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Fayenuiwo, 6. A?, Lnbode ?opooia2 and 1.0. .hzeez2 
IT forestry De?a?mnent. Mnisc::; ~ f ~ ~ ~ i i r o n n e n r ,  Osun State 

-n uegartment of Forest Xesources Management, University of madan. Ibac'an, Nieeda 

iibstract - Ir,e need for sustainabie forest management cannor be okere~pnaslzed f the econormc 
benefits of forests were to be met ~v~mout  ecologcal consequences. Thls pacer reporrs the 
prospect of sustainable forest management in the context of managerial capaoiiity in 
southhesten Xlgena, which 1s ;70using msst of the forest resources reilcs m the county. The 
study was caned out in the South West geopoiltical zone of Nigena cozpilslng Lagos, Ogun, 
Oyo, i'sun. Cndo, and Ehti  States aslng nultl-stage random sampling. The target population 
for the study comprised the local 1nkab1tant.s. forest management personnel and timber 
contrac:ors/saw mllers in each state hformatlon was sourced from each s o u p  uslng three sets 
of structured questionnaire and Foms Group Discussions ;FGEs) involv~ng group of people of 
the same sex and age groups from eacn target popuiation. Secondary data were also obtvned 
from State Forestry Departments and archives Information garnered was analysed using 
descnptlve statistics F~ndmgs revealed that all forest reserves m Osun, Ondo, Ogun and Lagos 
States have been ~ntensively encroached upon; however the extent of the encioachment has not 
been fully established due to lack of adequate data :n all the states. Most (98.6%) of the local 
Inhabitants oplned that the state government 1s solely responsible for the management of the 
forest reserves in the study area. The timber contrzctors /saw rmllers perceived law 
enforcement on forestry activities as low In Osun state (32.4%) and Lagos states (29 4%) but 
moderate In Ondo (42 3%) and Ogun states (26 5%). More importantly was the observabon 
that government 1s more interested In revenue generation from the forests rather than thelr 
sustainable management, which 33 0% of the hmber contrac:ors/saw rmllers Inferred as 
responsible for the low regeneration dnve from the sector. An average of 47 1% and 42.3% of 
the forest off~cials were also of the opmion that forest management in all the four states 
sampled was bad and very bad respectively. FGDs among them revealed that state 
governments have nor gotten the capabilltles of managing the forest estates effectively and 
efficiently. Thelr suggestions for rmtlgatlng the present management constraints centered on 
commensurable increase In the staff strength in Nlgena's Forestry Departments to meet forest 
extent and forest actlvihes. Inappropnate policy framework was ldentlf~ed By ail respondents 
as the underlying causes of much forest loss. The forestry offic~al proffered preparation of 
management plan for each forest reserve (56 3%). educat~on of stakeholders on sustainable 
management i 17.6%)~ massive afforestation prigramme (36.6%) as well as private and 
community participation (31.7%) as sustainable forest management strategies. 

Xeylvords: Forest policy, Staff strength, forest officials, Southwestern Nigeria 

Introduction 
As documented by Areola (1991) the management of forests In Nigena, which could be traced 
to the colonlal adrmnlstrat~on, started in the 1 9 ~  Century. In 1901 the first Forestry Ordinance 
was promulgated to regulate the slze of tlmber concession and in 1919, Slr Frednck Lugard, 
the first Governor General of N~gena, spelt out Nlgena pollcy on forestry that marked the 
beginning of the Reservation Phase In N~gena forest management (Enabor, 1981a). In 1897 
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?,vo third of Nigeria land a z a  (sbout 5C0.000 was believed to be Covered with natLiial 
; ie~st~t ian  but by l55i i: was ss:imated that only 360,000 :<x2 remained. FAQ) fili:her 
nponzd that :here were only !40.750 of which less &an half (59,590 KG) was ciosed 
forests (?$.GI !??ja). TI Colonial policy encouraged the creation of a Forest Estate by 
reser~ing percels of forests nainly for timber production bill also in many cases for :he 
protection of waarshed and buffers between hostile neignboring ccm.unities or tiibes ( l o  

Forest icanagement practices in Nigeria were identified by Enabor (198laj to be in three 
phases: which include: 

The Reservation Phase, which was mostly between 1919 and 1930 in the high forest 
areas. Zowever, new forest areas came under reservation in the 1960s and 1970s in the 
River States and much more reservation took place around 1940s and 1960s in the 
Savanna areas of the North (Orhiere and CESE, 2002). 

* P!anned Exploitation Phase (1930 - 1960) witnessed the period when Nigerian wood 
was exported to overseas market; the rate of exploitation then was greater than 
regeneration and it was an era of uncont.olled exploitation. 

The third phase: which was the development phase came up in 1960. This phase 
aimed at replenishing the overexploited timber resources and included wild life 
management, minor forest products (Non Timber Forest Produce) and environmental 
protection (Enabor, 198 la). 

FA0 (1991) estimated forest deficits in Nigeria to be 3.48% from 1981 to 1985 and 3.57% 
from 1986 to 1990 which predicted that unless significant measures were undertaken, the forest 
would disappear completely within 3 decades. As submitted by FORMECU (1996) Nigeria 
have a total of 1,160 constituted forest reserves in 362 local government areas with an area of 
10.75 million hectares representing 10% of the total land area of the country. However 
international policy states that area under reservation should be 25% of the total land area, 
although in Nigeria the target set for reservation varies from 10% to 25% of the total land area. 

Forest management practice in Nigeria before independence saw forests as the sole 
responsibility of the colonial government, which was handed over to their successors, the 
Federal and State governments under the auspices of the forestry officials ihat implement. This 
scenario has been under serious criticism thus the need for new approaches to forest 
management. Although, Nigerian Tropical Shelter-wood System (TSS), a natural regeneration 
system, was introduced to cope with the rate of exploitation (Lowe, 1995) and research into. 
artificial regeneration of some indigenous species started at this period, these efforts recorded 
little or no success (Oyebo, 2002). Private forest plantation development as complement to 
government sole effort started in Nigeria as early as 1908 when it was mandatory for timber 
exploiters to plant a seedling at the stump of trees felled. This practice was not enforced and 
was abandoned in recent times with the wave of illegal felling increasing at an alarming rate 
(Fayenuwo, 2000). 
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TI?-, 5:rdy was carried out in the South West seopolifca! zcne. of Kigeria cornpr%ir.g Lagos, 
Cgun. Cyo. Csun, Ondo, and Ekid (Fig. 1). The area lies be-cween Latitade 6'20' Xorth to 8' 
37' North and Longiiude 2' 30' to 6' 00' East (Agboola. i997) with s total land area of 77,818 
lm2, projected popi~iation of 17.6 Million peop!e as at 19% and population density of 226.168 
p e o ~ l e  per :Kin2 (FDF, 1997) The study area is bounded by the Republic of Benin in the 
West. Kwara acd Xogi states in the north. Edo and Eelta states in the east and the Bight of 
Benin (Gulf of Guinea) in ;be south. The Sourhwestern Nigeria has 80 constituted Forest 
Reserves with a total forest area cove: of 793,366 ha while the Free Area cove: is 1,005.371 
hectares (FDF, 1997). 

Fig. I: Southwestern N ~ g e n a  showmg the States w ~ t h ~ n .  

Table 1: Some Basic Information about the Six States of Southwestern Nigeria 

State 

Osun 
Ondo/ 
Ekiti 
Ogun 
Ogo 
Lagos 
Total 

Total Land. 
Area (Km') 

Population Population 
000,000 Density 

(NIK~') 
3.45 232 

No. of Forest 
Reserve 

Area of Forest 
Reserve (Ha) 

Source: FDF. 1997. 

No. of 
LGAs 

Survey Procedure (Study Site) 
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Fayeaawo 6;. A., boode  la_~roala 62 Azeez 1.0. 57 1 

7 wsera<e -- Location feserTie [?a~\, Pr?se?,i Ebe Semar?~ 
i Cc?eda Local 5.888 30 Rexrr! 3eserve have been encroached 

Government Area due to upon by cocoa farmers. 
lack of Originally a h1g2 forest but 
survey already over explo~ted of 

indigenous tree species and Teak 

Orno Ijebu Area (ljebu 136,806 Present size A large area had been encroached 
East and Ijebu not upon by fanners T h ~ s  conslst of 
North) LGAs known. areas JI, Jj, J4, J, and Ak~lla 

plantat~on. Tn~s  reserve is over 
exploited for revenue generation 
and sezously encroached upon 
by cocoa famers. 

IIaroOpake Yewa South 4608 Not Known Encroachment by farmers occurs 

Arakanga Odeda Local 
Government 23 9 _Not Known Planted up with Teak 

Edun stream Yewa North 79 Not Known Located within Ilaro township 
and has been encroached upon 
for urban development.(houses 
and motor park) 

Aworo Yewa North 212 99 Not Known Part of t h ~ s  resenTe has been 
allocated to pnvate fanners by 
the government. Few economc 
trees are still available 

Eggua Yewa North 4147 No record Encroachment for famung has 
taken place 

Xrneko game Yewa North 954 88 Proposed game reserve though 
reserve Not known not developed. 

Ohunbe Yewa North 4608 Not known Proposed game reserve though 
not developed. 

Total 273,162 
Source. State Department of Forestry, Abeokuta. Ogun State, 
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Tabie 1: S h t l r s  of?oresr xeserve in Ondo State 
Ori*ai P r e s e s ~  a r e 2  ,' C70 31 

SIN Forest Lacxion Size (Za) Size (an) Zncroachment 
' ; i e ~ d p e  

1 Akore Xkure Souti1 6993 447 8 3515- 35.96% 
(.%ponxu) 

1 i . k u i ~  Xkure Nonh 10145 18497 i 1618-39 d8 
(Ofgsuc) 

3 Xkrlre Gfosun 2089-100 00% 
Ex: Xkure North 2089 Nil 

4 Ala Akure Norrh 19943 3250 11693-58 63 
5 E5.i-bland Ese-odo 1813 903 910-50 19 
6 Eti-On1 Ile!uji-Ckegbo - Disputed 
7 Idanre hanre 56053 361 10 19890-36 SO 
8 Ifon gane 

Reserve Cse 28231 17451 10780-38 18 
9 Ipelei?doani Ose A144 2184 1960-47.30 
10 Irele Irele 3600 250 3350193.06 
11 Ojigbobinl Eseodo 2809 1809 1050 136.73 
12 Okeiuse Ose 11 137 7797 3360 125.99 
13 Cluwa Senes OndoWestlOdigbo 87816 50616 37200 142.36 
14 Onisere Ondo East 9842 4307 5035 151.16 
15 otu  o d ~ g b o  8490 1410 7080 183.39 
16 Owo Owo 24216 23686 532 1 2  10 
17 Oyinmo Akoko SfWest 2265 1705 540 i 24.05 

Total 307606 188103 1195131 38.85 
Source: State Departrnent of Forestry, sure, Ondo State. 

Table 5: Original size of Forest Reserves in Lagos State and Present Size Indicating - 
Encroachment 

No Forest Reserve Locatlon Or~glnal Size(Ha) Present Slze@a) 
1 Ogun Rlver Ikorodu 5220 2000 
2 Ishashi Oj o 500 
3 Ologe Lagoon Badagry 4784 
4 Langbasa Eti-Osa 520 

5 Yelwa Creek Badagry 500 

Source: Lagos State Department of Forestry 

Status of Forest Reserves in the Four study States 
The status of all forest reserves in the study area (Tables 2 to 5) shows that all forest reserves In 
Osiln, Ondo, Ogun and Lagos States have been ~ntensively encroached upon, however the 
extent of the encroachment has not been fully established due to lack of adequate data In all the 
states. Ondo state has some lnformat~on about the area of encroachment and the correspond~ng 
percentage of encroachment but Osun and Lagos states have little information along thls line 
whrle Ogun state has no record of the extent of encroachment. However. FGDs revealed that 
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ail ihe forest reserves in the stare have been -~~:cached upon for iliegal farming activities 
(Table 3). The illegal famers in 3en?i side of Omo Forest Reserve have destroyed Gmeli~tn 
nrboi-en and I\inuclea diderriclzi plantations to establish cocoa farms. 
Tabie 6: Factors responsible for the current status of forest reserve 

Factors T r ~ q  % of Total (4761 % 
Land for f a m n g  35 i 7 3 . 7 ~  19.52 
Urbanisation 136 25.57 7.68 
Uncontrolled logging 354 74.37 19.99 
Coilection of NTFP by loca! people 73 15.34 4.12 
Poor Management by government 347 72.59 19.59 
ignorance of stakeholders 29 1 4i.13 16.43 
Free access 136 28.57 7.68 
Unemployment Roverty 70 -, 6.09 1.64 
No response 54 11.34 3.05 
Total 177 i 100.00 

Source: Field S ~ ~ r v e y  

Factors Responsible for the current status of Forest Reserves 
Of the 476 respondents, 73.7% observed fanning activities as a contributing factor to the 
present condition of forests in the study area while 6.1% were of the opinion that 
unemployment/poverty were also contlibuting to the present degradable condition of the forest 
reserves in Southwesten1 Nigeria. It should however be observed that uncontrolled logging 
(74.4%), land for farming (73.7%) and poor management by government (72.9%) were the 
most popular factors among the respondents as being responsible for the present condition of 
forest reserves in the study area (Table 6). Secondary data from all the states sampled indicated 
that ail the forest reserves have been encroached upon (Tables 2, 3 . 4  Pc 5). 

Identified Forest Managers 

Table 7: Identified Managers of Forest Reserves 
Osun Ondo Ogun Lagos Total 
Freq % Freq % Freq % Freq % Freq % 

State Govt. 73 98.6 52 100.0 48 98.0 33 97.1 206 98.6 
Local Govt. - 
Community - 

Tntnl 74 lnnn 57 ~ n n n  do ~ n n n  Z A  inn 

From Table 7: 98.6% of the rcspondents interviewed indicated that the sa te  govemment is 
solely responsible for the management of the forest reserves in the study states. This scenario is 
contrary to Principle 2(d) of the United Nations General Assembly which stated that 
governments should promote and provide opportunities for the participation of interested 
parties, including local communities and indigenous people, industries, labour, non- 
governmental organizations and individuals, forest dwellers and women, in the development, 
implementation and planning of national forest policies (UN, 1999). 

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



.ai\up uo!m.~auaZax MOI ayl .I@$ a~qrsuodsas 
s! laql (%o'EE) slsa~oj aql jo ~uaura8aurrru aIqeu!rrlsns U F ~ I  xarjlol slsa-roj ayl urolj uo!~e~auaS 
anuaiia.1 u! palsa.Ialu! alom s! luaruu1ano8 lerll s! X:IUELIO~LUI ' ( % ~ . s L )  uoywauaa'a~ uarjl 
lalea.14 s! uor1epo1dxa S ~ M  su!~[dx.a Llued s ~ q ~  ' ( % E ' ~ P )  van Lpn~s ar11 u! moj s! uope~aua8a1 
1salo2 ley2 uo!u!do ar11 30 iC11cxauan" axaM s1013~iluo3 .taqur!I ayL ' ( 8 ~  a ~ q r r ~ )  pagquap! 
aia snxau u o ~ ~ e ~ a u a ~ a x j u o ! ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ x a  uo slailrurhjas j s~o l3~~)ucn  .Iaqm!l jo suopda3lad snoucn 

uogc~azra9ax pue U O ~ F J ! O ~ ~ X ~  uo nogcia3.xad 

~ 0 0 ~  L a h l n ~  pjay ::~13iiio~ 
uo!~e~auao"ax = iuor;t.l!o[dx~ = 2 :alop~, 

E'S 1 6': 1 1 '  Z 6'1 1 2'6 L 
O'EF 69 6'2 Z 8'8E 61 L'LS OE Z'Z! 6 asuodsa~ oLq 

.jsalalu! JO y j a ~  '~iioi) 
1'6 Gi 6'5 Z Z'OT S 9'6 S 5'6 L 3 @K 
L.5 Zi - - T ' F  E L'L P 8'9 S x 

E'Sf TOT T ' i r  9T 8'0; OZ L'LS OE E'LP SE x h t o ~  

.d:: pyaao, S ; I ! : ~  
Lpaaza: s; :! f ; a v  ai??S o p u ~  ui 1da3xa ~ i i aZ ix  u:aisazzqmog u! mo; L1ia;a~aZ e! luam:3.io~ua 
Me7 -czxn Lpn~s 2q; ti! saclsa Isalo; ail1 jo waruan"auc.~~ a!qeu!xsnsuc an; 7- oo :3aci-xit 
1ne3g!S!? c scq ~o~:ci?;!s syqz .a:eiapoTa aq 01 Iuamasqua IIZC; pa.y,a!:t %z'g; qi!.ti ,k~oi 
S; salels lnog aq; UT : u ~ ' x i a . ~ o ~ d ~ ~ ~ ~  I E ~ :  pa\!as.~ad may: l o  i ? j ~ x ~  'aZ;';a~c arp u s  ' ( o ; c ' ~ ~ j  
salz:s niTs3 pnc ( 0 i j ; . ~ ~ )  cpLJ3 n; alc:apou! Inq ' ( 3~63  sa;c:s so8r; put ( 3 ; ' ; ~ )  ~IC:S u ~ s s  
ur &,o: sz saj]jl\!:3r !;~:~313; uo ~~a'xas~o;iia ,?ia: pa.~jz31:6 S:Z~;!UI n \ ~ 5 :  5.i3:xxtix JaqiIIg q~ 

p ~ a r n a s ~ o ~ q  n : c ~  >s 30 aet~ds3;a- u 

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



Fzl.ceked "r&ieya of Foresj; >,iai:ag-ment 

Table 9: 7-ob:eE:s assodated ; ~ l h  ?orest Xaaageaect and Soggested Sohtiocs 

Identified Problems e % of 142 % 
Funding 55 40.5 
Encroacllment for illegal farming 40 28.2 
Flitchingtin-situ conversion) 45 33.8 
Shortage of staff 37 26.1 
Lack of facilities 3 9 27.5 
Inconsistent policies 9 6.3 
Poor law enforcement 42 29.6 
Lack of awareness 7 4.9 
Lack of institutional framec\..ork 4 2.8 
Competition for lnnd resources 7 4.9 
No response A ! A I 7.7 
Suggested SoIutions 
Adequate f~inding 57 40. ! 
Review of all laws /Enforcement of law 30 2i .1  
Improved management capabilitiesltraining 66 46.5 
Establishment of institutional framework 10 7.04 
Provision of logistics 58 40.8 
Employment of more staff 38 33.8 
Community participation ' 28 19.7 
Creat~on of awar-eness IS 12.7 
Closure of reserves 2 1.4 
No response 12 8.5 

So~irce: Freld Survey. 

Perception of Forestry Personnel on Management or" forest Reserve 
An average of 47.1% and 42.3% of the forest officials asse~ted that the management of the 
forest reser~es in all the four states sampled is bad and very bad  respective!^. None of the 
forest reserves has inanagement plan, there is inadequate personnel and obsolete forest laws 
which is a pointier to the fact that the state government in recent times have not got the 
capabilities of managing the forest estates effectively and efficientiy (Figure 2). 

Perceived Problems and sugzested Solutions of Forest Management 
Resuits from the study reveal that forest reserves are badly managed by the corresponding state 
government. Table 9 contains management personnel's perceived problems of forest 
management to include poor funding (40.8%), encroachment for agriculture (28.2%); in-situ 
conversion (33.870); shortage of staff (26.19'0)~ lack of facilities (27.5%); inconsistent policy 
(6.3%); poor law enforcement (29.6%); lack of awareness (4.9%) lack of institutional 
framework (2.88) and competition for land resources(4.9%). 

Table 9 also contains the forestry personnel's suggestions for mitigating the present 
management constraints In the forest reserves. These include adequate funding (40.1%), 
enforcement of forestry laws and regulations (21.!%), improved management capabilities and 
training (46.5%), establishment of institutional framework (7.04%), adeauate and timeiy 
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pm3:isic:: of : C g i ~ i i c ~  (LO.Y%), communir?; pzriicipation (19.:%'cj, creation cf ax,va:en=ss 
('17 -?c 
,,,.I .>) ~ n d  c losu :~  of forzs: :-esen.es (1.1%). 

Ta3ie 10: SinE S t r ~ n g i l  and Perreption of Forestry ? ~ ^ r s o ~ e l  OD Staff Aildeqilac:~ 
Cadres Osan Ondo Osun Laqos Total 
Proiessianai 1 3  J S  22 7 95 - : echnical - I ?  - 24 i 9 5 7 1 
Coifarmed 64 29 j 149 7 515 
3oundary Guard 5 1 4: - - 47 
.Lrtezdw:s 65 3 1 3 107 
Total 165 375 2668 24 835 

Oscn Ondo Ogun Lagos Total 
Staffadequzcp Yrea 4"0 Freq % Freq 4b Freq % Freq % 

No 35 76.0 27 64.3 22 59.5 i3  lGO.0 100 70.6 
Yes 12 26.0 I3 31.0 i 2  32.4 - 37 7-6.1 
No response 2 J.8 3 S.! - 5 3.5 

Total 50 100.0 42 100.0 37 100.0 l j  1000 :a2 100.0 

Source: Field Survey 

Table 11: Identified Government Policies on Exploitation by Forestry Personnel 
Identified Policies Freq % 
Rational and controlled harvesting on sustainable basis. SO 56.3 -. ~ 

Compoundment of offence detected on exploitat~on. I6 11.3 
Payment on permit basis for every stump feiled in free area. 17 19.0 
OTV, concession or area basis for exploitation in forest reserve. 29 20.4 
Exploitation based on allocation 43 30.3 
Revenue generation through exploitation 38 26.8 
Selective expioitation 27 19.0 
Regeneration at par wit11 exploitation 39 27.5 
No response 34 23.9 

Source: Field Survey 

Table la:.%ggested Management strate$es by Forestry Personnel 
Identified management strategies Freq % 

Preparat~on of manaqernent plans for eoch Forest Reserve SO 56 3 
Education of stakeholders 
Massive afforestation 
Thinning of exploited plantations 
Discourage illegal farming 
Encourage private and community participation 
Artificial and natural regeneration 
Sustainable exploitation 
Taungya system 
Exoansion of forest estate 5 3.5 

Source: Field Survey 
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Figure 3: Perceptions of Resoondent's Reaction of 
iegis!ators io Forestry ?lladers 

Table 13: Views of Forestry Personnel on Government Implementation of Z'olicp 
Osun Ondo Ogun Lagos Total 

Freq % Freq 8 Freq % Freq % Freq. % 

Xo 22 4L.0 !8 42.9 17 45.9 10 76.9 67 47.2 
Yes 26 52.0 19 45.2 15 43.2 - 61 42.9 
No 2 4.0 5 11.9 4 10.8 3 23.1 IS 9.9 

respo 
nse 

Toral 50 100.0 42 100 37 100.0 13 100.0 I42 100.0 

Source: Field Survey 

Staff Strength and adequacy 
Discussion with forestry officials (Table 10) revealed staff inadequacy in the study area by 
70.4% of them while 26.1% was of the forestry officials were of the opinion that staff strength 
was adequate in the study area. This had earlier been observed by Enabor (1981b) who 
submitted that the staff strength in Nigeria's Forestry Departments were grossly inadequate in 
relation to the forest extent and forest activities. This was also reposed by Akindele (2000) who 
observed that many forestry services are handicapped by shortage of trained personnel both in 
quantity and quality. 

Government Policies on Exploitation 
The components of government policies on forest exploitation as identified by forestry officials 
were presented in Table 11. Forestry personnel affirmed through FGDs that all the policy 
statements on exploitation of forest resources were merely paper work, which were not adhered 
to in all the states under study, hence the unsustainable management of the forest resources. 

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



? 4 ~ ~ a g - ~ ~ n ~  StZ3i,-$.es 
Conszquent i i p n  the n i ~ h  rcre of ~xpio i r~ t ion  and the pcor ;i?anaZexe;l; struc:;ir- of rh: ~GTES; 

es;ates in study are-, rhe fcresiry official ?roffe-ed som'e m a n 3 ~ e ~ e n t  st~acerries as single anti 
;ni;itio!e solntions to ihe degaded state of all the forest reserves. These incliide precars:ion of 
manazement plan for each forest reserve (55.3%70!, education of stakehclders on susiainabie 
rnanzgem$r.t (17.6%). nassive affcl-estation programne (36.6%), private acd cornnunity 
participation (?1.77b) as :veil as sustainable forest ex~loication (18.?%j among others (Table 9j  

Legislation and Forestry Matters 

The legis!adve and executive arms of the government inflirence foi-estp practices through the 
approval and release of its budgetary al!ocation or otherwise. However, 36.6% of h e  forestry 
officials sampied perceived che reaction of the legislative and the executive arms of 
government as negative to forestry matters (Figure I?). Altho~:gh. 71.5% of them did not 
perceive their reaction as negative, 36.1% are undecided on the issue. 

Forest Policy 
Forty seven percent of the forestry personnel sampled were of the opinion that forest policies 
though in existence were neither in use nor adhered to while 42.9% held contrary opinion. 
Inappropriate policies have been the underlying causes of much forest loss in sol;thwestern 
Sigeria. 

Sunlmary, Conclusion and Recommendation 

Forest management practice in Nigeria before independence saw forests as the sole 
responsibility of tlie colonial government, wilich was handed over to their successors, the 
Federal and State gove~nments under the auspices of the forestry officials. Although, the 
campaign to save the forest has been the concern of forest scientists, the wholesale o\,eruse of 
forest prodace and destruction of the forest cover in the tropics and boreal forest was alarming 
from the early 20"' to date. Thus, forest management pi-esently involves more fundamental 
questions about f~inctions and services provided by forests and about stakeholders' equity and 
expectations. 

In soiithwestern Nigeria, all the forest reserves have been encroached upon and the state 
governments are solely responsible for the management of the forest reserves. However, 
government is more interested in revenue generation from the forests rather than their 
sustainable management, which is responsible for the low regeneration drive from the sub- 
sector. Also: law enforcement on forestry activities was pel-ceived to be low by tlie timber 
contractors/saw millers in Osun and Lagos states. but moderate in Ondo and 0, wrn states. 

Forest officials were of the opinion that the management of the forest reserves in all the four 
states sampled was bad. Also, none of the forest reserves has management plan apart from thelr 
being plagoed by inadequate personnel and obsolete forest laws, whicli are pointier to the 
incapability of the southwestern state governments to managing the forest estates effectively 
and efficiently. Inappropriate policies were also identified as underlying causes of much forest 
loss in southwestern Nigeiia as policy statements on exploitation of forest resources were 
merely paper work. Proffered management strategies by the forestry official included 

- .. 
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pe?aration of nanagenlent plan for each foresi reserve. ed~1~3tiijn tjf s::lkei~oide~-s on 
susi5nahie nq,anagement. nassive a?fcres:atio? prosarnne, ?ri:'a~e and commonity 
particiption as wei'i as siistainable !crest exploitarion. 
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