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ABSTRACT 

The libmy as it is mkstood today is one of the legacies h e q d e d  to 
SubSahara Afritar~ oountries at in- by the m e  colonial 
masters. Like many other ~~ and facilities, the It* has had its 
own share of the pervasive travails of development on the oontinent. This 
e x p b  the lack luster impact of h i e s  on &e development processes of 
most -tries in regard to access and delivery of infomation. This state of 
af3hh is analyzed against the back- of the g e n d  poiitid and 
economic history of the continent and how the lack of policy synergy and in 
some cases hquent policy somersauh of government serve to m d h e  
library growth d development. EEmb at mmdying the situation are rtlso 
discussed as well as pointing to future dimtiom for development. 
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Introdnction 

The primary role of the Iiirary in the Society is to provide readers with 

access to  on. This role entails a number of behind-thescene 

activities such as ~Iection and acquisition of a d s ,  cataloging and 

cla&cation, storage and circulation. These are the t d i t i d  duties of 

h i  all over the wurld. The level of user's  on is an index of 

effedkmess and efficiency of the pafhnmce of these functions, In recent 

times, how these functions are perfbmed has been affected by the 

em- and mnvergence of infamation and communication 

technologies. As tools, the technologies present the h i  with a fuit 

accompli as to the kvhbib ty  of their utiEizaton but however in the word 

of B u c W  (1997) they present the h i  the choice 'Yo determine how, 

whether, and whem these new means should be used". It could therefore, be 

said thajt while h i e s  m the developed mmmies and padicularly the US 

made early choice to e d m e  the technologies, the m e  t h g  cannot be 

said of Irkaies in Africa. In this re@ me cannot agree less with Sturges 

and Neil (1990) obsadon that one place %ere one is unlikely to h d  

much evidence of the revoluti011 in infomation technology is m Africa's 

libraries". The *ective of this presdatian &erefare is to give an overview 

of current level of h'brary development in f i c a  w i t .  the confat of the 

c o w  political history of the continent. The presentation is divided 

into seven sections cansisting of &duction, Africa h i  historical 

backgmd, post+oZonial Africa, current ~ o n s  of h i  on the 

continent, consb.aiats to h i  development, the way fbmard and 

conclusion. Some of &ese sections are suMivided into subsections for the 

pupae o f c l a n t y u s i n g ~ c a l ~ v e  approach. 
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Historid Background 

Contemporary &on of h i  servioe is part of the colonial heritage 

b&eahd to AEcan c o d e s  at indepedence by the colonial masters. 

This is to say that on the continent, the modern undefstanding of the h i  

is western in o r i d o n  and as such alien. This does not in my way suggest 

that &can o o d e s  or kingdoms as they were behe ~ 0 1 0 ~  did not 

have their own type of information system or h i  which was basically 

oral. The cultmi heritage of the cmmunities including their literary gem+, 

deposits of faith and recoxding of events of historical sigdicanoe in the 

words of Banjo (1998) resided m the '"rapidly dbbishmg pool of traditional 

i u t e l l ~ s :  elders, clan heads, priests, historians and story-te.llers" and 

musicians. This people were not just scholars in their own right but 

librarians as w d .  It could be said that they were the precursors of mobile 

lib- in that they could be amtac&d or summoned to the king's 

palace to bring tb i r  knowledge to bear on any subject. This was the 

situation on the continent More the arrival of the colonial masters and more 

importantmy in those hgdoms and empires south of the Sahara. The history 

of IiWes in oouniries north of the d e n t  is a different picture entirely 

but similar to the western notion of h w  in that there existed a h h r y  of a 

much d e r  literary culture and v i i  schohhip. Fm instame the 

Alexandrian library in Egypt wbich, was founded by Rolemy Soter h u t  

283 BC (Doddsm, 1983) was reported as containing about 700,000 

volumes of ~~ (Amold, 2002). There were other private and temple 

co11~0m in Egypt. 
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The impition of colonialism and religious p s e 1 y d c m  on the 

continent brought about a shift in paradigm. Gdually but steadily, the 

commtmities, which later k a m e  cormbies, mbrd westem form of 

education and its acconpyhg facilities and hshtims inchding the 

library. The ooI& masters a m m h g l y  e s t a b W  Public h=es at 

national, regional and provincial levels of the countries. In Nigeria for 

instmw, the hrst public h i  was estabkhed in 1932 with the support of 

Carnegie Coqomtion. Prior to this time, the colonial govammt in 1902 

Bad edabhhed the Iaw h i  of the Fed& Ministy of Justice in Lagos. 

SrmiIarly the African e l k  at tbat time and @ d d y  the lawym and 

politicians started to set up their own colledhs in p d  of their careers 

and in a way as symbol of edition. It must b mentioned that the contenf of 

most of these h i e s  and mare h p r t d y  the public oms had no hearing 

on the life and culture of the people but on the geography, history and 

cultme of the colonial nmtm. The traditional oonGept of African 

l ibramdip referred to earlier on was never incqmakd into the colonial 

the canamity service role of the public library. One therefore but 

conclude that the establishment of libmy d c e  by the erstwhile 

coloaialists in the image of their culture was a sort of systemic 

indoclidon to make a BriEish gentleman d urbane borokomme out of the 

Mican, School h i e s  were also es&bljshed and these were muaged by 

'teacher-it* who had no training in h i  t o @ k  with the 

assistan= of h i  prefects. The contents of these h'braries were textbooks, 

m@ms and fictions fmn metmpob Europe. Academic h i e s  came 

much later wih  the estabkhmat of t a t h y  ~ o f l s .  It is important to 

d o n  that some afthe admit libraries like the University of Ihdan in 
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Nigeria, Makeme University in Up&, and a host of others were initially 

legal deposit l i k e s  for materids published within their individual cow 

at that time. The dention was ab initio to make tbis group of h i e s  

national focal points for research and excellence. This has since k c m e  

h i s toryas thats ta tus&leas t inthecaseofUni~of~nolonger  

subsists. 

Post Colonialism 

No m e r  thaa. the joy and hysteria of indepdema was over in 

many of the countries than the reality of statehood started to stare the 

countries in the fh. This was more prowunced in the area of resource 

docation where available resources were by far too d for the competing 

demands. Even then the issue of development p h m g  was a major problem 

that leaders had to contend with. Planning became an ex& in guesswork 

as there were no accurate, reliable and curred data as input for the planning 

process (Stolper, 1966). Moreover, the agrarian nature of most of the 

c o d e s  was such that none could achieve reawnable level of economy of 

scale as most of the farmers were at the level of subsist- producing 

primary products ?hat were exported to Europe an8 America in return for 

finished products. The most devastating post in- development 

emence  some of the munixies on the continent had to catend with were 

the numerous ethnic b a d  politid mises most of which metamorphosed 

into avoidable wars. Some of these wars were the Congo war of the 1960s, 

the Nigerian civil war of 1967, the Rhodesk u p h d  (Zimbabwe), the 

h a h  war, the wars in Rwanda, Sierra Leone, Liberia to mentian only a 

few. The nghts and wrongs of these wars are not the subject of this paper but 
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they serve to dbtrate the pervasiveness of a climate of hsearity and 

wastages of scarce resources on the &t. Another elem& of k w i t y  

on the continent was the adveature of the military into the politics and the 

g o v ~  of the nations. The adv&m was an aberration as much it 

served to retard the culthim of d e m d c  pkiples and norm. Above 

all, the+ dventm saw the elevation of d i d a h h p  and sharp practices to a 

much h i g h  p k t a l  that had never beem hown. In this regard, it must be 

empbshd that the milky  was able to achieve their objectives through 

overt and =vat mmivance of civi lhs and p a r t i d y  the politicians, 

There is aIso the issue of the emergence of civilian dictators or sit-in leaders. 

Leaders in this categmy see themselves as divinely o n h i d  to rule and 

govern tlaeir countries in perpehity. They see their countries as a kind of 

pa?immy in which the dammation M e e n  their personal wealth and that 

of the nations does not exist. Such leaders quickly aoqrrire repdm for 

tinkering wiih their countries wed& and cmstitutim m a most unethical 

manner inchding bemg intolaant of appositin. Situations such as this, 

o h  times result in circles of crises, violence or rebellion and wars. The 

impIicaticms of the above coflditio~ls on &e overall development of the 

cornEries appear apparent. It d c e s  to say however that resources that 

could have been expended on the deve1opment of hfmb&ms including 

the h i  are either misappropiat4 or diverted to p r o m  avoidable 

internecine or M c i d a l  wars. Flnthmnore, it is generally accepted that 

dictators thrive better in an atmosphere where ignomce of mind apd tirain 

prevails. One is therefore not surprised to see that jnsthtiofls and facilities 

that provide infondon services like the h i e s  are usually low on the 

priority scale of most Bean dictators. 
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The Afrim Libnuy T h y  

Most African d e s  have the tendency b Heap their development 

woes on their past colonial masters and the -1onbkts. This does not in 

my way exonerate these groups fim certain resgotisiities. Nevertheless, a 

h d a m d  &an urgently begging for an answer has to do with how 

have African c o d e s  managed their resources since independence? To 

answer this question in the context of h i  development on the continent 

is to reveal the general level of decahce and @ect of the bhries at the 

n a t i d  leveIs of most countries. This is important because most of the 

h i e s  in Africa are funded either &redly or M y  by the govment. 

Since iadqedenloe, most of the Bean m h e s  have continued to witness 

exponential growth in the population of h i e s  due to the establishment of 

educatioa and research institutions as well as opening up branches of public 

limes at re& and provincial levels of most countries. Unfortmakly, 

the growth has never been matched with cofl~lemwate aqisitiun of 

reading materials, capacity building, adoption and utdidon of iofomation 

technology. In almost every hary, the prevalence of paucity of read@ 

materids is a common feature. In mauy academic W e s ,  for instance, 

getting copies of current journal titles is about impossible and if they are 

adable they must have k e n  acquired through d d o n s  from private 

donors and htemtioaal agencies. The same t .  goes fbr schouI libraries, 

which at best exist m theory, but which in reah@ are no more than a mix 

gnll of textbmk and donated sol3 readmg materials. In some cases, the 

tendency is to have more furniture than are reading materials. Furthermore, 

the special or research h i e s  are not famq better as most of their journal 

titles are obsolete as there are gaps in their collectims. The public h i e s  

seem to be the worst hit as no my other p u p  of h i  has suffered the 
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level of neglect and depnvation being currently witnessed on the continent. 

It is perhaps apt to say that public libraries are shadows of what they were 

befom indepdeace. They seem to gather more cobwebs and dust than they 

a c q k  books, journals and mdmy other types of reading lists. One carmot 

agree less with Sturges and Neil (1990) obswatirn that eta's h i e s  

"are almost without exception the last places that Serious researcher would 

visit in order to h d  informdon concerning Micaff .  Desmiibiag the 

predicaments of public hiraries in Mca, Banjo (1998) wrote that their 

capacity "has bem~ M e r  reduced in recent y a m  as they have obliged 

to re&= their acquisition of new b k s  to largely what they can get from 

donor agencies, as a result of dwindling subventions, the hgh cost of books 

and scarce foreign exchange". Today in Africa, it is a known fact that almost 

all the libraries depend on bob, j o d ,  and materials donated by 

organidms and individuals fiom abroad, The sitdon of the public 

h i e s  is so precarious that Raseroka (1994) describes them as mere 

reading rooms for high school students. Further stiH, Mchombu (1991) in a 

study of some countries access to public h i e s  on the oontinent reparted a 

very low level of rtcoess. Some of his e g s  are shown as follows: 

Botswana =7.5% 
Kenya =2.3% 
T d  =1.2?40 
Nigeria = 4% 

It is very obvious that Batswana is we1 ahead most other countries. Access 

in this context r e k  to how widespread or available the public h i e s  are 

to the public. This ga ted  sketch of h i  develojment on h e  continent are 

attributable to a number of issues w constraints, which are hereby 
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Mitigating Constmints 

Ll'brary development in Africa has been affected by a number of Worn. By 

nature,, &ese facton are historical, Mtutional, a t t i t d i d  and leadershsp 

and they are hereby discussed as follows with the exception of the bistoricd 

element, which, has been b s e d  ebwhere in this presentation. 

Government Attitude 

At all level of government, policy makers and bureaucrats' attitude to 

library development in Africa is a classical case of c o n ~ c t i w 1 s  and 

negativism. The contradictions are explained in terms of the dSmnce 

between government public extohent of the role and importance of h i e s  

to the development process and their reluctance or sometime refusal to 

march their pronouncements with cuncfete resource a l l d o n ,  Whereas 

ne@Vism is seen in the general g o v ~  perception of the library as a 

facility or -on tbat is desirable but not needed This attit& perbaps 

explains &e poor conditions of most government owned libraries arising 

from under funding d neglect. Due to this attitude, it is not uncommon 

without any convincing jwtihtion or principies for the libmy to become a 

d t y  in any budget cut exercise compared with other departments and 

s d c e s .  Similar conditions also exist in academic and research institutions. 

There are instances in wbich cbief executives m institutions will push up the 

himy on the priority list in their justikation of budget proposals to 

government ody to revase the fating once approval is obtained auci at the 

level of bdgetaq disbursement. 

A chm&&ic attitude of government towards the h i  has also 

found its way into the policy-making activities of the -try. At the level of 

policy formulation and implementation, the role of the hitmy is always 
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taken fm granted even in an area like cdwatim in which the role of the 

library is crucial. In N i a  for instance nowhere is the role of the himy is 

ever m&med in the policy document on Universal Basic Education W E )  

program fbr the country and this has been pointed out to government by the 

School L a m  d o n  of the Nig& L l h q  Assodim. Fzlrther still, 

within a framework of some selected African corntries national infomation 

policies, Amold (2002) studied the & f E d e s  c d r m h g  the African 

libmiam. Hm ikdings showed that in all the policies dysed,  the role of 

the l i I  was wer mentioned. Instead priority was given to IT as tools for 

i n fodm mmagment The question then is, was this a case of classical 

policy oversight or a case of negative -on of the role of the h i .  

She ameluded "it appears as if many Mean g o ~ e n f s  consider the 

services provided by libmiam in their countries to be of less value tban the 

d c e  provided by the other professions", Her conclusion is revealing 

enough as much as it is codhatmy. In South M i c a ,  Ubogu (2002) a 

revdug insiglrt into the fhmkme of most ' ' ' Itm about the library in 

these words: 

A colleague who served a 16-month appointment as 
Interim assistant Vice Chancellor for adrmnrsbati 

. 
on 

At a mid-sized public university observed ahat the 
Library rarely features in the top ten priorities of . . 
htitutions ahm&&as. Ewe do f&we at aU, it 
May be at tbe bottom rung of the prides .  

This is atypical attitude of most chief executives towards the h i .  on the 

continent and it serves to negatively d k t  library tievelopent on the 

continent. UNIV
ERSITY
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Most libraries in Mean counb.ies are owned d funded by 

go- through aormal budgeta~~ aIld0lls .  This is especially hue 

of the public Iihraries and to a larger extent the academic, schoo~ and 

s p e d  h i e s .  This means that Ir'bcafies have to compete far the limited 

go- Wdrng with other cm&ng &pahents and d c e s .  In 

most cases, libraries due to the aEready h e d  gowmment negative 

with dher departments and &ces like health, industry, and education, 

to d m  a few. The weakness is of such a mgritude that most top 

policy d e r s  exploit it at will. The scenario is sucb that at the 

level of budgetaq pepamtion and approval in, some government 

departments and instituhs, ihe himy features very prosnkdy, but 

slides down the nmg at the level of disbursement. btames abound 

where firnd release often f a h  short of approval. Even then dishmanma 

often times come in late if they ever come in at all. The only categories of 

liiraries &at perhaps crm be said to qmak from the position ofpower 

are those in the of ties where for example in Nigeria it is statutory 

fix h i e s  to & 10% of their m i d t i e s  annual budgets as their 

subventiun This is above Ford (1991) C'myhcal rule of thumpn of 6% 

e h w k e .  In reality, this paatage is inadequate in the face of 

m o h g  needs of the libraries arising from long years of negiect or 

resuufce stamatian. h real terms, the 10% amounts to a pittaxloe as high 

idaticm and exchange rates o h  make a nonsense of the docation. 

Similar situation exists in other mmtries where miversity libraries are 
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of getting a &stantid man of their university bud@. These are 

~ fundmgtomiss ion ,  
the use of h i  statistics @oth i n t a d  and extad), 
lobbymg 
astrongshowofslrpporthmusers,md 
The leveraging of h'brary assets to d a n c e  funding. 

The above means are self==-  enough but it is nevertheless 

necessary to o m  that levera& of h i  assets to get the required 

attdmisanirmovati~fldhatisyettobet~W. 

Publishing xndwty 

Like most other 56Cfm of the mofnies, the pubbbhg himtry in 

most Sub-Saharan African couniries is not in any way strong en* to 

support libmy d c e s  and particularly co11don devdopment. In most of 

the war torn countries, the industry has totally collapd while in the 

relatively stable countries it is any&& but buoyant as a result of many 

years of d c  ~mhamgment. Most autbrs would rather patronize 

put ,khg houses in Emope d America whge ~ ~ r n  mechanisms 

and royalties are efficid and assured The linkage between the i n d m  and 

libmy deve1opment seems very apparent prtidarIy in the area of 

collection development. It is hqmtant to stress that most hharies witbout 

e x w o n  are unable to acquire most 1 d y  published m a k d s  due to their 

high cost not io ialk of those pubtished a h a d  if at all they get to know of 

the exktence of such m t r i a l s .  Tbis state of afkirs without exception 

inc1udes the rnmiries' national h'brafies even with their legai deposit rights. 

Analy;nng the paucity of published work in f i c a ,  ArnoId(2002): 

Many of &the countries in this region d e r  fim a shortage of 
books aad adable information sources d a genm poverty 
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of infamation. This can be seen in the number of book and 
research articles published atmual!y in S u W a h a m  Afica. The 
rnrmberis~dincomparisontotherestoftheworld.~n 
1991 this region produced dy1.2 per cent of the world's book 
titles, ... 72  

The above scenario is a h  playing out in the cyber spaw where Africa's 

 on to fhe Wtal world is wqmatively neghg'bIe. This repmats 

a c h b g e  to all govecnments on the continent to provide &kg 

environment and h h t m t m e  k i t  will go a long way at stimulating 

inteliectual activities that can plrt the continent on the global suphghways. 

In this regard, A f r i n  htelIectuals in and out of the continent have very 

crucial role to play in the dfive to make a Merenee in the howledge age. 

Pmf~ioanl Lardemhip 

p r o f h i d  1- for h i  devel- in Africa is to say the 

least weak from the penpedvts of the com~~ies' national h i e s ,  the 
h'bmy prohshal  associations and individual headship of h f i e s .  By 

virtue of lkir position as the apex h i e s  in all countries, national h i e s  

are expecfed to provide professional support to other h i e s  through 

coqdation of national bibliographies, union catdogs, settiag of standards 

as well as saving as clearing houses for other h i e s  in relation to 

reference d c e .  The reality in h o s t  ali the countries is that the n a t i d  

h i e s  have their own share of the travails of development. The 

perfommw of most of these fisted d c e s  is on hold due to what 

OmuIayok, (2003) described as 'badqmk fundmg and limited technical 

c- which are major oonstraints among this group of h'brases. The 

constraints serve to weaken most of the h i e s  in such a way that does 

not pemtit them to champion the campaign for h i  development in their UNIV
ERSITY
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Similarly, hihay professional assoGiatiom in most countries are not in 

a standing that oommnds the respect of organhtions and governments like 

their oomtqmts in dwe1oped environment. Membership of these 

associations is still problematic as m y  professional refuse to register with 

the b d e s  while some of the registered members are in turears of 

m e m k h p  dues. For instance, the Kenya Ll&rary Association has in the 

last c q l e  of years been engaged in membership drive. Many af the 

associatiam are financially handicapped to effectively discharge their 

responsibility and where finance is not a constraint, the performance level of 

the associations oRen suggests the need for major improvement in their 

capability for mmging professiod a s s ~ o n s .  Needless to say, their 

wenk structure hinders their outreach capacity in respect of advocacy of 

issue at the level of & o v ~ s  and jmtitdws. 

In a way, the l eaddip  of individual h i e s  has a way of 

determining the lml of re sows  that a l i !  may get or how chief 
executives rate the libmy. Most h i  a d m m h t  . m o a t h e ~ t s e e m  

content to remain in the background with regard to 'board room politics'. 

The tendency if not welI balanced can be colmter productive, as there is a 

likelihood of one being sidetracked on many isms. As the head of the 

h i m y  one cannot afford the luxury ofrernaining aloof to certain happenings 

in the mviromnent and this is one aspect that is often taken for granted by 

most ~ o r s  of Libraries an the d e n t .  The job of the W a r  of 

libmy therefore lransmds professional functions, as it is more of managing 

and pushing the Iibmy interests though the intricate web of cuntacts, 

bureaucracy and politics. It is more about getting resources and using them 

in a most irmoMtive and tmqiamt way. You must push to get what you 

want. 
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Information Tech- 

The preant level of information technology development in most 

Aiiican countries perhaps with the exception of South Africa and Mauritius 

d o e s n o t i n a r r y w a y ~ e x ~ h c e i n ~ & a r d t o ~ a n d d e l i v e r y o f  

i u f d o n .  -s for infixmation technology at the level of most 

countries are eiiher n o n e t e a t  or weak (Ohdele, 2001). CmquentIy, 

~ t o t h e I N T E R N E T i S a s p m b l ~ c ~ e v e r b e c a u s e o f ~ i t y o f  

service providers and m w  bandwidth for data tmmkiun This is a 

common phenomenon across the contiaent just as the teldmsity of most 

comhks is poorpoor In its report on gIoW development, World Bank (2004) 

presented the dearth of IT Mastructure on the catheart. Figures from the 

bank show that there are seven personal computers W s )  to loo0 persons 

and five telephone bes to the same number of people in Ni& co-d 

with South Africa which, bas 69 PCs and 112 telephone lines for the same 

number of people. The same source also shows that Ghana has 3 PCs and 12 

telephone lines fo 1000 persons compared to -tius which, has 109 PCs 

and 257 telephone lines to 1000 persons. The overall import of the statistics 

is that h i e s  in most A h a n  o d e s  are not yet in a position to utilize 

technolow to complemmt their d c e s .  This is not to mention the 

prevalemce of low capacity for IT utdidrm coupled with the unsteady 

nature of e l d c  power supply. 

Africa Libmrie? 

The aforementioned consttaints not m g ,  a cursory look across the 
. * *  . continat shows some mbatms that are aimed at developing h i e s  at the 

national. lev& of most countries. In South Africa, the Li"brary &miation of 

South &ca is engaged in the hilibtion of the lndldmg of public h i e s  
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across the mantry and techaical assistance to d e r  libraries through 

fundraising in the USA. From report, the 'Smart Cape' pilot l i i  project 

in C a p  Town can be & s m i  as a success story. Like wise the activities of 

o r ~ o n s  like Ll'braries in Society pis) from Scandinavia and Liiary 

and Momation Workers (LIWO) in the area of school l i i  development 

is cammdtble. The launching by these organidom of the h i  practice 

projects for young learners in the suburb of Cradock in South Africa is 

enoouraging. In Botswzma, the library association is also wo- on the 

development of the school libmy systems. Similarly the Nigeria Library 

Association initiative in getting the government to set up a librim 

regktrdon council is a major achievement that has the potential of 

a w a h g  the profession water fecognitiofi and influence in the CO-, In 

addition to this, it is afso expected that successful completion of the 

UNESCO mediated v i d d  h i  for the country will go a long way to 

complement tertiary i a s ~ o m '  libraries access to information. In h o s t  

all the countries there are evidence of initiatives ia the fhm of p g a m  and 

projects that are aimed at hpmvhg h i  sewices padidarly the 

provisim of hhstmhm and mdhg materials for school libmies, 

community inkmati011 centres, public libraries, capacity bdchng and the 

es tabbent  of virtual h i e s .  All these are not without the assistance of 

dM and private donor agencies 

The above initiatives not with standing, certain needs must be 

addressed if the h i e s  in &ca in their journey though the 21' century 

are to h k g e  their duties in a most professional, e-ve and efficient 

manner. Like their countqmts ekwhere libraries cannot exist m a vacuum 

but must h a y s  draw their strength and relmce from their envbment. 

This is to say that h'bmies in M c a  can only thrive in an atmosphere of 

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



relative peace and stab&@, All the leaders and citizem of all the countries 

must cultivate the act of dialog and neghtiw as a way of resolving their 

crises instead of recourse to inwsant htricidal wars. The impatan= of 

this approach rapires M e  or no mdeaxomg with respect to the 

management and channeling of the countries' limited reswrces to 

productive development ventures such as the h-es. Closely re- to this 

is the urgent need forall, the counties to embarkonmeasures to combat 

sharp padices like diversion of state resource into personal purse, and 

appzidon of budgetary allocations to areas other than which they are meant 

for. To amplemmt the d e s  initiatives, the mtwlde colonial masters 

and all the developed economies of the world have unique mpmsibility to 

refbe to provide hdmg rights to illegal capital flight from Mca They 

also need to use &eir iduence to bear an the current move to repatriate 

back to f i c a  some of the funds that were illegally siphoned out of the 

coatinent as doing so will help fund hhe development of fadties and 

s e ~ c e s  including the h i r y .  

Govmment attitrade to& library deveiopwmt is an issue that can 

be addresd by the combined efforts of National L i i e s  and library 

associations at every country level. This they can achieve by leveraging their 

influence m the development process, and particularly in the areas of poky 

adwcacy, awareness campaign, the use of network of contacts in and out of 

government for ammhation, dialog and unohive persrrasion. The extent 

to which this role can be accomplished will be a measure of the relevance 

and mmhmt  of the national h i e s  and  as^^ to the 

deve10pmmt of limes on the continent. More h p a t d y ,  the d m  

have to be in the fm fronts of the m g n  for libmy development. As the 

associations presently stand they need more than a m a  sensitization but 
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require building workshops and seminars on how to manage 

asmiations inchding brrngrng their immense idbence to ,bear on 
go- policies and decisions. Atier all who ever m;mages information, 

manages power and idhmce. Unfmkmkly, libmiam in Mca are yet to 

dia this* 

The adoption and use of IT for h i  services is a fimctcm of the 

exjshg i&&rwhm in the society. There are initiatives at the level of most 

corntries to enhance access to the bfmmation mpehghway and these are 

expected to impact positively on library d c e  delivery. This can only be if 

professimds who are not IT literate are exposed to capacity bdding 

program by agencies and or@dons from witbin and m t d e  the 

continent. Moreover the curriculum for h i  schools needs to be reviewed 

so as to d e  ihe proctucts of the institutions fu~ctional and relemnt to the 

demand aad challenges ofthis i a f d o n  age. 

C o l l d d n  

Going by bhe analysis above, it is appamnt that the level of library 

development in f i c a  is not in any way ampaable with what obtains 

elsewbere. This sibation is linked to many years of government neglect. A 

situation in which the h i  is perceived as an unwanted desirable can only 

serve to bigrate its @orbme and role in my development process. 

Farthemme, the pervasiveness of avoidable internecine wars on the 

continent serve no useful pwpse but only serve to divert resoma that 

could have been used to develop ~ c h r r e s  and senices including ~e 

Ilktry. What needs to be done is for the clrrrent set of leadm on the 

continentto&themelveswh&legaciestheywdIwanttobequeathto their 

countries. Granted that their choke is development, the h i  is one area 
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that urgently begs for attention. After all when a nation develops its hiraries, 

such a nation will be h-g its citizens b m  the fangs of ignorance of 

the mind and brain. The multiplier e&ts of such an initiative on the society 

can be very enonnous. This can only be if urgent decisions are made to 

develop h i e s  in Africa. 
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