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K g - - 7  in the Throes of 
E $s: 

.,,.rology ta the brcue 
BENEDICT A OLADELE, PH.D 

Introduction 
The -tion of the defunct USSR and the collapse of the Berlin Wall in 1989 

as one of the last vestiges of the cold war em, have among other factors combined to 
impad on nations as well as bdnging about some monumRhml changes to world 
politics and economics. As a consequence, the emergence of USA as a supra power 
nation bas both directly and indirectly set in motion new political thinking at 
individual comtq and international levels. At the level of some countries, the old 
dogma of uamtml" system of govemauce gradually s ta r t d  to give way to a new wave 
of l i b d m  that encourages mass participation. Furthermore, nations also took a 
hard look at their strategic interem with a view to Woning out modalities for 
actualizing these interests. On the international or regional bloc level, the idea of 
collectivism as opposed to indhidudhm amacts the attention of world leaders. In 
like manner; the world economy equally witnessed a shift in paradigm h m  the old 
geographic boundq boxed-up economy to that of private sector fed open market 
emnomy. AU these transformations have since coalesced into the all-pemsive idea of 
globalization; aphmomenon that M d e s  the entire gamut of human existence. 

In an apparent reference to the impact of economic g l o b ~ t i o n  on world 
economy, Tbmer and Hulme (1997:226) assert that the impact ofthe phenomenon is 
evident on the "supply side as commodities, capital, technology and organizational 
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N i a  in World Polities: T M  and Challenp 

expertise move rapidly from country to country as transnational corporations search 
out lower cost bases for production and distrj'butionn and all these provide the basis 
for politidcing between and among nations. The prevalence of these elements is 
further accentuated by the rx)ncZusion of the Uruguay Round of the General 
mat on Thde and Tariff (GAIT), which pmvides the framework for the world 
economy Consequentl~ the framework provides a platfom for trade imbalance 
among nations with relationships being skewed in favour ofthe developed countries. 
The imbalance was fuaher reinforced with the adoption of Information and 
Communication Technologies (IC'Ib] and &eir application to transactions by the 
developed economies. In this connection, the role of Im suddenly becomes crucial 
in regard to world politics and economic transactions, The technologies are not just 
tools for communication or connectivity between and among nations, but access and 
p o d o n  of them by nations have b m e  an indam yardstick for measuring the 
Ievel of a nation's relevance and partidpation in world affairs. It can be said therefore 
that in a technology driven or wired world where access to and possession of 
technology is a key indicator of a nation's level of participation in world politics, how 
can Nigeria for that matter become an active participant in the global politics and 
economics? What are the challenges that this global phenomenon holds fdr the 
coutltxy and how a n  these be addressed? This paper thus sets out to analyze the state 
of Nigwia's readiness to adopt and adapt ICI'~ for development purposes in the face of 
the &on's increasing andvisfile role in world politics. The paper is thus divided into 
seven sections commencing with the htroductian. This is followed by section two, 
which explains certain key concepts in the paper and section three which presents an 
overview of the role of Nigeria in international politics. The fourth section relates to 
Nigeria's experieace at improving its National Information hhstmctwe (NIQ with 
the fifth section covering the chaIlenges for ICT development in the country. The 
sixth section is an amlysis of the country's framework for the development of the 
nation's NII. The paper concludes with the seventh d o n .  

Globalization and Cyborg PollEics 
In theory, politia and economics are separate and distinct h r n  each other. In 

realiq how- the ~1011trol and management of power and resources are so inter- 
twined that in recent times the dividing line between them seems to be blurring or 
t h n h g .  Tn contemporary times, politia and economics have progressively merged 
into an all-pewash phenomenon of gIobdhtion. As an object of academic 
discome, globalization means many things to many people with e v q  meaning 
reflecting the poEaical-cum-sdo-emnomic and intellectual indinations of the 
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N i  in dw of Gtobai Cyborg M e  

individual To Toyo (2004) the phenomenon is a continuation of the class struggle 
between capitalism and socialism or a continuation of the gfand design by the former 
to further subjugate the latta This view is closely related to that of Mahammad 
(2002: 19) who asserts .that g l o b ~ t i o n :  

As it is formulated and pramted todcry is an invention of the North 
Atlantic countries artd we curt take i t f i r  granted that it is intended to 
enrich themfzdmand d a n c e  dteirdomimbn ofthe world 

In this regard, it is peihaps obvious that globalization thrives on politidsum- 
economic paradigm proms. One m o t  therefore agree less with Anderson (1999) 
who asserts that globalization is "an inherently uncoordinated process driven by 
countless market actorsn with limitless acdess to Momation technologies and 
capacity for diffusion and application. In a way the technoIogies provide the driving 
force behind the world entrenchment of g l o b ~ t i o n ,  To Anderson still, the realities 
of the phenomenon are demonssated in the myriads of ICT iaduced possibilities like 
"increased volume and speed of infurmation flows among nations whether through 
traditional channels such as the print media or through new technologies such as the 
inmet." 

To its advocates, g l o ~ t i ~ n  is the best thing that has ever happened to the 
world, of which some simply dwcriibed it as the end of history (Fdmyama, 19921, To 
its protagonists, as observed by Zeleza (2003) the concept "reinforces global 
economic inequalities, political disenfranchisement, and environmental 
degradation." To some academics, gIobalization is no more than an intellectual ox 
ideulogicd discourseI whi& in the words of Zeleza (2003:l) is a ketaphor that 
accommodates widely divergent theoretical1 empirical and ideologid paradigms, 
positions and possibilities." In the context: of infomation sociem it is posited that 
globalization is a situation in which events taking place in any part of the world have 
some reverberating hpli.cations fur the lives of people and subsisting conditions in 
other re@- or countries. This is even more so that information can readily be 
transmitted in real time with relative ease using multifaceted 1CT media across 
international boundaries. The &ust of this wnceptuhtion is that no individual as 
much as any mtim mn afford to be an independent d p e l a p  of its own. The 
contemporary and systematic coming together of some nations as political-cum- 
economicregiod b h  attests to the reality and challenges of globalization. 

Arising from this premise, it can be said that globalization is not a counrrg or 
space and time bound phenomenon. On the other hand, it underscores the 
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Ni@a in World P d i  Tirmds and 

undeniable truth that individuals as well as nations a n  politim, eeconomidx 
~ o l o ~  and culturally b o d  together in a weblike fashion with 
technologies senring as the binding pla$orm and media h r  information flow, The 
technologies also sem as yardsticks for deberrmnrng 

. . nations1 relevance among 
comity of nations including defining the nature and level of relationships among 
countries. C o m e q u d ~  as tbe notion of time, a c e ,  and spatial barriers to 
information flow literarily disappear due to ICT appliation, there emerges the 
cyborg society, which Oladele (2004) defines as "that plststic and impersonal world 
that is chamcter id  by the prevalence of infomktion &ologies and sodetal over- 
reliance on them as plat€orms for human intmdions." The society is characterized 
by the prevalence of information teholagies, and the capacity of nations to bring 
the technologies to bear on the management of their resources pursuant to the 
attainment of their national smtegic goals. In a way, the technologies have gone a 
long way to reddine existing norms and conventions all of which have in nun 
Muaced the shifting of power from mditional loci to new centres. A nation's 
membership of this society i n f o d  as it may seem, is detemhed by the quantum 
and quality of idkstntctures for ICT appliation and diffusion. A comb'ition of 
these variables in contemporary times goes a long way to determine nations' 
relevance in global politics. In other words, the relevance of nations in international 
arena in modern time is contingent on their eapadty to acquire techniques for 
applyins a logy to manage their resources, project and ~8nvass support for their 
individual interests, knowledge generation through research and development and 
k k e t i n g  of theirproducts and services. 

A hcteristics feature of the +rg society therefore is cyborg politics1 which 
for want of defmition is demi'bed as the art of power balancing using the medium of 
the ever-converghg power of information and ~011~municati011 technologies. As an 
art, it is b r m e r i d  by the quality of howledge and w-level manipulations of 
tbis howledge tbrough the interface of techno-loges by actors all in a bid to gain 
strategic advantages over their opponents or competitors. Accordingl~ in a 
technology dri.ven world, pedofmaace or participation in cyborg politicking coupled 
with economic wheeling and dealing is dewmined by nations' capacity to access and 
use technologies including the r e s o ~ e s s  to utilize them to advantage. This 
requiresthat,~esora~~~intbecyborggameofpowermustbeadeptat~~e 
mUectke power of ~ l o g i e s  to achieve their strategic By implication, 
individualam~s or nationsin the game must evolve its strategic plans fordwebping 
their iafrastructures pior to hemming active partiupants in the game plan. It can be 
&sewed therefore that the degme of success recorded in the hnplemenrsrtinn of such 
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plans perhaps q h i m  the -rization of countria into developed, emerging, 
developing, and under-develqd nations. It is also added that cyborg politics is one 
of the by-produrn of globalization since information and communication 
technologies give true effeces to it. 

As m e r  and H h e  (1997:226) describe the situation, globalization "is not 
merely an economic process. It also has social and political ~ i o n s "  of which the 
Brmn Wood Mtutins are ~ n t t i o a l  mechanisms for its propagation and 
promotion. It can therefore be said tfiat globalization, though involmtady~ bas 
indisputably, integrated the nations of the world in su& a way that their divergent 
political-economic interem have been so fused that no nation can afford or pretend 
to neglect the phenomerroa Both the idea and fusion have gathered so much critical 
mass to the poht that nations annot but reassess their resources and put the 
necessary ~ c t m e s  into place in a bid to enhance their capacity and relevance 
in the international arena. A nation that fails to take these measures may be doing so 
at the peril of its interem and sunrival. 

It can also be said that globalization perhaps would have remained as an idea 
without the driving force of the ever-convqiq power of information and 
co~~~munication tecbn.ologi-es. What this suggests is that the possession and 
utilization capaaties of the technologies by nations qre some of the pre-conditions for 
active membership of the global M y  At the level of a country, tbe nature, qudiv, 
in:tensi& and sopWcation of partidpation in world politics in contempomy times 
have baring on the nature and quality of existing NII in such a country Given the 
dmergent diqwiry of these technologies among nations, globalization as a 
framework for international wansactiom or relationship mdilybrings to the fore the 
u11emmm of intenmional plitics or transactions between and among countries. 
The situation is further accentuated by the mqd endowment of resources among 
nations. The unevenness not wihmdhg,  and in reahation of the importance of 
ICT, nations in g m d  and Nigeria in particular have in the last few years been 
striving to put in place the necessary inhstructures for ICT utilization. 

Nigeria International Posturing and ICT Nexus 
w Nwokoma (2004: 50) "the 1990s were a turbulent era for Nigeria 

internationally? This was tbe direct consequence of the manipulations of the Med 
attempt to return the country to democratic rule in the late 1980s and the annulment 
of tfie presidentid election of June 12, 1993, all of which put a blur on the 
international image ofthe countq Efforts to remove the blur instead saw the country 
gradually slipping into a more enervating morass that eventually led to the 
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~ o ~ l o f s a a c t i a n s ~ n t h e n a ~ ~ ~ i a ~ t i o n a l ~ ~ ~ e c o ~  
w d b ~ g & o u t o f t h i s ~ ~ ~ u n t i l % y 1 9 9 9 w h e n a d d y d &  
biddetwas wornin, VWdemoaacy in place* the.gmament stated to breath 
some fresh air of acqtmm and c?onMeac~ both at home a d  abmd. This 
~ ~ n m ~ w i t b s o m e p d i y ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d  
stmi~gic h d n g  of a ~ E W  course to sanity. The underlying t h M g  and conviction 
of the gwemment and people of Nigeria in cb&ng a new course is that no nation 

a&rd to be isolated &om the rest of the mrld without a dire consequence to its 
interests. This belief, in the words df Nweke (1986:SO) % an inward looking 
strategy" which "is aimed at limiting foreign commitmenrs including, especially 
xwloltrset~ me~~lalborrowingto thebarest minimum? 

Since the re- of the country to the democratic system of gavemmce in 1999, 
tbe international posturing of h e  corn- mn be desmid as an exercise in delicate 
"$oM&m" wbkh Nwek (1986:54] desaiba as "global interdqxnhce and a 
foreign W)r of universal a q e m t i ~ n  based on strong economic and Rm-Ahica 
deshata." This pwitmhg is in nimy ways inclusive rather than exclusiv~ as it 
&ms wixh tbe mMs non-dhce belief, and commitmmt to African 
in&gmtion ~ e d ~ w i f h w ~ & ~ p s t l l r i n g w a s p m e d h a s n ~ t o ~ c a s t  
offtheh$&~paxiahimageofthecountrybut hasinmanywaysenhandthe 
d e n c e  of &e international cumunity in rhk nation. This ddoprnent is 
evidenced by the dadsion of the W i s  Chb c d i t o m  to grant 60% debt relief to the 
n a t i n n I t m a l s o b e ~ d t h ~ ~ ~ t h e ~ u n t r y h a s ~ ~ a s h o r E p e r i o d o f  
&-tic diqensatiml a c h i d  what it could not achieve under the military 
through the use of pawer" @ d d q  1993) which Ogwuamr-Momoh 
[24lWl09) d s a h d  as dm "Wty to achieve d e h d  outcomes in international 
*--ctio~r~w~ci~a~ 

The amduct of @emati~xcal afWs ox relations is a ampleg business that 
i n v ~ h s  contacb and negotiations between and arnoagnations, multi-lateral bodies 
and non-sate aaors. As a people and resow m d  adv ia  it involves consmt 
communicatiofls and dialogues among parties of which information becomes a very 
crucial strategic commodity. In other wads, negotiation m o t  exist ia a vacuum but 
cm the h i s  af bowledge, wbich is the product diatemahed &mation. 

In the traditional setting, information or howIedge can be shipred in both verbal 
and hami formals. In recent times, the advent of Information and Gommunicsttion 
Technology O W  bas brought about new possibilities for hfmmtion sharing among 
Wes &both locaI d i n t m d o d  lev&. me import Qfmpossfis* Is that 
tbe e t y  of -duals and nations to conduct b M  and multilatd 
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n-tim i s ~ d ~ ~ ~ b e f p ~ j u s t a s m u c h a s m t i o n s a n d  
h- can project rhdr -in&ses%s acms dne globe with a view to canvassing 

for mc)ahtenm; Wtli tdmofogythe notions of time, distance and spatid 
b o i d a r i ~ ~  are amtidered to be of no effecton cornnrunimti~ among international 
a m .  C h g  d.le,emnpk of one of the ICI' driven possibilities, Oguwazar-Momah 
( 2 W W  &dh tk adwmqp de-dl as h a ~ U d ~ ~ i r s p ~ ~  for 
intenmtiod relatiam: the ability a0 maduct muhi -d j rmid  cunmwieatiom 
a m  ~~ in%a .timely and ineqmsbe mamet; m h m d  by geographic and . . .  mt&utmd eomBahtsZSn~bove a& in the'mdem conduct of inte&tional relationsI 
information tdnobgies as 'to&- be wed to many advantages. These include: 

~ ~ p ~ ~ r n  a p e m a l a ,  
-ent 'of Mated a d  multilateral agreements and projects or 
p r U ~ E s ~ ~ f .  
~ ~ ~ o r r e g i o n a l i n t e s e s t s .  

a ~ a n d ~ o f c o m m o n x e s u u m s  and aviroment 
C a a , ~ g ~ s u p p o r t f a r n a t i ~ d o r r e g i o n a l  int- 

* Establishat d - m o n  group or &monk dialogues among leaders and 
o o u f l ~ w .  

The pwibilides rhough by no means eshaustive, of course assume the existence 
of ~~ for the explaitation of these advantages at the level of natioa The 
l a c k a f t h e ~ ~ c a n  adysemto exclude the com&yhm availingirself of 
the posn'bWes- In cptherwds+the ahma of ~~ for ICf in a modem 
n ~ ~ k ~ y ~ r n & ~ s l t i o n f r O m t h e m ~ & p o f  theglobal 
idomation superEghay~'Ccqmciomof the p d m s  nature of ostmcbtion, Nigeria 
hthe~2002pinp~apoEi:~~ewor$for&~d&opmentofirsNZI. 

ICT Inhast ructure 
The idea Wind the setting up of Nationdl Mrmation h h s m c t u r e  (NII) by 

nations is a m a t e d  phenomenon that spans the entire length ofthe continuum. 
From the p e w  of pob* promulgation, Wilson III (1997:4) descriies it as an 
"inchoate, multidim&onal phenomenon, a turbulent and controversial mix of 
public poliq mqmmteI strategies, hardware and software that shapes the way 
c m m i m s  and cithas use {of) himmation and tommmicati011s." The underlining 
elem& in this co&w is the need for a dear public policy addation that 
ensum the creation of an a b l i n g  environment fox the adoption, h i o n  and 
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ufibtion of hfmmtion ttxhnologk. Unlike Wilson ZII, Talero {1997:2893 defines 
NII from the namw perspective of product and & delivery when he defines the 
concept as Ydemmmunications neworla and strategic information systems 
n-wy for sustainable economic development." The definition however assumes 
the dsimce ofa policy framework for the production of such products and services. 
In a way, Tdtero's dehition is closely dated to that of General Accounting Office 
(GAO 1995) of the US governat  that f i e s  MI as an "emerging global 
broadband mem-network" The emphasis ia thts definition is on the hardware and 
their c o n n e t y  and this is similar to DxaAes (19954) that defines the 
subject as a "heterogeneous collection of 1.d and regional information 
infrastnrctures and long-haul network." From these persp* two issues are 
discemable and these are NII as a policy framework with its accompanying 
imp1emmtation strategies for the diffusion and  utilization of information and 
communication technologies in a nation and NII as a collection of ICT hard wares, 
software and human wares with clear modalirks for their interhce or mnnectiviry 
for sustainable development. 

By nature NII as a hamework or public policy deals with modalities on how a 
nation can attain or achieve its policy objedives vis a vis KT adoption, diffusion and 
utilhtion within a specified time frame. The policy objectives in. most cases are a 
mirred bag of generic and sector-specific issues that arb considered ceatrai to the 
overall sustaiaable visions of the country. Generic issues may range h m  meation of 
institutional s t f l f m e s  and legal regimes for &oIogy ad0ption.m eapacity and 
awareness building for the use sf the &ologies on a susmhable basis. On the 
other hand s p e d c  policy issues relate to the use of technologies for the actwhation 
of the sectod goals of the economy The underpinning philosophy has to do with the 
mcogitbn of Momation technologies cendity to effectirve. and efficient 
prduivity. At this level of the poky and because of the pervasiveness of the 
technologies, the policy must address the issue of technology diffusion in a most 
proactive and comprehensive mamm so as to m h h h  wastages and duplication of 
&om and resources. The wchnologies (computeq and ather electronic hard wares, 
softw- t&communi~tinns products and services a d  broadband communication 
services such as radio and television broadam] in this regard are tools and 
depletable mnsumables that must be judiciously deployed for greater effect. 

The ~ ~ t y  of these technologies to the growth and development of the 
economy informs their mtegorization as engines of growth Through their 
multimedia (sound, data, visuals) capabilities, they m as conduit fur 
communications between and among diverse individualsa groups, and nations 
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regardless of time, distance and spatial barriers. The technologies can be deployed 
for distant learning, citizen's empmament, telephony and umkrencing, dmrtmic 
communications and transactions, management of r e s o w  and ofxice applications, 
and conduct of htmmtional relations to mention a few application possibilities. 

ICT and Development Challsnpe 
Nigeria is daily inundated with &e challenge of how to bring its humme human 

and maberial resources to bear on i s  development needs on a suminable basis. 
Efforts at achieving this goal since indhdence in 1960 saw the mmtq having a 
n m k  of initiatives out of which wexe four development plans (1 962 f 968,1970 
1974,1975-1980,1981-1985). The idea of development p h  later on gave way to 
rolling plans with the first one covering 1990-92 period, while the subsequent one 
d the period 1997-1999. Along the b e ,  the nomenclature of the rolling plan 
was changed to perspectirve planning without much change in the objectives of the 
plans. The principal objective of all the plans was to develop the country using sector- 
based - approach. One of the shortcomings of tbis approach was that the 
projects were independent of each other; which is symptomatic of lack of policy 
camdination or synergy. The d t a n t  effects of this state of affairs were duplication 
of efforts and wastage of resources. Most o h  than not, some of the projects were 
more of extend symbol of development with littie or no bearing on the yearnings 
and aspirations of the populace. Sooner or later most of the pmj- were abandoned 
due to inadequate and/or inefficient management of budgetary allocation. Tn all 
these pmjects, the issue of idmtmctam fbr t?x&ing communications facilities 
(radio, tehbion, tdeaommunimriom], were addressed with no mention of facilities 
for computer and other electronics application. The nearest mention of computer- 
dated projm was in the 1997-1999 rohgplan, and this was for the procurement 
of mpum-faciliti  hr the rJIiaistrg of Communicationts database at the sum of 
N 4 . 5 d o n  (FRN,1997). 

From the rolling/perspective-planning era, the nation articulated its 
development objectives in the document titled "Vision 2010." The document is 
considered innovative in that it s d  as a turning point from project-based 
approach development to that of recognition of dev&jpment issues and how these 
issues could he resold within a stipulated timeframe and available resources. In 
this do cum en^ the imporbmce of ICC to national development did not go beyond that 
of appreciation It was assumed that dl the sectors would incorporate the technology 
into their programme and p j e a  ddopment activities. The ideas contained in the 
Vision 2010 document soon went the way of its predecessors ody to be replaced by a 
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aew vision tided Nadonal Economic Bnpowefment and Development Ssategy 
(NEEDS), whichwasmade public inMarch2004. 

Accordingto rhe N & n a l P l ~ C o ~ o a  (2W), the k d d  Govanmat 
a g e n c y ~ r c h e v i s i o n ,  the raisond'me fur NEEDSwas explained thus: 

Nigeriahas thepotemid to h m  Africa's ~estmmnyandantajor 
plqyw in the global mmrny by h e  of dz human and m a t e d  
reso- d w m n t  But much of b potentids have remained 
mtq& and jfpmious trench wntinue, N i g e k  runs the risk of not 
meeting the intematbndly agreed MiUennium Dwehpment Goals 
WGs) by2015. 

From this premise it mn be said that NEEDS .is a sort of magna charter for the 
overall devel~pment of the country. The vision for the first h e  recognizes the 
importance of i n f o d o n  and communication technologies as tools and 
idmstmctura for the development and growth of the COW. The doanent in a 
sense provides themuchneededh to get the comtryachiwetheUMEvlD goals. 

Gowmment vision on the development of ICT industry in the country is 
contained on pa= 80-81 of the NEDS document* The vision while acknowledging 
the centdityof   lo gym national development eriumerated a number of factors 
that hhibitu4ikation dICT Jnthe countxy These f a d o ~  d u d e :  

Highmstof @ate prmision of power; 
Absence of I d  manufacturing and maintenance of hfommtion and infonaaticm 
tdmnununications equipment including sofwaw development capaciy, 
Absence of an effective and cent postal. communication; 
Inadequate human capacity and indigenous technical how-how (NEEDS 
Ihcummt, p. 81). 

These problems not withstanding1 the vision policy thrust is summarized thus to 
include: 
a ~~ and Suminability of high level capacity building for private sector 

driven I c T i n d m  
hpmvment of mpacity access to h e  cmne&vi@ including 
computer appii-tion; 
Govamexlt h ~ t i o n  of the development of "a national multimedia super 
w m d o r " " a s d a s ~ m p r i a h e ~ h t o ~ e p r i v a ~ ~ r ;  
Prodonof ICT as tool formass education. 
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f i e  actualhation of the policy thrust is apemeti to utilize a number of strategies 
such as the use of f u d  and h a m M  i n d v e s  to encourage private sector 
investmen& enforcement of intellectual property rights, and enfoment  of local 
conmt policy in the manufacture of ICT hadware, provision of mim financial 
supports to imemrs, ma-en2 of local software development atpacity and 
prof in ,  of incentives for I a  industrial pa&. The strategies however fail to make 
provision to encourage content input to the global information mp&r highway or the 
global network This is a major gap &at needs to be filled by %mn scholars and 
countries. As it is now, substantial IMEWlX based information about Africa is by 
non- Afrimns residing outside the continent 

Information Technology Policy 
In an apparent commiment to develop the ICT i n d m  of the c o u n ~ ,  the 

Weral Govemnent of Nigeria enrmciated a National Information Technology hliq 
for the country in March 2002. Unlike in Singapore where a National TT Plan 

evolved from the country's development vision, The Next Lap: (WONG 1997), the 
Nigesian MX'P preceded the articufatiun of NEEDS vision which ought to have 
prwided the platform for the policy. Nevertheless the Policy vision statement is to 
make %i@a an E capable countty in Africa and a key player in the infixmation 
sacietybylheyear2005" (MTDA, 2001:iii). 

To arrive at this objaive, MTP contains thhy-one closely related generic 
objectives as d as spec& sector-based ones. These are aimed at widespread 
diffusion and application of information techndugies amms the econornyI and more 
itnporimtly to mh the mmtxy boi5 a producer and consumer of ICT products and 
semices. The poky also am- hvenq g a d  approaches or strategies for the 
attainment oipoliqgds. Thew of these strategies is stated thus: 

Establishing a mrdinaied progmmm fir the development of: a 
National Information Infrastructure m, State Information 
I@ktructure (SD, and Lwd I@rmation Infrastmdwe @2I.), 
backbone by using merging technologies such as satellire inchding 
VSAT, Pibm Optic Network, high-sped gat- and broadband/ 
multimedia tdmologies. Wirh this ammgemnt, it is expated that the 
m ~ w N  beable toplqginto the u b i q u i t o u s g ~ b a l i n ~ n s u p e r  
highway 

It is however mentioned that the demarmtion line between policy objectives and 
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N i  in Wrld W i  T& and C h a l l m  

strategies are not self-explicit as con-ed in the quoted strategy. Strategies for 
policy objectives border more on how and who is to bring about actualhation of 
poricy goah and there is nowhere tbis is more clearly stated than in the NEEDS 
document This shortamhg not withstanding, the institutional responsibility for the 
implementation of the palicy rests with National Information Technology 
Development Agency (NTTDA], which is a parastad of the Federal Ministry of 
Sdence, and Te&mlogy From page vii of the policy document the agency is charged 
as fohws: 1 

To implement the IT Poliw, reguhe, monitot; d u a t e  and v e  
progress on an on-going basis under the supemision and wordination of 
Federal Minimy ofScience and T d n o l o ~ .  , 

To demonsmte commitment to the implementation of the policy, gwmment 
has thefoJlowing to say 

Gwmment recognizes IT as a strategic imperative for national 
development and takmg c o g t ~ ~ ~  of its immertse benefits gavefnment 
has resolved to provide w&able national resr,ums, both finuncial 
and otknvke for the reahation of t h ~  National IT vision statement 
@.viii). 

Cmemment went on to give effect to tbis resolve by establishing the National 
hhrraation Technology Development Fund O E F )  of which a grant allocation of 
seed money totalhg $150 W o n  was earmarked in addition to allocation of 2% of 
annual Federal Capital Budget. Furthermore, government is to pay into the fund "3% 
tax on a l l  imported hished IT products" 2003). The extent to which the 
fund becomes active is contingent on the speed with which government is 
detedned to actualize the promised fund 

TWO issues appear to stand against the full implementation of the policy. These 
are the lack of legal regimes or framework for both MIDA and the policy itself. In the 
case of -A, government is yet to pass the enabling law that will accord legd 
recognition to the body As it is now, the body is yet to become a legal entity of its own. 
Similarly~ the policy needs to be promulgated into law so as to fadlitate allocation of 
resources for programmes and projects emanating from the policy. The consmints 
not withstanding, the agency according to m A  (2005) embarked on 
implementing the policy using three principal approaches thus: human apacity 
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buikihg I- a d  awareness mnpaign for K utilization for shlteholders); 
m c t u f e  capad@ Mding (Public S e h  Network for internet A c e  to 
gmemment o w ,  Information hfmstru- -&bone and mobile INTHWET 
~ ] ~ W h r t i a n a l m p a c i t y b u i l d i n g . ~ ~ w n t f r r r t h e r t o q t h a t  
-am at & a n d  stage %prepam anationalstrategieplan ofaabns 
and pmgmnma that will cover the various seams and identify parti& 
pmgrauun~ fm short tam, medium mm and long twm imphentatim.* The 
implementation this plan is to a'gmter extent tiepentiepeadent on avai~m of 
fund& and the level of inv01vement of o f o l d a s  in the respective sector and 
ministries. 

I t i s n o t e w ~ ~ s e e ~ t & e ~ t e s e c t o r i s e r r p e c t e d t 6 ~ t h e d r i v i n g h ~ ' ~  
behind full imphentation of the policy. Putting this policyrequirerneni side by side 
thepwer&don~AinWon5&afthep~d~thereappeatg 
t o b e a ~ ~ c t i o n , ~ i r a ~ y w a ~ w , L a ~ h p o l i c y m m ~ d t . I n ~  
~ ~ h a s o l e d e ~ e r m b g o v ~ t , a n d t h e ~ t o r o f t h e  
R i n d w .  As a sewice provideq it is to pmvide and manage guvemment IT 
quiremenis and s e w ,  and as a regulating body, it is to monitor development in 
the i n d m  by setting s tandds  as well. as ens* ethical professionalism. In the 
first Wee, this clause (sewice provider] negates government disposition towards 
privatization, as it has potential to %Us tbe private sector. At rhe present l d  of 
economic d d p m e n t  in the oountq guvemment patronage-of the private sector is 
a major d v a 2  Iifeline. AU these have poterrtlal negative impplimtions for investom 
(domestic and foreign) in the LT id- The status of the a g m q  as a regulating 
authority sixdm to that of NationaI Commission on Communication WCC) will 
however go a long way at engendering confidence and productivity in the industry 
(Oladele, 2005). The provision of sesvices in an industxy as well as regulating that 
indumybyone and the same body= lwo confiicthg responsibilities that raise more 
ethical qudoxls than are required. 

Conclusion 
Wormation and Communication Technology is a perwive mncept: as well as a 

tool for iafonmtion management and d m .  There is no gainsaying that the 
technology has in many yay redefined old boundaries and ways of doing things 
including corporate and hteprsonal rdationships. A quantitative analysis of the 
impact of this techn010g); on the society has physically moved from the realm of 
conjecture to that of re&  he quantum quality of this impact on the lives of 
people is yet to be fully understood as empirid studies in this area are st i l l  not many 
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2003; Oladele, 220051, Nevertheless, it is acknowledged that the 
~ogy~andisstill~ntcr'bu~tothegrowthanddevelopmerTtof~~~esof 
whick ~ ~ E S S  a d  pass ion  of the technology in contempomy time is an index of 
depcrelopraentmHtuehmitisade-tddobaId-This hawayexphius 
the inithfhs by m e s  in gmad and Nigeria in pt iadar  to enunciate 
b m w o &  for d d p i n g  ~~ for the kdumlogy as prelude to reaping 
tlme gains and benefits of mmkship  of the global idomation super highway. 
S u c e s d d  plugging into this highway by Nigeria can only enhance the nation's 
pddpation in contempomy q k g  politics, of which technology is a tool, The 
image of Nigeria therefore stands to be fwiber enhanced if the policy is sucmsfdy 
~ d , W c a n o n l y b e i f r h e : p a h q i s h ~ d b y & ~ t h e ~ @ m d  
~ ~ e s  af the c m i u h h  weight af responsibilities conferred an NITDk 
RettWng rhe agencg to a rqgdatory role will provide a level playing ground fox true 
~ ~ ~ @ d ~ a i n t h e i n d u s ~ . ~ a ~ e n t o f t h i s d t y w i l l t h u s p u t  
themun~ona solid pedestal for active participationin the globalcyborg politics. 

I + *  I ,  , < . .  , . 'I " 
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~ a I n . ~  hW: 'Iten& and ChnUqes  is a 
c q n p d i t m  t& essays to h a m  W d m  General 
f i h  Nanvlen &ha, who passed on while 
Serving as the Director-Gamal of WIPSS, K m ,  It is a , +  

+ .'<rQ mken of his national and  in^^ standing &km- 
inspired the twenty-nine mntr&utors&awn hmwide 

:ontril ors are 
mats d m  

The wide-ranging scope of issues covered in tf: 
- twenty-eight essays of the b k  are in 

entitled "Diplomatic Soldier." 

political and sttategic perspectives, with a view to 
distilling valuable lessons for the future. This partially . I 

explains the unstated mission of this collection - ' ' . 

sensiiizing the interest of scholars, policy-makers and 
opinion moulders in Nigeria, in particulaz; and the rest . 

@ inteqatiopal 
w - 

A .  . I  . L L  - *  
On the whole, Nigeria In World Politics is a symbolic 

microcosm of the tons of sympathies which flowed 
across Nigeria as Major General Joseph N. Garba left the 
stage when his sentices were m needed. 
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