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Discourse on Race (Nova Science, 2002). . . 
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Anthony Agbali is a doctoral candidatt of cultural anthropology at Wayno Gtate IJnhhity, , 

Detroit, Michigan. A Catholic priest, his msearch htrrrons arc in the stta of social movmenta, n#trtrncc~, 
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University of Ibadan,-Nigeria, 

* .  
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. - 
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speoializing in West ~ f r i c a n  mulie' and o o ~ q ~ g p a r y  ~ f r i c b  migrant c o ~ w l i t i ~  in ths UB. Her 
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Angelels.'She holds an-M.M. in etbno~usicoldgy~ptid a B.A. in percussion. She ir also.a.pmfbrrioaa) . .;I 
percussionist and irecording artist and @ught.tba West African Drum Ensemble at the Uajversity 
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GloriaiChuku, P ~ D : ,  teaches history &d world civilization ttt South Camlintt State ~nivmity: 8b. 
has published laany essays in j o w l s  'and booto, mainly in the area of womw's history. Sbe i r  
completing a book on Womn and Economic 12.ansfomtation in ~ ~ b o t a n d ,  1900-1970, * 

A n n C 0 0 p e r - i s  a graduate student at the Univuruity of Texas. 

ChriseiDunton was bom'jn the UK and has taught in universities in Nip- Libyb ild South 
Africa. He is currently a professor of Engli* at thd National University of Lesotho. Ha iir the 8ufbott of . 
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Nigerian Theatre in English: A Critical Biblfograp& ('rst published, Hans Zell, 1998). 

Olusegun Fayemi, M.Sc., MS. fo* the part twenty-two has devoted his &orgies to rocial . 
documentary photography of continental &cans and Africans in the diaspora. Ho is the author of' tbc ; 
books, Bafizncing Acts: Photographsfiom West Afirca and Voices From Within: Photogrcrphs of 4fkican 
Children, ,-,When not making photographs, practfocr medicine en director of pathology and labaatorier I C 

at St. m-Hospital ,  Hobokcn, New J e w ,  ' 

b - G e n o v a l i s -  a+graduate studente-at the~univqsity, of Texas at' Austin in Ablctin history. H 
publications include a forthcoming chapter on teen life in Egypt. , 

firahim *Hamza,-~. A. (History) Usmu9TJmiPodiyo University, Sokoto. Ph.R, Ymk Unh 
' Toronto, (dissertation due in Spring 2003) on the 3Sradgh relations with the Emiratcr of Northem 
1900-1920. Research interests: Britisb imparialisap.isr Muslim AMca, Haufia'gender mlations, an 
language shd people in. the knericas during the era af Atlantic Slavary. 
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FEATURES AND ACTIVITIES . 

T-,I.gP;,'q +> :* ' . . . i;$ Y&;+*$' + . . . .&@ &:&?i7. 
C q t  N~QMEs. ' >. 

,,? w:3 
->5.y> -5 g*pg .. 
.Q%@&S 

a. . , g9$g~gaf;z;w% ',, , .. . 
. . @: %!; ;+ +& =yfG**: 

iTnari&d ~ c u l t ~ i s  dr&Tin the-gad* pld.&i~tcd.with+o~~gl'm practia.. nir i i i t ~ i  
* 

different d t a  that are how 30 cxiPt:i. h i g h w i l U t ~ f l ~ ~ s  $0- W  MI d a ~ o W d  uib ,Tho . . * . 
$ 2  names .~und fefocim a ~ d  dnngm&r.nd.$q(ct Gmg c l . a d a c ~ i j ~ ~ d  

5dmtified-b : . ~ -re-- variws. iiiJ a*Tnd+ higher , fa$atfoaj~ixt SJIgsiSit hclude the foll 
, " 4  , . . ., . 

. $* 4 k%*y$Wrl$C* -&$4% 
Black Cat . Q-. Mafia a I 

;@!4 . A d  I % . .  Black Cobra. E.E.:d+b Blood $jlikns .. * 
lkkAxe ;;;,,::%;.?.,, Red B y i l  

*a&$k-,.?& "; " < . , *  ' . . . , %* >$y$ #** . (  
Q ,r .. . 
&%$. A .  

, . . - _ .  , .  * . .  . . . . -  .I.-I-. 
, . . a' . La -. . * .  
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690 Oluyemisi Bamgbose Q. ' 
' ,  

2 - 
, , 

Black Night The Blood spot ' 

. Black Beret Executioneris .. 
Viwgs , Termites 
'Hawks , Dau&ters ~f Jezebef 
Dragons Black Queon 
B4c4 Bra~iier '~ 

' 

INITLQTIBN. PROCESS * The isitistion h c c u  of student culG i i ' a  p d  of full membership. The crnonits  , d I y  . - . . 
meant to =a;painfully-excxuciating;tiial of-phyafa@Qndurance in which the now m s m h ?  &Uty to 
absarb~paimis tested. According *to a : r u p o ~ ~ e ~ ~ r j ~ ~ n ' ~ r o c c s s  , G may include, among othe tbz, Wh 
taking, hgtaking,  and drinking o~blblood,~ ' ' + . .  : .. . 

FETISX~STIC OCCULTIST~PRAC~MC~S . . 

Occultist and fetishistic practices are f w e s  of& cult meetings. Some of th&c practices iwludc' ..' , . 
running over fire or broken bottles barefooted, lying ia a coffin, drinking blood mixd with drug4 kfdog 

- an- oath of secrecy, and indoctrination of divinc~rcsti~don for divulging the secrets of the cult. 

-~o ; t ,o f  the information on student cults areafiom ex-cult mmbers. Thia rovoal8 thc clwront of , 

secrecy in ihe cub. Contrary to the ideals of the cult at its inception, the element of rwxccy mrlw 
activities of the group-more sinister. The mcmborehip of present day cults is not yade & o m  t o ' b  
public, and-meetings are nocturnal. On the clement of oecrecy, one. of the seven pionwing mcnibsn of 

. 

the Pyrate Confraternity had this to say: *- Nothing we did was in the dark, 'Pyrates held ucminars at the Arts T4tatre 6.om 10 at& 
to 4 p.m. and it was done on mutine basis, ' Tba univmsity knew who tbs .PymtoI wem at 
the time. We had a directory showing names of members, field of study and ~ i d d m 8 6 s . ~ ~  

. . 
. \ 

Contrary to a report that members of the then-Pyntc Confraternity had diruadona 4th tbs Vb- .  . '. . . 
Chancellor and other principal membqs of the university, the present position, is that cults bav0 . 
banned from all institutions in Nigeria and therefom are illegal dnd cannbt hold di~tussiom with the 
institutional authorities. . . 

EXPLQ~ATNE RECRUITMENT PROCRSS 

The recruitment process adopted by cult .mtmbm in the various institution8 i l  hifly 4 8 f l d  . 
and exploitative; - Newmnmbcrs arc. lured 4 n m ~ t h ~ ~ ~ t ' t b r o u @ ~  exploitative, mom#: bnlnw*,ond- 

% influence; deceit; persuasion, and. seduction, rSWisnnG,~most aspwially fresh- iP the in8dtud~s who ' 

::I , have bemiidentified qnd'noticed to'be mxiouc,-deptissed, conflued, and lml, or with @. 
prob1ems;are approached with the,pmmite of trmmfmmation, hope, and staurity and&@ don18 am 
is provided. This is in return for total obedience and dlagiancc to cult c~rnrntpds,~ 

. . 
1 .  
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FREQW CL+= &w. vfomcls . . t l *  

. . a . r+,%2:.; 
1 1 ,  . ,  - ' a * a .  ' ,. 'st-t.,J; . . ... * .  ' * ..l. 

In ros&*re to-one. qf:th&cqltda&o$ iq$nsif the, institutions of higher laming in ~iprih im . i. , 
- * 

I, " 

kditorialvqqrt stated' t&t: . . . ,  I *  , . 
' .  . I . . '  . 

I -  I t . I ? I  , 0 '  i *  

j . .  

( .  

. . . ~ h o h i $  ?f .ldlljhg@d ,mai@gQ .bY;~iim$1tb'io our bigher iestit~~ons h r v ~  ~~ a . . I +  . 
.!. lcvpl.wbereby no.:japnt om anyrn~~~~b!ii&of the safetytrof hie child in'lay of thss6 : . . : . - 

, , I I L .  

: > .  . initi@ttidgiir'long~qthe cult flqivt&dr~a.l& 10 opmtc? -+ . I - W w 2  
9 I 

, 2 . , - 6 ,  , 
1% . . * a  ; , ' \ , :  ,.. g@q~is 

I(i " ~ h c  & A t  . . -- g ~ i e ~ a p t u r ~ o  a <  r,-, . .. the w G o f  +T.--x tho $)+ A&$g&O . a,-.$;*-.fl7. the clarh4 w i ~  other N~O. , e,&de . , i .  ,.-.: 

o n i * o ~  w molt-bl,~;~Clasb(irl- bamededw+fuls' 20, 20&,~ la a& of tho sldut .wivAidu , . I - 
Nigeria: .NFapbqs\of a cultdeashd tqrm.o11-(bewh@~ university, eilpccially a m  fbe student otrfy s 

. - , l e a d c f s , ~ ~ l ~ n ~ a b o ~ t ~ f i ~ e  . -  ^etudeats-dnd.ipdw&!q~&~ors. . . . .  . 
- ?:- k ii;ie of violence and the.inmdi ,dlash&&11~ad-to t h o - f i ~ t  for pow. ba&d& wltbi. . . -  

: the cirlt'is@+etcmhed,.-amqng o t h ~ : @ d n p p b y k i  to epgapte in \a rd w.@&W&'~I .* . + ,  * -"- 
. ' .. 

as~ignments.~ The-escalating rates af-.thGi@~@$p!1s~m. wpur %cnjtim is a t d ~  W ~ . - ' ~ ~ O ~  , * . - , 

. Many liva.'haye been -lost: innocent s t u d e # 1 t s y ~ p ~ ~ t r f ~ W , ~ m ~ ~ i v 6 0  the cult d; ,ftl Q I ~ B - ~  ' . .: ', - -, 
cases cultmemaS.~lled $e.kgistrpr of?on+iof :~@gni  Uaiv~oitie~ md his df~ b tbtbpir wide+ . 

" ' Were w*iothcr ihcidenccs of stud~~ts-wbo'~v&~~ki.ll~f;~r~&,~~ W d .  Th. cpto' of d~!atld@* , ' , 

op rampu;bcin-Nii.in m c q  dmes.lavesr:q~~i$d~~~bt of tbd~bmd of fuhu6 1- ha Eli- b tbo * ,  

twa&h*cepltury. . - I .  - 9  . - .  
.' . : It 'i& pbthctic that institutik of ~ u m i h ~ ~ i d . ~ ~ ~ ~ ; i a  now goneoqfition amp6 for &grw , .. 
i n s ~ ~ ~ o ~ ~ = r n o 1 d i n ~  anctintellectua1~deve1qim~t centon 010~ in Y' book OD ) 'lm*t . . : 

. .  
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. particular, areligipus group rogulsrly,b&u,r&t':ai d c e s ' a t  selected campuses in a bid to fi  
. Such sehiccs have'yiclded iesults as some eplt members have publicly renounced their membership in-.. . . --, , - 

. . cults. Thetr*tepity :groupi,@e also involved. irr.the.qmpeiiga,. In an article, it was reported that ~ettain * a 

leaders of. some existing fratmities bq~c'fomc4. ~ ~ y ~ , l c n o w ~  a$ .the ~ k i o n a l  Inter-Fraternity Council 
WC), aimed at closMg8th~9ad chapter of f t a td ty ;  m$~S6dlviolen&t 111 higher institutions." 

' V  

Un1ike:the position in the United:States.df Arndca, where otganizations such as 'The AmMicw 
Family Fwndation~(AFE>is crtab$ahcd i~..,da wi@.~$pmblem, .*wd are no NW'r dealing-only @fh , 

.' . CU~~'~F~M~I~~S:* 'HOWW€~~,  thin a~ 0 ~ ~ ~ 0 g l S ~ ~ c h : ~  uh6 ~ t & '  f& Yabtb, Pamily &ld the h w  d , 

inrespretad, the adage mags "it is &om within the farnily/home, that a pkso~+b t i ap  the wealth Wt 're' 
displayed t0.t.e-public." Traditionally, Nigarians arc @own to ham close family tier. Tbs family b .a' . 
powbrf$l.agent of:social. control -that exerts an>importmt influence in the roolety, especially the , . 
developmment'of the Wd. There is no doubt that a spang, effWe, and viable family ryrtcpgr gr&ndnv to . . 
bei t h e - ~ b o n ~ ~ n ' b ~ l w ~ f ~  against t b p r o b l m  of .dolinquodcy of whf~hiph cu1tiw.n i& idmtifi* w w?. . - 

, ~arerikm!d~.gwdians should sho* m k  intekst inthe youths. Prc$et monitoring of their aotivitib a d  
. their pbm*is msenti J to 'the d&elppmeat of a strong chmctsr. It also ens- tbe ~ 1 y  dctwtiotl of . 

6 ~d~~inpu.c*achtwior, wMvhish- can afi ly be nipped in the bud. The family also hu I mle to play in . 
st back into tha; fhdY,-& in tha 

anexkulti&" . . . .. . 

thne~is~no-cosclusivttstatl~tical &idme yprding the effect of religion on delhpcilt ' . 
tiim is one+ Ho&, & l i d o n ~ . c j t a t  a powerful iduencc fat 8Ooial control w&b , 

, reverence for good: Social n&s &odd beC-od if given the 'support of nli#km thmugb Waf- + ' - ... 
tqching of geligi&s  principle^.^. With ouohlmagr,'catain acts regarded ae wick#& a8 6- fiml tba ' ' 
activities of the cults; may~booomo a b h m t ; & ~  by deep .mligiouu conviotbn; Religion om 
create a strong resistance to-cdtist influcoca-and daira. lbir may aecaint for the ptablic r e n ~ ~ t h  by . 
cultists at religious gatherings, which ~ l r a r  orga&& inA.somo inrtitutions h Nip(ia. It i8 fip ,* 
mention that in many institutions in Nigciia, tht lertders- of tha-vati~s.rcligi~u$'fpoup8 are m. 88 

members of the anti-cult campaign and.they:are to talk $bout the evtlr of cultism'at d o r  -.' 
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