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Customary Law Practices and Violence 
against Women: The Position under the - - 

Nigerian . Legal System 

Introducthn 
Ni~rig is, s i  country in * - k t  of At3- dUr liCI C U ~  of be RCpubliC 
of B&, sou& of the &public of Niga md Chad and west of h e  

&public of Cnineroun and north of the Gylf of Cluhe~  
leg.l a p t a n  h d c  up of the common b% sktutory 

law, cwtomvg w md kinmic lnar The common im i?l essmudy an 
lC-&~d body Eiq&h sne ku The srumory Lna. eompxises 
resatemenr of English Satutes, which o m  the ye= have been 
Pmmded or rr+nwxed ud wrimn h a  p u d  by the mPMing body. 
Ibe w m m q  kws, whm applicable, arc fbe body of ~ E S  go- 
a ~nnicda gmvp of p e l e  and W c  laws arc rcwous ten& 
aiplicable m&ok subject m it. 

L, a m&&&c @ion &dl OW% CWO h ~ n d d  hnd &ftp 
diffirenc ethnic peps.  Tbrec - p q s  mrxgt &r nearly sixty 
pcrcent of c o u n ~  to& d a b t  6~ bun* and 
twenty million pmpk Tbees .p h e  Y m h  w b  ate pdominmtlyia 
he r0u-t h e  in &c toumePrt pnd tk Haws in 'he north, 

There are other smaller but Lnpo~TWt gfOUps scattered 
over the 

courAq. ,xi is impostant to giw this bdef histov for a d k r  understand 
of bci that there ire man). cusromary l" P L Z C ~ Z S  &sung within 

- - 

=mlcu%"- 87 

113 N- UL other h t d ~ n  coonrdrs, trdtionrl nurnm4 
~ c u l a t r n l m d ~ o u ~ ~ ~ ~ r n ~ t t ~ ~ d  
in QKI ovashadow common kar md smmm;l& 
with rrgud to rrse ksrru Issues relnthg m women .a modp 
a f r c n d  zewking in violence a&st wumca Tbe west i&- 
of vio1cnce occur in the home and the bosom of the dcs+ Mw 
fnmilp TL ir 1 ummclicaan = ~ k s n  f a y  h no& fat 
being closely Lpit 

M g d  b a sigcxarory to many iatemntiol treaties that.pmbibit 
violence rgninst .women. There nn rLo mnny tegiond 

. and national Jaws that fmwn at such violence. However, the 
vio19ce coninuu The discusion b this =say focuses on some 

' ~ p u  of viohcc meted oa.aromen as a d t  of h w  
pracuces. IhL will be rcstdcted to cuscom&y law pncdrra of 
martisgc, inherikace and widowhaad bs~id17 under th+ h e e  
~ c ~ p s  aamd !&ope.. 

Customary law practices in Nigeria 

~wmmpry is WdtLnnte basis of  all hvmpn naietie9 d over 
the wdd It is dynamic rather than static providing the guiding 

of int&tiotlship h m  one generation and du wt 
It is dcxribed as the mindx of accepted usage, which meMI that it i 
c q h k  of fldbility'dd adaptability m dun(Tng cLcumstanccs & 
sod*. The cuskmwy bus of an-MO cncapsU1Ue LU the &6, 
s o d d  iastimtiog and religion that C6aracterEsa and nd 
a given community Cwmmvy ptactices diffec from place m p k c  
ad no one pncticc can be said to be inferior or supedor to the 
omCL ?hir is &hY it is v i m d y  knpossible to repiace one -1- 

it h apt m stare dght from rhe onrefthat not all cu$tomq 
law practices arc bad or repugnant or inflict violence on 
Afdcan countries generally h n e  many dch culturd pmcaces .which 
are humane, unique and allow for true bondine in the fwy~ 

L- with emphasis on unity which is :h : ~ ! a  fabric of rhe societv 
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dhcdmimry and lopsided agaimt womttl, in 
.ed 

udrdc in a modem lmd'mre d -7 .- 
a s a p ~ t m n a n z r a l j u s t i a , e q u i y a d ~ ~ d ~  ' 

The rodJ political md emno& Gfe in Wig& is 
d c d y  ch.nsiag the&& b e  qy@dol[t of md-tion 

in CUSID- law one of B;st h v e  It t ~ W L L  dru c@ 
old prncdcrr and cusmms have &sap@ ona'd$peaf 

m deal with new situations. It i. &mefore pizaling thnt $& 
~ractices which d i s ~ ~ t c  rg-t -men rehse to chnnge with 
* ~ d a u t i O n r  . . 

The Constitution d the '~&xal Republic of N e  (19W) has 
changed s d  timer a, acco-ociia~ mod- chvlges, there is 
no reason dor customary se dOsa m the m y  p l  lifc -- - 
of the people be iubject to .changes 

The discussion below is on tKe c u s t o r n ~  law ptacuces of 
mudage, inheritance rnd widowhood and their effects. 

. 

Customarv law of ipar- - --- 
Marriw has a prestigious foremm phce in Nigerim a J w e  

i~ o r b  C W C O ~ ~ ,  so much importance is 

attached m the imti- of mud.gc'and it is a d ~ ~ d i ~ o n  
for both men and -arn M.pirpe is a 10- in the bea13.of 
many @s, as wpeanbl. .function m be fulfilled 4th 

little 

delay as possible afm dxe .ge of pubsty. 50 i m p ~ m t  Was  

insdtqtion $at la - 4 o Q  
~th'im ~ 8 s  c o ~ a c r e d  as 

incomplete and few sidilcal sorig5 am composed about such 
people. In h e  ~ u u n  iultw, thc& h ul a d a ~  that sagS "a man 
without a wife iri lihc a bi$ tiee without hit," (mohim, 1 998). 

Marliagc can be conm~~ted undc. my'of rbe S P D ~  mentioned 
. Uocr; siacutory ~ a w ,  it is govaned b the Mmrhge 

.%.:: and 1:- : iiluimonial C~JSSS ACL (1970). 
C::stOmS nf  

:..: paities n - z f n  under customary hxxr 12.: xsl3~:- 

~ ~ ~ ( ? ~ ? ! : i ' u r c r h  89 

It k c~mmon a, see mwiagu be@ contracted both under. 
statutoq Lnw sad catornsq Ifw. The reason is &at- . - in m o d e m d m o ~ h ~ h s r e n r t a p d y ~ ~  
m r h i r h ~ o l l w m h n a d c d p d D s m c h e q u n h s r  f h L h  
resulted i. the existence of a p 1 d  kw of succession of p r o m .  
h mod- hdmq M y  domination during the existace of the 
~ k i c r . n ~ i m , Q o ~ ~ o n a a d m i g m i o n , p a f ~  
t h e i r i n d ~ d d o n o r l i r r a i r h r b d r ~ e d ~  - 
The notion thu marriage is stlbconsciously or consciously 

regarded u a uaiw kawccn iwo diEcrmt f d e s  and not ody 
the couplc. is displayed during the traditional marriage ceremony, 
even wh& the @a m rbe marriage arc matured ad& @&, 
1998; Issato, 1M8; The Peftpdvc, 2001). 

Mimy cul- in N i i  M pattiarchiat, thcleforr empbas'1si.g 
mnlc domimno A hr arlaM ia the South Eut of rhe country 
cspecinllp the I&Q culmrc in Abia State. are matrilined, The 
patriarchal cultl~~ is gmdy pomqged dudng traditional marriqe 
ccemonia pcdormed almost to the exclusion of rhe mother. of 
the bride and the bride 
Under statutory law, the procedure Tor a valid marriage 

ceremoay is ex@&* raced in the Marriage Act without any 
8endcr &s- H o m q  nule dominance is exhibited i. 
practice by the overcxeP1ous officiats who dCmPnd the presence of 

. Ihe father of he bdde or in his absence om where l e  morha 
is pnrent, a mlc ddt fmpn the paiternaf side of d e  btidc This 
co'lfrms Q c u s o ~ m y  hlief char any child in a family belongs 
to the fnthcr nc;d his lineage 

Child mnrdnge 
Child rnarrilga was a common brorm or marriage uader the & 
culturo, wbich unforruarrelp. is sriU practiced in some rural 
communities especidy in rhe Hausa culture in the nor&ern stares 
of Nigeria. 

Under &is prac~ce a girl from birth uxs bemii~;? to a i3.n ci. :.. .." ..  ...* --..- i n e  7xiU be formally married bc.~.veer. e t  -. 1:::: : ~ f  e!,:?~ 
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Acwdng m Ssbbemu (1998) in uuw to a + oa the 

e of Q i l d ~ h a f a t h u : l o r a m e d ~ ~ p a s r i O C  
d w d  bchre I was born and rhcrc is no rue c ~ m p U M  h u t  
is &+ +Lis- to m+ I d e d  pur  mafvlr u thr S- 

a@.'* ' 

The above cowersadon between Sabbatau a i d  her hther w 
about thc mixiage of her tcn year OM sista Thir practice was a 
cdmml practice which stlU goes on in rural parts o f  tb; counny. 
The issue of choice of partner .for rhe @-child is the duty of 
the family members or the faher who take into considezation 
different hcmn in mdcbg a choice, The choice is heed on su& 
considerations as r o d 4  religious, monaasy or economic reasons. 
ltge of the pms- husband L'nn a fictor, as in rmny of the 
we9 rhe hasbmd chosen is quiac older than the gid 

S e d  reasons have been given in support of chis practice. 
They inuludc: 

Y 

(0 Reduction o i  ptomiscuity 
fiii Soaetal integration aod weli being, and 
\-I 

(53 Religious blessing 
CNLd marriage has its effects borh on the girl& and the society 
These include: 
@ Eady widowhood wkh its attendant ptoblcmr; 
i S p d  of HNlhIh; 
i Prostitution;- . 
( i i  Pamilyprabluns; 
(v) MMedid pmblem?; and 

. v Evlydnth from suicide.. 

Bride p.ice/briae dth/dawry 
The above marriige pra&ce has d s t e d  for rhousands of yms. 
The practice, witl~sto.od European colonl.adon in the early 1800~ 
and early 1900s. It survived - .< with minimll &nga to modem dmes 
(Robinso& LOOi - k t  pincdcc ha? bcrii a matter of concern to 

wfi~,::  :- : - '- .:- i$.- i a s c c s e d '  many %vmen sorrolv, 

fwmtton .nd unnecessay griep It hu nar made pmg nren 
a g h c d  ~ l c r  the enormow ccorr Thi pncacc under rbe tksc 
~ i r ~ ~ ~ e x t e n t ; l i r m l p i r i m a o ~ Q g 6 r r m c e  

Bride price is recognized4as an integrtl p w  of customary law 
mnfriage Unlike the Indian c d ~ e  where the bide's price is 
~d~&emnn's~yb~thevo-i.EF@kirpnidto&e 
woman's famiZy by the m;in. 

--. 

Mdages  had been ddayed or - d e d  because of the non- 
payment of the hcU bride price or b e a w  of disagreement d m h g  
the negotiation procesg Under the lgbo culture, the bride price 
was considaod to be on the say.w ride Ad tbia awed bhn 
marktges for rhe women nnd "guish h the men. 

The dcdsioh of huog the bride pdw is he dmg of &e tldaiy 
mde from the paternal ride of the b2de & agreement with the 
grc~m's bmity. Tne bride pncc h nor negotiated on behalf of the 
bride n for the use of h e  b ide  She does not share in the proceeds 
of the bride pdcs. ,The proceeds ~e s k e d  by the f h i i y  m k k r s  
a d  the payment S&J the o l ~ ~ o m p r y  me, 

' Under h e  aditiond sysuq  a wmpn whose bride price has 
be= $d may be fo~cemy Y a b d ~ ~ e $  by &e - to whom she 
bnd be= out io rnafrke. -. . 
I Uls. customary practice has implications chat amounts to' 

violence on k m e n .  
(i) Tnnsfcr of righc The name of the pncdce is an indication 

and c~a&mation that a woman is viewed as a chattel with a 
pdce tag that is punhesed by a -n sbo'pays the p d z  The 
"pwchW' like a purchua of good. in law has a tight m dal 
"th the+burchased cbPapd" in any -manner. ?his is the attirude 
of men under customnrg Iaw arith r w d  m &eL wives. 

(ii Loss-of &hc A h  the piyrnmt of the bride price, he  woman 
becomes married to the man who paid it. Jf rhe marriage hrezks 
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92 ~ - ' s R @ & . l l k ' i ' i ~ ~  

dwn'~-&nnrdcddshcorha- - s  
t h e b r i & p ~ m t h c n u n t o c h a o o ~ h u f m d ~ m .  Noa- 
repayment of rhc bride price makes the woman remnio.d 
married to rhe man to rhe -eht that any child borne of rbo 
woman outside the marriage is darned to be the child of h a  
estranged h& The issue is more severe ohere the woman 
is unable to c c b d  the bride price for economic reasons 

(j.i.iiExp10htion: Under customary law, the mak child is valued , 

more thaa the gid-child for prestigious and economic reasons. 
+* and fm the pks-tion of the man's lineage In the issue of 

d z g e  .nd fn economic reasons, the girld&*m 
u d ~ o n o m i c  sipifirc~w hz &e plupor of 

contributing w d t h  f&%e family. A mother was reported m 
have s&d that she  referred her daugh~r  to mn.ry a waliby 
man who could help ha now that her husband was dead. The . 

mother had already chosen a man for her daughter to marry. 
This re&&ess of the Ean that h e  girl .had m d e  her own 
choice. The mother's choice had to prevail. The rich man 

chasm by the mother sent presenrr to the family and eve@ 
promised to take the mother-in-law on a holy pilgrimage as 
won as the marriage was performed 

P0l~tiP-Y 
Polygamy is ~ t h e r  practice associated with the customary hw , &.* cultures h i an indication of social standins 
a sign of ofuencc and is counted as a sound amnomic and social 
insamrent 3 % ~  practical outcomes are fgr the benefit of iuhe men. 
Under customary law, polygamy cemems dliances with many 
*ges from vherc the mani women come, therefore it s e n d  
to prevent -,ars (Bingham, 1982: 95)- Economic rationalisation 
promoted polygamy. It increased the labour Force of a man 
froln uichin his ourn f3m111111ir -3ingh;r . !?!2: 93:. Socid motives 

;contributed to polygar;'-- . : 1";- - : . ~ O C ~ Z :  1i r~ised the . 

status of a man on rhe basis of the numkr of MS is hL hwsehoId 
(Basden, 1965: 97; Obi, 1998). Ia mditiond sMiedes aroma 
bccamcthedjef l~ppommof &ehcpnclia *be-& 

an only wifk was coniidaal a jcaloumd intolearb WO- prms 
conuLlered improper and derogatory. In tddition, the poddon of 
an only wife in traditiod society was unensinble md h- 
md ride h w b d  au s u b j m  to d d i d  md u~he~du (i%s: 85) chimed that Igbo w m e n  anmr m the extent of 
h ~ n *  poi~gnmg d c ~  the husband could not Ifford it becnuse it 
enhanced mdr sodd status, lightened domutic choes now handled 
by the junior wife a d  gave them mo? Leiswe to do mox mdkg 
(Eade 1980; Bqham 1982: 94; Obi, 1 998). - -I - 
W~th the wide spread of polygamy in t,ra&tiod societies in 

Mica, it is iamndng to note that there a o e  pr-s tkt did i t  

support polygamy These proverbs are not new invea&fls but Prose 

from the traditional societies. In the Yoruba the proverb 
goes thus "One only is the best number of w m m  that should be 
in man's house. Make them w o  and you bring jedousy, if they 
become rhrez, rhey h o w  the house in disorder (FWe, 1996). In 
the IGkuyu culture of East Africa, the prove& is "tw h e r  are 
& & pots of pckon" (singham, 1982: 96; Robinson, 2001). 

With western contact, education and modanisation, the 
customary pmdce of poJygzmy has greatly reduced though it is still 
practiced not only in the rural sociedu but llso in kg cider. ' 

Polygamy and its effects 

Polygamy has its effects on the individupls i. & m&gc ind h e  
society at large. These include the undtr listed effccxs 
1. Instability in mardnge'~0lusmp. 1970; B*, 1997); 
2. Unhealthy rivalry (Binahnm. 'I 99n: 

- .  - - / J 

) 3. Unhealthy cornpetidon of child btadng (Sembahug 1981); 
I 4. Spread of HIV/AIDs. ! 
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cultures, cbmx a nlso differences. 
& prlnag ~ + e o u s  mnpdnsc is very widespread. 

~ o s a n r ~ n r o d o o , ~ m n r r y o n e n n o & ~  Ihekde 
md the ~EMXII dose c o b  whose marriage b m e d  by 
blood or sisters who do not seek the consent of rbc p d a  
to be &ed (lssaka, 1992). 

Thc Ilsusa marriage undc: customq law is hso ethnocenrric. 
Nobody hpm ~110th~ ethnic p u p  was dowed m mvly a Haura' 
' girl. According to Damd (199a) 'they o r h r  in order 
not to b= mixture-" With western contact, migrstion 
and ort,aniSatlOn- th~ethnoccntdc practice has whhded d m  and 
inmy inter-ewe mnaiagu ire hLiag pke .  

Many reasohs hwe bees given in support of consulguincous 
marriages. Thwe are: 
(i) s w w  of W y  rehiom @nbus 1992); 
(ii) Prevcadon of mangers *contaminating" the pudry of a 

I i n q ;  
(iGiPres-don of the h e y  lineage tiom ertincdon (Ihtphim, - .  

1992). 
This ptxctice is dot without its effects. Thew indude: 
@ Medical implicuioru of C O U @ ~ ~  a i c b s s e ~  o f  ddkka born 

id such a marriage; 
(ii) Incompatibility as a result of m u w d  marriqe; 
(iii)Bitterness wirhio once united hmily in cases of a broken 
. . 

marxiage (Is& 1998); 
(iv)Unbdhy rinlry ~t tycen suitors within an exfended family . . 

(Dm Lamso, -1 998); 
(v) A ~ s c o ~ ~ , ~  of the bride from the home (IbrPhim, 1998); 
(+)b1 extreme cases i r  led m tragedy when r bride commirted suicide 

law in Nigedr They o c k y  the cmanl pomt in the muriqe. 
Fertilirg in -age is considered of tbe greatest i m m t  & 
.in the w m a n  msld 

'Ibc love fbr chilrhm is L i t c d  in some of the nmes @v= 
m childten in Nigeria. PJames like "~m&unbi"- ii i s  gbod m 

a child or "Omodunhm- it is good m ham a a d  to care for 
- ruggut rbe importance attached to children under the Yombr 
culture. . 

i In the Igbo cdmrc, names such as "Nwabu-Urn* literpup 
meaning a a d  is priceless or most .pRdous' nnd cWwdsa-pt~a9 
P child out vdws money is an indication of the d u e  placed on 
Chwu1. - 

A childless woman under Nstnmary Ins, in Nigedan culture is 
regarded as a soum of disappoin~lmt to her hmily.md hurbnnd. 
In Yoruba culture, she is referred to as an "empty gourfl s i g n i h  
waste, ernpcintss, or uselessness. In the Igbo culola the position L 
the ~ m t  A c h U l c ~ s  married woman is cPllsd N-9-Ip (st& 

woman) or 4 man". 
The n*a, is that she is a witch who had killed in a mystai- 

way dl the chiIckcn she should haw . 
given . binh to in che wdd 

Chil(nessness 
Childlcssncss in a marriage is blamed on the a r o m  d 0- he 

,rn,u~. She & bbmcd, abused and ridiculed while the - k p a  
and in most pa&ed and r u g g e s t i ~ ~ & ~  to hrm m iwk b 
alternative way of hntiap: children. - 

This has caused problems in mordae and at timu 
in divorce and polygsmy with the attcndmt 

aImd!dy enumer~ted . 
Another effect of childiessr.cri :;: z z n n g  :dc :he lgbo culdre 

is h e  recognition of "..;;r :::?-;: r : . -., . - . _ A _ _ -  ,.... . -: . ..> .: -. .-. 2 i& popular 
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Customary law of inheritsance 
i "lh cul& practice of jdmisance is not under a .uniform lsrw in 

w 

N ' i  Three systcms of inh&mc~ operptc hand in hond arid a 
person's ethnic group and xzligious affinity determine which law 
Wiu appl$ The customary practice of inheritafrce has an histaricd 4 

antecedent. Colonisation has a part td,play in the inheritance 
practices in most African countries. 

Igbo psnn*e under w m m y  ha, is where a sFcd* or cWdl6ss 

t mprded w aim m &Wl her obliguion of p m d d g  a child 
through her husband yrd tbeaforr samSthening her poduyn in 
the hhusand's base .  The ppctice is &at the s d e  womm pays the 
bride pdce for another woman whom she m a i m  for her husband 
4th a vim of r&&g children b r  & &o%h haband (Obi, 

Family without a male issue 
i 
I 

Gmda: dis&n;Itiaadascd on sex is common practice in Nigeria. 
 he preferace 'for ade  to t i ~ c  &eat of me gid duLi 
.is sell common in Nigek  today. The e r p e c d a n  of sons is to 
ensure conti~uirp of the family chmtlgh genesations t o  come 

, 

Wirh the coining of the coloaialist, African men were suspicious 
of &ern and did not expose their wives to them. The men entered 
the Iabow force to work with than and they saw AErican men as the 
brud6inners. With the introduction of privatization and exchange 
of &d, the tsansaction anr do* between the colonialist and &e 
men. This helped to ensure male dominance of the economic, 
socia1 and political s h o r e  and the further decline of women's 
economic and socid status. According to Pearcc 12001:95) &e 
colonid government and the private corporations because of their 
Interest in the acquisition of land ensured that women generally 
were allotted smallcr or less fertile land or land was sold without 
their knowledge .@aito, 1994 50-51). 

The p o s t & d  state has papemPmi this bias. The superiority 
of men praruc. the socid system in the way values we insusuted, 
roles arc asrribcd, resources are divided and the division of labour is 
organis,Gd for risen and women Wbmen generay are not entitled 
to conmi fincnge lPnd although it w-as'allotted for use. These user 
tights were easily ignored when privatisati~n and putchase of land, 
which hitherto wzs uaknown, began with western contact. 

Historically, uromen had influence or personal rights within 
rhir clan or kin bual p u p  but always under the tutelajge oaf mde 
eldes in the p M n d  descent p u p s  and were mostly'responsible . 
for bringing forth children and domestic work. This resutted in 
women nor owning land (Arigbedei 1997). 

There src differences in the inheri~ancc prac-c- -7rIyetl a w=\maa 
urirh~n her lineage and when she liiccc~!. -: ::.. .I- .~r;cet--- *:.i 

-7,--.,  - - - - -  ;-ire cE mar:iage. There are also c'iFizrLr:~:-. .. .. : 
,- - ". . -.. 

(AJlafrica.com, 2002). 
& 

Ib womao is V i e d  for not bdnging forth rnak issues in Lhe 
famiiy even though it is known that there is medical evidence ie 
pmve &st the man determines the sex of the &d, 

In the I& d m r e ,  there is a wcoq prrcdce co do with when 
a dio witbout a malt issue. 0- of his d . & ~ f ~  chosen to 

stay back in his household, sdem lovers with whom she cohabits 
and begets children on behslf of hcr 61th~ so &at iincage does 

hot perish. In Igbo cdtwe the nnnm uc kmma as "Idsgbe" md 
in Edo c~lrurt ~&td *.hF9 Tbc ~ m n n  is ~reduded ', 
from mnlung s choice m dudng rb. pedd ro that the issue 4 

of af6liadon of the chitdren given bit& D w d d  not be a mamr 
to be contested by the lmu's. 

Happily the Coun of AppaJ, S i a u ~ ~  DMsion in the case , 
of M w ~ t k w u  v. Ejibm (20001 fad &E above custom to be '... 
discriminatory a d  in ination of the right of the &mde to marry 
~ h ;  custom was ded~cid  unenEorrenble nnd the court held that a 

.-,,Ie - -- .,.... child d d  nor the performance of the cuiture to i11heiG 
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Inheritance within the beage d 

In the Y o r h  ~d Hausa astornary *h a WQ- can inh& k i d  
within her own  pa^^ H&, ha brothers d y  contest 
her rlrims to such land once she moves m y  from che l i n q  to 
get married. A worm. is s e a  as Ysxmze of fiuxher people for 

- men's households" and not as "a magnet attracting people into 
,household of thek own" (Barber, 1995;+77). 
. The Hausa ~ lmcnmy bet S&YWS #men m own pmperty. A 
woman can iohait fmm ddwr of h a  p.ants though tbq s d d ~  
do. Thefunaie is entitled w half of &e share of whut the sons get 
In practice where the only surviving child * a female, hu uncle 
occupies the h ~ d  as of right, but the f a d e  ir. entitled to the 

proceeds of the 6 r m M  ( H o h a  and Holmcr, 1995). HOWCN. 
with b ~ ~ w k i g  pxessure on hd, tend to rrceide momble 

nnd more liquid assets, as inheritance while land r&s close ia 
the hands of men (Paher, 1991). Under the Maliki or IsIamic kq 
thenwfixedsharnof '  ~ * o r c g e a d e r b p s e d  

This same practice is found in the Yoruba culture. A wornon can 
inherit &om h a  ps"nts or &om ha brothers oc aiQa (hdedoyh 
c Sirneon, 1928). The case of Victoria && it Saw Ojo fl) d J f o n h e r  . 
buttresses the fact that women can inherit Erom their parents. In 
the 1944 case, V~ctoiia Bola sued ha h d x r ~ d  for dibDrcc and for 
the refund of a s u m  of money &it him. &cording to her, 

the sum of ploryr was h m  Q p m d s  of &c cocoa p d u c a  she 
sold fmm the land s% inlpited 6mm h a  ho fatha. She p r o d  
and won the case (Ojo, 2001). 

In a similar case, ha btother who objected sued Ma Kolade to 
her inheritinn their late fathers land because according to him a 
woman cmi..l-i ':::rit land, The n2m-e court overpuled his claims 
am? %!d L--1. - . .rer cc.<B: :-r:&t Land. (Ojo, 2001). 

*I@ 1gbotonmyk9is dif&Wtfiom t h o Y o r u h a n d ~ a  
~ ~ h o n h h r h c e h n t d u ~  IntheIgboculture 
the system of idaarinncr is either pmlinal of in semin utu 
of Abia State of Nigeah, rnatdhd.  Under rhe Igbo cu8mmary 

a woman cannot inktit Lad from h a  lineage In all areas of 
h d  holding, women ace excluded u land passes from the hethcr 
m the mmlc cbilaifil. An unmarried daughor has a right m h e  
ha h a  father's house, but she ia not allowed to cultivate the land 
as her own. As Korieh s w d :  "Why should a womaa be allotted 
land? She married away from this vnllngc and can only haw access 
to hi lahm she marries. Her access to land will be through her 
husband childrap ~rich,-2001). 

To further burners the fact thu Igbo customuy hw docs not ' 

~ U O W  female inhedance, a female is not .dlowed m inherit the 
property from the father's estate rrm W&I& there is nd male issue 
tc khcrit the property. In such cases, the pmporty passes on to 
the eldest adult mde in the h e y  

Ipheritu, through mnmiage 
In a stnmtorg marri.g+ dc inheritace Lw is governed by the 
MPrdagc Act (1990) th.t provides that a wman can inherii part 
of her husbrnti's p r o p c q  and estate including land (Section 
26). ' Where there k a pill, the property will be administered in . 
accordance with the wisha of the deceased. However, this is a 
Lheomicd rum of the lsar The reality is a &rent thing. The 
rndapliclty of tbc h s  on inhesitance &vq a gap thht permits the 
courts Lnd self sged traditionalists who include the unscrupulous 
r r l a h ?  to thoose dK I.(YS that are beneficid m their self-inrerat 
and m the disadvanr.ge of rhe woman. Under the lgbo cusmauq 
law, a wornm onnot inherit land &om her husband's estate. The 
rdaiives of the deceased usuaIly regard such property as family * 
i:'-:ery uld 2 birthright. Acquisitions of property with 3 spclse 
1:: Y:: :.:cogr...te under the custom ro give the w o m x  ?r- q h r  
.- <- ;--: ~f -1; zrLperg even when it i s  pro~-en. 
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I - L c l v - c r J ~ r h @ ~ ~ r  lin 

loo w . l r r ' r ~ a r d V b c # J ~  

The only means of a woman of her hurbnd's 

$uoqh her nnle child if such child agrees to give the 
m a h a  my part of ir A chirdles~ unman is a loser through out, u 
she doa not inhcdt poytkhg The courts have sko compounded 
&e issue by upholding such disciiminntor). ~ s t o m a r y ~ p n c d c e s .  
H s &smm$uy court decision, the traditional mla had this to say 

ontbewtom: 
* ~ b  e ~ e ,  (Ling) who is the custodian of the customs and 
trdtiqns of &k tom i. ~ U ~ V O C ~  condemns & 
pnctict of purpomd ptrchn~e of hded  pmpex%y from women 
0~ ho~dexiva. Such pmcdSc is disallowed by the.customuy 

- 
~ o f & e h c a m p n a i ~ y m a ~ p s e s U C h ~ . ~ w h ~ t h .  
woman, a widm for that matter hu n grow up son wh; is 
the n ~ & c  heir to b e  estate of the deceased fathcs @lase 
ficc0rds,.r98q. L 

In a apped in the above case to rhe customaty court in Ahiazu, 
Mbaise in 1989, the court held that: 

% is & of, that a woman wirh a grown up son can sell 
her hmbmd'~ l a d  in the absence of the son. It would be 
-g if rhis court were to find for the defendant dab@ 

he Mt a piece of land of a man with a son h m  his rife" 
(Suit No. & H/59189. 

The ntio& for the deusiod a h  becomes clc+zer in anothu: 
de&jed on mir am law p e e  of inhcritancr 

Qe Low md C U S W ~  alleged h e  is that proputy oanot 
~ ~ ~ ~ c k s c d c d ~ a f  Ifsuehartivel~wud 
~ ( Q ~ & ~  it would m a  t k t  0x1 rhc d a b  of a hildltss wife, 
d nme h d y  as ha h w b d ,  prop- vested h bcr 

WDd my fmm the hu~bPndsTiidy imm phom du wife 
w e  to it to he wiWs W y "  (Omi+,1980). 

- ~ h ~  formal = o m s  appear to hive g i v e n  judicial notice to this 
cur~omlry in 1350 hod. TTI Ilbona I:. Ibenemr (1963) - .. . . 
the supreme c o u ; ~  5~ ? . I : ~ I Z :  ::. . . L.ie!:esr court in the laod 
held inten~E .of c;:.:r: i iv~>...: I: i - s ~ t c .  .~ .cs~znsc  in the , 

~ c e ~ f o ~ ~ ~ d o w w h o i s ~ ~ u ~ r o p e r t y t o  
~ n n ~ ~ ~ ~ * p r q p e r r ~ f t o m h e r l a t t h u s W  
h the Yoruba culture, a married wman don not hm..ny 

"be*ce in her husband's property. She is regard* as 
part of her husband's property to be inherited dong with other 
prophes .  In bee of .fuherw a Snnmonn (1957), the suprune 
court held that, wife could not inherit her husband's p m p q  
since she henelf is like a chattel to be inherid by a nlarivc of her 
husband.'' In an earlier case of Sopro Davis r Songra Ddir 
(1929), B ~ Y  sdd, Ycmha antid Iaw and customs deprived the 

' wife of inheritance rights in her deccised husband's estate because 
devoludon of property follows the bbpd.'* The same practice is 
foqd imong the l j a m  in mid-wesam top rjf  N&& 

T h e  position of the Hausa woinan is hiff'trent from rhe other . p u p s  discussed above. Under the h e u a  csptomq Iaw, L woman 
has n rigat to inherit from her husband's estate & where she 
is childless (www.law.emory). Under the custom, the woman 
has ensured suppocr for herself and her childsen and it enhances 
patrilineal inheritance of cattle (S tenning, I 95 9). In Adamawa 
Sate of Nigeda, among h e  Hausa/Fulnni p u p s ,  the idmimce 
practice is hat the parent of the deceved 4 the widow shon &e 
p m p e  (Okove, 19). 

Generally wurnen either married, unmarried or widowed are 
bdDg m s d  up q d  dqwn Within b u r  lineage, they m d e w i d  to 
have no @t because rhey are expcdcd to mnrry sad benehr &om 
their husbands property. As married w m a  they are conside~d 
to be s a n g e r s  who have no part in the inberimcc. 

Another practice closely linked with inheritance is the 
customnry p d c e  of leymitq This is the practice whctc'a M y  
member inherits a married woman whose husband is dead This 
w m a y  practice is found in the rhm groups md still prac'uced 
in rural communities. -The practice is degriding and harmful. The 
~vonlan is deemed to LC a chattel that should be inherited with otlier 

since 2 's:!cc 
~ 3 ,  pad  on her. In the Yoruba and 
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w o t s l r r , r ~ ~ ~ d t l r U b ~ ~ ~ - ~ f  to h- ~d 
t h e ~ - ~ m i n h e d t t h c - a s ~ c R i T c .  young 
d* ci~td 4 ~ C W  h u ~ b d  The 
iduarct of d d n  4 ~-sCjOn hU reduced the e c e  + 
of this cut- 

i 

w-ooa pnda cwt- law THegiue as fdw: 

widDTKhood a t l l ~ ~ t i ~ e t e d  tragedy- It i$ ove~he*b a 
O i b c * b ' b  liatsmpCctia, Of he, Fa 

,-hs p m b h ,  Which. re& a txoc i0~~  rocid injustice- It 
-Onx she is  i r d e  m undergo dgomur, 

md 
, joins a h m  of the I I M U . @ ~ % ~  d e f c ~ ~ s  . d-dm* b e l ~ f  dieif A=- 

a party to the depth. 
rnd in,@& u b  me l'+gbod~ a idmh~fA wxl= 

~ , ~ ~ & f e p ~ ~ u  AsAlj&o-(1989),-*pcson 2' 
O W ~ ~ o o d  2 ' r e ~ d e d  as n taboo hat should not be hsed 

i 3 ~ u f t e ~ l n r f s a c h a P C " ~ e ~ ~ b ~ k i s c o m m o n  
op* fqr feu of evil h a p p ~ i n e ~  on This 
~ ~ e d a n h o f k t e r o r u r t ~ . ~ ~ ~  . 

Q rnt pentoa .+tpefrtd t a ~ ~ t  the surprised a ~ ~ d c c f  * 6- 
i: v* gou thmgh,pou am drrLng with a *do=*' S~PPO- Irk the wiQw who suffxs for the dab of a .pw+ A *- I!;: a 

he afOZtmentio~d asscttion, Kocieh cited an *Igbo which on the *&er h.nd doas not suffer he +dew - , 
:f 
l a *  
I .  p +ho goes to his widow c~z~cubine be in 

even though both had lost a pprte~r. flmrditlg m 
8 ,  I 

1. 
huny to 15 it ht he ~ O C S  not where her h ? b s ~ d  ' (2001) a of a spouse a wid- ie ,+.&Me ddcd md j'? 

h d  goneay mch, Chaper 2: 2). This is the gaerd plight of a he w i d ~ h o o d  
disinherited- According to her, a widow herself, while dng 

t v i d m w h o i s ~ . e a r s w e a k ~ d e f ~ s ~  in Igbo lp04 n gridow m me of, 
~k~ -P -0% fhe ddt ~ t d c  p o p ~ ~ o n  in 

.@Parag i~ she rhc s t n m ~  c0afefY& o. ha 

N- p b b  h s o m p o d d  by 
mp-t  ams of b ~ b ~ b ~ b d a e t o * t o n ~ e ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~  

ad in c o w .  h S U C ~  confusion a d  ria4 - 0t.M hm. The *dekemcnP coma + widow 
, , , . ~ & ~ . o d , $ o m ~ S U &  %c~UUibCfof geDCOCd bOk % h P t  her & rm .' . 

d -'of ww. n e  ";liWMCtss in *= widows inrn& d-tidh h ClgCCfll we& bembfn Ig6' 

1970 dsc a f r a o  fivii WZ, in western N i g k  after the ~~ is *osraai of d the p r o m  .cqu dth her 
' I  
! i M-L -=.=d ~ e z m s  religious k b d  , ;' . 
I , u4d-r on the other hand at es he is bux of I!: . .. . i n n o n h . 2 m W i  

p-ar -Wad i. the wrroms of many . h e k e s ~  caused by the loss of his p~rmq mpued, he a 
\;< fuosd oret and pacified u s d y  d t h  
I -  so&~es &,tirue h e  p r t s t  wt to the ri* a Sug~esdans of  king 

; of dons of ftrido- ~ b c s e  customary hw p r ~ c t ~ s  w from From -Y reported cases &e c v l m  ptactie:e dar 
cultwe to culture, h o ~ e f ,  gneralIy they can' bc dEscribed:+~ cruel ! not distinguish the social dass of the widow. 

snd inhuman and erpresdly forbidden under s zwg l  International ; 

Zonventions and Tredties. 
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Customary law practices of widoarhood 
The practices of widowhood vary from culture to culture. 
However, there are j d d t i e s  in the pnOccs, the differences 
being in the intensity. These will be highlighted below under., the 
following hcadmgs. q 

i. Sets of opecations as to actions and behaviuor of the widow; 
ii. Actions of others to-& &e widow; and 
iii. Rituals and burial rites peffiorrntd by the widow. 
?be outburst of intme 6 8 ,  weep* u d  hprtedp, full vent of 
gdef by beating the chest, rolling on the Boor .nd limle~s ~ O U S  of 
crying are common expectations as to the actions and behaviour of 
a widoy in some cul& in Igbo land, the widow is b e d  when 
she does not cry or the crying is judged io~uEficimt (Kozkh, 19: 
46). On the contrary, men arc not expected m cry in public or to 
show outward grief. .. 

Amongst the igbo the shaving of the hair of the widow is a 
common feature. H ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ;  tb effect of ch~stk~Gty has whittled . . - -  - 

down dus pracdce but it is still observed in the r u d  cornmumars. 
Widows who refuse to observe this practice on the grounds of 
religion are usually pu&hed.by excommunication 

The mourning rites are also a cvsrcmvy practice still observed. 
This is n period of seclusion from common activities by the 
w$ow.and it is usually dvdng this pniod b t  the opprersi* and 
dchutnsnising acts are inflicted. The dvadon and intensity OF h e  
mournhg "tcs wy from culture to culture. Among the Hausa, 
the periods are shorter (frbminghnm, 1959). With the increase 
in the number of working women due m a&auon, urbanisauon 
and migration the periods are rho- though fl obscmcd. 

The iafluence of Christiadry has infi-ccd &we customaxy 
law practices and a change-is being obserred The mourning 
dms.which gsed to be black, has now changed to white or some 
other colour. There elen~cnts of erploimdon in h e  practkes 
:nmrcreL iborr ir. ~,- ldo~~-~oad.  Other women exploit the assumed 
ief,:- -" - - .::= T 4 t  is p i l r [ I ~ ~ ] l i l ~  ~ K U C  of t k ~  i c U ~ ~ 3 ? i : "  
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& the i g b ~  C U ~ ~ U C  lbde M the p- dnUgh- h the 
W y  who rcriin intense iDBumce over what happuzs wit& 
hmily in which they arc born, though some are married. The 
p t i c e s  are engineered and are meted but by these groups of 
people goto the widow This is done either out of vengeance for 
what they sru& in ththdr rmrdmod horn or out of spite on 
widow or m p e r a t e  !kt&. Leith-Ross (1963) gave an -pie of 
such exploiti~ marive behind the injustice mlined on the aidow 
She stated that under a regulation issued in 1930 in Ovrrn, a ciry 
in East Nigeria, customs stipulated that the fee for the shaving of 
the hair of the widow shodd be one shilLng and the shavk  uan r 
do& by one of the rclntives of the dccqsed husband H o u r e ~ ~  
if the women in thdr judgment ?dt that the deceased shodd haw 
married more thm.one wife, the widow would be made to pay the 
total amount of manes the sharer ar6& have collected had the 
deceased married the expected number of wives. 

All these practices are against religious tenets z.2 L?S . tructions 
widows were in pnrticulviy mentioned in the Bible as a category- of 
people to be axed for (The New Kmg James Bible; Omar Tarhu4 
2001). 

The effects of widowhood practices 
Apart &om the degradmg and dehummising effects. of ~ t A m a ~  
lna practices of widowhood, &ere are orher effects that include: 
(i) Physicd harm as n result of crying and r o h g  on the ground; 
(ii) Medial effects-viruses, scabies, diarrhoea, typhoid, m&ria, 

pneumonia, hypertension and stroke. 
(iii) Psychologicd effects---stress, depress and fear Wwaainobi, 

2001). 

The ~igerian legal system: The position - 
I c p i  plurahsm operates in Nigeria causing confixi::r xi! yenemene 

. . -. -:xroversr;. It has left a gap that ~er?i-s  cin : : r 
- .:-LI~. . - 
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h of ch.wcmm . a p & d d y  -by b opesation of 
+wq.rmrgaesoe*krrnN'i 
on rhe phcc of ksidmce, type of mdagc, etb& pup ,  or digion, 
a woman's right and. responsibility to marriage, inheritnncq 
mrhtp nnd .widowhod practices may bd governed by one of 
~ ~ ~ d l m s s i ~ a  B o u n d . d a o f t h e d r r r e ~ i w  
systems are complex and the customary hw arc not vnihcd The 
multiplidy of rhc applicable kgrl system has bem a p r o b b  for 

- the courts that are faced with determining not only the problem 
of law that is applicable, but which of die s d  outomary laws 
.is apphcabk There aie funba compi$tipm because the federal 
system of pvernmmr tbat o p n i u  in NieQb places mstoniacy 
iw with the lq&Ative compmncc of d;e mra but retain f c d d  
j&ctiotl over statutory m c  
The 1999 Constitution of thc Fe&ml Rcp&lis of I'Qpxa is the 

supreme law of ihe h d  with mious provisions &at protect the 
@ts of dl ciuzem from discthkation provides citizens with 

oghts t6 heedom From discdtninaaon bved on community, place 
or odgln, ethnic group, s e g  rdgion or political opinion (Seaion 
4) .  Homer, these sgha h the coastitutoo arc morr U v t  

than a d  mostly due to the undcrdevelopmtat rrnd iucfficienq 
of rhe implementation mrrnnu fhc &ring legal system 4 the 
crimiad justice system have not been too helpful or lived up w 
expectation in solving thL problem. I t  should lxdevcr be noted 
that in recent tknes;eEFom are g a d  &s pmttcdng womm 
against the violence in8ktitd as a af a r t ~ p a r y  Jaw prrcticu 
but more eff& d o n  has to be t&ea. 

Some states in Nig~ria .have instirnoad kgiakrlon scguiaung 
customary law pixtices in some of rhe areas discussed, In E u t a a  
Nigeria for example, there is a legisladon cresting a merger 
bemeen customary law of marriage arid statutory law @astern 
State, 19jGj. 

TLc :-,UC: . --ZT. ~ i e i z  ' ;:::LI is dispensed and the advokates 
of eq--y- a?: - : iii ;...:-..-; before rbc law have not in dl 

cases parayed themsdm io mean &is. There arc occuiolu 
w ~ ~ e h e ~ i h i ~ a o r h c * k o f a ~ o m r i a c h L d e d r i o t v  
~ i s s ~ e . o f m u ~ i a h ~ o w i ~ ~ t h .  
pmvision8 OF &e staram d .od decision radd m inflj- 
violence on Q wmuL The role3 played by the regular courta 
have not h e n  consisten. However many judges are now on 
the ppmgctsive path and kam taken r6c bvll by *e horns in 
upholding justice. See O&AApVu I Oka+e (1994), M o j e h  R 

M4"b" (1 997). Ukga r U& a d  Anot (F&ru~y 26, 2001). In 
PU fhe &.ee case abwc, rhe jvdga deno+od such repugnant and . 
discnmirutory practices.rTreatiis that guarantee women's freedom 
fmm  my pmtticcs and q u d  fundatnend dghe as men. 
Theses indudc: 
i. International Covenant on Eco~omic, Social and Culturd . 1 wa; 

1 ii. Internationd bnvmtioq on che EZminakon of All Forms or 
I Racial Disdnation: 

i iii. Convention on the Eiiminstion of AU Forms of DisuLninaLicn 
Against Women: 

pa~&xiar feature in the Nigdan legal system is the atatude 
of the pfiple. Most dirputu invo1vhg fmily law ace regarded 
as private. Whm contested in public, such disputes are usually 
taken outside the formal court sgstem, md decided ac the ViUage 
or local administrative lev* An example is thc i~adve courts or 
:he a I- r "uidas" in isba innd. At such level, precedence is g!vei.e.: :-. 

a 

; 

ix Convcndon of Politid K+rr of Womew 
4 Slavery Coawrion of 1926 is and 
14- Supplemeaisry Conventioa on the Abolition of Slavery, the 

S*W Trade, and ultkutiord and Practices Similar m Slavery. 
. Mmy of tbc practices under customary law. are against there 

. covenants; they are discriminatory and are similar to slavery ' 

practices, which the govemmmt has.gunnteed heedom for all. 
The mabIing tnviroamurt vd cuiturd values f s x  implunenring 

. . . .. S U ~ I  eCltiCs art absent 
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thecctsmmrrpblCP~ftfPIC~aopEc. H O O R " P C C , ~ ~ C U I ~ * ~  
shown the p p a t h  ~ t f i c ~ ~ i a e p ~ ~ t h e  
~ o f ~ i o s t f s s .  T f i o z e ~ m a a p ~ 1 u w b y t i n s i t y  
i s s u u n r e t a k e s ~ c h e v i a a g e ~ s t r a t i o n i n ~ e t o  
thefbnnzlctxlfa -in* 
i Hi@.coscof 6 h g p ~ g e a ;  c -  * 
iL B- in the hmal courts; 
i i i . ~ I ~ i k e s ~ ~ ~ d  
iv, Long and UX@Q ptocedute of formal court% 
It is known that ia the tnforcCmcnt of Customary &q it is a ntle 
that the native law tradition a d  custom ate not to be enforced 
if thy arc dbtas& ~*b and opposed to n a d d  justice or 
c o n w y  to any written or ~fficid Iaw (PtodBmation No. 6 of 
1900). This p r~ckmt ion  rhains a pu t  of the Nigem legal 
system under coaaman lew npplicnbk in Nip?& There k ns way 
to describe some & tb C U S ~ ~ ~ ~ X Y  pmc&a of mnrtipg+ i&&poce 
or widuwhood tban to catl it diswreful, offensive and opposed to 
n a t d  jubtice. 

Asrnbfor Cbangr: 
The evils rssociated wirh the customary pmctics of marriage, 
inherimace and aridawkrood carmot go m y  if left .wat~cnd4 to. 
~ c d o n n a c d r a q ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t t h t ~ d u P I c ~ w h i c h  
appw to hzve storred, c m t b c  until all d i s c r h h r o y  ~LII&S 

are clitninated. Thestmbegic9 fat all forms of practices scu: c)lt same 
Ma they we, hi@$:htfd 
(i) EMWS&MX Ir php = e m t  mofE in ca\lsing wcid  w e  

of duein hd and pp%~ rfgfrt Wir?Q~~t this socied c h q c  
o f * s o c i d - & ~ ~ d q b * h l n a d a n d & ~  
cause.s.tntctud arsmsfomacion. Education is an k.lsuument.of 
change. Ttrc ernph* is on educating and gender sensitisation of 
both men and women. This IS an effective way of tr;ulsforming 
popular beliefs and atdm2e:. -=s =an be con; through ammess 

. . 
progralqes In the : c c ~ .  -:. :i:-. :he r--%utior_ of booklets, . - 

at b d c s  a d  tbe rcbod -urn 
must dl$g m ~ ~ o w o ~ a  the ~ C W  h t  mnh *B .R 

. human righa @ 

f h & s u  be P W W ~  aot jut child 
bp, 

Cn) Rrriciptioa of m m a  h ~ p o ~ t i O I Z S  Of deonn- The 
voice of m m a  must be heard in issues &at p e  pmin mthw. 

must be *pasen*d in hp pmiriom m con&bUle a 
.issues abut  thcL - 

M Mob* UPPM ~mups  at the gnumot ~d 
(n) Efficient net~vorkiq among P*, 

groups: Th, itl&i~i*t . dm's' m m a   UPS WIU not bdog hf; the %e 
being advocated here. There must be loc4, =t iOn~,  
i n t emad~d  bc& to &hesr the issues. 

( 1  Swp~n for rhe buii* of nctwoh groups: Funding 
h a  

@ m h ~ m & f a ~  of many group. F* . ~ d  
-hrnrcm=&tia h..i.B moniton'ng h e  @q(i . 

. i i 3 r - e  . 4 

(Irih) of heananent  by WO- ~ g ~ p ~ :  cm . 
k * d h b w a l i o L a * h t i r e - -  ~~e~~~ 

D ~ P *  memdod treaties m tbc -w ' - a P U ~ & ~ V  h U L 1  be givm m m& hny a * 
s W k ( ~  o@arions ham u&d ibi method eEecdmdy 

" h =-&=e in national h, 
8 h f b m s  i. praent nationel I-: js pod .  
Hm dOtZnS b & e  C-Ot hdp O& 3- j&atioa 
must be put into place to achieve & doired mdp 
*emmaaf e f h ~  There is the nesd' for h e  gopemlenen. in 
Niguk to start a sou4 securirv scheme 0, a low scale to msirr 
its citizens. 
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(xi) ~ ~ t o f ~ d ~ d o d l d c n :  ~ b e ~ t o d i m  
of ~ t s r t r ; m u r t & e ~ e d ~ i a t h e m o v e f o r  4chnnge. 
H-d&-Maddtis&midw maytake 
0 ~ d l C ~ ~ i C i m .  t 

(xii.3 InmIpcmcnt of the non-governmental organisations: The 
i m o m t  of NGOs is an invaluable a&= in the move for 
&qe.  ~ ~ r h ) . h a ~ h c a b & o f  praating 
the true fins sad co&ntiag &e goveament In NNiguis NGOs 
hpvc ban helpfid in issuing an updated phd comct report on the 
&tics of the pvemment with regard to the implementation 
of international ercaties. 

(Si Cmmdtith saw at thc United Natiow. N G O s  should have a 
c-~lrative 5tnw atthe ~ ~ & a d ~ a t i o n s .  m y  with such an 
o+&n & the economic and social council that promom 
isma sdaiqg d i v i n g  s&ds, eolployment, economic and 
social progress as well as pmmoaon of universal nspect for 
h v  rights. The framework for pushing forward che problems 
of women on an inttrnauond agenda is dredd~r in place. 

Time for a change 

C d d  diversity in a m u l t i b c  society ma& each p u p  unique 
. in its cultud practices. The Cttswcdon of a culture is to destroy 
-,the rout horn which human society sprung. Elowewr a 

kdcutrur. that is oppressive is dcswying the hepppreu;d Culture is 
consmarly being mrx4ified and it is not expected to w e  o d g h t  
The change must be in motion .Id it stmuld be p r b g s a s i ~  All 

4:. 
- - *  efforts mast be ro prkrve thc pasithe aspoctrc in aU cultures 

:,s but at ttte some time global chanps must not be ignoxed. It is 
conceded thnt.not all @obd changes are ideal, however notable 
changes that do not destroy the fabcic of the Nigednn culture, but 
are: for I& well-being and developmat of rhe ge~erd  population 
should be embraced. - .  . . 

C:ulture not resilient.. It is dyrd-mc. -: 1s --1>,...1;!e inat culturp 
--- . :!:e e f f w  ---A, kern dyn-c in the areas of bsh:(?!:. -':k: - . I , . . ' 

h- -40- L nacded ht a n . ~  in p n ~ c ~  
&a$ brr disdlcdmtor): opprehti;. and drhtund&g, up&* 
w h  * rflfbctr warnen- 

The process may be s l h ,  but the chnagc should S M  rnw ~t 
is not an indloidynl prk. it  is a collective one approeed from 
a multifacercd perspecuor The three tiers of gommmenr in 
Nip&, Ik &de& rate and l o 4  ~opcrnmmo, the -& 
of culture md mdidon~ gents of Q a i m i d  justice m, 
non-gov1:tnm~1rrl, organisatiom, the men fofk .ad w m m  g 
agents that will be bcwd edIn'rnove for a change against &e wide 
spread of customary law abuses a d  in ehmamg.dlscdmiop 
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