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Chapter 10 

Student Discipline in Nigetian Unhmities: 
n e  LJmits of&$ CrilDid LPK 

I , 
I 

INTRODUCTION 

i N igeria gained p o U  indepcndmcc h m  Great Britain on the 1st Day 
d O a o k  1960. 'Ihc educational system in the country, most cspddly 

for temary inahtiom b hshioncd along the British model, A brkf b i  cd 
the Grsc University cseabhhed in Nigeria in the year 1948 shows thc opcckl 
rclatbnship the Unfvuslty had with the University of landon. 'Ibis was the 
University College Ibadan now b n  as University of Ibadan, IbadPn, Nigeria 
(hereinafier rcfked to as U L). ?he establishment of the University was based 
on the report of the Asquith and Elliott Commission. The report concentrated 
on rhe fundamental principles, which were to guide the development of the 

i University, and emphasized high academic sutndards in admidon, staftin% and . 
autonomy. It was also m&stcd that advice for the UnivuPity on how best to 

I .  attain the *objcctivca for which it wos esmbhhed was to come fiom ovcnar 
(U I. calendar 1996-1998). The &st principal of the former Udvdty Cdlcge 
Ibadan in special relationship with the Univcrety of London m P r o b r  
Kenneth MellPnby (U I. cdpdar pg 27). 

Similarly, the idea of the establishment of another fiunm University in 

I 
N i i  was contained In a report of a commission headed by,a %iton. 'Ihc 
Ashby Commaon on Post School Gcrticatc and Higher Education In Niguio 
and the subsequent report of the Advisory Commjssion of the UUESCO icd 
to the csdhhment ofthe University of Lrgos in 1962 (Unlvaniy ofLagos i 1996-2000 

I Tcnia ry education 4 more than the capstone of the traditiod eduadon 
i pyramid It is a crucial pUIu of human dcve1opmcnt worf&ddc which provides 

norontytheh@ImlofMnecessat]rforevuylnbormurLrtkrkoohe 
training. ?hLs is csscndal f$r all  Universitks andit isderrtgakypartdd 
~ s y s t c m a Z b e d d m k o f N ~ U ~ t E c r u n p a S I o r y d i n t c l -  
lecnrolism and plpdUCU0f~-kwl  lIlwpwer cannot be crvalm- 

Snuienss arc fmpom~nt actors in the University spmn. 'Iluy on the 
p ~ d i e n s  COIIBWII~~S andleun~28. Within the U ~ l n w r t c m ,  euzdcnts' 
hemocky is w i d y  c a n d  b r  and encouraged HOW&& the University 
environment is bcdevilcd with many vices amofigst 
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,.< .,,,'> t T n i 3 i d i r y  SNdena 
*&;'A$>% 

fed inra.&qpd for& RJC Of Law, fle of regulations, &I- 
o w  and more a e a d y  govestment i n Z c c  

THE UN1VWISn"Y AN0 STUDENT DtSClPLlNE 
in chc woiU, dsr Wnkemity has its own disciplinc,and norm. 

~ i n t h e # o d d r e & n x d n \ l r r o r  
io which they prr situaccd (OkigbL 1992). 

% a y h r & o h . . h p b i p d d l m c r P . l d i r i p l i r u . h & ~ 1 % 0  
and mid 19705, the UnM* proadied pcacubk and susuinoMe uwiron- 
n w s d c P o i o f o & r i ~ 1 ~ ( t d w c . I h e d i a p ~ o f p ~ m r b u r n c e ~ t i o l t s  
demrndcd dre amt ion  and inmvcncion of the U&crsity &inhation in 
dmeiplining erring students. 'his is mot to say that members of the University 
sptfwho flout thC replatiam ur not &o disciplined. 

In rct~~t times, the issuc of sudents* discipline within the University has 
d another <fimension. "mis h been attributed to a reflection of the 
tgr mcicty. ibc LnW- in crhhd &ties in rhe society has been 

A# ~ c c d  into the ciradd of lermring. Activities such as cultism, ~ p e ,  vsoa and 
' ~ m n r n ~ m e f ~ u n d ~ n ~ u n i v ~ a r a d g l ~ t s .  

AU UnirerJitiu arc cstPMihed with po"'cular objcccfveg. Gcnerrlfy, the 
cardinal objective of& Uiriwsity is fo bring up the students in both chmwtc1: 
and training. In the WniversErp of lbPdPn (U. I.), rfie primaty function of ihc 
University is education of which the tee&@ of culture and of 
good chittacrer i9 M hte@ piwe (U L S h  IdWmuion f - 
2002). Ir is aasPmc$. 3rpt when a &t acuepts ahhsioil ro h e  U-, 
he or she boo a d o u s  purpose and a sincere intwst in &veloping i n t & a d y  
and ad*. h e  UniKnityhen urnma dut the student will conduct hinrlf 
or h e d a s  a nsponsibk ~itiztn &I accordance with intmal rules and rhe laws 

. d& M 'There arc rlnihitb in the Qbjccts d all ~ I C  Universkb (See Uni- 
~tyofIbaQnAcr1990ands~cge~Universityhcts) ' 

n K r b a v e s l t u a t i o n i s m p u d i a r r . o N ~ U ~ t i e s . I n ~ t h e  
obic,rha of& Univcrsiy~u$sot O n u i ~ i r h e  advancement oflaming 
and lche  tio on o f ~ c d g c  and the iiudamd sp i t id  m o d  social 
and$g&al ~ o p m c n t  o fb  members andsudam and the bettama~t of& 
r o c i a p ~ t h ~ U ~ t y o f B ~ C o l u m & C M & . B ~ ~ E q i n r r d  
in the &herd y arc expcacd to behave mspons* and with pmpfkty. f Ihe 

CLASSFICATKIN OF. CONDUCTS 

I 
. I NON-CRIMINAL ACTS 

' I b a e u c c v c r & . r ~ b e & . l t a i l h i n r e * $ r h c u ~ c y d ~ &  
need not be refcrrrd to the p o k  l[R m i a ~ ~  Univenides, the non-crlmioll acts 
are giwn different wna such as misconduct aus, improper acts, ocndunic 
a d  non-acadmi~ o w  and inappfoprhe condun 

~ n d & c ~ n ~ c u r d u n d a d a t ~ f g c l . f p n i ( m , ~ * b m , b f i i n k k n  
ofwhrt~ounrst~~ndaarnprhaem#~ttndstSscdon2%cfrhc 
-a orthe FcdGnl 

~ n d ~ i 8 ~ ~ n e d o s d u c c o n c h e p m d d r c ~ ~  
i m f P i r o t h e ~ ~ f i E G d O m O f  ~ponr#,tIKftrad5cr, 
mmmhs dnsiao or i d  activities in rtopmklp*ecInrhe& 
of the university. It is an act d e u i m e d  to dv proper C C U I ~  dd. U n h a i j  
or - dam* to fErrivdtypmJxq. (stakslt D*Efplla.Buh. Unhcdrg 
of-2002) 

' I n t h ~ ~ * n r l a o f ~ ~ d K d l t f L r r n t ~ u r m  
detined.H~rcanoryLoakr&&ljrlxd#Mddccrhonchrtthc 
o b o v c ~ d o n ~ t h C ~ ~ ~ U R B f & ~ ~ n d a ~ i m d . a i h c d ~  
wet, inapropcr conduct or scYlnnic or n o n - d d c  o&nccs ia not 
e J d m s t k  
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I 
I 

Studcnts Discipline in Nigerian UahrenW: 'Ihe L U P  of the Crlmlprl Law 

As ndin xral b Ohgbo (&%Xkf3) rhe university n&nr and mImtm th 
dominant values in the  society. ?he behavior and c d u a  dtk rnadcnoM* 
a ~ivenity  is to a greater a e n t  a refleaion of &outside dd ~ 1 -  
ROW ue t d d  into the u n i v d t y  and the m i v d t y . ~ ~  a ddd of 
lemming md character buiIdi.gbu a dury to ind~&dplina ad h&@e 
p r o p e r ~ o ~ n d g i v e z s u r w o f d 3 r ~ o n t o d r c ~ a t i r  ehe 
pt&of&Epitnugc~~m~lrtld&inall 

j 
M1SCONWCTCA5EICbJ~ WIWERSI'TTEQ k MElLl3NkTtOF3AL 

! PERSPEC"WC 

i Ihev iaPsd m s u b p u d ~ a c r s u d c o ~ m p ' ~ ~  
6 . ~ ~ p r n . ~ ~ d o n & ~ , m o r ~ a d t h c ~ ~ ~ ~  I 

f ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ C d i . ~ n d o m h & c a u d c n t h . a d b m b d n d D l r  ~ ~ 1 ~ s i m i l a r , H ~ , 3 w e ~ s o m c d l & r r a c e s ~ 0 n d  

I ~ ~ w r & t d ~ m i s c o n ~ ~ ~ ~ o & d e ~ i % c d p ~ ~  
k is imporcant to state that in the di&rent univcrdics rhc acts to 

daplLyrdauus~cn~~~nm~.omcot~chu.~bbr. 

i Improper CBndua (Univcnity of W i r .  Faculty of Law Pdiq Stprr- 
merit on Students Discipline) 

ii. hnpprophtc conduct (Loma Linda University Student Handbook Title 
5, Womb Code of Rqph&ons, Cnlibornia %ate University) 

iii. Smdznc O&nccs (Uniwdry Bf Waterloo Undergraebte Cab& 2002 
-. 2003; see a h  The Univemiq of Navcade Nqw South WPtto Anogolisr 
b d u K  D k i p b e  We2UO2) 

iv. Acadmk ond Mon-Academic O h c e s  (University of L e d  Saudcnt 
W b o a k  W o n  7) . 

Iht acts subject to discipline indude 
' 

a. P & ~ T h k i s a o a a o f m i a c ~ b d & e g b m ~ d e g . L b  
i where o d e n t  submits or p-ts the work of mocha puson as hit or 

hccownwoh 
b. Cheating in amminations 
C. W W  and BegIccr dunage ofuniversiry property 

1 d Obmwtbn or disqdon afthe acnpcducotional poc- rdminirctao- 
r h n p r o o e s a r o c k ~ ~ c i p m p t l p h ~  

! r ~ g ~ i c ~ r & i d i d i n g t e s t s . ~ d ~ n s ~ ~  
lPfsecTcddab. 

on i g a  subject to ~~ adon nrftbh r URhrrmds)t & 
may ako iduencc the d a m n  of p#r thor my fK dPadfied as Igjrcion- 
duct, improper or ~~ For aq& in dw Faabq of h, U n i w  
of Windsor, Onmie, C h d a  dKnc Is t p d i q  ruwtaYcnr h t  &@line 
s e t o u t ~ d ~ h e L w S a P d & n c s i n ~ U m f f e r a J t p ~ L P O Y ~ ~ o f &  
U~r&ywi&&eap~dJIESlwkacAtf i i r s~mtnf t tecewPbWncda .  
F d t y  of Law, Palicy Sotcmmtt on S t u h t  Dkiphe tb g m m  dw lrrwkftar 
d c B i n t h t W t y . ~ # ) t h C - t  

I &~uides inthewuiomaurive~oi&~s indreodrer~ns . - fbr  

I which stuhrs am didpined in N i p k  to a wry large extent n&a common 

I habits found but not tolerated even within the s o c i ~ .  'Ihe -n below 

I 
h+ghts acts olmimndvct which is not uhwwivt in Nfgulian lhivenitles. 

~ ~ l t t ] F r a o d / ~  
?hemiscon&lcxof~fL;1udor&irannmanronotyncar~1~~~~ 

into& University. In 197~tharwasarPcondPlkdre~tyodLypsas  
m a n y a e u d e n t s f i , u n c l c o h a w ~ d r e i r c u d b x p t e o I n r ~ ~ ~  
cEpcfIadhmthc~nf*cnirg.InInU)OZ,~rachorlr)rofdrr~of~ 
pllMsM ifie munes of scven hundred scudcnts d 
o & n e 6 s ~ ~ m f o % d c u + l f i c r t e s o n d  
ofdrcUnivcc*~~~*.thcscrurr~~oheparnrro6:~ur]r#udentof 
anydylzemmwdar hwuwhkehrveboutea~rrpaarr t&asmdont  
ifoftesdaemquky 9 kf$und&i~yclf 
in pining admission into dae Unlwrsirg 
University of norin Act 1990; U n M t y  
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%=&rrg - -  
Sgwrtting ip dm in relation to hortel 

versities. k k ~n dencc to squat mother 
is a studenr. '&b become a misconduct to 

. 'Thelist 
sides is not 
empowered to lock into any oshu use brwght Wrc .it, whi& is k qlit- 
itty stated in dac gtddchw or lnrla, and thucg. ase to chetrnlrle sucll cases a d  
udd them to the guidehe (Uniwrsity of%& S&nt M~,IX&OR 
Handbook p 42). 

RepiPmPnd 
'Ibis is a wsrning giving to isrudent found guilty of a misconduct with the 

aim of odmodshiq against funur acts. It fs imposed in lcse serto~ls czscs such as 
jumping the queue or a+bg the tPwn 

Rnod- 
lhirbrmQfpurPlqtusdinvc~gwionsc~rorrtl#rryrnfiar** 

~ P n d t b c ~ ~ r m n i r r e ~ ~ o f r h e ~ p ~ c h r t t h e c n i r y ~ t ~ ~ e  
ordercdtoa~poucof~orthe U M t y f 6 r ~ p c t B o d 1 t i s l g e d i n  
such case as threat ofvfoknec ~ d q u r d  damage d v h i t p p -  
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. Forfeitarc o f W  Spacx or Efsdom 
This is imposed in misconduct cases involving accommodation in ha& of 

residence, A mudent may forfcit the bed space allocated or may be ejected from 
the hall of residence. 

smcha%e 
' This form of penalty is spec& It is Inrpoacd.only in a miscmdwc i k e  of 

~ c i n g o r ~ u r ~ O f U ~ y p p e r r y . & ~ h b r  
..the repair of@ done. 

PENALTIES IN OTHER JURlSDlCilON 
' ~ b c + ~ ~ i n o r h r ~ m r o a ~ g e m r n . d m i l ~ t o & e  

N i i ~ n ~ r b a v e . ~ c h a r m a f t w d i & r r n c e s . I h e  
penaleics diaasscd bdau may be singly imposed or in combination with othu 
p++ However they are not d i m r i v e .  . . 

Probation 
lhis disciplinary d o n  is &en cidrsr done or with other penalties. An 

erring sntdcnt may bc on probarion for dre balance of the period of registmion 
at the University in eiu dcpe  p m p m  in which the d e n t  was registered at 
the timc of the &nce. (U-y of Wadoo, Policy 71; Title 5. Celifomia 
Code of ReguIaaons) A d e n t  wich such a disciphary scatus in certain cases 
may be.dismisscQ b r  continued or repeated mhndurx  without furrhcr corn- 
mittee action (Loma Linda University Student Handbook - Discipline and 
4 p e a  POW). . ,= 

~~ilrryg.Orda 
'Lhis is an order remaining a student b u d  guilty f k m  going fkher  with 

tht am of mixonduct. lhis is aJullty in E P ~ C ~  of &cat . to individuals. 

Expllnging of grades or remkhg of Degree 
'Ihis is a penairy imposed in cases h d v h g  Puminuions, asdprnents, and 

work rum repom. ?he grades midd to the student may bc expunged or the 
Degree m d c d  revoked (Univcrsit]r d l k t d o o  2002 - 2003; Ihe University 
of British Columbia CplUrdpt 2002/2003). 

Termination at the end of the quarter 
This penalty is actual dismissal ofthe student found gdty of misconduct 

bur with pchission to complete the courses in progress, provided the students 
' 

conduct is acqEable during rhe interim period. (Loma Linda University 
Student Hindbook) 

Fine 
Fine is an6thcr puulty imposed. Depending on the gravity of the o&ncc, 

the maxhum amount to be paid is stipulated in the guidelines. In the h i -  

e c y  od Letds in Ehe ,United Krrledam, fincs in w p c c h m g  km 
miom O&n= arc M amaunt not exceeding T-q-k pound k;.+us 
cases of mhnducf ar non-sum- cases the am- & h e  must acted 
Om hmdred p a d  (University &Lee& Dist:iPM Regutdm 3eccian 7) 

MXlPUNARY MACHINERY 

InUnhrnldaInNigd..heSentr.hrtnimpmarrdrm~in~ 
lating the conduct: of students. (U L Act 19%, W o n  5) One the gtncml 
fuactions of Senate k Pdmission arid discipline of sdentr. 

POWER TO DI5CIPLUY.E 
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Unhsky Studena 

-STUDENT DlSClPLlNARY UM@MTEf i  ' * 

~ ~ q b e ~ t o I t b p r h c V f c e ~ o r " ,  
IhcPbcrororr~in&ukrrit).ofJ~~hnsbeencrid~bpa)a(lm* 

pg. 73). ).or&q to h h  parrr is 'Untidg and should be 
Accorbg to him, a situation when a Vice Chvldor determines vttieb csse 
to forword or am docs not leave room fbs fahcss, as the commitccc is n ~ t  in a 
position to the Via  -&or powers. 

In the University of Lagos, there ir an Ad Hoc Committee to lo& into dis- 
c i p h q  ers~o @nd sndmcr. In 1986 JK VibiWn panel of the Uthdr)r 
of Lagas ncomqtnded 3w thc Ad Hoc Discipbaq ~ ~ r n r n i f ~ ~ e  in thc U-- 
sity was not sui& for e&dve c & d p h q  caws of students. 'Ihc &en VWZ 
o f t b c U n i r o n h r y ~ Q r h i s ~ n o n d w b ~ i s t h a t r h e U ~  
&odd not have a jd@? in ~ r s i h c c  (Adcrall Republic of Nigeria, 1988). 

In the V&- of Bridrh Chhinbk &da,  the President b cmpweid 
t o a m p a P ~ ~ r y C o r m a j t ~ c o n r n i Q n t ~ T h e t e a a r o f  
r r f e r e n c e m t o ~ r h r r ~ d d t e c o s c d r c p o r t t o d r c ~ ~ t o f  
the Uni- w b  n u b  drc fiaJ &isha (ZInh&q of British h b h  
Aa, Sgtioa 61) In ths Frwkp oflrsr, Uaivmdty ofwindsor Can&, h 
is o d h i p h e  committee compridq ti. members of whom fout are students 
and two am fuil time members b d .  lhe term of rdwcnce is to hear and 
dewmine cheese. 

InFBeU a f h k w a f f i c , ~ ; ~ ~ - = d -  
c a r . a - e v i . r ~ ~ m o F b r r t ~ e c p l f o r ~ & ~ ~  
~ , ~ ~ a e c ( s m d c p ~ n b ) O n r b c o l b r r h u d , h & e  
~ m i . S E P t t U ~ d r e ~ i a & a u d e n t ~ ~ i s  
~ 0 n d u c n d b p a ~ o 8 6 # r ( T i d c 5 , ~ I ; r C o d e o f ~ S d c d o n  
41304). 

Sttdenurts Disciphne in Nig* Univusitiet: l h e  LMrr of the C r W  Law 

STUDENT DISClPLiWf AM2 THE LAW 
'Ihe University b"ivith the milieu of a I;l%tr society. lhcfon, it is not 

devoid of the appkable laws of the Imd. The a d m m d a  of the P e d  
Code in Northern Nigeria (CPp 345 1990) and the Crfmhd Code k South- 
ern N i  (Cap 77,l %MI] has its tsphcatio~ on to srudcnts 
W*c.F'tndy,d ns,students*= h . o f t h c  
~ n d ( ~ c c t i o f i ~ z ~ ( ~ ~ ~ ~ +  ~m).umim~h.two~rr~rr~~rl 
eonduasmilstbe~d~in&eCrvdenla~n,m~htobcalcd 
~ p ~ e ~ I n a q e a u r C ~ n N l l p i r ~ l z e p r v l a d c r & e c q n r r r ~ d d t e  
Co&tSectian4xrimMCOdZ 1 9 ! J O ~ . ~ , ~ ~ O f F b C ~ n ,  
n o o n c a n b c p ~ & r ~ n ] r ~ . c c ~ i n ~ b ~ t h e p r o -  
vioions of& Law (Seaion 33,1999). 

I n D c n l a p e V . ~ d D ~ P n c d ~ ~ ~ C o m m i n #  
( 1 % 8 ) n n d i n M e d i c r l a , , d ~ u r t r l ~ ~ 1 D k l p l l n u l T ~ * . I ) L  
O h D a h o ( 1 W 1 ) d u S t l p r c m e e ~ 6 d d c b u a ~ ~ p d ~ a y  
~ ~ c e s ~ u a d a t h e c a d t a  

hdLaciplEningsrndeMafrrr-olF-ua,rheCEahnnhykpdbrm- 
i " g a ~ ~ & I l c r i ~ h ~ & d k l n c t h P m c h c * ~ ~ ~  
r i v t ~ o n & ~ n h r e n k y p u f o n n a . ? h c y u c ~ b w r d ~ d c h e h  
ofthc land lhe powas given to the Vice OhonacfEor or Pt#idurt in rhe Mlioas 
Univuaity Acts docs not oust the juri3diction and control of the court if the 
power is used out of the confines of the bw. 

Criminal acts are ou~lde the confines of the powers of che ~ n k a i d e s .  
lhrc halimit to the &t towhich the Unhrsitycan .rfindW&hga 

i n ~ ~ i n t h e u ~ e o f C i r b t ~ U ~ o f  
thacthat~saWttowhkhtheUntvctridclandd 

n;mue.'Ihcconrrhcldthasnhedrerornosa~tis 
in~Pffhh.drUnt#ndl)r-to% 
U ~ t y r o ~ e s p i s s l n t o t h e a t m c t d ~ ~ c c s  

impose sanction Er a very pddd dentrt dfEIILdP- 
menta i~td i twUidomorrhumthur~mdKLitcnrtddKrndtat  
(pg. 576). See rho SoSrfrm v. Alrinfeml and 3 orhen (1980) .Zhc plrporc of 
the decision in the case of'Garba is that any attempt by the Vice ChPacellor or 
FrcsidcnttodePlwkherlmirul~wilIbewhnrIrfrarmd~~chercdon 
o f t h c ~ d d r o i d ' I h i m w o s r w c a t c d i n ~ G o f f l n o r o f l m o  
Staq Nwanwa (1997). 

o n l g b c d e c k b d l y a C a u o o f c o ~ ~ ~ C a a ~ ~  
~ c b e ~ d t h e n f b P e b c o n S p ~ u r o ~ ~ p m a f b a l o n d  
~ R a b k d O u b t b y a f o m a l L L P h l ~ * m t o p ~  
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Criminal costs such as h u d  &fr, b ~ , - l s s p u l r ,  murder, rape, gasses- 
sion of fire arms, arson, po-ion and use of hard drugs and membership of 
secret c u b  are outside the jurisdiction of .the University. 

?he universities are not totally pre&ded ftom discipbiq stdents d k g ~ d  
~ t ~ @ t y o f ~ r i m i d a c . c t s . T h e  ~ ~ i t y ~ a ~ a r c t o p i a y i n ~ t h a t  
h t ~ a f d r e  Univcrsityengagd in & i d  MCI w dkipbcdtbrough 
& ~ ~ ; r a % q A t t h e ~ d m e , & e ~ h p j a ~ t m & -  
rPinpe~~bpnd&~chin~~Ther&rr ,ahcrrarnrdcnt i scha$  
~ t h a ~ ~ & c e . b o r v r r c ~ b ~ i n h ~ n d o r Q r o r ~ o n o f  
l i * e r o n d ~ c h c V i c c ~ r h P s r b e l i g h t ~ n d i s u n d a ~ d ~ t o r s k  
the raldult m tunporprv keep off the Uniwrsky pending the ,deadmion 
af the pipl qphs him or h in Cauh (univc~sity of norin Akbqpde,  
2@2& 'Ihic it JS4 the psiticin in Uniwrsiq7 ~f Loedf United Kingdom ~ n d  in 
&c Unirorrtity of Newcastle, New South WJcs Ausuah 

A c c o ~ ~ ~  to the University o f c I ~  sntdcnt Informadon Handboak 
(2001 - 2002 pg. 43) dl crimcrimiaPl cpsts onait be rrpozted to the police for ntc+s- 

ary  action by the Chief Security Officer. The Vice Chancellor must bc duly 
h f b d  of Juch c;rsea ?he 6nal decision ofthe student D i l  Commit- 
r c ~ i n d - o f ~ ~ u l n u u r r r i n d ~ d o n r h e o u # ~ ) m c ~ r h c ~ k  
hatipion. Where a -dent is h d  guilty of a crimid case a co~uc of 
Irw, the mdcnt disciphry Committee may decide to suspend or arpel such a 
srudcnt. ?his position was re-emphasized in the case ofGod&y Adoroh v. 'Ihe 
Registrar, University of Ihdan and Another (1997). ?hr Cwtr hdd that Ae 
power of the University to pwish in cimunstnnw i n v o w  crime is subject to 
dy Moperation ofthcp4~roccsf.~njfbolao~e~tinn~ttheU~~ 
of Leeds United Kingdom by virtue of secdon 7 of rhc SNdtnt Hadbook, 
~ & e ~ i s a ~ ~ p t o ~ e c * t i ~ n a ~ p i a a ~ ~ ~ I h e U n t v c r s i r y m u ~ r  
not takc any action until the policc have ooaduded their proctedinga By v imc 
of Section 7.41 of -&e Student IimdbooE if h e  d c t  of sueh a case is not 
guilty the U n M  ty will take no frrrrha adon on the case. HOWCV~E, if a non- 
custodid sentence is i m p &  the Unidcp may decide in oddidon to p ~ e d  
tinder the Univer~ky dhdphry  nylsdon. If rhe sentence Is CUSCOW, the 
current rrgistrPdon of the srudent & rescinded. In the University of British 
Columbia Calendar (2002 - 2003) it iS that rhc lnyins of a ehPrge under 
the FedcraWPmvincial Legislation or ~ e n c c m u t t  of Civil procdhg does 
not preclude disciplinary measure being d e n  by rhe Univaity. 

The positi&n that the University r n a y p w ~ d  against a student found guilty 
of a criminal act is not against the principk dd& jeop& lhc award of a 
a r d b t c  and a Degree is the sole p r e r o ~  ofthe Univudy. Ihe certificate 
is d c d  based on ieuning, charactwand tr rhc d of a *e 
at tRe Univdry of Ibadan, fbr cxpmptc, citodon & r e d  by the 
~ a t a U ~ n c e r e m o n k s .  

"Vice Chonccllor, the pcmns uho will be pnscnttd haw fitffilled 
r r q u i r r a ~ a f f o f J L c ~ ~ m d ~ ~ o f t h e ~ ~ e n i ~ o f l b P d u , ~ n d  

I n s o m e ~ , o t h t r f a c u x s a r c t a k c n i n t o c ~ ~ d u r f n g ~ t s  
are not p~wecutd FOG i r t t h e ~ o f M k b i a ~ W d l h m d  
An&r v. &kdy/irf (1995) a ctse of t~pe, the p o b  their 
invatigationncarmnmdedusfoltovr: 

Judicial d o r i d e s  hrvc w ~ u ~ d g  cmpbdzcd ohrr: wdrh regads to 
+domestic a&im or problems of rhe lhivadq, that thetirimr or Vice Chanced 
lor m u s c r c s c n c ~ e G x r i ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ ~ .  Itfrfbrchisreoron 

dla t - rypakrQn-$#r tn tobZi r r rbsmd 
s m s r c d i n A t i d t o r a l d o r 5 1 c a r : C A . ~ V i c a  

$verdey of Ilk antt 0thCt.s (1985). Ia AWm Bmra~ ' k c  (1995) the 
c o u w l f b r t h e ~ t c o n & n d e d ~ ~ U ~ ~ ~ o p a n c r t o d e P l  
*dK~~~Ofnp'Ih.L.msd*(irpoebHrMdchdrunirralq 
W d 6 a c : i t s b i t b p ~ t b e ~ o d a p ~ ~ o d K p d i c c ~ ~ a ? h e  

< I  . * 
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-.. ' domestic issue. He funher d: 
I '  

. A 1  The University must have power to discipline its students. Sntdurts 
go to the U~iWftity to acq&~ d k i p h c  and dK V i  C b d ~ t  
and the Univtrsiry ~ u D h o r i q  mast how a r@ht Pnd indeed r d=q 
~ r e c t o n o r d c r o n d ~ ~ i p c k c i r ~ ~ u ~ t h c W  
~ c r r i t y ~ t n r s r h c ~ ~ c t o n d r o p u t i ~  
a p p l i a n t s m ~ ~ ~ ~ d t b c ~ k b n a t h r r h c ~  
to brce to prosecute the a d  othcis imolrrd 
(Pg. 15) . 

lheCo l l l~~h?ye in~coscs~rhPt&eyarauMnocmeddkin to  
the dommic &irs of the U-ig Ihcy have held that &ts d of 
~ n d u e t m u s t a c h w s t t h e ~ i t y d i f b r d i o d p ~ . c c i a n s a n d  
eppedsbaforraPpeo l ingto the~dh&arrdrrsJ . (hrc inv .Wiq  
dlkdur. 1985) 

Xn lo much a & &-tRb&notint& in the domercic 2&irs of 
& W n ~ ~ ~ r h e ~ o a a d - ~ J l c ~ e m p k o f ~ e f o r & d ~ A  
B n r Q M w h o i s n o t & t d w i & t h b d E C b i O n d t f P t d b c i p ~ ~ Q f  
rhrh~qhasn~~tooetkndfie~nr~oflpop&clbrnseing 
dl intad d m e r i c s .  for appeal 'l'hm arc usually in c a m  of icrepbritits 
tantamount to a denial ofngbs, O f p t  i m m  to chis papa is the breath 
of the Rk af narural justice. "lhjs power uf judicid review of & University 
dminbmuon is mgrded as a sacred pillar of democracy though chicivcd as 
counter majorirkan (- 1999). ?he of the plinciplc~ of 
d jt&ce in &&+ in & ?.Tdv&5y is a below. 

STtrDEMT DISCIPLINE ANDTHE RULE OF NATURAL JUSTICE 
"Zhe power of the vice ~hurccllor of a Univedty or the President ta dis- 

*e a sntdent fw rnisconkt may be so wide and sweeping, but rhiy 
not etefinitdy urncisable in -0. It is subject to chc due observance of the 
p r m  ofkw and rhc principles ofthe mk of law, such ~ m d  

Ottret +ural s a f e g d  for rhe due maintenance of Irw pnd 
o&. B e  Courts hPve n- denied that a U n i v e  is entided to corrrmu~ce 
d b d f h ~ ~  pr0cdin8 ag&~t a& f w h ~ ~ o s  bUt id d l  P I M C ~ ~ -  

mun be conducted witf~ the pdndpk d d  fanice as dnfbrced in rhe 
&igcrian constitution. Failure to comply may r d e  in the whok p r k  being 
dcdPtcd null and void, 

In insrilliry discipline chrwrgh & ndow W &- 
d . b o v c . C I K V i c e ~ ~ ~ ~ P r c a i d e n t o r ~ o r ~ ~ m m l a c e P r s i g a t d  
m h u d l c a n y d i n p l i n y - ~ ~ ~ m o b . r n d c d x c c c b r n L i o f  
natural*o.*rbc~~~&k*~hprruuthrthpm 
visions of the af& Fcdd &pbk of N ' i  (1999) rrlrdng 
m d u ~ d ~ u m u , ~ g u r c o m ~ l i t d r i h h c r u l a d b i r h a r i n g  
m u s t . l a b c ~ b l l ~ i n w P ~ d m d s r d b d p U n r  

, & 

198 / 

- b  &&d-l*hx*jm-d&L 
P m  to. A snulcnt must be made to know the fomphint 
a g a i n s t h i m o r l t a N o ~ ~ n s h o u l d b c ~ o g o i n s t a & t  
~ o u b f i r S t n M i E g i r t g t h c ~ t  of the caw. Bywircucofumhn 36(6) of 
r h e 1 9 9 P C o n w d t u d o n o f d K F o d e m l ~ o f N ' ~ , a p u r o a ~  
o f a n o & n c c i s c p d d c d o m o r q g o t h u ~ t ~ b c ~ e d h ~ d r h c  
n r t u n a f & ~ d f f m e . ( M ~ u u i b u a r r l P ~ ~ b c i p ~ l n o r p ~ d b p ~ l r l  
Y, OEonkno (21)01) 

! -  - 
I 
I ~inotherp.'Ihe~~nadt]roflbdurdAnachcP(1995).bheCourt 
i 
I h c M t h p t t h i s d e b u b e c n ~ r a t c d l a t o t h c N ~ ~ t h r t  
I a ~ ~ ~ l l ~ ~ l ~ n o t b c c o ~ ~ ~ B e o r $ ' I h e ~ ~ h d d d u r  
I t h e p r i n c i p l e d h i r h ~ i s n o t a  tcchalcPlonebm a nrlc of rabscpnco. '~hc 
I test is objectiveeand not subjective. This nrk of adl denam pwm is to be 

applied in a l l  cases in which a decision is to be akcn md in any mamc whder 
judidal, judicial lJhe jn a ~~ case or rvsn a purely rQlfnisvntiw 

I proceeding. See Oyeyad'v. Comddona- of Load Govcmcnt, h u a  Stl# 
1992; Oloodwva v. Smtc (Supnmc Court, 1998) 

I 
i I c b a ~ o f d j u s d c c ~ ~ ) ~ n r n u s t b c o ~  inhisorher 
i o w n a n r c I t b ~ t h c p r 5 n d p l e d d ~ f $ r a  IccCLEuKelkrr 
i 

f 
t o + ~ n a c p t c E h n ~ r & c a h i m o r k ( R . V , C b r n c d t o r d t h e  

i Univeniy of Cunbaidge. 1723). In Gubsv. University of Mnktuguri (1986). 

f thcDepatyV~Choncellorwhowreavicrimdas~ampl%einvo~some 
s n r d e n t s p ~ a s d r P l r m r n o f t h e S N d c n t ~ C o ~ i n ~ c o o r -  

! d v l c e w i t h d u : ~ 0 r n ~ i a ( 6 6 U ~ A 4 . I h t ~ & m ~  
1 gui I tybythedtt~t i ledurrct ionincount8uthcaun~ofth is  
I p a r d c u l o r c o ~ e w p s ~ ~ p r i n d p f e ~ E d ~ I h c e o u r t h d d  
I 
I 

thuthcoctafrheDtpnryVkrChoncdlormcon~mthcrule6fnd 
jusice, as he annot be a)udgc in his cnvn ~nuse. 

I ~t i sP l so imparry l t tonopedlPtrhe&cndrulcs t tcr ton~in~  
climinolproccedlrrgurfitndrrmd~hroaur~urduerpplkrblcin~ 

I ~ F a c a P r e p l c , r s t t a d c n t u n w t b e p i a u m s d i n n ~ ~ ~ ~  
I 
C 

I RIGHTS OF APPEAL 
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jScction 10 (2) U & Act lm k t b n  17(2) VVvc&y rgf Bmin &, 19W; 
Seaion 17(2) University of Calabar Act, 1990 The University ofBritish Colum- 
bia Calendar 2002 - 2003) 

?he procedure for appd wries from one UnEvemity to anothe~ in most of 
the Nipditn Universitia, che appcal is to r h  Ushsity Co~~:iiwirhin a stipu- 
Ia tu Ipr id  I n t h c U ~ e I s i t y a f ~ E h c ~ t o a p 1 " 1 i s w i t h i n f o u r ~ c n  
days diet the decision d& anmiftcc,?bc~~~cil conuninec on dkiphiuy 
~~sonrcceMngtlu:~fiPm*dQltk&rd&ursthemtritd~r~ 
and reconamends to C o d  1& i n t e r p w n  of the provisions on qyd is 
~it~notinP~ll~g~alCUaOllSbPdi~ofrlJpeoLIt~p~&thztisonly 
w h u e t h c p e d q ~ i s a  af&Lm3utmdenth;rsa&tof 
a+. (Section 10 (2) U l z -  &om in all other University 
An,inNf@)Inthir~'soira,rhis~~tbt&~~~+.N~rmcterthe 
s & o n ~ e n t o a ~ t i n a ~ ~ ~ ~ # h e ~ t s h e ~ b e ~ d t ~  
eoetrisethcrighf torppeaL 
h h; of ~ritish Cdurnbir ~.hdu (2002 - 2003) the h r e n t  

has a +t of in any dccidon of* ~~ to the S c l l ~ a  c a d t t e e  
on ~wdcnt~~~donAcaduaicdklpline.lhtrmdemlptonotifyrhc 
in writing within fbrcy-five days & the irma fbsa $re Ptesidcnt. At 
the Faculty of Law, UnWmi y ofwindsor -0, in the P$lcy stiltement on 
scudcnc discipline, the appd in a dkipinory is to a Discipinary Appeal 
Committee. In the University ofLeeds in the Udted Kingdom, a student has a 
right of appeal to the Viu Chul&llor. In Loma Linda Uhhrsity, a student who 
does not Meve 3rc discipk is appropriate has a nght to request the Dean of 
the School in writipg for a mi- by th. ~ Y C  cummitter. 

RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSION 
As stated in Garba v. Uniwrsity dMaidiqpd (1986, pg. 577) a University 

Student is rr pri~cless asset and he or sk is 0 ~ 1  dw dueshold of a world of useful 
service to the natian. They an not rbore tkc laws e f  rhc land but care should 
bctPkcnJutinrhcp~~~esoofdrsciptinurg;heyuunotdcsuoybysti%m?tizing 
them with gwilc of ofhas  d a s  p m d  gulirj by a corn or unless due pracess 
is. f o h d  in a disciplinary 

Having momined drt rPles md regdad- a to studulrs' discipline 
and the rule of m d  justkc cht following sugphns are d c :  

An attempt should be made to define rhe r u w  misconduct in relation to 
s n d e n d W ~ c L i . ~ . d d & y ~ d o n v h c n ~ t a m ~ & ~ ~ ~ n a  
defined rvcn when it is \wd in the Consticoclon. k fccwcs room far rmbieuify 
and pmbabk abuse. 

'Ihe restriaion in the pppd pmca~ s h d  bc mi~wed.  Agpcrls should 
b c p l b n d t o q ~ i n & c a c r w h e n a a u d a r h k m h d @ q ~ n  
aggrkcd d e n t  who has bced a dLdpllny cornmitree found guilty and 
g h a a ~ h m c n t ~ m i n a u a ~ p ~ d o r v m b P r v m ~ o n h o a l d  

4 .  be $rrn apd gpmnir).  d&oppcal. lhis is hrmx my pmnmce- 
ment afgvik is an indictmat on the d n t  

Per Onnoghcn (JSC) in University of norin v. A b r o p d e .  (2002) 
II . 

& 
A k h h m k G .  1 9 9 9 . W * a z i y ~ d D ~ h M . O . d ~  

O l u r e m n ( E 6 ) . * m * a n d ~ -  
Iwqe: * a f l n r ,  ogunstla Unlvcnity a-Ago 

ALintrmi and O h  v. Fkfesmr 6. A. Onwnmdi. Vice Ch.ocdlor Unhraoiry of 
&rndhdKI.(lWS)Ni~W~LawRcpwc(NWLa)plrrt(i&~& 18. 

hfiebon AU- Wdl E m  dr Anothu v. University 0fIb.d.n (1995) M/553/95 ddh 
c d  by Jh A d .  

Aodn v. Univudry of Ibrdna 1985. Suit No. CAIII163E84 of22 May 1985. 
BuDgbQsc,O~tl]nmLL~C~mdYowhinNigtau~~la~krtbb 

nuc1"cisrrb Cnhug. Ed Toyin Falola. D u r h .  NC: Carolinn A& Pras. 
B h  Law Dictionary SQ Ed. Pg. 901. 
crirainnlCodcActCly,77kwsofthcFedtredonofNigerl.l990. 
D c n l o p r v . M c d l c l l u r d ~ ~ d o l w ~ ~ ~ ~  1968.44N&- . 

nirkraRrprrr(ANLR)%Sn.Ira-dwRrrhknenDtd- 
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1995.87. 
lP= - 
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tamel. 
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