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Preface 

Network for Health, =cation and widfim of Specid People Ibadan is 
anotrtbr-pn,fit,nmgov~~fga&dioaipleCCgtLdIPdar#mnittcd 
t o t b ~ a d u c a t i o n a n d ~ o f p e o p l e i n p b a J l i a r a r ~  needs. 
' - n # - t h e o ~ i s t o ~ t h t ~ m - a c n d  
~ o f a b e d y ~ ~ ~ ~ c o n n n u P 1 J l g w o r k ,  
~ & n , h c a c y S  m&htion.and otJm mvk!&~ t o , W  the 

of children, women, men, ad ole scans^, sod aged who have one 
pattiarlu need or the other. 

1. and 4* Dacember,.2003 at the Co- centre, 
W v - h y m b u t g I b ~ r b o b r m ~ h r ~ ~ d t - d ~  
a c l l d a a g = o r ~ ~ o n U - ~ ~  
Q f M ~ b ?  
n* p.pon prcsmbd aftm par reviews ~ a e ~ e d i t e d  by Prof 

~ ~ A e f 3 . P r o f t C U u y e m i a i B ~ d T ) r . O . A ~ l a  
dl of thiv@dty of Badan, Ibadan, Nigeria and wha$ you u r c ~ h o ~  is 
b b o d r d y t ~ t h e * .  
- -wcoaPPaaYdthis~~booktodstrk~cmiasu~ 

r- a d o l ~ t s .  We also call on donor agencies to qonsor our 
p r o ~ ~ ~ ~ l a r s t o ~ o u r y e a r f y - .  

.3 The Ch.lfages d M w b  i. N 4 d  Healtb 
Education, l%moth ad ImpHcrtiom 

- ~ n i w r & ~ s f - m '  3 5 

6 Adakrcc~b, P a v e  md the com&itution 
R B ~ J O ,  ,~fnbdb - W-~OII-, r- 72 

I 
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7 PIUWI~~II~  Mo-b in Rddon ta , 

Befraviod MtwMScaW NunPag Pmp~ctive , 
EO. AcJewmo - tadbukr Akhtoki thtwr91@ of Science 
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6 ; '  . 
. . Revitalizing the Nigerian 

-. . . . - \  a Adolescents: A Consideration of 
' .  . < -  

rC . . ..+_ + wk~' . L: "Rights and Attendant . .- Responsibilities 

L . I  

:t:d~“ - Introduction 
AccordmgtotheUnitedNati~Populatioa19rmd~~~Action 
~dth ~ncorporated (m, (2002) 3 billion yo~rgpeople exkt in 
the world today. Over40 mitlion oftham mdanyouths. P-ns 
betweenaga 13-35 d o m i n n t L t h o p 0 ~ 0 ~ ~ ~ w h i c h r n e a a s  
tbatithayauthd&mtdp~pdrtioa.hrttba~ 1991,itwrr- 
that1 o u t o f ~ 5 N ~ w r ~ ~ r a d o S ~ r a d i t w s s e u g g ~  

. that fhiBfafiowauldimrcaeointhearntdaoadk --Msbusoyq 
1991). 

2 .  

- - tiwldghibirth-mr- 
~~byliLeN~itisaxpectsdthatthQPolmbsr~frd~lsscentswiIl 
contitRlctograw.dfamati~owrth6~#vsJdtcadee.Tbistreodis 
ngtpaulurtoNiialsa ~ ~ 4 w = ( ~ 9 9 4 ) , ~ e d o I ~  
c&&tuta a large of ths ~ O ~ O Z I  h meet countries of the 

I worldaadmparticularinCmtrol~wfias~5Opaant ofthe 

,I' . , Wtthtlmabcm 
..I: .-. - - * ,%I:$ of.oplOCi*.~m 
,: J4 B": . ' :;$ - , . .:":,;b tlmdbm&n The study 

. .. ' l ' ,  : ~ l ~ ~ & l o o k i a g s ~ ~ o f ~ ~ t h a t h : ~ ~ d d a a d a  
burpol l iqJarestof~ .  

I 

Adolescence: An Ovetv ie~  
I 

1 
I 

T b s ~ ~ ~ ~ o ~ G r a n v i n t S b d s y H g h ~ f r r d i t e d  
withthediecowPyofad01csccaceinlats 188Owhthhs~together 
a range of ideas that were 
idouwcaoldmllartothoseo UNIV

ERSITY
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- 
ligo. Nail then applied the term "storm and stress" to tht period of 
adolescence. In the 2 1 * century, the concern fbr the &l#~ccacc is more 
of a poiitid and social issue including employm&t, md 
d d ' i m y .  This hits formed the geatest of publication and r e ~ ~ ~ h e s  . 
on a d o l e s ~ .  Much of these researches show that tht r d ~ i e s t ~ ~ ~ ~  

p~baiy lod mprias~ (~kinyele and Onif&=). Acoafdingq T e  
Mh jbk  (2000), adolescence is a period at the threshold of&- 
- that dddren who are not children any more. Many people around the 
w d  Mae adolescence as a period of life between 10- 19 y m  of 
(%boa and Brazier, 2000). It is a'time of dmge, r period of pbpictl 
md mntd growth, which is growing f?om a child itlto an adult. 

d e h e  them in ti variety of ways and they occur crt h e t i  for 
~ p t o p l o .  r* 

Zhe World Health Organisation (WHO) damifid ad- to be 
batwttnages10-19(WHO, 1975). Itismidtobethe 

rrmrrl--.C)n 
&&& (NANP, 11995) 
pa. ~ ~ ~ d d e r h g  the tenn adolescence &om a r o ~ o ~ c a l  angle, it is 
tho transition fiom total socio-economic dependence to relative 

Fromthedi~011~above,itcaabe~thrttbr, 
orutolaotnce fiom difkrent pas* vary widely. Worftttg in the . . . field dadolescent studies have homer rrp;reed on &-tab 
afthe Ldolesmt period irrespective ofwkher it is oonsidb~ad the 
biological or social perspective. The adolescent period is mid to be a 
period of storm and stresi 'od of ambivalenceceand cordid; a period 

* - - - - - 1 -  1 #" T E l - - -  1 c \ K ~ \  T+ ;n nlnrr nn;A +A kr -AA 

when guidance and counseling and an tnriched family and social 
environment should be ~1pportk~ ofthe adolamat to enable himor her 
successfi~y cross the threshold of *w, c~naict into wholesome 
adulthood (Emeke, 1996). 

The adolemenfa akad nations cilkiqgforce 
behind human thepotmthlfbrthe 
d o i e g c e a t s t o ~ o n d U a ~ o f v a k r q ~ a t d e a n d ~ o f  

a r r : ~ e O ~ t h e ~ d a r n d . r e g i o n a l  
instrumentaandtBtPad~taws. 

s 

AdiKouncenLuofurhfm 

Jiveambbmm- ' l"hc~dththnrmrperswwi$ltheW 
~ t s h a s a a b a c b d t h c ~ ~ ~ d o v a r t i m b .  

~ ~ G a l l c d h u m r a ~ ~ t o e ~ ~ m a n , w o m a n a n d  

apea~wtofidlydeveldp' 
~ ~ c o n s c i ~ t o s a t i s f j l  

tightrrareiaherentiphumgn 
nature. They are bdo ,  inborn md insq~arablo. ~ d h o u t  h u a / ~  rights, 

Micrrbly. . i 
and s r ~  d t h d  to Certain rights. There 

h h a ~ o o m f b r t h a ~ ~ @ t h e ~ o P M d r e s d  
adolescents, It is imporuld to state that ii#@pmg the a # l b c a a  in 
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this paper, the issue of the child would inevitably bcdoned .  This is 
because by virtue of the Organisation of M u u s  U*& Charter on 
the Rights and Welfare of the ChiIa (1 991) and th& Convdntion on 
the Rights of the child (1991), tbc a d  is ddimd a lmma being 
.below the age of 1 Blears. ~ o n s i w *  fjrtt tbt thc w'ddirition is 

. . 
and IS years. 

Basically, human rights apply to all pagmrs imbpectiveofm CO~OW, 
r@onorcrge. ~owevathereareparthkdgb~*apersonmay 
not be entitled because of age ratrictioa Specifically in dation to the 
rights to vote, an adolescent below the age of 18 h not & p l W e d  the 
rig& to vote by vim@ of the COlUdation of the Fed& Republic of 
XqSria (1 999). Since the days 
~..theprotettonofchildtea and 
U o d  Treaties and 

child the best that it 
Gowdlof theW 
a o d d a a r g e d i t w i t h t h e ~ o f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ n  
on therights o F i &  The catcomwtht* 1 W m a l  
Dcdartltion of Rights (UDHR)wfirbpdhd& d d d m  

include some adolescents) as a ategcqy are d t i d  to special 
care and assistance.  he background to this lh&mthn in 1948 was the 
barbarous act experienced during the S d  W d  Wmud the &act 
a n a ~ o f p a o p ~ e a e d b ~ f b t t b t ~ O f l ~ j l l w h i c h  
b n r m a n b e i a g s d d ~ ~ o y M o m .  C 

The Declaration opened up a global racojpition and awareness of 
the existence of human and national consciousnas. This was to . . .  
 ther rights of human^^ o f - m  
by the organs of the State and to promott tht estddkbernt ofhuman 
living conditions and d t i d i m d ~ n a l  dwdopmcnts of the human 
persodity. The UDHRremains ths Pnajor s k c u  ofhunmrighfs with 
8~@mmtation fiomthe con&ut,iQnal pmvhions onrights ofindividual 
Munhies. The year 1993 mthr landmark in the history of human 
rinhts.TheUnitedNations v ~ r l d ~ ~ o n ~ ~ i n ~ e ~ d  

inJune 1993 mawMfbrdmbeiagsinite-onoftlat 
u o i v d V a i i d i t y o f h i u m r t o . r i g b r t s . ~ l e ~ ~ n a w a r e m R l l t a t  
t h e p m p a r a t o ~ p p ~  of* world c o & ~  moat a p e d d y  atthree 
~ o a a l r n ~ ~ ~ t h i s p q x r i s t b e ~ o ~ m e e t i b $ f o r ~  
had in lh.&& Zb&i& ibm 2.6 November 1 992 where 
reapolutio~ll  era odopted. It w a ~  dd, 'ktQ progress t o m  the 

-* -- - impllwtmW0lt of- hp& a;t,ttieLiod 1cv& sffsdiirb 
d d o ~  polbid" (Bapuwlcr d Njqgm 1994). 

The r e g i d  rrredjns rrnd bvmtdy the 1993 world co- on 
human rights broke -8 in its r~cogdtion of the "light to 
dev$opmeni" as basicto fxlman-. The resolution on the reahtion 

. . o f ~ l i g h t i s t h a S ~ s t P c n t l d ~ p o p u ] a t p s t t i d p l r d r c r n i n ~  
m&&ino~to~~ni(~~arad_wlstaiaab~davlalapmaraaW 
d & i ~ n i s v e r y ~ i n b ~ a s a l i d f m W ~ r ) . f o r h ~ &  
add- 

O n N d  W, 1989,NyddtfMtbttMlan&l.rt& 
whi&is~~thcad~.m~hicrwaaad~adogtioa-by 
the Gtaeral kbmnbb of the Convention on the Rilkts of the C u d  
(CRC), whi& aatQtsd into h c c :  on September 2 1990. Itie inter* 
t h a t t b i s w a s ~ 3 0 y a m r f t a t . t h r r ~ ~ l y o f t h e U a i t b d  
~ a t i ~ l s s a d ~ ~ ~ ~ o f t b r : R i g h t s o f t h e C h i l d o n ~  
20 1959. ThsQRCirthcmstcompletestatemeht ofchildrea'gdgb 
~ ~ f a s a & o f ~ l a w . B d o p t e d a h ~ c ~ m ~  
~andthcsodal, o c o d c ,  politicaleadl&mm&mm 

F 
r i s f i s s  

o f a c l o l i l d . ~ ~ ~ f d ~ ~ ~ a ~ ~ ~ & a e e d s , ~ & ~ ~  
w i t i l c g s m d ~ .  

S p d c  IIlfghb ~f ttM Adolescent 
I AsahrnnsrnW* ismtit ledtobssicriglttsa8~m 

~ o n e t r t n d ~ i n r r t r l l l n e n t s d n r t i o a a l l a w s i n G & J ~ ~  
(19% which is the basic lorw of the land in- These 

-rig&! acaTnnp ov* and are 4 idady  iqtBrwov0n. 

Intrnultibaal-*tS I 

m e i s  ~ w m t i ~ ~ ~ c o ~ ~ m o ~ n ~ n e ~ a a r t b ~ i r ~ r n d  
Rights. This consist ofthe Unh.aul Dedrratfon of Eman l$igBts* 
"fhe Intunari6d Covkant on Economic, Nodal and Cdtunl 
Rights; Tbe Internatlond Covenrat and Politipgbhb 
(ksqmwaud B d o k  1999) 
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I 6 
/' 

/ 

' The Univ'ers J Dedmation of Human Rights (uD&) / . . 

Tbis is the bask intendad p & h ~ ~ ~ ~ e n t  of- that cannot be taken 
a w a y f b m a n ~ u a ~ b e i n g .  Suchrights(whicharegenerally 

. - 

discussed latainthis paper) are d&&dlmda this instmnent. These 
are individd rightl, d rights, political rights and legal hghts. The 
I n t e m a t i a n a l C o ~ ~ ~ d ( l u h u r a l R i g b d s ( I C E S C R )  

- wadog.ltadbythcUWMwasasalmfymMer1966- 
' and chtered into form in 1976. The btcmatiional Covenant on Civil and 
Political~~CCPR)wubMfoptedh1966dePrtescdintohrce 
in 1 976. These C o v m  recognh and define in more details most of 

a the rights set out in the UDHR . . 

There rare regional- that promote, protect and guarantee the 
~ o f t h e r d o ~ ~ ~ ~ t o ~ c a ,  theissueonhow, 
best human- muld ba pmtectsd and promotecIrrrose as-areat of 
t h e h l m a n t i g b t ~ o o ~ b ~ t h c o l d m a s t e r s i n ~ ~ n  L - 
countxies. S i g d b d y s  the@Whid systGmm South Afiicawith t h e w  
n~baof~mdmauddtofb~~fii~b~tltsmidoritywhite~ 

I g o v ~ ~ M i c ~ l l ~ ~ t h e c o ~ ~ o f t h e  
Organization of Mm Unity(OAU) tocondemn-the abuse of human - --; 
rjgbts. The result of the combgtoph is the development of an Afiicaa 
C h ~ e r  on Human and Pdop1w Rights (1984). The Charter contains 
provisions aimed at prokchg and pr01130ting the rights o f i i d u a l s  and 
citbm0fmenabeJ.St9tes. Itbpartofthe~entthatbmughtforththe 
Charter, Wthat~ovisio11oftbtCBertsrobouldbeincludedtrspartofthe 
national laws of the camtries that to the Charter. Nigeria is a 

8 .  

~ r y t d t h i s C b u t e r d t h s C b a r t a ~ b r m s  part ofthenational 
law (1 990). 

-- -- __ - .  
National Laws 
T h e r e a r e ~ l a w s W ~ ~ ~ o f ~ w i t f i i n t h e c o u n t r y .  
In Niieria,.the Comtbtbn ofthe Federal Republic of Nigeria (1 999) 
k thekdremc law ofthe Lnd. k contain& in the preamble of the 
Constbtian, one ofthe aima oftb Comthtionis to promote the welfiue 
of dl (emphrrda mine IN in the country. The implication is that the v / 

adoldscent too is caterd for by the Constitution B a d d y  the dgbtc of 
- the adoi&&t-- b y - t b 3 3 j S f i ~  & e & d   in*^ . 
undertbFUndam~Human~~onacontaincd~Sacticms . 
33-43. Them include some rights also contained fa htamional and 

- -  - ___ --- - - 
- - S - ~ ~ r i g h t s a r e " h i W & ~ o w m d  afinyare&Ug 
disarepsd: 

iii Right to W o r n  of expi-on d k d o m t o  b l d  opinion 
and k, receive and impact ideas aad iafonnrtlrm *out 

v. Right ad to be held in slavery or earvlbrdcr . 
-_.-. -- 

or to crud, hhmau or 
-. 

4i. I , e g d ~ t o b e ~ ~ d v ~ .  

Right to Life , .  

The right to lifc is ghraateed under the Codtution, tbe'CRC, the 
~ B R , t h e I C C P R , # t A C B P R a n d m a a y ~ ~ a d l h .  
A n a d ~ h a r s a r i g h t t o ~ .  Tbe 1999ConstiMion~mSectian 
3 3 ~ a o ~ i s t o b t d @ e d M o o a a l l y o f b o r h a r ~ ~ i  
Q a # r t l o n o f t b ~ o f e c o u r t i n r e s p c i c t o f a ~ ~ d  
~ b r ; o r ~ b a s h ~ g u i l t y *  p'he * 

hllB&mmofthis 
of thshtcmhdhad~3ouatumnaband 

i n h ~ m ~ t o ~  
dePMK;TBfiC-fbbmm 

a n n o f t h t h ~ ~ ~ a g m c y h a v e  ehownuttar chmgaqitbrthe 
n g h t o t a I i f t w i t h t h e i n ~ k i U i u g o f ' i p a r a n r r ~ t h e  
a d o l ~ .  Ina cauntrgrepo 
statbeofLsmsrica;~& 
ofpo l i c i~ofmanyyauogpereo~  
&b..-~. --.I.-.~-A- - - :- .- -a! - - I.. - a  a UNIV
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Right to Education 
'Ibis r@tL gumnkd in the CRC (Article 1 I), the UDHR (Article 26), 
tbs ICJESCR (Article 131, I n R ,  ACHPR (Article 17) and many other 
h&ume& ad laws. HoWwer tbere isno right to education under the 
1 ~ ) 9 9 ~ ~ l w , ~ c a n ~ ~ ~ t o ~  

- my ~~ 1% 1999 c o ~ ~ ) . ~ e  edrication of HiiQ - 
pascnirollodtb.molt-Winthempna.ofa* 
A a m m g ' m o n  of liunoy is a nnut to do away with poverty ahd 
-b=== 
- I h s ~ t o ~ h m n a t e d i O t b s N a t i o n a l P o l i c y o n E d u d ~ ~ ~  
Itn~sbtadthatrvblrntinninNigaiaisnomopeaprivrrtL~ 
b ~ t a h u g e ~ ~ t h a t b s s ~ a ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~  . 

o f ~ l n ~ , ~ ~ o f t f i e N a t i o n d P ~ 0 ~ 1 ~  
iritillrpdqooppr.Itq~thst&utionis~tlotr~dmy 
a d o l ~  but a I$@ of#prbdeged fsw. Pubic schoala, athi& are 
suppodtob.~hvsgivQawaytoprivateschoolsbscaracthogars 
withaut~lccbsssagaadbasic-suctr.as*andbodrs.Mcrrso, 

o f ~ s a l a r i e s w 1 6 c h ~ g i v a n w o y t o ~  
ddkmhavemrrdeno~ out ofthem c a t t c r d h  

educati~11po~~y.~ir~a~yythsttbsfdgbp0~0~in~& 
w i t h m ~ ~ h i g h p r a p o ~ o f y ~ i m p l i e 8  acomq* 
b i g h d a . m n d f b t d a r y l e v d e d u C s t i o a a l ~ n ~ i o t o ~  
r i g h t i o ~ ~ i $ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ~ b e e c t u c a t i c m a l n d o f t b c  
adolescent must enable them to deal with the issue of their sexuality in s 
posithe and mspoasiieany. This may be through the incorjmration of . 
m p i & a h b a a h * h b M ~ ~ 2 0 M )  

Right to MOTB de%ppsion and freedom to bdd ophkn and to 
m e b e  .ad bnpHt ideas and hfbrmation without interference and 
right to be consulted 
lbiP right is gumteed in the 1999 Comtitution (Section 3 9 ,  the CRC 
(Article 12), in the 1- the ACHPR, (Article 9) the UDHR (Article 
1 9) and many other inrtrummfs and laws applicable in N i i  In line 
* t h a c d g h q * d ~ m u s t b e c o ~ m s t p ~ c i p t s d  

' ~ t o ~ ~ t h m L T h e r e i s ~ e v i d m c s d t h e d e a i r s  
from young ado1 .. -. .. be involved in decisions and services 

*----A,, inn?\ 9 

Tat hght iimt g u e r M & b  1999 Caathticm but g u m t a d  
under &e CRC (Article U), ICESCR (Aidck 12), UDHR (Aiticle 251, 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ( ~ r ( i e b ~ ~ m d m o ( b a - d k ~ r . -  

of&ot18 . 
to-Y ~ t e ~ n a l p W c 1 3 t b a t w f f l ~  a d s h t M i S s u e s .  The 

recornmeadation wa made after the S d  WHO Ncatl Regional 
m h = n n F m - u k - m ( A n a d e ,  
2 0 0 3 ) . M e m b a s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ W b Y ~ ~  
t o - ~ p r e ~ ¶ s b m i o l S ~ - ~ n s  
d HIVIAIDS (Axdq 203). 

The right to g o d  hea@indudc8 good fldprodwthe he#h. These 
include r" UNIV
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a The right to services and information that promotes the 
attabcut of thehighest standard of reproductive health 

b. The right to make decision w n d n g  reproduaion free of . . '. 
coc~cion, violence a n d M o n  

c % right to a reproductive We with fiall respect for physical -- - -7- mtsgnty - 
- - -- -- -- -- - - - 

d.. Pmvision of necessary reproductive and wxud h d t h  
~ r m a t i o n a m l s e r v i ~ e 8 w i t h ~ ~ f b r ~ ~ .  

The above can be achieved by the following actions, which are 
c b & b d  in the 1 993 De&r&on on Human Right 

r Prorno2on of greatex community 
aQdsaolalheiJlthceredbydacc - ' ' g*- 
of public health pro~pmmes. 

' b. ~ p i n g ~ e @ g r a m m e s ~ w i ] 8 ~ ~ ~  
c~uaeelmg and services for reproductive health &It to 
adolescents. Such programmes should be orguritsd 
Q youthdbq dudes, maqua .. are found. 

G. ~ e r v i c e s t o t h e a d o l e s c e n b m u s t ~ t h e i r ~ ~ ~ ,  
confidentiality, idbiafed consent and 

d. The &lncnra6cmof f4micegmbc a d o w r a e .  This 
could be in fonn of plays, short dnmu, follor$ on 
issues of reproductive health, on radio, t d d m  or video 
~ . I t c o u l d a L o b e h b o d q ~ ~ ~ ~  
and handbills. The &ormation sbdd b made mailable m 
~ o o I s ,  youth clubs, hotds, librarrq Idboards and d=f 
the adolescents congregate. . 

Rights not to be held in Slavery or Servitude 
hmxnttima, t h i s ' ~ o f t b e ~ o ~ h t b e e n g r o ~ v i o ~ w i t h  
theincrsspiagme in child and a d o l ~ p r o ~ a n .  Tbj~ is 
of great conch to the govepment at all lev& and the international 
co-. Inresattimes, theEtigaisngovm@ mdiqBeninoke 
mwteput are jointly n on the h e .  PumhN~vember 

-+ +t.rhGm&rm rrmmwwmod m r r  a k n  

:- worlung together to depoltlkls_rgc m m k  a ~ r i a n e ,  moetiy f&- 
a d o l ~ w h o a r e ~ i n ~ i n I t a l y .  "&+-- 
of n o n e  & w e  in thin area an co-le. 

~ i i h t s  oftbe Physfdy and Mentally*Ch.lknged 
- I --.. . 

t 

i 
to them due to the fktthat they are phf idy  or matally ~~. All 
b u m m b ~ ~ m b o m ~ ~ a s . n d ~ i n ~ a n d ~ . ( A r t i d e l  

j mm). mta mdtbs 1999 f i e o n  oftha FM wtii~ of 
! N ~ e r i i t o n ~ ~ ~ @ ~ ~ d ~ m  
1 Spedicolly Article 23 oftbe Article Xm of the OAU 
I C h r r r t e d c w t f w ~ a u l d ~ o f t b s C B i l d ~ ~ r t h e p ~  
1 a n d m ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
!, b . .  _ i Right to Joy IB fldl md d m  I& in owdttions that avwe : - --. - 
[; l=(i4?!!!E?. 
I/. . . .  

I ii R~@J to speciPl mtrrwm of plottidon ia keeping with the 
I physical and moral 

1: iv. Rights to &* amw to duution trhhg, health 
k .. . f x x v i c a a n d m - .  r The govexmat har the re8pMi- d m  the OAU Charter to 

c ~ t h . t t h e m ~ d p ~ d ~ ~ p a o . b l b l s t o r n o v e  
i 
I ~ ~ h a v e ~ b o p u b k h i $ m a p , b u n ~ a n d ~ p ~ w h i c h  
I 

t . h e d i s a b l d x n a y 1 ~ ~ t o h a n r e ~  

1 A Solid FounQtion: Dutlcr end Rcrponribilities i 
I 

I The &ture ofthe dN1fests in part on how w d  the a d o l w  are 
I g r o o r n e d t o b s ~ i v s ~ ~ ~ t o ~ ~ .  ' 

The responai'bility of&- thb 8 multifbccrted one fallinn on the , 
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1. Governmental responsibilities 
Where thereis a righg the gavenunrslt has a corresponding duty to 

recogoise~rigtrtanduPdePtaketotalretbemces~arystepsin8~~0~ 
with the constitutional and adopt 1eghMbe and other rn-es - 
a s m a y b e a e o e s s a r y t o g i v e ~ t o t h a ~ a ~ 8 ~ ~ h ~  
t h e ~ ; 6 a v a m n n n t i e m ~ ~ o f t t P e -  

. . 
- -  - - 

fbr~dw&~fbradd~to*dthencpsctatioonbythe 
society. There is the responsib'i of the nodon to develop him or her 
physicallyI emotionally, morally and i n t d d y .  This is a primary 
responsibility of the state. The nation and the par- can prepare an 
adolescent tg be a useM citizen (Enlckson 1964). It is therefore the . 
govmm~t res&nsibility to amm to the maximum- possiile, the 
mmhl, potection and dcvdopmat ofthe &id. Sgeddyunder the 
OAU ~ a r t a o n t a e ~ i ~ h t s  aad Wdfhoftbswd, tbc-arth' 
a responsibility in ensuring thrt'pme& cury out and ftlfil their o m  
responsibilities. 'Phmcfbre by virtue of Article XX (2) a, the govexmm 
has to do the following: 

a ~ s s i s t  and pudians with regards to nutrition, haah 
amlfntion,&~radbouaiqg. .. 

6. ~ p a r t m . t s a u d ~ i n ~ p a f i u m a a c e o f c h i t d r e a r i n g  
ansure the dwdopmcat of imfbtions responsible for, 

praKidmgfbrchilAnn. * 

In Article 42 of the CRC, government has the responsibility of 
diss eminating information of the p r m o n  of the Convention by 
rppropriate and active means to the chik2raa, thc a d d m  and their 
parents. Under Chagter 11 oftbn 1999 Cbdution on the Fundmemil 
Objectives and Directive Principle ofstate Poky, the pacameters and 
~ ~ 8 p o l l ~ p W e s o f t h e g o v ~ a n ~ ~ h p b ~ ~ d ~ ~ .  
These are divided into political, economic, social, educational and 
&.mental objectives. Under tbis chapta, it is theresponsibiby of al l  
o m  ofpmmmtandable nalbu#itied m d p ~ ~ ~  exmbhglegislative, 
~ e a n d ~ c i a l p o w e r s t o ~  obsaveandapplythe~m 
stated in this Chapter. 

s ~ c a l i y I t h e g p v a o m e m t ~ ~ l ~ s h a l l h v s e q u a l i r y  
to rights, and that all government actions 

CSo~istoctirecritspolicytowardrrcclaaiog~modieal 
- s n d ~ ~ ~ r ~ p e m m s .  (Section17(3)d). 

Was, ~ a m g  P- and the aged are protected against mg 
@&on whataoewp. and against moral dnd m&mid neglect 
17 (3) fl. 

-ceatattrttherd&dbe@and-- . - 

opportuni$a fbr d.[section 18 (111. 
T h s t r u t b L d m t t b s ~ ~ m t b ~ a b l e t o ~ t h e s e  

r e q m ~ m ~ M e l y a s i t s h a u l d  

Parental / FaPPily Respomibilities . . 
T h e ~ y i a t h & c d l e o ~ .  Tbcfhdywinramainacaatraleaurceof 
support~~-~llaostpar~~aftbswoald Themle~pareats 
play in the Iiss ofthe adobiwent cermnt be u v e r ~ .  The yaar 
1 9 7 9 w u ~ ~ o n a l Y e a r o f t h s ( I h i l d .  O n s o f ~ ~  
coined c b h g  the debration was "future b for the cbPM and the 
r e r p ~ b ~ t b e ~ n C a r l a g ~ t h e a d o ~ ~ ~ ~  
t h c ~ ~ t b a m o q t ~ a g n Y r ~ b a s i c ~ o f  
thswuilplrcak. t- 

T h c y a n r o c b o ~ ~ ~ t b ~ ~ d ~ ~  
o f t h e a d d ~ ~ ~ ~ i n f ~ ~ e d o l s a a t r t . ~ ~ t o  
t h ~ ~ ~ a t i o n , ~ i s i m p o r & a n t a t p r a - r b o d ~ ' c l i l d b D o d  
addamat tad beyond. (United Nations 1994). Tha ~ h a r , . t o  
g r n w u P m l a r n v i s a r m t d ~ c h e d m ~ s t m ~ b c s b v q ~  
and m&m&dqj. Pafaatal care and love mu& be adable to hdg, 
w h o m  dswtoparcot. The development of an adohtmt into a 
rqodiii~isa~napoasibilityafthap~d~.ArDCOBdiqg 
to (Muspaeve 1965) & W y  takes b u d c r e a p o ~  for tmchhbg 
the diild &an biological beiug to the hurnan &aty. 

~ o h d p t b s d o k d s , ~ m u d h a v o l h s ~ c m d d ~  
k m w l & e t o ~ o n t o t h e a d o ~ s .  T h i e l r m . i m p o a C a n t  
inreprodractivahdheducatian. Parartsmustiwlizct&!ifthcyMin 
~~~,tberdolcsosntbsjllg~~emayob&boon& 
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states that par- and 0 t h  p m m  responsible for the child shall have 
the prhqmpo~fathcltpbringing and devdopmeatfbr the child. 
Pareds a~ekedbre  fi,r the fbllowing: 

a Ensuxiug the best intaest of the child . 

. Therc am also national lswr tbat impose responsibilities and duties 
~ n p ~ t s h . l & m t o  h a d o m  Tbepmvisions areede@ed to 
ensure that h adokcat  is provided with the basic newmities of life. 

Section 301 ofthe Crhdd Code (1W0) imposes a duty on every 
person who as a head of the M y  has h u g e  of any member of his 
ho~bldwhoisundcatbs~d14yb~~61t0providethedesof 
lifeforsuchapeaon Itissu~Wtbisgectionkgmdesneu~as 
there are fidlim headed &&qwcmen h-Se~tion302 of the Crkpinal - 
Code (19901, a rmda& zukthwbo has n n a d o l ~  und& the age 
of 1 6 ' y ~ ~ c ~ ~ w h d h a s ~ ~ d t o p r o ~ d e n d ~  
for such, has a respodb51i.ty t6 provide such an adolescent servant or 
. apprdce with- f b d ,  cloth& andlodging. Necessaries of lifb - 
~~verhod, dothiqglod&aad~actteoficmThesemustbepnrvided 
fol adequately. 

Any~oftheabcwe~amwnrtstoacrirneandtbisattracts 
punishment. A person who breach any of provisions is liable for the 
oonsc!qu-, wbi&& to$IclifE:orhealthoftheadol~t. Where 
the bra& does not r d  in dWh, the offader is liable to a term of 
imprisonment for 3 years if found gdty  of a felony by a court of law. 
However, where death&, the p m s ) ,  master or mistress will be 
liable foi murder where there is proof of i n t d o n  to cause death. ?he 
punishment for murder is dutb by hanging. Where there is proof that 
thaewasnointeo5ionto causedtadranypcmoninbmchoftheprovisi(~1~ 
ofthe law will be guilty aadliabletoatermofhq&mmmt. 

Organisations 0 9 S )  
TheNGO's and done a lot in the - & - A L L - A  AL--- 

payea a major part in bringing to focus and broldmtrg the scope of 
~ ~ ~ t h e 1 9 9 4 ~ ~ a n P ~ n  
D~dopment QCPD) held in Cairo,agN-@# ~~epQ.thq np-ve . -- 
~ & e w o r l r w i t h o u t w h i c $ ~ n g h ~ ~ ~  Tbe;;luevihnt - 

NW's piorking on diverse ahxis 0th riglb. of cMdm and adalmccata. 
. S o m e ~ f t h c m ~ s t a c t i v e N G O s ~ t h e C a n t m ~ r Y ~ ~ ~ - d t h e ~  
---QW- (-3 the Ai&attion for F d y  ~d&~toductive Hdth 

(APRW), Social Sdence Reproductive H d t h  .Remuch Network 
(SSRIIRN), th ' West African Youth Initiative Propun (WAYIP) ofthe L AFlW. These 'ous orgahttions organize workshop, seminars and 
~ ~ ~ o n i t h e v a r i o u s a s p e c t s ~ & h t u .  Tb.eyaIsocibmhte 
i a f o d o n  a d o p t i n g V B f i o u s ~ ~  q a g a  i n h u r m ~ t ~ o d v q ,  

and legal eccor and draw atteation of the 
c a s e s o f h u m a n ~ v f o ~  Forcmmple, 

NGO was o p e d  rseabtfy inLagos ibr the 
of youtha on coaaputer efhmtba @-ti, 

is the comme&able slm@eb the Chdtutbnal 
savethellvce ofperaonswhoa#~Jrigtrtshave 

T r u W  of the Con&utid Rights 

e u q o w d d e ~ u r a g e d .  NGOs 
w o ~ ~ y o u t h s & o u l d ~ b e ~ d w i t h ~ f h r ~  

tairhg progmmm and diesemination ofidxmd0~1. An ' 
@ ~ t  role of the external devslopmmt uiubtmw agencit8 in the 
stmchrd h e w o r k  of the NGOs 
-manbarsofthm:~s~toasaume 
rodlllototihSitatenetw0~ 

I - 
The Resfmpsibllitiw of the School 
~ s d a o l i s ~ ~ l a c e o f l ~ .  1tistb6r~8~-~~0ftbescho01tohaive .- ."-- 
a wdlddifd CUrn:- on w xight abado11. Tbis is ldvocated at 
dl lads  @f education (Bamgbosa 2003). The &&of& school 
rhould be Nigaiaa culture consdous. The immdudfoe of h m b  rights 
clubs such ~a the Streed Law Chabs in some rhooh in Oyo $d Lagos 
State8 is a step in the right direction. It b also the nsponsibility of the 
sc6001 to provide trained teachera to p f i , ~  o Wt'' . J iY"" 
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Responsibility of the Court 
T h e C o u r t s h r s a i n ~ ~ c e s t i s m u p  to thechdengetopmt&the 
right of p-m. The courts have been the watchdogs of avil dgMP of 
persons. This was wdl stated by Udoma JSC in Nafle R.biu V ibe 
Stlte(198l)wbmbesaid'W1ppm~0f&~or~ttothc~ction 
ofthe- 

. with~ lrds  to in- rights and pmtsthnof the 
' ~ o f z ~ r r l ~ 6 e t h a t o ~  

4 .r -- -- 2-- 

~ ~ o f t b s p w i s i o n 0 f t h c C o ~ 1 1 t o ~ t b o o b v i a u d  
t b t t b c ~ ~ ~ s ~ t o 8 e p v e .  EsoJSCmMaidkOthas I 

V EWo BOtllw (1 983) buttressed this fact, whrn he said inter ah. 
"1 think tbe Supreme Court has a duty to safe guard the 
fimdmmenta! rights m this country." 

f .  

Ibs~upmWmgeaja, whic$ipthchightstcorutintheknd, 
has continu* u c p d  the mind of the court with regards to lnrman 
ngbi ht8. Ia MU BLno V Attorney e n d  of Oye State (1 986) - 

i 

hraria Aoiagolu JSC ccmdannedthe arxionofthcOyo State-ornt 
I 
t 

fw executing an accused -on to death while the appeal was pending. ; 

He slid 
'at ltbl (addeat has bespatter& the face of .$he s a t e  . ! 

~ e ~ ~ m e a t  with n paint brush of shame". 

Commenting on the above decision, Aguda, (1 992) said that the 
statmmt of bbgolu JSC inthe above case shows tbe abhorrence whish . 1; 

the Supreme Court has against the illegal taking of life of pason c 

(emphasis mine) within thcNirgerian gates outside the provision of the C 

Constitution siad outside the procedural rules laid down. . - 
1 

R a p o w i b ~ t i ~  of .the Adolescent I' 

To avery right thac is 0 chny or responsibility. The adolesent has some : b 

thenation end the family. By *e of Sedion 24,1999 
Artides 27-29 of the ACHE%, 

a. An adolescent has a responsib'ity to work for the cohesion of 
the M y ;  respect the parents, superior and elders at all times 
and provide assistance where needed. 

b . The adolescent is responsible for saviog the nabPal co- 
by w her physical and intellectual abilities at its 
"...."-I 

17 
c T h y a r e r ~ e d t o o o n ~ ' b ~ t o t h s m d ~ d ~ o f t h e  

so*. 
d. The ltdolescent is ~~ to prslan md etr- the 

indq*lrdet lcoandths~~fhir~hroplnmyaswdlm 
t h e h d e ~ m c i a t a a d ~ r a t i d r r i t y .  

- 

arpectedtogiveliresadalasiceintpsi8adpl(gdhaurhm~ 
orphmges, rehabiIitationcmtcndddpeopl:~.k. (Ah ,  2003). - 
~tictheresp~&bility~fpnrd~l~krtlpLerbluredmanldeddan 
abouthisorharovmee;rrualbdra~ritabn,~rahsmusthave~~ 
the comprehhve and amuable 
ei50* of govunment, par-cd bra, 
through sex aimtion. These bdmmd t n d  
so that the adalescats am @y dBa-Imd- 8 a d  &odnp 
whmtbeybecaar~e-. 

* 

Criminal Responsibility of the Moledlc811t 
I n r m y 8 0 C i e t y , , t b a c a r e l a w s ~ t b e , ~ a f ~ 1 e ~ t h a t B O C i ~  
The aim of criminal law is to maint.inlawandardaintbelodety, to 
protectthelifb, liberty andpropdy of* T h e ~ h ~ m  
do1e8centswithinaparti&ige~eu~odthsrc~rqffisl 
-provisions applicable to them Thc bu* ofthL Ipsd.l treatment is tbe 
age. Bdow apatiarlar agq m asO1emnf h -immturr.atld 
unable to rnake r a t i d  decisions. 

~ n a d o l e c a r t b d o w t h c ~ o f ~ ~ y ~ b ~ ~ y ~ o n s i b l e  
for a n a c t o r ~ o n d ~ i t i p r d ~ s t t h e t h n e o f d o ~ t h e ~ o r  
mkngtheombsion, he hadqdytoloolrr  Whe-notto dothe 
act 0; make the omission (Section 30 C r h h d  Code; Section H) Penal 
Code). Amale adol-t under the age of 12 p r a  b pre8umtkl to be 
imapable ofhavine carnal knowledge. I 

An adolmamt above the age of l2 yeam, but b h  19 years who 
hasbecnallegodto commi taa imisno t t skmtoa~  courtbutto 
a specid court known as the coF7sc of A d  wecial ...' UNIV
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cooaideration. Where tha a&-t is found to have done the act alleged, 
hs or she io committed to an approved w n .  This is cithes a Remand . 
Horn or Borstal depending on the age. 

~ndatheCo;l6nslijnv, ~ d a i e ~ ~ t b d o w t h e l g e o f 1 7 y ~ s  at 
I 

the date of the commission i f h e  ofi&ce cannot be scatemxi to death 
oftheCrimbdCode) Howcw,,undatbcShadaLaw - - - --1:8@&%! 39,-(2) -- -_ __ 

pr6domLunt in some Northern St&%- b-Nxrf&i -nditencc of 
4 

imprigomat shan be p P s d  on pasonwbo is in the opmion of the 
Coun hundcr 15 years of age (section 19 ofthe !khPaollieDde]:By 

- 

virtue of Scdion 95 ofthe Sh- p d  Code# whae an ofkndhg person , 

has completed his 17& but not completed his 18 years of age and he or I : 
Iheis~nVictedbyaSWCaofanyoffencc,&drmyinstead i 
of p ~ d o g  & mtence pr-bed by the Codq subjed the offender to a i 

mtffnemeat inarefb~ryhomefbr~pedodnot~~osyearor  i 

20 Bitr~kes of cane or with fine or with both. 1 
me Future of the Nigerian Adolescent 1 

i 

~ h f ~ t u n o f ~ s o ~ e ~ & i a p a r t o n b w w d l ~ ~ ~ ~ d ~ i n  i 
p q w d P $ d o ~ ~ o b e p m d u d i v e r d u k w b D * ~  
~ ~ . I t i s ~ c t i V e t o s t a t e t h a t s o m e ~ ~ d t a 1 o t o f  ' k .  
~ i n p o n a ~ a n d ~ b @ a f t h e ~ i n @ * ,  is 
Bradl has , - M m o ~  o w  -tries in this regard. w t - .  

- * k. 
The Brazilian Model . 

I 
'S 9 

g~ , e . 
Wdfhe enactment ofthe Statute of the Child a d  Adola~ent known : 
tba ENtuto Da Criacr E Do Adolesmtc io 1990, Brazil 

1 

3 .  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ c e f o r ~ e ~ ~ t e d i ~ n o f a d o i ~ ~ .  TbStcSUMe-e 
a r d t  of dissatisfaction of st.ta -om .ad NOOl ~f the jqvenile fn ' 

justice system and the social w&e &net of minors hBr& the 
m i d 1 9 8 0 8 ~ h e ~ o f t h e ~ e ~ 8 ~ d a o a i d c d b ~ t h c ~ ~ o n  &" 

of a new Constitution in B d  & 1988. During the proxdgation of the 
Cdtution, members of the d aod.tyworldog in the o f & b  
and adolescent pushed fbr and o w e d  the pot- 
Article 227 of the new Comfi~on. Bawl on Mcle  227, oongras in 
Bnzil W e d  the S tute ofthe Child md A d a t  in 1990 (Ahnm 
q). Under the&te, there is provision f a  the creation of child and 

19 

adolescent rights C a m d l h  b Condba e do D i i  d. &&mat 
e do Adalescentt, 

~ h e ~ m e ~ r t ~ M ~ s t l t e u d r m d i c 4 ; d l c v a s d  . g o v e m t  and found in all Jth m Brazil. The m i l  comim of 20 
members with halfoftbe gpoided h m  the civiiioday and 
the otbhatfth.gava3I3a;rao;(c - - Tas-of&cd@~tow 
a d o p t a a d ~ p ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t h . t a f f s * a ' ~ ' . n d a d o l ~  
right.  he eound unip bemum it b a W o n  mskiag body and not 
merely amnsultiog OW like othr ~~ structured council such as the 
women's cound. Accodng to a mdy by h e n  of 8 councils (2001) in 
cfifferent cities in Brazil, the under-bttcd f&ors lomum for a wd- 
&tienched and s u m  d g b t p t o ~ i n t h o w  councils. 

Cordid working re la ti^^ batween the c o r n  and the 
' gov- * 

The ddopmmt of interest by the wivea of the Head of 
G6Vmind- iggUes .  . ,7 

. , 
/ .  

: - 

Working agrtxment b d  on rotation of laadaship bdween 
the pwsmma atid civil kety ,  which help to create trust and 
avoid csomfli@C cwar p o ~  plaY. 

*. hcorpora$on of responsible and active representatives of 
d m a g e ~ r $ i n s t a a i a l g c o ~ .  
~ e t w o r b g  wah other Government and  on-Govw 

i 
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A remarkable step also taka i n B d  was the txactmenb of ths Iohneg 
Pact of 1995. This Pact was a result ofamhg tog- ofthe 27 Brazilian 
Governors to sign the pact. It was a coordinated effort mong all the 
governors to implement spedbc measure8 aimed at improving the basic 
l i v m g c o ~ o n o f ~ c h i l d ~ a r d a r l ~ ~ ~ o u t B d .  ' 

-- - (Ahnq-2001page32) - . . - 

~h Success story of some ofthe d under the~razilianmo he1 -- 

should be a great challenge to other d m  However, a fnv co'uncils 
were not as successll. Some of the probIem~ that led to their failure are 

+ 
higMighted below. 

Problem .of fimckg: As in most countries and projects, 
funding was a major prob1em. Thh has however 

. . 

been taken care of to an extent. To the fimdhg of ' 

, the projects and p x p m m a ,  to pr&s% a d  and adoleseeat 
. 

right, each cnmcil givmpmmta create a finui to 
capture private d d o m . T a  ancourage the private 
dcmatim, donors are ailowed to cfairn 100 per- of their 
donaticmas ataxcredituptoa5pd~~oftotdtaxowed i 

fbr businesses and 10 per& fir hdhiduai~ (Article 260, 
HCA 1990). , .a 

Competition and lack of umty among mmbem of the different civil 
' 

so*. 

Corruption by theruhggovermmt - .  

Lack of interest by the ruling go-. 
Powea tussle among government offid.  

Conclusion 
Though theBrazilian modd is unique, it is however possible in all ccmtries. 

' 

It is up to the dolescents aod society to ensure social integration of the 
adolescent by @ying- greater w r t  to adoLsead participationat all levels 
of decision-making. Adolescents need to be sscn as fbture leaders and 
treated should bc given the oppoaunity to 

ofprovidmg seivices F 

and inwo- urep-tatives and spokes person. C30- lhndd 
errmmapthsldive@~onofyouthinde&ian~t~~ 
regional rmd htanational levels (United Nation, 1998). The way a sodety 
treata its adolsscaatr reflects not only in its qualities but also in sense of 
condition for the coming gm&oa The Splieaiion ofpast neglect may 
be a r d h y a h t b e p n & m a n d ~ b ~ .  Thadpbrd 
the ado1-tinkd wahthe r q o a ~ l i  ofthe go- the @Sj- 
~dodcvmlhPtofb.dolsgantwillds8ni~~~b~ddo~of 
this #eat a n t r y  N@da 
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