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Abstract 
In Nigeria forest management is faced with inc~asingly complex challenges ofreconciii7g 
the demands of various stakeholders. The new desipated globai role of the forests 
(conservation, biodiv~rsity, prcducer of wood, carbon sequestration and aesthetics) is 
also posing fundaiiental conflicts betwsen the state forestrj services and the local 
communities. This paper anaiyses the views of various stakeholders against their 
demographic and socio-economic background with the view of detemining mass 
participation in the management of community forests in south-westem Xigeria. Parposive 
andnqdom sampling techniques were used to select Lagos, Osun, Ondo and Ogun states 
for the study. The taro-et population for the study comprised the Iccal inhabitants and other 
categories of people such as ariisans, civil servant, teacher traders, living in enclaves and 
settlements around the forest reserves in the study area Data was c o k t e d  using 3 different 
sets of questionnaire with test-retest reliability value of 0.85. Focus Grouu Discussions 
(F-'GDs), was also used to elicit information on perceptions about. income, household size, 
various management issues, indigenous knowledge, cultual values and views a'mut other 
forestry stalleholders. Data generated were analyzed using descriptive andlogit Regression 
statistics. The study retealed that determinant of mass participation in cornunity ?rests 
(CF) or community based forcst management (CBEvf) are resource oriented, user or 
community dependent, forestry agency specific, programme related, and environmenU 
forestry system specific. It was also found that communities around andwithin thelorest 
reserves were heterogeneous in nature. The heterogeneity of caste, class, e t lc i ty ,  assets, 
household size, and income in the co-unities sampled were important determinant of 
stakeholders' level of participation in forest management. Logistic Regression Analyses 
revealed that ethaicity, le~iel of income, awareness of CF benelits will significantly determine 
the willingness of the local people to panicipate in III; or CBFiVIin South-westem Nigeria. 
An improvement of respondents' awareness of (33, joint determination of benefits from 
CF andinclusion of forest user groups WG) views in forest management content will go 
a long way at positively impacting forest management in the study area. 

btrduction 
Forests constitute the richest reservoir ofbiodiversity, play an lmportantrole in global 
ecological cyeles, provide habitat for wildlife and conserve soil and water. They have also 
emerged a priority issue on the internatio~al agenda and their management a major concem 
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&ie to their role in globai c532te ch=gz. In 3iiger;,a, fcres: managenent is f a c d  w k i  
ip,~?easi@y c~~mplex ckde~gcs  cf reemciii~g the demands of various scd~ehoiZas. %'de 
5le gwemient  is striir,g to mobiiize the economic and e~.ployment ~otentids of fle 

. . 
fmstmeu,rces, h e  @vak er,mgem.m ~ ~ & e  p 5 t  derivicie 2omthe exploi-ation 
of the resources, :he local p e o ~ l e  sez t5e forests as zteeting their basic needs of kel ,  
consriuction aateriais, food, fodder, me&cine and income. Apart from this, the new 
designated role of the foresn (conse~ration, biodiversity, producer of wocdt carbon 
sques-tion and aesthetics) is p m n g  the forests under p s s u r e  :o h1E:d the vwious md. 
s m e & ~ e s  con%ctuig demands of sta,Lshoiders. iioweve; a Give is needed to m e t  these 
goais i n h e  with cormit~zr i t s  of tbeWoddAgen& 21 of theEa-ih S u b t i n  $30 Q 
Janeiro in 1992 (YAO, 1993,) khich stressed the proper management of the forests and 
options for combating t i e  degradation of soil, air, water a s  well as the need to eradicate 
p v e w  in order to achieve susiainable development within the framework of Vfllennium 
Cevelopment Goal DDG).  But, the forest estates of Southwestern Nigeria urhch 
constituted a simcmt prcprtion of her forest reserie base have presently degenerated 
to a deplorable situation. Bada and Popcola (2605) reported the plundering of immature 
stands of Teak without comensurateretums to the ixe3sury or availability of s i l v i c u l ~  
plan for the second rotation crop as far back as 1994. 

The current status of Nigeria's forest estate as revealed by Land Use and Vegetation 
Survey of Kigeria conducted in 1996 and theForest Resources Study completed in 1998 
by FORtECU indicated that agricultural pr2ctjces had increased'oetween 1976178 and 
1993/95 !y about 8,260 IOn? whilstthe natural forest is being depleed at an alarming 
negztive rate of 83,GCO square kilometers Paptpka, 2005). Osemeobo (2082) reposed 
;kis %ding whez he cbsened that over 4,534.83 km" (about4.86%) of t ie forest =serves 
in ~ i g e s a  were de-reserved for agricultural production. Adeyoju (2601) observed that 
forest cover in Nigeiia decreased by 20% Setween 1978 and 1996 and the total forest 
estate, which was 10% of the country's land area in 1976, is now less than 6% while 
Adeohn and Akinsavni (1997) observed an extensive depletion of forest land in areas 
close to settlements andthat the forest land in the Southwest of Nigeria is decreasing at an 
average annual rate of 3.5%. In Osun State 2bu t  10.54% of the gazetted forest =serves 
had been de-reserved for agriculture and other urban development purposes (Fayenuwo, 
2 0 ) .  De- reservation for agricultural prod~ction a d  urban development was re~orted 
by Kmcheheister (2GCO) to reduce water pemeable areas. upset n z w d  damage pattern 
and cause serious flmding. Apart from this, the forest resources in scuthwestem Nigeria 
ars ceatrally managed by the States. This poses fundamental com3cts betureen the state 
forestry services and the Iwal communities resulting in the problems of: integrating Lie 
customary norms and practices with modem policies and laws; sharing of revenues derived 
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fiom the exp!citation of natural iesources; dlccaring ;~ies mind wsponsibiiities among 
staicehol&s in he ;nznage;nenat offerest rescms;  as .,veil as fadty md coniict?llg ziaiions 

stakehoiders in the forests @&cis, 1998). it was against the backdrop of 
deforesation'and forest  sources degadxtion t\at the world now c!imoliiS for a change 
from the present sole governaencd forestry managenent to 'Community Based Forest 
Maxigemeat' where the managsment in : e m  of the responsibiiities and knefifits of the 
forests would be shared by Gle government and the iced communities who actually own 
or live in or adjacent to the forest estates. This paper analyses the view of var;ious 
stakeholders about community based forest management against their demographic and 
socio-economic background with the view of determining mass participation in the 
magenent of c o m u ~ t y  forest in scuth-western Nigeria. 

%9etheclology 
The Study Area 
Tne study was carried out in the South West geopo!itical zone of Nigeria comprising 
Lagos, Opri, Oyo, Osun, Qndo, and Ekiti (Fig. 1). Tie area lies between Latitude 6' 20' 
North to 8'37' North andLongitude Z0 30' ro 6 O  06' East (Agboola, 1997) with a total 
!and area of 77,818 la" projected population of 17.6 Million people as at 1998 and 
population density of 226.168 people per Xm2 (FDF, 1998) ?Ire study area is bounded 
by the Republic of Benin in the West, Kwxa andKogi stztes in the north, Edo mdDelta 
states in the east and the Bight of Benin (Gulf of Guinea) in the south. The Southwestern 
N i g e ~ a  has 80 constitutedForest Reserves with a total forest areacover of 793,266 ha 
while the Fre'e Area cover is 1,005,871 hectares (FDF, 1998). 

Source: Forest Resources Study andForest Management Flans of Oyo, Ogun, Lagos, 
Ondo and Osun States (FDF, 1998) 
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Fig. 1 : Sonthwestesn Nigeria showing tihe States witt&n. 

Sur~ey Procdnre (Study Site) 

The study sites were selected using a combination of purposive andzandom sampling 
techniques from the six states mdung up the Southwestern Nigeria. Lagos State, being a 
d y i n g  p i n t  for others was pur~osively selected'cecause of i~ megalopolitan name. All 
the remaining five states were a ~ s i ~ e d n m k r s  and based on random sampling 'shnique; 
h-ee (3) of them were selected. The selected states were Osur,, Ondo, Ogun mdLagos. 

The Local Governments Areas (LGAs) of the selected states were ~dentified. Twenty 
percent (20%) of the h a 1  Government Areas were randomly selected for the study. In 
ail, Six (Ife South, Ejigbo, Ha, Ataiolmosa, Oiiade,Ayedade/Irewole) LGAs in Osun and 
four each (Undo west, Ose, Cwo, &re North), (Ijebu East, Ijebu Xorth, Odeda and 
Yewa), madam, aorodu, &eja andEpe) in Ondo, Ogun andbgos states respectively 
were sampled. The target population for the study comprised thelocal inhabitants and 
other categories of people such as artisans, civil seniank teacher trader;, hv~ng m enclaves 
and settlements around the forest reserves in the study area. A iesi-retest rehability value 
of 0.85 codmeed the reliab~lity of the questionnaue. 
Other infomation sources include Focus Group Discussions PGEs), which was used to 
eliclt information on perceptions about mcome, household me, vatlous management issues. 
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indignous ii?low!ecige. values and views a i i~ tc the r  krestry s&L;eholdcs, zv'ncfi 
h e  respondents wouldnot wmt to respond to in ?he questioraaire. Group of people of the 
s-ae sex were gathered througll ft;e village heads for &e exercise in the four study states. 
Notes, were +den, pictures ana voices were recorded. Tne pmicipants spoke freely 
about the status of the f o ~ s t  mources andresepia, status of comunityfcrestry/comunity 
b a s s  forest management, ihekprmptions on landissues andknefir sharing ifparticipatoxy 
management is introduced as presenkdin the topic guide questions. Secondsry data were 
also obtaned from State Fcrestry Eepartmeats and archives on available maps, gazettes, 
st* strength, revenue generation, *"orestation progamme, budgetary allccation and 
reiezses where available and other availablerep~rts. 
hzlflcai Tahique 
Descriptive statistics employed include Frequency and Percentage Distribution, Tables, 
Bar charts, md  Pie Charts wbde Loat Regression Analysis inferential statistics were used 
in expiMg relationship bet.~een some i d e n ~ e d  variables. 

Results and Discussion 

To ease the understanding of this paper, three groups of respondents were identified viz 
the rural dwellers tagged the forest w e n  group WG), l~l-nkr contractors andsa\;vmiUe~s 
VC5) and the forestry p o n n e l .  

Demographic Backpound of Respondents 

Distri'oution of respondents by sex (Tabie 2) reveals a male pr~ponderance FtiG in the 
study area wit! an average of 80.5% mde and 19.5% female. N1de gender is m o ~  involved 
in forestry business than their female counterpan. Also, ethnic backgound distributior, 
reveals that Southwestern Nigeria is ethnically heterogeneeous. Although, on the average, 
the parentage of Yoruba ethic p u p  is the highest (92.8%) other identilied ethnic groups 
are up b 7.2%. This is to be expected since Southwestern Nigeria is apredominantly 
Yorubaspeaking area Eowever, the cosmopolitan nature of Lagos Slate deviate its ethnic 
distribution from others: Yoruba e th ic  in the state is about 63.0% (Table 2). On marital 
status, a total of 87.4% ofthe FUG ~spondents zx married with the highest cases recorded 
in Ogun (93.1 %) and Osun (91.4%) states. Modal average family size (56.1%) was 
between I and5 whileFUGrespondents withi"ami1y size of 16-20 are the lowest (0.2 %) 
in the study area (Table 2). On education, 73.3% of the respondents have formal education. 
Those with no formal education are 25.?%. Osun State has the highest percentage of 
FUGrespondents (32.2%) with no formal education. 
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7 .- I q .  o r e .  % Freq. 4% r "o ?re~.  :lo i 

Household size 

Timber Contractors and Sawmillers (TCS): 

TCS are predominantly male; however female timhr contractorslsawmillers are now in 
the business. The percentage of women in this group of respondents is highest in Osun 
state with 23% and lowest in Ogun state with 10.2% (Table 3). Modal age range among 
TCS is betwecn 31 (45.5%) and 50 (25.5%) years. This appears to be the prime and 
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acwe age. Young p p l e  betweea the age of 10-311 ?ears (9.1%) and oi6people of over 
50 years (8.1%) nave the lowest percoatages (Table 4). Tnls n a y  5e as 2 resuit of tile 
nznxe of the job, ';eing capltal mtezsive, te&ous and hazx,rrlous. This sour,  of forest 
stakehcider 1s more of maxed pecple. Mmed cases were mshest m Lagos Slate (97.1 %) 
andiowest ~n OsunSttte (95.9%). All the tlrnkr cc1?G2ct@rs and sasvm;lers sampled m 
Osun, &do and O p n  states arc purely Yoruba but m Lagos state oher e t b c  goups are 
mvolved. An average of 90.0% of the sawmllers/contractors inteiviewed was n m e d  
(Table 3 j. The study also reveded that only an average of 7.7% of TCS have no formal 
educat~on whle 12.0% has primary education. 41.5% secondary, 30.4% tertlsrjr and 
8.1% has costgaduate edacatlonai back~ound  Tbls may be as a result of lack of 
employment for school leaven at all levels. 

Tabie 3: Demographic C'~aracteFstics of T i e r  Contrac?ow r~nd Sawmiller 
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Table 3: CemograpGc Characteristics ofTmber Contracto~ and S a m e :  

Source: Field survey 

Foretry Percsmei @?I: In%e forestq profession in the study arm. the stud:. Ickntified 
=ore male :ha2 fe'emale staff (Table 4). in Osun and Lagos states there :ire no fcmalc 
forestes wide in Crdo and Ogun states  ere arp, female forestm in a relative! y nesli$b(c: 
Ferczatage as revealed f~orn interviews secondary data. The averags of ?O.:i';$) was 

mdewhile female- were only0.7%.Age djstrit~ution among FFrevcal a n~odal (::O.O!'h) 
age range of between 31 (80.0%) and 60: 19% within age range of 31 and 40 years. 
36.6% in age range of 41 and 50 years while 32.4% axe within the ages of 5 1 m ~ d  00 
years. age of 11.3% ofFPfails below 30 years. This is apointer to the fact that tl~c 
workforce in foresuy in all the sample states is gmwing old. Tnere is need for employment 
of new and young officers who will take over from the 01d;etiring ones. All the forestry 
05cials in the smdy states are from the same ethnic background, Yoruba. An average ol 
89.4% of the sampledLFP was married while 51.4% hadte5ia-y education with 24.0%) 
having Amstpduate qm&Ticaticns. 
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Soclo-economic Background of Respondents 

Fomt Users Gmnp WrC-): Occupation distdbuticn m c n g  ike S J G  (Table 5) vay; the 
modal kingf&g (47.7%) and the lowest king the &sans (3.4%). The modal frequency 
of farmers (60.8%) was recorded in Osun State although from Focus Group Discussion 
(FGD) almost all the FiiG practise agricillture either as piiiary or secondary occspation. 
The percentage of responGents that practice farming as primary cccupation was fwnd to 
be 47.7 % while those who took agriculture as secondary occupation was 16.9%. Income 
distribution (Table 5': among XJG revealed that 23.3 % of them make less than S50CO 
monthly while 10.75; realize or earn over W2O,000 a aonth. In Osun State the highest 
proportion of the FJG (41.8%) e m  between ren and fifieer, Thousand Naira a month. 
But in Qndo andLagos State, the 5igi:est proprtion make betwee2 five andxen Tnousm.d 
Naira (Table 5). 

Examining existing groupdAssociations in the se~dy area (Table 5) the study identified 
various forms of participatory groups within the communities s~mpled. The ~rominent 
group is the Cooperative Society with an average of 45.0% while Non-Goverrmentai 
&gmizations occurred more in b g o s  Stste probably as a result of the megaiopk nahm 
of the state. Probing the importance of forests on ~e quality of life among FtTG (Table 5) 
it was found that an average of 70.8% a f f i i e d  that forest reserves are critical to their 
survival. Ths was in line with Ruiz-Perez and Arnold (1996) subnission that forests and 
forest products are important to the quality of life and survixid of very large n~rnbers of 
rural poor in tropical developing countries. Thus, consent of Ft'G to the use of forest 
resources was averagely very high (84.5%) i~ the study area with the modal distribution 
(90.1%) in Osun State andlowest in Ondo State (78.4%). 
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Cccmzc:on 

Tinnbes Contractors and S a d l e r s  (TCS): The source of income of most (71.8%) 
TCS is from tim~cuntnctmg while ancfher 25.4% haye an estabhshed sawmlhg industry. 
FromFocus Group Discussions all sawmillers are timber contractors but not all timber 
contractors are saw millers (Table 6). percaved average monthly income of theTCS 
ranges from an amount lower thm Eve Thousaxd to Twenty Thousand Naira and above 
(Table 6) monthly. More than half of these respondents make more thanH15OG@/month 
while 13.9% make less than 3.5000. Incomes of respondents are noticed to be from 
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I various ~ 0 ' ~ s s :  Somfomr md ara@c'dturd srcdlic.s to other sourccs. TPTor":hy of note 
i :bough :s Bat 39.2% e m  al l  thek income h f o r z s : ,  wMe 3 I. 1% em'oetween 51 and 
j 99%; 32.5% em3e?~xeer, 33.0 and 60.0%; arid -1.2% e m  between 1.0 and 30.0% of 

the? jrr60xes from tik forest. %~Js, an average of 80.4% of :he smuled tt?l'kr ccontiactors 
i 

j s;iwrders engage 31 ?rivateforestry activities m the f ~ r m  ofraising of sedli?gs and 
, estj?hsih-e~t of tree plantation (Table 6). Tnis may be as is adi of ther exposure, level 

of edccation md awareness ofthe benefits of plarIring trees. Also, an average of 26.3% of 
them e m s  1-30% of their income from a@c>dtwral produce. Another 17.7% owe 3 1- 
60% of thek income to agricxlturaral production and only 0.5% e m s  61-9970 of their 

Table 7: Socio-ewnomie Bac!ipund oiTmllZlmr Contractors and S a d e r  
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Data analyses from qriestioma.ue survey andFccus Group Discussion PGD) revealed 
that $etemicant of mass ~2iITklp2tion in 0 or Gf3m in Sourhwestern Xigeria moxg 
identified s+d<eholders could 'x grocped into factors hat are: 

(1) Resourcz oriexted; 

(2)  User or commu~ty depende~t; 

(3) Fo;orestry agmcy spif ic ;  

(4) Related to the Ro_g;ramme itself; and 

(5 )  hvimment/Forestry System spif ic .  

Resource &tnted Factors 

Centrality oPRmusss: Centrality ofthe resources measures the critical levels of the 
resources to ttre survival of the local dwellers, the tjm'im contractoxs and saw m e n  in h e  
study area. About 70.0% (Table 6)  of the local ~eople  indicated that forest resources are 
critical to their swival and this w d d e t e ~ e  their participation in forestry- programmes. 
The forest resource Senefrciaries will be inte:rested in participating in any propmme hat 
will psrpetuaktheir source of live&&. 

3zz.r-ity 08 Xesourcm: Scarcity of resources was found out to be a determinant af 
particip~titism of respondent in C F  or CBF?4. Forest resources are economic resources 

they are scarce. Tile qumt~ty of resources in relation to demand has si-~ficant 
e3ect on how ~ s o w c e s  wlll be used. Tfie study reveals Istat forest resoa~es  are depleted, 
they are getting farthersmornmers and are king competebfor as amult of over exploitation, 
forest degradation anddeforestation. The increasing scarcity offorest resources has result& 
in the realization and percept~on that their usage was ppreseztly not subjected to any 
sustainable regulation and coordination. 'Ilnus, the need to regulate and coordinate the use 
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offorest Tesourczs on a sustainable basis in h e  study area cannot 5e ovi-,rempbasized. 
9 1 s  can only 'se zffeztively taxed out with the active p~icipafion of fit: icc?i ;~",sdtution. 

CncdstakQ and waiting ;recod (Long Gestation af F o r ~ t a p  Bushess): Tie study 
&XI m d e d  that fhe wutag pmds as well zs fie mce+mLty m~~olvedrilll h e  Fialpduc's  
adbenefits offorest resources are strong detemants o fpp le ' s  pwtcipaccn m folrestry 
&smness. The icnger the .xuting m e ,  the -greater the degrc ofunceztt~ty, md  the lower 
tJle aotivat:on or interest of t ie local people to pa!&cipt%e. X%s assemon IS corroborated 
by t ie non-crnperation of the local people w~th fores+q depment s  m zegeneration and 
?rotchon of forests. This explans why only 5.3% of fabercontsactors/Sawmfler~ are 
mvolved in planmhon de.~eloprnent. 

Exe3sive d&t to bene5ts: Exclusive riglht to be~efits from forest resources, presently 
enjoyed by the forestry department is another determinant of partic~pation in forest 
management The study rexfds that people would not partic;,pate in collective management 
unless they are assured of their exclusive right to Senefits from forest management. The 
FGDs revealedthat the local dwellers wouldbe w&ng to participate if the benefits could 
be shared at the ratio of 40: 60,50:50,30:70 as the case may be. It could therefore be 
suggested, that the local peopie who wish to benefit without willingness to contribute their 
money, labor and time to CF or CSFM should be excluded as not to discourage the 
willing ones. 

Locntion sf forest msomrces: Location of fo~est resources may aEect people's 
participationm C F  or C3I;PX. Tne study sfiows that 84.2% of the Lccd dwellers pexcived 
forest resources as getting farther away f?om them on a m y  basis. TQS reduces tihex ease 
of access to the rescurces andinvariably their participation irt &en manage~ent may 
be respofisible for the poor management of the forest reserves and resources there in. 
People that are close to the resource base are better placed for the protection of the 
r e s o m s  if e m p w e d .  Loss of resources through illegality is as a ~ s u l t  of prpmtectjon 
mechanism by the state forestry departments. 

The UseserdCommity Dependent Factors 

Awamnw: Awareness of the impoI+mce of management stntegies couldbe responsible 
for the willingness of the stakeholders to paclpate  in CF or CBFM as revealed in Logit 
Analysis (Table 134) that there is a si@cant relationship between wdhsgness to participate 
and awareness of community forestry pr43.05). It could also be Inferred that lack of 
awareness on the part of the governsent (Policy makers) about the seriousness of forest 
degradation and that the forestry department alone cannot manage the forest reserves on 
a sustainable basis could be responsible for the non-invoivemmt of other stakebo1dcrs in 
the management of forest reserves in Southwestern Nigeria. 
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5 8 F~~5n:eruu,o G '4, .4ieer ,'srril~l.3 a d  Lacrie?,rcola - ". . . -" ma;g.-ous --?alms and 3eiiefs: More ;nzn one fzmiy and col-a'jr~ty. with ~:.~e:~ezt - .v.zlues ar,b 3cr.eEts cr,z!nai$ CV:E sx?. forcscreserre :n study area. ?oms J:CE~ 

3uc~ss;cns ,FC-i)s) rzve6 ;hat 2 ' : ' c ~  l"miy mdevezy ccamxriity  hi?^ bdiv~eui l  se: of 
vzlues md beiiefs Inat z c  rcce2 in &ex cult'xe, &&tion a d  history. Tlese vaiues a d  
%iefsz-SomFer a ~ ~ k d e s  xis kenaxcuss ;oott:&: Pehgs. The s~;idy @p-e Id) c?sr?ed 
a hosbie relauonsixp m~r,g of FJG md t!e t i ~ k r  conrractmJsa~~mEes and f~~estry 
oEc~ais. Tr~s hcsh~ty  xcse %am the %ehgs that the !cca.i_~e~Ie~;vere forced cut ~ f i i i e  
foxst reserres xkd thex;ossess~on @en away w:N:tf?~ut my 'mneiits. Values, k1iefs and 
a5xzeaess are sirong 2etem;icants cfpe3p:es' partscipaQon md :his couldkc overcome 
hmu@ rnass m E h C c n  us ig  mee2iamix (kex, 3Cm) md smng a p a l  tc t5eirir5gous 
mind c'd~nl ;eekgs. 
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PerwSon of RelahSlip 

Fg. i :  Peresption of Relationship of Public Respondentsdh Timber ContractorsandForest~)! 
Persoonel 

Sodo-~oncpnidC111trard Issues: The study reveals that socio economic variables are 
strong determinants of peoples ' pmcipation. The heterogeneity of caste, class, ethnicity, 
assets, household size, and mcame in the cornunities sampled are mpcrtant indices 
determining stakeholders' level of pahcipation in forest mmagement. Logistic Regression 
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hi) r"irvenuluo C; .4., .:zee:Ismcil% and labode Ponnoio 

srd&;j. :J.hndn,.s r.:;.ei <tiit lezdcr22p lpiities in v ~ o u s  jades cie:ecir,e the nuinseroi 
..-,+ ,,ic;pmts . at <?e FGi=s 3d~dc%c~am~ mclint o f ~ " ~ m t i c n c o U e c k d  It svas discovezxi 

- ..  at zocti Iccd lezders5ip cau:~ Ce inszmextd to &e or~mization ofthe !ec$ ~ o @ e  in~o 
groups, no'ciiization of a7mi!able :esourczs for -i&<ous comuni~;r prlojects ar,d geed 
relationship 'between ~a-rions s*&<eholders for a successf~l take-of a d  sdsrain;;bi'lxy ~f 
CF. 

conomis Status of the bcal people: The inconie level and its d i s ~ e u t i o n  among the 
peopie niay affecs 2eople's participation. The Logit .Analysis (Table 8) reveals hat low 
level cf income show si~gi6cantre!&onirip to willingness to participate in CF aiiong the 
lccdpople, wbde monggTCS '&&I iow levelinco~xe andhigh level income shows :-;lgnZcmf, 
im2uencz on willingness to p&-kipate. The local people rpay not 'be abie to spexd their 
t i ~ e ,  money adenergy on pdcipatolj, collective management if the benefits from s ~ c h  
initiative arp, :ow and me&. Tm, u?q~lalityin incorne!eve! 1lnq affect mass paaidpaion. 
People of low-lficome level may not be willing to worli along with peopie of high-level 
incame. The* findings cerroborate the findings of:(Singh, 199 1) that poverty level of the 
local people is an obstacle to their participation in colhctive management. Tae iocal pcor 
d e p d  on forest resowca for their survival, and hat they nx~y not pamcipate inpcgmmme 
of forest regeneration and protection, unless alternative arrangements are made to meet 
their basic needs of fuel wood, food and economic nceds 

Discrimination against Women: The cultural situation In the study area shows prejudice 
against women wit;? regards to theiin~olvement In most management issues. 
women are very close tothe fomt resources most: cs~xc~ully tn tlic collection of fuel w c d  
and NWPs,  thek participation in forestry and rural clcvcloprncnt have been neglig~ie. 
Tillsfactor as-a determinatofparticipation is gndually lwi~ig rn~tig~ltedby N W s  t?iaiare 
delibe.mk1y promoting women's participation. 

Forestry Agency Related hetars 

In South-western Nigeria, all forestry departments are designed for ccntr~lized governance 
and contIol and are so staffed Tbis may 3e responsible for ihcir slructurc, systems and 
p o m e 1  attitude being irimical to meaningful participabon by otlier sti&eholders in forest 
management. b o n g  the factors that are agency related is the existing cieclsion m&ng 
prccess. TIe study rcveals that the local people and other stakeholders are neither ~nvolved 
in decision making on forest resources management most espec~ally cnncernlng policy 
formulation and implementation 

The locus of decsion- making: The lccus of decision- making is one of the determlnmts 
of participation as perceived by the local people. Ln general, total devo!ution of power is 
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h:ors,~ Awccior on of 'iraero (iW) Confere~ce 3W9 51 
E~trezomenaed but ckclsion m hose areas m wrllcn :be 10cd dwellers !=mow more than 
C J, p m ,  hreaucratic :ecbccrat silcu!d be devolved zn consi!tzeo1:on w ~ r h  them whle the 

~cec;ahd+tec~mcal :mowiedg~, IS made :::ntr;iily. 
~ ~ c i ;  of enFowement on Cnanc~al and admrusrrztive powcr:~ also OX ef the agency 
de~endent factors iha~ will determine ptcipaGon. Smce p=ic:p~hon IS a functlon of 
&sinbu&on o f p w a ,  aost esFdy &om golieLment depa-tnenfs to iwd mshtutions, 
enpowement of p p l e  could lead to ~ncreaed peopie's partlclpaaor,. 

Forestr,~ Personnel: Tie  attitudes, vakjes and siMs of forestry ~rsonne!may iduence 
mdenlist P I S  partidpation in the participatory strategy offerest management. The f o m Q  
sso rae !  see the i;lvolvement of ihe lccd pecp!e and ctfier stdkzho!der as threat to their 
jobs, which may create obstacle to participation. 
Tie @icy o n p s o d  inoveaent, incentives andmotivation m y  he obstacles to people's 
partic;Fation in C 3  cr ~3Xi f in t roduced  To enlist and sustain f o ~ s h y  prsonnel efficient 
participation in CF or C B M ,  they will need TO endure sufficiently longer time in their 
W, which depends on &eirpvec:: and commibcent io the ideology of participatory 
devefop~1ent, adequate incentives, motivation and empowement t h u @  training fortheir 
new role as co-inanager. 

Programme Design - Related Factors 
Tae design of foresky pegramme in the study with regards to objectives, instrument 
used and measurement of the objective achievement do not enlist people's participation. 

I% e Objective: 
The propramme objective of forestry development in the study area does not include 
people'sprticipaticy1. mepmgmme instmnmts &education, training facilities, provision 
of Wfmical knowledge, rules andregdations for coordinating and controlling of forest 
rescmces, pricing of forest resources and protective mechanism exclude the other 
stakeholders. M t h e s e  arc pzreived factors likely to influence mass participation in foorest 
m q e m n t .  

f i o g r ? ~ m e  Besefits and benegt disdributim: Programme senefits and benefit 
distsi~ution are also ~ r c e i v e d  to strongly enlist mass partiapabon of stdieho:ders In C T  
or CBRd. Economic beneMs from forest  sources do sot usually get to the imal people 
and w3en thcj do, not in commxsurable quantity. FGDs zevealed lila! the agreement 
mcfig dl stdieholders on certain percentages for sharing finmcial knefits from forest 
~ s a m c e s  would detemdne &ex involvement in CF or CB-FM strategy 

The Environment /Sys8= Deperrdent Factors 

%icy, k @ s h t i ~ n  md Fi3GtEd%T& Policy, legislation and political win were found lo 
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kc Jee ezvLmii~ie~i ;;172C*?C xzctcrs ~ b t  P-811 dekmli~e mass ~a r j c ipa~cr ,  il or SF1\,i. 
-"I i neze is m legs  basis in rh.e s s d y  area for the im_olenezta:ion of Ci; or CI3FkI. The 

forestry Iaws in use in d the ibm smpied smes tmk cue from"Jle cbsoiete colorid i ~ v s  
%at are yet to :be r"~vie5ved. The laws have no provision fort5e practice of D or C3Ft1. 
Exlisting the paTicipa5on of all stakehoide~ n x p h  a mLid legd fcsndation. The sw:ivai 
ofthe swtegy and t?e  involvern~,ni of h e  p u p s  may ke ,g.wai& if the groups invoPv'ed 
have C!PZ-cut m:es that x ~ u l d  be enforced by both the FJGs antithe off'icids. Qudly ,  
%ternally ada~tive institctional mangcment, ability to work with external soups and 
~~&~ations/mg~Lzations. mles =d regAations piding va&ous activities clearly stated 
3aouid edist partidgation. 
The newly approved National Foresny Policy has provision for c ~ m n i t y  participation; 
however, the s c o p  and extent of the policy in encouragng con-iiuniy parttcipation for 
forest management a-e not clear. It leaves room for each state to Sevelop its own practices, 
whichmay =suit in a very dishamonious approach to private sector involverLent. This 
p 5 c y  on piiidp: strategy inay only be on p-r, if thereis no politicalwi to implenmt 
it. Participation is baicslliy a p r e s s  of redistribution of ~ w e r .  The policy statement mast 
clearly indicate who, why and how the participation approval will be executed otherwise 
the policy s ta teze~t  will only be on paper and would remain a mere rhetoric. 
For effective application of theNationd Policy on forestry matters it has to be bzcicedup 
by an act. However, 78.2% of the forest officials (Table 9) observed that politics and 
bumurntic indiscretion wil.2 interfe~ participatory appmztch and ax found to be strwg 
,deteroli~?&~t of mass participation in C 3  or CCSW. Socia! wdpliticd s z x c ~ r e s  have 
strong h ~ I d  on &ct~;Msatior. and sus"aina5le managanent of the forest. iTine~ is no wzji 
to separate polirics and social stmcture f r m  forestry issues. They dictak tfe efffectjveness 
and success of dcenidization and sustainable forest managexlent. 
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It was observed from the study tkat all the governvent setups ~n South-western Xgena 
az;: bureaucrabcaily wns@~dcd, whch h t s  me process oixx:al and pohbcal deveiopment 
of commumues. The setups do not even allow for p&clpaQon talk less of empowement. 
Cecentrahzation IS based on a publlc logc of mcluslon and should be allowed to thnve in 
the Scuth-western N g n a  Forestry System where the local people should be ailowed to 
make decls~on about themselves on a regularbas~s wlth or wlthout centnl authority. 

PoUtical Influence Impads Forest Management? 

As observed by Muherazza (2003) andPacheco (2003), involvement of people in forest 
management will reduce cost of management and protection and will increase forest 
department revenue. In their own views, Wittman (2002), Contieras (2003) and Sarin et 
al(2C03) submitted that decentrdization and involvement of local and other FLG in 
participatory approach could also serve as a way to increase state control over forest 
managemnt. 
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