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ABSTRACT 

Tiiis paper examined tlie poteiitial of forest cofiservatiofi sifpporl comfnunication alofig 
traditional inedia in use for agricultural inforination dissemiiiation in and aroiind two reserved sites: 
Old Oyo National Park, Oyo and Oluwa forest reserve iii Ondo State. Results sliow that the 
reliability of Forest Conservahofi Syppoit infoimatioii (FCSI) sources depeilds on access to media 
amo~ ig  respondents (Pearson's ,y = 338.7: d f  = 160: P I  5 0.000). So also, appropriateness 
deterfiinies tlie relevance of traditional niedia iii Oid Oyo National Park eiivironnient to FCSC 
(Pearson's ,y = 176.47; d f  = 60; ~r 5 OOO)  7111s was iiowever not the case in 01uwa forest 
reserve enclaves (Pearson's , y 2  = 29 595: d f  = 28; P i  > 0.383) Here. the perception of inhabitants 
011 appropriateness o f  media for FCSC does not translate to their being relevalit for the safne 
purpose. But the relevance of traditional cominiiiiicatioii to present-day developtneiit challenges 
was found to be very significant 111 the study sites. Only 2.5% and 7% of i~ihabita~i ts of Oluvda 
forest enclaves and Old Oyo National Park environment respectively considered trado 
cominifiiication as ~rrelevaiit to forest coiisen/atio~i siippofi com~nu~ifcatio~i. Afiaiysis of var~afice 
oil traditiofiai media accessed in the two study sites also revealed no variatio~i (F = 3.01, d f  = 244. 
0 ' 05) 

Fiirther~iiore. i Oluwa Forest efrciaves, 88.75% of the respoiidefits' perceived trado 
coi~i~iiunicatioi i  as coinpieinenti~ig otiier iiifor~natioii soiirces, while the rest opined that it's use 
alone could effect and sustain developmeiit initiatives. However nofie of the responde~its ill the 
two sites is of tile view that the use of trad~tioiial coiii~nuiiicatio~i inedia shoifld be relegated to the 
background in FCSC i t  is therefore recoinmended thai effective indigenous fnedia should be 
adopted and empowered to ensure that developinent initiatives are not wrongly imbibed. So also, 
traditional institutioiis in the study area must be identified and empowered wit17 sustainable forest 
conservatioii ~iiforiiiatiofi and technologies. 

/ Keywords  Sustainable Develop~nent: Traditional Media. Protected A~ea: Iiiforniatioii 
Dwse~nination: and Comfnuiiicatioii Strategy. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Forest conservation support 

communication (FCSC) is a conscious and 
purposeful exchange of ideas with the aim of 
inciting, mobilizing and convincing people to 
imbibe a new culture and or change their 
attitude towards the use of forest and their 
resources (Azeez 2002). It is also aimed at 
enlisting the support of the people for 
participation in forest conservation projects. 
These views have eariier been expressed by 
F A 0  (1993). which submitted that successful 
rural development demands a conscious and 
active participation of the intended 
beneficiaries at every stage of development 
process. because rural deveiopment cannot 
take place without changes in attitudes and 
behaviour among the people concerned. 

However, different views on development 
ied to divergent views on the relationship 
between communication and development and 
hence, the communication strategies most 

desirable for development. The social-Darwinlstic 
view often buttressed by a disjunctive approach to 
social learning, requires that new communication 
technology (especially radio and television) 
should be employed to create new "modern 
experience". This would dissociate the masses 
from their traditional background and lead their 
aspirations towards modern concepts and life 
style. The Social Darwinistic paradigm strategy 
emanated from the dominant paradigm of 
development. which merely established a 
relationship between the mass media and the 
index of modernization (Dominic et a/, 1990). 

The dominant paradigm also equates 
modernization to development (Lerner, 1958). 
However, Lerner implied causality among the 
variables of the equation based on the strength Of 
the correlations (Fjes. 1976) even though 
correlational measures are necessary but not 
sufficient indicators of causality (Shaw. 1966. 
Schramm and Ruggels. 1967) Invariably. 
establishing a relationship between the mass 
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media and various indices of modernization 
does not necessarily translate to the impacting 
of modernization by the mass media. 

But this is not downplaying the role of 
mass media in deveiopment because their 
ability to disseminate intormatlon through 
innovation diffusion are important to effecting 
change (Rogers. 1983). Also supporting this 
fact, Rostow (1960) submitted that the 
electronic media occupy a particular place of 
importance in stages of the development 
process. But these assertions merely 
emphasize the efficacy of the media of mass 
communication without giving due regards to 
the culture and socio-economic realities of the 
target communities (Azeez. 2002). The 
capacity of a rural community to respond to a 
specified local development plan andlor 
market forces differs dramatically. depending 
on the socio-economic and cultural foundation 
of the community (Barret, e ta / .  2002; Hudson 
and Cheatle, 1993). Schultz (1974) also 
posited that among primitive and peasant 
societies cultural beliefs and behaviour often 
play an equal or greater role than economic 
consideration when deciding to accept or 
reject change 

Therefore, for an effective forest 
conservation support communication strategy 
to emerge, the cultural beliefs and behaviour 
of the target beneficiaries are important 
factors. An understanding of these factors 
among target groups will give a better 
understanding of the group Such knowledge 
is termed Indigenous Knowledge (iK). They 
are locally acquired knowledge gained from 
the direct interaction of human with their 
environment Chambers, et a1 (1989), 
described IK as individual technical knowledge 
gained with respect to certain activities. 
Generally, IK is the sum of experience and 
knowledge from a given culture, Society or 
group, which therefore form the basis of 
decision-making (Warren, 1991. Warren and 
Cashman 1989). 

Combating deforestation through rational 
utilization - conservation of forest resources is 
also not a new phenomenon. In the early 
times traditional forest conservation prevailed 
and they had their history firmly rooted in the 
culture of the people. Matowanyika (1991) 
opined that rural development initiative in 
Africa must not be formulated and executed 
without lndigenous Management System 
(IMS). These indigenous systems (IS) are 
characterized by a strong integration of 
economic, social and cultural institutions and 
values. Also, FA0 (1991) identified the chief 
unifying attributes of iS as k~nship and division 

of labour, which usuaiy results in sustainable and 
equitable development (FA0 1991). 

This paper investigated the prospect of 
indigenous communication medialchannels as a 
means of accessing information on rational 
utilization of forest resources in two study sites - 
Old Oyo National Park and Oluwa forest reserve 
in southwestern Nigeria~ 

The Study Area 
The study covers southwestern Nigeria (Fig. 

I ) ,  which lies between longitudes 2' 30' a rd  6" 
OO'E and latitudes 6'20' and 8' 37'N The area is 
bounded in the East by Rivers and Anambra 
States; in the North by Kwara and Kogi States in 
the West by Benin Republic: and in the South by 
the shoreline of the Eastern part of the Gulf of 
Guinea Southwestern Nigeria is one of the most 
densely populated parts of Nigeria and is mainly 
inhabited by the Yorubas. The total population of 
the people in the study area was projected at 
28,767,752 in the year 2002 (NPC. 1991). The 
bulk of this population resides in the rural areas 
with farming being the residents' main occupation. 

Old Oyo National Park 
Gazetted on he l o t h  of March 1973. Old Oyo 

National Park IS situated within latitudes 8" 15' 
and 9' N and longitude 3' 35' and 4' 42' east. The 
park covers a total land area of 2.512 km2 and 
was established under decree 36 of 1991 out of 
the former upper OgunIOyo lle forest reserve It is 
located in the nerve center of the extinct Old Oyo 
Empire. The ruins of the capital, Oyo or Katunga 
still exist within the park and this has great 
ecotourist potentials because since 1885, when 
Old Oyo fell, tili very recently, human interference 
in the park was minimal (OONP 2001). 

Oluwa forest reserve 
This reserve covers a total of 862 km2 and it 

is located between latitudes 6' 35' and 7' 20'N 
and longitudes 3' 45' and 4' 32 'E  The study site 
- Ondo State Afforestation Project (OSAP) 1s 
situated within the reserve. OSAP was part of a 
long te rm plantation programme in Nigeria, which 
is expected to yield 200rn3/ha of pulpwood and 
100m31ha of sawn logs over a time span of 15 
years (Ogunlade and Odunlami 1989). 

Population and sampling 
The target population for the study is tt,e local 

communities within Oluwa forest reserve enclaves 
and the communities around Old Oyo National 
Park The population also included the 
management staff of the forest reserveINational 
Park and the extension staff of Oyo and Ondo 
States Ministries of Agriculture and Naturai 
Resources 
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Purposive and multistage Random 
sampling techniques were used for the study. 
By virtue of Old Oyo National Park being the 
only National Park in south western Nigeria, 
and the relative impact of Oyo State 
Agricultural Development programme's 
extension agents in that zone (Azeez et a/. 
2000). the park was purposively selected for 
this study. The selection of Oluwa forest 
reserve is due to its timber yield per hectare, 
which when compared with that of commercial 
indigenous specie from the natural forest over 
a period exceeding 100 years, is almost ten 
fold (Ogunlade and Odunlami. 1989). Apart 
from this, the Importance of Oluwa forest 
reserve to the economy of Ondo State cannot 
be overemphasized 

Twenty percent of the settlements in and 
around each of the study sites was randomly 
selected using the statistical table of random 
numbers. Finally, 10% of the inhabitants, in 
each of the selected settlements were 
randomly interviewed (Table 1). 

The percentages chosen at each stage 
are expected to give accurate information on 
the population and at much less cost, time and 
efforts (Ogunfiditimi, 1986) Furthermore, 60 of 
the second set of questionnaires were 
randomly administered to forest management 
staff of the two study sites and the extension 
staff of the two states MANR. Also, local 
opinions were sought through focus group 
discussions involving opinion leaders and local 
inhabitants. Data generated was analysed 
using frequency distribution, analyses of 
variance. Pearson's Likeiihood ratio and linear 
by linear chi-square statistics 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Background information about 
respondents' demography 

From the study, majority of the 
respondents (93.02%) around Old Oyo 
National park and 58.8% of those in Oluwa 
forest reserve enclaves are male (Fig. 2). 
However, this does not mean that the study 
sites are dominated by male since more than 
90% of the respondents' are married (Fig. 3). 
Similarly, only 25.8% of the extension 
personnel on the average are yet to be 
married with the highest (40.9%) cases being 
among the Ondo state personnel. 

Duration o f  residence in  the study sites 
From Table 2, most of the inhabitants' 

(73.3%) around Old Oyo National Park 
environment have been resident in the site for 
over 15 years but only 35% have similar 
experience among the residents of Oluwa 
forest enclaves. Thls may be the reason why 

urban life still thrills more than 50% of the 
residents in Oluwa forest enclaves, while 45.8% 
of the inhabitants' of Old Oyo National park 
environment perceived urban life as highly 
expensive and less satisfactory. 

Forest Benefits 
Examining the perception of respondents' on 

benefits derived from the protected sites, 
extraction of fuelwood and timber (Oluwa - 
48.3%; Old Oyo - 34.4%) was more favoured. 

However, while this benefit was followed by 
the exraction of medicinal plants, wildlife and 
fru~ts among residents surrounding Old Oyo 
National Park (32 5%). the sourcing of cool and 
drinkable water from Oluwa forest reserve 
(22.8%) was favoured among residents of the 
reserve enclaves as optional benefits (Table 3) 

The study further sought to clarify the 
knowledge of inhabitants on the relationship 
between the protected areas and environmental 
amelioration. Majority (71% in old Oyo and 95% In 
Oluwa) attributed weather vagaries to the work of 
God, while very few residents (old Oyo - 46.5%: 
Oluwa - 8.25%) linked the vagaries in weather to 
the utilization of the protected sites (Table 4). 
Further, an average of 151 respondent were 
indifferent to the identified causes of weather 
vagaries in Old Oyo National Park environment, 
while only an average of 5 dwellers felt the same 
way in Oluwa forest reserve enclaves. So also, on 
the average more respondent favoured the 
identified causes in Old Oyo National Park 
environment than in Oluwa forest reserve 
enclaves (Table 4). 

This is suffice to say that respondent 
surrounding Old Oyo National Park are more 
culture bound and they identify with nature more 
than their Oluwa forest reserve enclaves counter- 
part. But, disappearance of forest (if there is any) 
within Oluwa forest reserve may not be easily 
noticed by local residents due to enforcement of 
reserve regulations and continuous regeneration 
within the reserve. This does not necessarily 
mean that weather vagaries are not noticed in 
Oluwa forest reserve enclaves or that local 
residents are not culture bound. But, it should be 
noted that many local residents in Oluwa forest 
reserve enclaves are non-indigenes and hence 
may not have the same social and cultural 
background. 

Farming Systems 
From Figure 4, the study revealed that the 

most favoured farming system in the study area 
was crop rotation (Old Oyo - 47.17%; Oluwa - 
37 8%) followed by shifting cultivation (Old Oyo - 
28.3%, Oluwa - 28 1%) The practice of 
Agroforestry was favoured by very few residents 
(Old Oyo - 142%. Oluwa - 15.9%). 
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This however shows that agroforestry 
practice (encompassing all forms of 
Agroforestry land use systems with exception 
of agr~silviculture) is not allen in the two sites. 
But as expressed by residents, lack of 
knowledge on this multiple land use system is 
an important limiting factor to its practice. 
Another identified limit is inadequate farmland 
to accommodate the practice. But, this is more 
pronounced among residents of Oiuwa forest 
enclaves (Table 5) .  Further, an average of 33 
and 10 dwellers in Old Oyo National Park 
environment and Oluwa forest reserve 
enclaves respectively are undecided on what 
is limlting their practice of sustainable land 
use So also, more of the respondent in Oluwa 
forest reserve enclaves agreed on the 
identified benefits as limiting the practice of 
sustainable land use. This has to do with the 
nature of activities in the two protected sites. 

Residents of Old Oyo National Park 
environs are basically arable farmers with no 
land area limitation practicing sustainable land 
use is not by force Their contemporary in the 
forest reserve have to comply with reserve 
regulation and mandate and hence practice 
sustainable land use. However, residents in 
both sites have the same needs but not the 
same constrain. Thus one of the group is 
bound to appreciate constrains more than the 
other. 

Willingness t o  embrace sustainable 
landuse among respondents 

Table 6 shows that residents in both 
sites are wililng to embrace sustainable land 
use practices. although such willingness is 
more pronounced among residents of Oluwa 
forest enclaves (90%). In Old Oyo National 
Park environment, willing residents are 72.1%. 

Sources o f  information in  the study sites 
Among the residents of OONP 

environment, the most popular information 
source on forest conservation 1s the 
agricultural extension workers (35.1%), while 
radio was favoured in the Oluwa forest 
enclaves (45.2%). Residents of Oluwa 
enclaves also source information from their 
community1religious leaders (40%) and 
through friends interpersonal contacts (9.1%). 
In the OONP environment, other favoured 
information sources are Radio (27.3%), 
communityireligious leaders (182%) and 
workers of the OONP (12.59%) - Table 7 

This finding further impressed the impact 
of the extension neiwork of Oyo State 
Agricultural Development Programme. Shaki 
zone on the residents surrounding OONP But 
it should be pointed out that there is no single 

forestry extension agent in both Oyo and Ondo 
State MANRs The study also revealed that the 
personnel of OONP and Oyo State's MANR have 
put in more years of service than their Ondo state 
counterparts (Table 8). This was due to the 
personnel management style (contract staffing at 
senior staff level) adopted in OSAP whose staff 
formed a higher percentage of the interviewee in 
Ondo State 

Relevance o f  Traditional Communication t o  
Information Dissemination o n  Forest 
Conservation in  the Study Area 

The reievance of trado communicatron to 
development challenges cannot be overstressed 
in the two sites. From Table 9. it is observed 
that45% consider traditional communication 
methods as highly relevant and 46.3% perceived 
it as quite relevant, while only 2.5% considered 
the method as irrelevant among residents of 
Oluwa forest enclaves. Similarly, response from 
residents of OONP environment followed the 
same pattern, although enthusiasm in favour of 
traditional methods of communication is lower 
(Table 9). 

Furthermore, inhabitants expatiated on the 
roles that traditional media could play in the 
present age (Table 11). In Oluwa forest enclaves, 
majority of the residents (88.8%) perceived 
traditional media as playing complimentary role 
with modern media, while the rest were of the 
opinion that trado media are capable of promoting 
forest conser'datlon information without the 
assistance of modern media. Similar trend was 
recorded in the OONP environment None of the 
respondents in the two sites favoured the 
relegation of traditional media to the background 
m the dissemination of forest conservation 
information 

Further a hypothesis on the views of 
respondents on the appropriateness of media as 
determinant of their relevance to FCSC in the 
study area was tested. The test was based on the 
X2 test statistics. Result shows that the relevance 
of trado-communication methods among 
residents of OONP was determined by the 
appropriateness of the methods to FCSC but this 
is not the case in Oluwa forest reserve enclaves 
(Table 12) 

However. the cross-tabulation analyses (on 
which the tests were based) reveaied similar 
trend at both sites. In OONP. 60 (out of 86) 
respondents favoured the relevance of traditional 
forms of d~sseminating FCSI, but only 9 of them 
favoured the appropriateness of viliage1religious 
meeting (the most favoured indigenous source of 
FCSI in the two sites) for FCSC Similarly in 
Oluwa, 73 (out of 80) respondents favoured the 
relevance of indigenous sources of information. 
while 18 favoured the appropriateness of 
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. agelreligious meetings only for FCSC (1999), which identified definite potential in 
Appendices l a  & b) applying folk media for rural development work 

The study also revealed that access to 
media does not necessarily translate to the RECOMMENDAT'ONS 

reliability of such media for FFSC (Table 13) in To achieve effective FCSC, the following are 

the study area (Pearson's x = 338 763; d f  = suggested in the study area: 

160, and Pr = 0.000). Invariably, access to a. Traditional institutions must be identified in 

media. which define a ~ ~ r o ~ r i a t e n e s s  in the the rural areas and adequately empowered with 
, ,  , 

study area, does not automatically make a 
media relevant to FCSC in the study area. 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
Although both study sites are protected 

areas, residents of Oluwa forest reserve 
enclaves are leading regimented life within the 
forest estate while their co-interviewee in Old 
Oyo National Park environment are not. The 
latter have more land area to farm on, but the 
former are limited by plantation management 
principles. This notwithstanding, the socio- 
economic and cultural characteristics of 
residents in both sites are similar. But 
permanent residence is more prevalent in 
OONP environment, where access to land is 
not limited. 

Furthermore. the benefits derived from 
forests revealed that OONP is not exclusively 
protected from local residents. So also. 
farming system practiced in the two sites are 
the same with only a slight variation in 
frequency distribution of the practices among 
residents. The distribution also revealed that 
residents of Oluwa forest reserve enclaves are 
equally flouting the plantation management 
regulations. Thus, residents in the two 
protected areas under study need 
enlightenment and education on the principles 
and benefits of forest conservation. 

The sources of information on forest 
conservation readily available to respondents' 
are relatively the same, although their level of 
awareness and knowledge on forest 
conservation through these sources is very 
low. Invariably, radio and other mass media 
(which are most favoured) are not effective 
enough for disseminating FCSl This is 
because the perception of inhabitants' on 
appropriateness of media was based on 
access to such media. However, access to 
media has no exclusive impact on relevance of 
media to efficient information dissemination in 
the study area. Thus, the continued relevance 
of trado-communication among residents 
despite their perceiving other media as 
relevant to FCSC implied that trado- 
communication has not been effectively 
utilized in the study area. The study therefore 
concluded that residents' in the study area will 
be better informed on FCSl using indigenous 
or traditional media. This is in line with F A 0  

forest conservation information by. . Organizing round-table discussions in 
local dialect between experts in 
integrated land-use, agriculture, forestry, 
extension and rural development on one 
hand and the community leaders as well 
as the opinion leaders of rural 
communities on the other hand: and 
Organizing symposia for media 
executives. presenters and directors on 
the use of local languages for promoting 
forest conservation initiatives. 

This is expected to go a long way at 
impacting the cultural psychic of res~dents 
towards the importance of protected areas and 
hence their perception of information on or about 
its care 

b Identified traditional method of informatlon 
dissemination must be thorouahlv studied with a 

u ,  

view to adapting such methods in programme 
presentation on the electronic media, most 
especially radio which is mostly favoured in the 
study area for accessing information 

REFERENCES 

Azeez, I. 0.. L. Popoola, and L. A. Adebisi 
(2000): Impact Assessment of Unified Agricultural 
Extensioil System on Agroforestry Development 
in Oyo State. Nigeria, Jour~ial of Tropical Forest 
Resources (vol. 16 ( I ) .  pp 91 - 106. 

Azeez, I. 0. (2002). Evaluation of Media Mix for 
Disseminating Forest Conservation Information in 
Southwestern Nigeria, a Ph.D Thesis Submitted 
to the Faculty of Agriculture and Forestry, 
University of lbadan, Nigeria, 230pp. 

Barret, C. B., F. Place, and A. A. Aboud (2002). 
National Resources Management in African 
Agriculture-Understanding and improving current 
practices, CAB1 Publishing (Oxon UK) ,  in 
association with the International Center for 
Research jn Agroforestry, Nairobi, Kenya xv + 

335 PP 

Chambers, R., Pacey, A. and Thrupp, L. A. 
(1989) Farmer First - Farmer Innovation and 
Agricultural Research, International Technology 
Publicaticns, London 

Dominic, A.I., S.R. Andrew and D.F. Womak 
(1990): Building Communication Theory. 
Waveland Press Incorporated Prospect Heights 
Illinois, U S  A, 459 p p +  Subject Index. 

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



TRADITIONAL MEDIA USE IN FOREST CONSERVATION SUPPORT COMMUNICATION 

F A 0  (1991): Social and Institutional Aspects 
of Sustainable Agriculture and Rural 
Development, in F A 0  Background Document 
No 5. 

(1 993) Development Communlcat~on 
Food and Agricultural Organlzatlon. 20 pp 

(1999): Folk and Traditional Media for 
Rural Development, an article on a workshop 
held on Communication for Development 
(Groupextension, education and 
commun~cation service) by the FAO's 
Research, Extension andTraining Division, in 
Malawi, August 23 - September 3. 1999. 
2 6 ~ ~ .  

Hudson, N. and Cheatle, R. J. (1993): 
work~ng with farmers for better land 
husbandry, intermediate technology 
publications in association with world 
association of soil and water conservation, 
UK, viii + 272 pp. 

Fjes, F. (1976): Communication and 
Development - an unpublished paper, college 
of Cornmunlcations. University of Illinois. 
Urbana - Charnpa~gn. 

Lerner., D. (1958): The Passing of Traditional 
Society - Modernizing the Middle East, Free 
Press, New York. 

Matowanyika, J. Z. Z. (1991): In Pursuit of 
Proper Content for Sustainability in Rural 
Africa, in Tlie Env;ronmenfalist, vol. 11 (No. 2). 

NPC. (1991) Nigeria's Census Summary. 
1991 from the office of National Populatlon 
Cornmisslon Abuja, Nigeria, 87 pp 

Ogunfiditimi, T. 0. (1986): Community Survey 
Method - Statistical techniques and computer 
analysis, Marygrant publishers lbadan. Nigeria, 

61 PP 

Ogunlade, A. B. and F. K. Odunlami (1989): 
Monitoring systems for forestry plantation projects 
in Nigeria - A practical approach, Ondo State 
Afforestation project, Nigeria, x + 55pp. 

Rogers, E. M. (1983): Diffusion of innovations (3'* 
ed.) New York: Free Press, 453pp. 

Rostow, W. W. (1960) The Stages of Economlc 
Growth - A Non-Communist Manifesto. 
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, U. K. 

Schramm, W. (1976): End of an Old Paradigm, 
Schrarnm. W and D. Lerner (eds.) 
Communicat~on and Change, The Uriiversity 
Press, East - West Center. Honolulu, Hawaii, pp. 
45 - 48. 

Schultz, J. J. (1974)' Primitive and Peasant 
Economics Brlggs, H. H and R L Tinnerme 
(eds.) Small Farm Agricultural Development 
Problems, Colorado state University press. Fort 
Collins pp. 1 - 67. 

Shaw, E. (1966): An Intra-India Analysis of 
Selected Communication-Development Variables, 
Ph. D. Dissertation, Stanford University. 

Warren, D. M. and K. Cashman (1988): 1 .  K. for 
Sustainable Agricultural and Development, 
Gateway Series, No. SA10, I. I. E. D. 

Warren, D. M. (1991): Using 1 K, in Agricultural 
Development, Discussion paper 127, World Bank, 
Washington. 

Table 1: Summary o f  Sample Population I Site in  the Study Area 
11 1 I 1 NLlMBEROF 1 NUMBER OF . - 

FARMING QUESTIONNAIRES STUDY 
SITES 

Old Oyo 
Nat~onal 

Park 

Oluwa 
Forest 

Reserve 

- 

HOUSEHOLDS ADMINISTERED 
4, 580* 1 25 

I 1 I I I I L U 3  

*OYSADEP's vlllage survey summary, 2001 

SETTLEMENTS 
SAMPLED 

Tede 
Sepeteri 
lgbet~ 
lkoyi lle 
Ago Are 
Gbekerelu 
Legee 
lisagbede 
Epe Maklnde 
Ogunlepa l l  
Ogunlepa I 

POPULATION 
SIZE 

19,490' 
16, 346' 
35 655- 
4, 411" 
11,699* 

300-500** 
5.000-8000** 

300-500** 
800-1 OOO*' 
100-1 50** 
250-400" UNIV
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Table 2 Years of Residence i n  the Study Area by lnhabltants' 
Old Oyo N P Oluwa F R Mean 

Duratlon of Res~dency Freauencv O h  Freauencv Oh i%) 
A 2-5Years  04 05 00 02 50 
B >5 - 10 Years 19 22 09 28 35 00 28 95 
C > lo -15Years  04 04 65  20 25 00 14 83  
D >15Years 6 3  73 26 28 35 00 54 1 3  
Total 86 100 00 80 100 00 

Table 3: Benefits o f  Forest t o  lnhabltants in  the Study Area 
Some ldentlfled Old Oyo N P Oluwa F R Mean 

Benef~ts Frequency % Frequency O h  (%) 
Source of fuel wood and tlmber 

52 34 44 72 48 32 41 38 
Source of med~clnal plants 
wlldllfe and frults 49 32 45 20 13 42 22 94 
Source of cool breeze 36 23 34 23 1 5 4 4  19 39 
Source of cool and drinkable 12 07 95 34 22 82 15 39 
water 
No Response 02 01 32 0 66 
Total 151 100 00 149 100 00 

Table 4: Frequency Distribution o f  Inhabitants' Perceptions on Identified Causes o f  Weather 
Vagaries in the Study Sites 

Old Oyo N P Oluwa F R 
S A A UN D SD SA A UN D SD 

The work of God 36 25 11 06 08 74 02 04 - 

Neglect of Norms and 
Values 03 25 17 30 11 03 16 04 49 08 
Too many sins 06 12 13 31 24 02 06 06 42 24 
D~sappearance of 18 22 18 13 15 - 07 05 49 19 
forests 
The  gods are angry 03 06 18 18 41 - 06 04 70 

19.6 19.8 1 5 8  06.2 0 5 0  28.8 24.2 
ed; D= Disagree: and SD= Strongly Disagree. 

Table5: Frequency Distribution o f  the Llmltatlons o f  Inhabitants' t o  Sustainable Land Use In 
the Study Area 

L~rnitati Oluwa F R 
SA A U N D  SD SA A UN D SD 

Lack of 21 10 32 18 05 39 19 10 11 01 
awareness 
Lackofknowledge 13 23 32 10 08 23 39 10 05 03 
Inadequatefarm 06 11 33 15 21 17 42 10 09 02 
land 
Lack of ~ncentlves 29 19 33 01 04 44 24 10 01 01 
Phobla for trees 04 35 22 25 - 10 34 36 

Mean 1 3 8  1 3 4  33 1 3 2  1 2 6  2 4 6  2 4 8  1 0 0  1 2 0  0 8 8  
NB*SA= strongly agree A= agree UN= undecided SD= strongly dlsagree & D= disagreeSource UNIV
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Table 6. Will able land Use Practlce 
Oluwa F R Mean 

Level of Wfilingness Frequency % Frequency 
A Strongly wlllng 3 1 36 05 21 26 25 31 15 
B Wlllhna 3 1 36 05 51 63 75 49 90 ~ ~ 

C. undecided 04 04 65 05 06.25 05.45 
D. May be willing 07 08.14 04.07 
E. Not willing 03 03.49 01.75 
No Response 10 11 6 3  03 03.75 07.69 
Total 

Table 

Sources of information Frequency % Frequency % (YO) 
Radio 55 45.83 58 55 78 50.81 
Television 
Agr~cultural extension workers 22 18.33 07 06.73 12.53 
Community1 religious leaders 18 15 3 1 29.81 17 41 
Through frlends 13 10.83 06 05.77 08.30 
Others 12 1000 03.33 
No response 02 01 92 00 96 
Total 

Table 8: Experience o f  Change Personnel in their Ministry I Programme 

Years of Experfence Oyo State Ondo State Mean 
Frequency % Frequency % (%I 

A 2 - 5 Years 02 06 90 11 40 74 23 82 
B >5 - 10 Years 12 41 38 07 25 93 33 66 
C >10-15Years 06 20 69 02 0741 1405 
D >15Years 09 31 03 07 25 93 2845 
Total 29 100 00 27 100 00 

Table 9: Inhabitants' Perception o n  the Relevance of Traditional Communication t o  Forest 
Conservation 

. . an 
Level of Relevance Frequency Oh Frequency Oh ("0) 

A. Highly relevant 29 33.72 36 45.00 39 36 
B. Relevant 3 1 36.05 37 46.25 41.15 
C Don't know 02 02.33 03 03.75 03.04 
D. Less relevant 18 20.93 02 02 50 11.72 
E Irrelevant 06 06 98 02 02 50 04 74 
Total 80 
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Table 10: Summary of  ANOVA on  the Traditional Media that Inhabitants have Access to  i n  the 
Study Sites 

Sum of squares Deqree of Mean F Value S~qn~f~cance 
Freedom Square 

Between Groups 7806 466 1 3903 233 3 006 051 
W ~ t h ~ n  Groups 314217 632 158 

Promotion of  rural Development Initiatives 

P 
A Complimentary 60 56 60 70 88 75 
B Dom~nant 23 21 69 09 11 25 
C Domlnate mass 

med~a Programme 13 12 26 
D Relegated to the 

backqround 
No response 04 3 77 
Total 106 100 00 80 100 00 

Table 12: Summary of  the Chi-Square (X2 )  Analyses of  the Appropriateness of Media as 
Determinant o f  Media Relevance to  FCSC 

Test Statistics Oyo Oluwa OYO Oluwa OY 0 Oluwa 
Pearson's x 176 47 29.595 60 28 0 0 0 0  0.383 
Likelihood Ratio 97.34 35.417 60 28 0.002 0.158 

1 0 457 0.962 

Table 13: Summary of  Chi-square Test on the Reliability o f  FCSl Sources Depending on  
Access to  Media among Respondents' 

Pearson s x 2  338 703 160 o 000 
Likelihood Ratlo 121 247 160 0 990 
L~near by L~near Assoc~at~on 0 063 161 0 801 
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Inhabitants Ext. Personnel Inhabitants Ext. Personnel 

Old Oyo N P Olu\va F R 

Study Sites 

Fig 2 : Sex Distribution among Respondents in the Study Area 

o U 1 7 y e N P  o b w r r  F R 

s t u d y  Sires ( R e s p o n d e n t s )  
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Old q o  N P Oi"",C F R 

Study Sites 

Flg. 4 Previl~ling Fannllng Systems in the Study Sltei 
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