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INTRODUCTION
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The problem of drug abuse and illegal treflickinn

in drug by man is no lonqor a ydw wicnomcnon in Niqeria.

The phenomenon, which energed Jn thls country agout
.'..4'_,' s VLT

twelve years ago, has qonc bevonJ the domestic levcl

.\).L'ﬂ" v e =

' to such qlobal dimonsione with such alarminq and

Y AT
frighteninq oonsequences.
t‘ R 1 ol i

P L) ekl o M r

The multifacct problems of

‘g

misuse and abuse of druqs arc apnlicable to both man and

;"‘_' \lJ' Lies 'f."., J 2 N

animals. !
Ho doubt, druas are necessarv for the wa ll beinq of

man and animals but the misuse or abuse of it brings
about éééigﬁéu coneequences.
here to staf in Higoria, unless extremely strinnent ano
quick measures are adopted to curtail thc,menace.
This‘égp:; exomineﬂ und assesses the’verious laus‘

relating to thc misusc and- abuse of drugs in Niqeria,

I P R LR I 4

The druq problem may he

The consequences and the lagal imvlications of druq abuse :

'l;.'r.ll’ ns I I
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‘purpose of hinderinn or proventinq its escape from
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on man in particular and animals are also highlighted.
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A person from the, leqal anq]e could either be a

physical pefson or a juristic or legal person. Such

vlegal parsons, for example, companies, have their own h

_identity which i"Aseparate from the membersrforminq it'

(Anqn, 1990)

. ‘.l "‘ it
The definition o£ animals in the Criminal Code.has
been adopted in this paper. Under the Cooe, animals may

be domestic or captive. Captive animal means ahy animal

not being a domestic animal of’ whatsoever kind or spccieb
including any bird, fish or ieptile'which is in
captivity or confinement or which’ is maimed pinioned

O T oy W 10

or subject to any applinnce or contrivahcc for the

v

captivity or confinement DOmestic animal means any

animal ‘or ‘bird which is tamed or which has been 9r 1s

T TR L T { fo R

being sufficicntly tamed to serve some purpose for the. .-

use of man . (Anon, 19950b).~ ;
Drugs ‘have been defined in a variety of ways. I

i

drug has been defined as any substance which when taken

* '/-r b
into the body may modify or chanqe one or more of 5
) ot BERVRN PARRLCS CHALES
its functions..(Ahire, 1990). : 2
o mepermeeti NOLUD 0
Druq abuse’ refers to’ the self administration of .
LA ..t'll-
drugs with its primary action on the brain or the ol
<. ."f'L‘,h',.l oX
central nervous system in a manner that deviates from

approved medical or social patterns. It 45 thus the



non-nedic¢al use of Crucs {(Ahirce, 1357 |
. "Drug-abuse shoule b6 distinguishod from Lrus misuse.
Drug misusc rufers te the unorthorox usc ef prescribed

.

drucs. (kliyu, 134l).

fYP?ES UF DRUGE O 1y JLUSRD
. i

'Drugs may be classified into diffirent catecorics.
Scee Table I), These aateqgeries inclulde nnrcetics™ike
Morphane or Heroin Stimulants - Caffeine, Derxlgsants -
S.lcohol, inh:lants ncrosals and 7asoline ané Cennabis -
rarijuana.

‘yome of these druans asce well kunown ingthie socicty becausc

. ‘they are medication: often vwrescribed)in the hesritals he

%‘

the doctors. This incluics paifavlicoving tablots, L

Codeine and Panic

3 1 . ey - 3 o by -
icl Hotthyr cdtovory is popular bocaus.
Lo

it is'préﬁibitcd maw 2fidYthe Ilieit trafficking or usc
of suzh drugs Actracts=itiff punishoznt by the gcvernmental
authority.
Aloeh:l a @pxvssanc is a sacially gogeptnnle tyna

of drug, The\\edercl pcnulace is ivnorant of the facu that
Lt 15 o druyg mnru;n'mhc: it i+ not srohidiiived by Law.

It is opcYo . thu rArivas most commonly abused., Its abuse has
ncthing to do witrh colcrialism aw claimed by aJV$nt cf the
qolonia} nasters in v'iceria, there were lecal forms of
alcohol'sucﬂ as palm-win: produced frem ralm irees.
‘Oguro’ from raffia nalr, burukutu from “ermznted cereal

and of coursc 'Ogaircre’ Lh: illicit «¢in

All types of druas can . abused
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L Bxargles - ok S(K\t';’g'—LELTj?PGS i Description Syrotans of fbuse Dura€ion | Effacts
— : —_— : : Effccts in hrs,
q:iun, Her: in, “Ghana Sr-ack * thitie, crey or B ' 7
itcrghing C“"e“‘“ . ‘horse’ brown, black,tar- regs)};;'.;torva ija'@"mzezimn i ey‘;:mﬁm
! 1ike,- L e, irri ili
4 azdcéa's;\bjwej q 3 mavath;:arerlmed ot 3.- S hrs|tremors; sanic,shills,
- > A ' & USEX ‘creros, o -
‘ injectable constricted pipils ,3,.‘:!:'1 i s
Cocaine ! Cake, Coco,’ Fluffy, vhite Tnorfless Naren
o> e i : o2 SaseC 2s Cocainz Disorientation
. Aphe omine ; o, < sl s entatiar,
SR | G | ) SNERGAEe | i e deeloe,
il fock, Slow smcked sniffed . sos\Nnin 1oss of >rohetaming {CEPTessicn
‘; } : i . . a;:ps:itz ‘. 2% hrs ' o
parfiturckas. .| - Sleeoing pills P e t — -
Banda lozepines | :L)lemze : mﬁscia}en r?é-nr'j _;-m:xi..—.-‘ch* i ﬁﬁﬁf the Bty eI
valitm, alochol ' - “Ogogoro, Ema | orally/injecteds slurrad cessch - it msl Aaliriun
~Dr ey . . - (e & si-
.“"-" w.j.m.,‘gin) Giya, Mmanya- liquid taken rotor L’lc::x::.in‘.tion %4-3 hrs liver d:xr)}-csis
B als Y oral;{, @me | ; . , ~ossible death(alechol)
LSD (Lyyse—gic™” ICP eleghant . ,*! powdex, 1iqu.d Thinkin, CiSOrCer l Flashbac: i
acii (Dizthy- tranquiliser takan-orally or illusizn & kallucina- 8-12 hry ! ViG G, i;
lamida - ) Mot carmon on dnjected : - tion, 2o0r ‘merception . E ivad tri*'asgs- ychosis,
hery cyoliline | mig. streets ’ Green fresh of time & distance "; K £ -
rerljeanc Ta0, stz:ne, sal‘ae % , Bnh:m:l... iistartaa T T i gnsamiz, hyseracti-
(#Hashishi: & Indisn hetmp . .| < Brownish (dry) oercmtm-i"—:.irﬂ(} | 2~1 hrs vity, lunc disease
. SR ‘ ,Ganja, '<aya, : . concentraticn | . il , éomace affects
v e Gopfo, 20k, etc relaxad inhizition Vi .5 - | sexual behavicur
mercsel iy Glues, solvents Liquid Zarm | ; . i Vicion cisturhance
casolin: burylnitrates * gas. form usuclly ‘ . irmajred judg=ment
3 i . room odorizers) inhaled or sniffed reduced ruscle
' and reflex control
1 i hzart Siluee,
- : » l mdden lealth,
' v ) 4 -
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couésgmczs OF DRUG ABUSE S AR o

730 b UP AR .:.).‘ v - .
Theogon’?quenoea'of drug abuse-can be classified into
DO guid

three. Tpe:e are physical, psychological’ and social 2

consequencea. The physical ¢ ‘consequences include brain

e ¢

‘a ,\s-
damage,

hypertension and the ‘common disease known as RIDS

BT . .a:.

(Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome). The psychOIOQical

IDae vl

v

consequences include sleeplessness, Depression and Anxiety
The sociel coneequences include loss of job, family

disinteqration and prematu*e death., © 5

]
\l

Drug abuee from a legal perspective has consequences

'.’s.l.. -

which are éhreefold. Firstly, drug abuse chiefly is a,

crime which in punishable under -the lawe of the land.

Secondly, the abuse of druqgs is interwoven with criminalitv.
Thirdly, arising from these criminal acts -are sanctions
laid down by the law, to punishigffenders that are- detectcd.

THE LATIONSHIP BETPEDN INCIDENCE OF CRIME AND DRUG nPU

L

Drug abuse very commonly lead to antisocial anc't””
criminal behaviour. There is 'a hinher incidence of-crime .
being committed by ehuseré'of druqg who in some cases .
may turn to the crime of stealing, or assault or murder or
armed robbery to'support the’ hijh cost of their: craving
for drugs, This is coupled with' the fact.that drug abuse
which mav(iéoa.to drug addiction renders the addict

[

unproductive but because of the addiction, resort is made

*to crininal acte to supnorL the: obtaining of such drugs.

In most 'motor accidents, it is often discovered

that the driver has taken excessive alcohol. The offence

éf causinq deatb by danqerous driving is the result of
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this reckless act.

Drug ‘abuse: and its traffickivc leads to the formauion

otd

of powerful eriminal organisations such as the mafia.
The Colombia experience is a qood example. In Niqeile;
althongh not “on such a grand scale, mafia style aséasina»d
tion and,other acts of Qlolenoeﬁﬁeve been wigneesed in
.recent times. * S e S - »

Drﬁé aBdse‘ls descfibed as a"v1ctimless offence
the reason being that both dealers and users< are involved
in a transaction in which ncither seaks the 1ntervention

of the law. However,‘thc realit} is that the gociety in

general is made the victim throunh th3 antisocial or

¢riminal behaviour of the drug dbufer or the psycholoq1ca_

or social conaequcnces “enunerated above.

LOCAL IMPLICATIONS OF DRUG. ABUSE IN MAN AND ANIMALS IN
NIGERIA

There are various domestic.-deaislations in addition —

to several treaties lenterad ihto, to curb the problem of
abuse of drugs and illegal trafficking in Nigeria; " some " -

of tHe existing treaties are {ogibanjo 1990}

|

(a) Tn@"Uhitﬁﬁ Natidéns Eonvention Aqainst Illicit
Traffic in Narcotic Drucs 19G0 ‘

(b) The Mutual Assistance in Criminal Matters
within the commonwealth.

Yc) Treaty betwecn thc Pederal Renublic of Nigerla

*and the United States of hmerica on Mutual Leqal

Assistance in Criminal Matters (1989).

1l
(@) Agreemént between the Government of the Federal

Republic o%“Nigeria ancd the Gchrnment of the
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RIS O S :
Unitia Kingdom of Great Britain and Vorth Ireland
,w‘ opdRtd PR BT -
:d? ioe n‘ g the Inveatigation and Prosecution of
:ﬂthh¥" |

1mn'and the confiscation of the proceeds of

tdﬁﬂa&ﬂ%meoiggﬁdo el Ak g

“,qwﬂo?tﬁsbnei_o ot it Lyt s ST RANSILIEY St ¢ 2 b
At the domestic 1eyal the first of the leqislation s
QL ARAFHR LdBE L I 620
to be considered is the Hational Druq Law Enforccment Act
smas L eﬁl’" ﬂ-)!u” M

‘§NDLéA). This is a-comprohensive ledislation to ,Bupplement

EAL T AR ROR P L b :
International measures already taken, towara
R O 1<) . ¢ 54 RILE MRS L SRt ]

‘meaningfnl eradication of the 3rob1em of misuse and abuse i

BT TR §TAE S (72 S R AR R KR .
of druqs. nn agency.under the $DLPA is emoowered to enforce
U Sy a5 ;

and administer the pxﬂvi&&bns of the Aot. This agency

toot oiei t::mroio gerformed by the Fedoral Hinistry of
Health and for”itoveffective conduct three units were .set
up. ;ngsgua;€ the General and Asset Investioation Unit
P e ST ) rafiter e (L
the Proseoutgon dnit anc the Couneellinc Unit :
SAHPTIQY ATV ©

SANCTIONS AGAINST 7ERQON’ CONVICTED OF DRUG LBUaE

sl vty

Various o!fences are provided for in the NDLEA
w3 I (& -

These ranges from importation, GYﬁortJtibq to the possession,

it PV O GA

K

sale and &ven the misuse and abuse of drugs. The legal... :i. .

i

implication’or the sanctions imposca for any of . these-
1 bl 2, g

offenca- provided for in the Act are enumerated below e 4

TR 2 B B URS
(a) Imprisonment
The importation, cwnortation, manufacturing,.
s R R TR

transportation, trafficking sale and purchasgzof hard" o

£

drugs undoutedly leads to druq abuse., This offence .

130 e SINLY

carry a penalty of life imvrisonment.ﬂ On the otherrnand,

[V AR
the possession of any of“the drugs by smoking inhaling or..

injecting attraots a ternq of 1mprisonnnnt not exceedina
cqria 2oy ienlhe .

Pt 1 SR VL o XD

% 2 P T ne % g i S
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t&entYNfiv ears‘but not 1255 than fifteen years.

(b) 'rine’n ¥

In cases of laundering of funds obtained through
o R S H~
— s |
unlawf ,aEtivities of drugs, where the offender forfan
PO P37 S WL R s G LB s : -
offence'under the Act is-e~Financial Institution or a&ﬁgﬁix

-Corporate nody that 15 a juristic ,persoxb _;.pcn is J.iable

to a fine oﬁlbetween one million to, two miiliop naira as“w.
|"'1 "'-f el Tl BEtLe siuatad Yt
the casa max,be. yhere the real culpritsL are. Directors

or Secretaries ?f such bodies or institutions; they are

‘liable- to a' term of imprisonment (Section 13) 'zcn.rn»
oy v . v F e \ T st S b byt &% f‘
(c) Forfeiture i '*“ ;lt, e'.s a
(i * % SO

Any person COnvictel of an offence uhder the Act is

.liable: to’ forfeiture of assets, and propcrties derived e

from the ‘proceeds’ ‘of "such offenca.e This include foreiqn~.
W4 ) oo ,-'.'}.
assets subjected to any treaty with ﬂuch foreinn countr; ey

el

~ The passport of any person convicted under the Aat

T AR
shall dls6°'be forfdited t"the rederal Government.: Other
. ) ) . . e R e e

items whiéh”shall‘bé‘forfcited to the Federal qvernment
- ‘-- -I‘

include ‘all the hard’ drugs in violation to the Act raw

materials,» products bnd equipment used’ in manufacturing,
~'-r- "vrt: ,'.«'

processing, exportinr‘or importing the hard druns and
o £ 0 3] BB £ O DL ey 1R

all instrunentalities of convcvance uch as aircrafts 16 Gy

vehicles or vessols used or inttnccd for use to transnort

facilitate trausportation and sale of the hard druqs.
el R Ay ancear

Drug:c which are’ redovered as a result of’ any offcnce under %

the Act aré leter destrovcd by burning bv the anpropriate
.3 R S e ') oisea ‘ 3 o
agency. il

S > T I S 107 YT PR OO
It should be noted that upon the arrest of a suspect,

the agency has the power under the Act to seize the
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aesete and properties of the suspect and upen conviction

JedT

Special Tribunal (Miscellaneous Offences) hct which has

jurisdiction to try offences under the NDLEA for a final
v oeude T

AOrder of forfeiture of the assets and oronerties

enumerated abov ' auch properties may later be disoosed f;

of by lale by the Agencv. .

(4a) Freezing of"’ Account

The Act in Section 33 provides for the freezing of |

bank acccunts of suspects and convicts. There are severql

‘o »

other.legistations regulating the misuse and abuse of druos

by i

i
in Nigeria. These include, The Dangerous Druq Act.; Tho_

Food and Druq Act and The Indian Hem» nct

Inu'en nemp is a drug commonly used and abused in

Nigeria, It is cne of the foremost hard drugs used my

Nigerians krown by "everal namen sach as “Wewe" "Iqbo"
or 'Marijana“ 1 It is cultivated'on a large scale L
against the intention of the Indien Hemp Act and it is
commonlv‘used‘n;vyouths. The Act prescribes a punishment
of not less'thenAtwenty-one years imprisonment for plan--

ting.and cultivating of Indian Hemp and a term of not las:
than four years for posseESing the drug.

e | male offender below the age oF nineteen years

IR
4]

convicted under thie Ac € may be ordered to be ¢iven not
IR §omaRs L5

more than forty-nine eroke of the canc which must not.'”
be given on the same day., An offendei undexr the .age

of seventeen years may be put under supervision, sent .
el vald Day R AT : e g
to an approved school, cowaltted to the care of a fit
Ao
person or his parcnte may be ordered to give security
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for his gooa Jehaviour

ngxsnarrou ol DRUG nrsn AND ABUSE IN ANIMALS

'Hoet“bf the'lediéla ions on drucs in “i~e:;a relate
to man’ becahse T ‘cannot voluntarily abuse the use
R LT 2 -

of druqs.-\On .he other hand it is the mis se £ éruns

by man’ on”animalé'that leads to drug abuse in anien-s,

(a) The Food and Druq Aot

gt ¥
RE . rx'.;,,,.-‘x'\

The'food and drug Act relate“ to both man and
anim;is:Jn%heﬁprovisions of the Act”e;;ureeutgethoreqs
whetﬁ;ribiﬁgn?to ﬁae or aninals‘ are meoefactureo; preoereﬂ
pacLed, preserved‘or stofés under sanitary conditions. .1

______ . R LSRR 1

A person found guilty unoer thié hct is liahle t’:o""w U

imprisonment and the equipmtnt us ed for the d*uqs may bc

. H B
[ 2 -

forfeited

"-.';':1

(b) The ériﬁiqai Codeﬁu éeeticn"99‘ i BT
"This is" a leoislation mhich ie oo;lieeble to éﬁé .jfi
southern parts of thcria. It proviaes'eé;'$§‘5;¥ehé§ j:hi;
known as Cruelty to aninals. Ther= is no‘corre;;oe;;n; o
provision in th; Penal Coee which 19 aopiicable tohih
Morthern Fiqﬁrlz"'mhé Lrimlhal Cola “roviéoelth?t'a;” iR
pereon “who wilfully without any reasonablt cause or o

S troy Uikl a3

excuse administered or cause or procure or bninn the owncr
tamy RAA ’n"»!'.
permits such administration oF any poisonouc or 1njurious‘
LEE Y 2 Y a1y F by Y5k "t

drug or substance ‘to’ any nimal or inflict withcut

reasonable cause 6r cauce vny such to be taken Jy anv

animal is huilty of an cffenc '. - '
cinte. QLTINS

Thiu {s' one of the dormant provisions in the Criminal

IV o I s

Code. Unlike in Durope where such a prnvivioq in the Law.

8 vxtf s Rt

o 5 A 15 S,
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,vil} treguently.be resorted to, the level of development

PREPTRIN T ST ieY Y- w3 e
1n,N4gar1a ‘hagnot reachcd a 'stage where a Nigerian will
o ()['lvﬂc.. $ans
take a fallow Nigerian or any person to the court for an
“l

offence against—gn animal -The animals are sizoly

-beinq protected by the law. The usa of chemicals fo-

N R s J A
fishinq and -trapping-of animals for human consumstics
1isisd B
may also tall under this provision. The ogfence attracts

a fine or- a. term.of imprisonment for si monthss

'

(c) The SAle of Goods ‘Act 1£93

RPN

Undur the law, an injured party vho' has consumed
products of animals.which are cuntaminatcd ‘either bv
bacteria or medication have a remedy i~ -They may sue’ for
damages under the Sale’ of ‘Goods net, 10893 for dodds
being sold fﬁitﬁem which wexé gither not fit for the |

purposa or not of expected medicinal quality.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The'Nigérian Government having téaiiécd the déﬁ&cr% .
posed by drugs has)continued to taks rteﬁs'to curt#il the
drug, ﬁqnacc, » The efforts of the a;ancv Gstablishud
under thofNDLEA is’ commandablc.' uowever, a few ouggestlona
and reconmendations are proferred towards the'eradlca- .
tion Sf the menace df'drug abuse in'ﬁi;éfi;i
(a) Education " i t ) ’ .

(1) The family is the Hindtast ssetor 62 the
society. Parents are ‘advised to be more vigilant
about their children and their play mate:.'ibé;bﬂis
should_qducate.‘the;i'éhildréh ahnuflfke migﬁge
andwaghég'éf drugs and it§'eoh;equenées.‘ Parents

" b.a‘
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and Guardians should lay good examplcs by wtrchasxng

drugs from registeren and avthentic pharmacy shogs.

T (id) Drug education like sex edtcation should be

;included on the school curriculum right from
Primary to the University levels,

(iid) The public generally should be educated on the
dangers of drug nisuse and abuse. The Counsellinq )
unit of the 'NDLEA . in collaboration with HAHSER the

‘ - e

Better Life for Rural VWomen members and the

traditional heads should work toaether td’edm:abo-h
“the populace.

(b) Judicioua use of druqs

It is Bugqested that those 1nvolved in the
presoriptiops of medication in hospitals and clinics
should prescribe judiciously. The awarenes§'qiyen to
traditional medicine in recent times are welcome. The
traditional medicine . association should be enlightened
on the danger broudht about by the abuse of druqs.

Most of the.érugs prescribed by members of this association
have not been tested scientifically'érd the components

in dosaqoé brescrihed'dre unznown. This leads to drug
abuse in'so many chse%,b It is acknowledged that most

of the traditionallaoctors fear that their ideas méy be
stolen and they guard the "secret" jealousy. DPatents

may however be obtained on such drugs. -

(c) Legislation
The legislations on drug natters'appéar to be
adequate. It is however suggested that more treatics

.‘;.

should be entered into by the Government ‘with other
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tnxonsps(avdme?uﬂitc ‘Efil ightenment Prodramme = .

count:iqq}to reduce importation and’ exportation of

gbl:r srd nsvo THc'campaign'against ‘drug abuse’ rxotl‘ be taken

"
f

w

to.the,qtaasroot. The problem is not caly that

0

citien but out of ignorance innocent ‘prople-in the
villages are becoming victims of drug,, The presext
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efforts by the governmant through the« appropriate
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and local communication methods like the use.of the
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(e) Proliferation of Patent Stores

The proliferation of patent medicin:: stores and

petty drug Bellers should bt checked. Th¢ system
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'xt wr’ adoeteggin the United Statos where drugs vannot be
M

r3a2 T Joe
s .g pﬁrchased off the shelf except there is doctor's
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IR prescription, should be adopted in Nigeria.
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it is squested that-alternative methods of
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(%51 Enforcement Agencies K .

The enforcement agencies should ba better equippe?
to deal with the problem of drug abuse. This would

include technological-development in crime prevention—
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It is also suggestad that_there should be

coope:ation anongst all che law enf*:ce:e:* zgencies

Hﬁich 1nc1udes the police, customs and aven the priscn
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? migant il Druq abugc s a fundamantal issue that crosses
'“tﬁé'national boundaries. "It is a manace which should
: L ® 2t A&
AN not ‘be ‘handled by ‘a particuiar sector of the nation.
s N :'xJ’ R
A, raphe” crusade analnst urun abuse and traffic?ing must
S s
""he intensified to ensurn that a qood leaacy is left
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for our: nation“ tomirrow.
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