
Higher educrrtFon has been the fastest'expanding samr in Nig&;d in .. . lb past thirty&'.- 
' years. Since. thk. 1~6&::'tfie exmion of - higllet -et&tcadon I11 a .-..-i,. 

1 3;lceorn~naa~on fdPsiu&n~t .%~e woiomie si lua( i~tj  in i~ COY r t a ~ p  -v 

g~v&rnment.stlbsidy, which hilhai, was used amongst ulher thi~~t~tecohsuucin)n'^ 
2 .  : ofsiudcnts' hostels. There was s threat to the midcnliol p,licIes of;aqmy Univmitius. 

' 

/ * 
arid cvenmnlly this led to sdnlc of them chaj~ging tllcif rcsidOntiP ~~ to pliuhafl',,. ,.,, ,. 

c 
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calnpusbf n0n-rcsidenlial plicics. ~oincorhcr ~~\iv~'rsities. cs~~ccially llic ncwcr O I I ~ : ~ .  ! 

k0n l  inccprio~ adopled the nan-residential policy. 
Solneprablcms arose from the: iiubalancc in thc number of students tldmittul : I I I L ~  

the cxWng and inaclcquatc,accomn~odation.,~is position lccl to ap imbalance in thc 
SYStcm, resulting In many students beconling dcnioralized, c.lisorienlatccl and I 

disarganizcd. This situation thcreforcg:~11'cx:1cd I11e emdemic performance af llie 
studcnts in general. l i 

With theexpansion ofItigf~ereducation in Nigcria, tile number of studems that arc 
offered adnlissian increased and a sex imbalance was observed i n  thc number ol' 
siudenfs admitted. More male students arc admilled compared lo their fentulc !+ 
COUnterpartS. Thc factors responsible for tlle intbalunce include cultural and socio- 
Cultural factors. (This is outside the ambit of this IYJ~CC). The Universily ol' Ibaclarl. 
Nigeriahereinafterrekned to asU,I. in the 3996/1997 session adrrlitted a total nualhcr 
oC twenty thousand, four hundred and thirty four audcnts (20,434). The hrcakdown by 
gender sllows tisat thirteen Lhousand, five hundrcd and lwcnly (13,520) out of Ihc IoIal 
numberofsrudcnts weremalesandonly six thousand ninehundrcd and fourteen (6.9 14) 
about one third (113) were fenlales. (Universily ol' Ihatlan Calendar 1996- 1998). : 

.Tlzi~ pper.Eocuses on,thc.ien~alc sludcn~,itl i ~ n r ~ i c t ~ l a r , ~ ~ ~ ~  nlisrnatch hctwcal . 
studcntsr admission and llle existing bcd spaces is Inure glaring w h a l  the numhcfi 01' . 
Scmalcstudents' admittedin higlcr institutions is cr~iyparcd lo11?(:existing hri Iilicx ;nritl 

.L 

bedspaces available for femalesturlcnrs. A lot ofstrcss is caused to the fcmalc sl~~clcrlls 
and the effects are devastating. The coping suarcgii:~ rhat.art: devised by~hc  re111a11: - , 

I > 

srudenrs in overcolning the stress caused by rl~c prnblcnls of accommodatioi~ ill 
Nigerian universities is the crux of this paper. ! 

A lo1 of references will be nude to the Univcrsiry or lbadan. The reason is 1ll;rl. 
I 

I '  

this University wasthefint Universily that wascst;iblishCdin Nigcriain 1948. and 1iel.c ! ,  I \ 

are a lot of similarities in [he accommodntion si[un[ions in Njgerii~n Univcrsilies as a . I 

while. Coupled wiffi tlleabove fact. [he prcqcnl wrircr. was an Assistant Hall Wardcn in I 

rile biggat felllale hall in Ute University for five ycnrs (5) anti Acling War$cn or Lllc 
smie hall ibr one mon11.1 (I). 

Finally in this papw, some recomalendations o n  Ilow lo imprave the silutttion nrc 
made. - 
Students A c ~ i n s d a a i r r  Wigwiao UnivcrsZIies 
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p e r ~ ~ n t o n o r o r ~ ~ ~ v l r o n r n & : .  H c ~ ~ u l  tlwl wiWn~ywith in  the Uninmmily 
.%?; . rn 

* '-1-5 1; 
, hasahbstan~alh~~ctoa~intens i tyof  r\ studcn~scxp)surcto ~hecollcgecon~n~urrily : 

, , :  .. and t h e ~ ~ $ ~ ~ ~ $ i n c 1 i t : , ~ 6 ~ 1 ~ $ , 1 l ~ ~ s y ~ c n 1 r l l o w s  tlx: student lo spu?ul; i .  
d ~ e  out. of''&ik&& ~ , w ~ 8 % ~ w ~  cnnctucik ai'bmad puspeniks, n&hc '"- . 
sensitivity. .irrtetlecWal ,wrICrsity and stimulrrliw' itv~r;iclion. (1967) With all 'lllc f 
~urn~nk~n~a~6fof~denti81~accon1n~ati ;it t ~ t t i ~ s .  tile Univ&ity of  lbut~:$ri. f 
which e m b m  the l'tilly res;idcntiaI syslem a1 its irwcplion, now operates r l l e  pailG?b -.! ,.. 
off campus system for same &its stuQerits. 4bx: . . - I 

?-- T4 have a 'tjm yiew oPtlle state of sruchlu' ~zccommodation, It i s  desinbi'c' 1. 
r s  , . ~ : ~ . & y . @ b ~ 1 ~ , - - . -  

-2% m discuss the non-midenrial systml of  acmmmcxlaiiirn. - w - v  

I 

Non-Residentiai Accommodation 5 * 
I 

Tbissueof non-raidenlid sysfem of accon~n~odalionin Nigeria has beenextcnsi vcly 
discussed. According ro (he Fdenl Gpvmnrnent 'or Nigeria (1981). thc" adoption of a + 

noa-resldentiaf systemof accommocla4ion is a oScxpanding the University sptem 
brImring.~~cargumen~isthat i t  will enslhlcmt~rcsittrlcnrs la be adnli~t&. 11 can likn 

t 
I 

besaid thtl~ll~ci11lMductSonof1hissystc11~0facc~~1~1z11~~(f:rio I N r t  U i ~  1 . 
,was bused on Oomn~crrr lblicy. ! .  I 

Rynn (1977) on Vtc orkr hand said tlrc' systcei i s  dcBtable baause  or' Iltc - ! 

exotbitantcostrcquired forlht:buildingofdccunl ruicknlial accomnrodalio~t mnsidwinfi' 
the severe econontic constrttia The clanlor for off auzt~pm living by m l e  i nstilurions I 

could U~en=fombeaItributed to inxfcquatc funding. Slrccfcling ntoce light on this, 1Li11ic I , , :  , 1 

a1 txpcricrrw llwl - 

under any systcn~. Hc'said, i t  ifh~tzjd he qziia cnougl'i io siuriy, with 
tfilnsportalion system. n clcan environntcnt, it sheirld I~cal'TiadShle. will 
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, - Sijr b w k s  nntl movcmcn~. a pr6visionnrrJn oppwtunity ror rccrention :~n(lwuid IiTcnmt 
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overpolwlation in the halls of midcncc. R#\ fws paid by the students Tcir 
accommdatlon In the Univmitiw is very low when canpared with thc rc111 

.paikJ fa- housing ,ouddo Uw University and by the off carnpus stuclcnu. 
'.Many students therefore prefer to Uve in t k  halls 07 residence Chic lo .l@s 
reason < >* 

* .k A?&:.. 

c. Sq~,dtters: The p m n c e  of squatt61.s is  cutl~mon fenlures in the h o ~ , & . ,  , 
midem, ThcYZ art3 ifiog?di occupams livi~lg wilhin the I ~ i t l l ~ T b & y ~ @ t I ! ~ * ~  , 

access to t l ~  halls through the cmix%~tioii oitllr: legal wcupunls dllxtf ly 
paying pact of the accomn~odation fcc or  by kin2 rclotcd or liienUly with 
tile legal occwpants. T?E result is illat 11tc nunlbcr 01' stu'dtnls living iil till! 
halls is more than the available facili I ies. 

2. Kmidenceh Boys Q~~urtcts': Tliis isano~twooz~tmun riatun: in 311 rile Uni vcrsi lies 
with accomnldarian,'l'I tc 

tlcnts now sprad 1knrt;ile 
R C ~ S  of nlelnbcrs of staff ogftb &*;,:, ,-. 

onened, slang for .PDr~jd:~; 
rabfcKmgt hyfhe ~%%ki*?- 

c.11arcxi and is outragcoin ddc n - - .  : 
I 

8 .  

in this type of a c c ~ r n m o d ~ ~ ~ c ~ n  a : 
acxs in tlre hallsol' resillc&<? " ' ' 

nl to a particular Randsrtl. ! 

Iu: hall of resideitce. Ollwr .,ye .=... ." ,' 
reasons arc pritrdcy, the nccd for a large spacc. quiet environmlt aad bcaf icttl . , 
wil hin [he University. 

>. Inadequate /"rm&: The inadequacy or funds 10 17na11~~ tlreopecllltirmsof mt: 11311 
. is another conlmon feature- n ~ i s  is causcd by wonmllc stagtlitsion. fn ll'tc PSI 
years, Uu: Govcrnnlent gave subsidies for nitwing tfm halls. Wowcvcr in Oelrihcr " 

1984, this was withdrawn nnd?lw University hwlga nxfuCcd. Th is  has g~~ i t t ly  
affected t\lc servirxs and Cacililia it<aili\hlr: in  r2n. l\allS. ;>. 

*. -,- 4 C 3 .  --.. .* 

4. Poor~~ciEin'~:~1iSf~n~n:h~h~n~ltrib~lhito;1~~~pr'pula~iionandinadcquatc 
funding. 'll~ services arc poor, the anicnilics :Irc in:ttfctlunte and many of lltc . 
faciiitics hdvc broken down. 111 a stirdy ol'ltalls ofrcsida~ce in the Ut~ivcrsily I~I '  
Ibadan, Sanumi ( 1  990). abscrvcd ~hili ;ilx,tt~ nirrcly sceh per ccnt {9791*) 01' Ill,: 

respondem agrccd that o v a  popul;ttk~~\ is  had lilr I\% facitiiis. TIN amcnitics' 
refired ra includr? beds, beddings. warrlrolk?; :~nd toilcl i ~ l i t i w .  a 

5.  Imbalance itr I;eitiale/Male NoslcL~ ond ffcd S~.wtef;: Then: is  gcml l  y ur 
Irnba1;am Of male and fet'nnlck~~ls. Ttw lirsl ittr~z: h:fils~'miidctll;c that wvenf 

.a 

rn 
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m 
pcrniiu.This:is n r ~  lu~t#w ;I Taturc in  ~hc  s~urtvnls' rcsiciential ~ct9;)tt1r11ct&i&.iiCi1i ~ 

1 1 1 ~  Utdvmiiy c?f lhadan alllwugh i i  was ~)tl~r: IISCCI in <h,hreci~ Eliesbr'ttr If ti:tll. 
Therc arc trdvnnti~gcs am1 distdvantagts ~ I I  illu rrsu wtrr)tl li)r cari3inrcticwl,~ 

*I 

C/~rrribcierd~~~lap1n~tt~:TR~i$c2vidcsn~~:ul~l'~111~~ t;rrrir on chucitorur dclvct6pqp~ - , 
oClhc~tut1~nls tllat'tlrc raitlcnr oncurt~pta,Tl~crc arc pruvisi01~~inpl~c1trd&k~1@ , 

r l~ i s  f: ~ 

i. Solllatexpclienct.!! af%eials :Ire q > p i ~ l t ~ y l  :~~ f io~ ' lg~ I  thcwnior fcillnle or IL$IIC 
~~~mL'tcrnof ttw-academic stot'l^ortf~c utll~iyu'xjiy to lrtcrtlar shd lo look nficr 
fllc welf'are of students and lo cnsurc dix-iplilinc. +-. . - 

ii. Tflercarc! laid down nrlus :!nu reylrrlitrns &a1 must be m~lplicd 
sfudents ih the hulls. . - \- 

@ $ * * - ~ ~ - ~ ~ ~  *;%' < . * 
~-t3'1~~"sc3tz '10 (ht. 
M Wdfate: t3rlarcl;' 

v. Them are.pc'tners encf supt:~isen in all flw 11lalls 10 n>l)nitor 11% acli vi1ii.s in 

i n *%n * , d n k r . d %  .*I - I , * -  ,- - # , & A *  +?,pi-'&.i -, 
9. Rni:kc&#tg: This is a tkrtwc rtlu$dtij I~IC rar it~l;tif~ation f x w m s  

11 has .tmn ri ~Bfi'crut problet'n and it is :I fqnn ctf r;%pIr3itniun at' I ! 

inugtwd, "%c autkevrities in raticmalidng !la 1w;I slr;l~rtr, devised nrla :!t~tf 
%f 

t regtilafion3 arid gn'oriPi2ed how bed spurn ~ $ 1  I t  given tsul to students. Unkr 
' \  
f l  illcnrle&, first ywrztld tipal ycarstudcnts, filrci&nxtuLkcnis* handicapwst~cknty,;~., , ,J' 

and hall extxwtives were all yivw priority libr rjhvioss r ~ ~ o n s .  Krtckrttzring IGI~,,~_- I . . 
beenartdbyIqiai,t0 ina&qwateW spaas. As a fitrma al?icist ol'oncbf tile re~iraid - 
I~alls, Tt was diSwvm% that the issueof pobw~y C~)U~CIII'I he ruled out as a 1'ckCIrlt: -A 

encot~ag3ngrzl~ketoerfng;This was found 0111 a~;~~~ icca tun~t s Iuc fen t s  wlnl 
ttre in need of monky especially the indigen1 cfr self spomdrcd slrrdefits or rlru3y ' 

[hat may want lo exploit otiw siudmls. S~tcli stecfwlQ on the priority lisl m.~y 
detddc to "sellp the bed s p x  to a k r  Ch%pL'ratr: 31Kf aftlent stu&qfs a1 nn 
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strandadat cllffmht hops or waving down car owtrw for o lift in tha private a w &  

~hedi&usstonso far has conwntrald on the rc$idct~tial form of accxIrnmddflo;.'&; 
for Nigcriansrudents.T6 havea balanced vicw.rI~c iixrlt~rcs c~filre nun-nsidbhlinl l i v f l  
of accommodatjon would bc discuss&. nu hiriw c ~ ~ r i c n c z s  of thc olW Fa 
Universilies witl1'rtzgitrd lo stu&rns* aCcnrnmc~lsri~~r rcsulteU in Ihe~evolollon o 
non-residentiai accosnmodli~on in Nigcdan Universities. For cxanrple, tM U 
of Lagos and the unr'vmity of Jos tlrat wrc: c=sl,rhlislk%l a ikw y u r i  13~tT~tt1br 
non-rcsicfentials~eq.lnNigeria,rmrry~lahiislwc.I Sri~tc Uniiersil4cs ]!kt: I hcC)gu%L: 
Stare University, Agody@y& O p n  State odopktl litis non-rcsidenrial system. In  $ 1 ) ~  
case bf University of Lagos, it  was prittlrtrily com.-civd us n University, which is 
expccrccl to provide tuition to non~r~idenlial sluclct~r 
change. Factors such as highrent cost of transportat ion 
rcvicw of the non-residential policy. Prcsenlly, flrc: U n 

, Nigeria are highlighled below. 

1. Inactive Parft'eipation of tile I~isiitlr~idir,tt: St~nic of t l ~ c  
Nigerialhat adoplcd the non-resikotial ptlity made 
I h & S W h @  in SRlingdown in r l l cnt icam~~ts  ~ickncc tlweugh n t r t 4 t ~ & ~ * ~  r Cm.4- f -- I:-+- -* 

. call& the-lodgings Oficw. n#: duty of tlr: h ~ d g i n ~ s  o m ~ ~  is to idc'tll~y 
and ncgclliiitc= for goad raidcntiai acr?)~rt~i~tutatirtn Ibr itle studcitts war tlw 
UnivttrSity. Thf3 id& is lhai such accv~n~ntrdation should & Urdv~sity: 

owwer in wlity. tl& f s  n a  Mcasa Tlrc Unitz't'sitics arcrtot actively invt~lvccl 
in cnSuring that studib\ls rh-tit'aa'ixlt pn~vidrlsl witlt ;~ccomn.nxlaLion on campus ~ v t r l w 4 - =  % %+ - 
down properly. Thc mth is that. auctclnts nritkc Iltcii- lxrsond antlagmreflts will1 fl\s 
'owners ofany'building whew t l ~ y  an: lucky to lind u vurt1111 uparrnlcnl. 

2. Poor Transprtafion Syslcrri: Gcncrxll y, r llc tr ~ i~spnal i t jn  syncti1 in UNIV
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such houses deoclxls on wl~aher ir  is in a hiJ 
. .I  \ .* -* 
: .'*++4*, 4 "2 
;; 2$<4$-%.x= 

<l.- -i 
3- . $&-w",+;**$ 

.- or& rirr ~~ic~~rnn~odirtSoll mar the m q i u s .  
L"ES. I:*TWS like idgh ZW # ~ d  troll- 

a ~ h b i l i l y o t m n ~  wirnin Ihe vicinity atGc1mp)MWfbr lhe wi 
.-?. , , .., of , - sludgnt's ., , .,I\ PT oU'catips -I 

rusidtwe , s .. aw:ty , -. fntt~r lilt3 U~~iversity.. ' ." . . , . 
nmt&ant%j r& <I!&D& I& dnl;ltiok tli~mim~* 
in ntntry Nigeria UniqcrsilieS. He mid 

.. 7.1 

I "Many hostels in Nigerian Univcrsily cannot claim to provide 
healtWIearning environment fur fheir s~udcnts. The oflICIa1 students , .,**&- _,-. ., . ,+ 

alfocrrted to each roo111 olle~exceecl llic nuttkhcr Sor w h i p  Ule monl ' 
.was originally built. U~~aurhorizd clolr't~pi~nts ng&r;tvatc thc situarion. . 

"rile toilet and bolhrO~n? facilities art: ~ n a h t c  kr 1'0f)l: w i t h t l ~ e i n c w , ~ & j i + ~ ~ .  %.% .. 
' 

Rudellt population, crmling hcalth I~azsrds apart from the ~ g ~ t l v e  
; - ! ' psychologicat effects thc s1um;environnwnI has oli aurdencs" 
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nlc p ~ O b l ~ m  . I l s i n & ~ ~ ~ f t h e p ~ ~ ~  ~ U I I ( ~ I ~ W  of %IU(&I~W' ~(CL~rn~lwUa?ft~n in Ni@wi:i,fic i 

l k a v ~ c a ~  a ioi.ofsuws.fw~t~~nur gcneraily atxi kn~xlen~~winpnicuiar,?%~ ";;4: . ,."..& have reacted to (hcpoblm]n =lious ways aijd haw dcvjwl many stmlcgia lo ~wpeg,~ r -  

will1 Lhc piob1cnrs.W ~ & a i e s  are diswsseci kIotvY ,&w:d , ~ 

/ 
- 1  ' .  - 

(1) 
&& 

*yEny-othcr countriesgbii +-- e - t i - t i 
~wt l~ou@ there an: generators 

i 1.. e z - 
As the student intake incre;d;;b in UE ~nivus i i  irs & ' a c . r t ~ n ~  f ~ , w a ~ e r ~ ; l l ~ ; ~  -1. - . 

in=&. Thrz welb dog the kkh~lles tnrurntrrcrj sq sddiiional \Hat& , 4 

bccanie inqdquatc, It has knobsewd,  rluc chc fcnl:tlcsludeqIs t~sc more w i 

~llr31r nlalec~u nferpans,** ,"" nl'::* '?.." 
-." .... A - . - -  ,'- aq.%$f A: -.w -. ,- $1 

Thc cdping s m g y  devised &c'vr:nt a sltusful stale by thehtiiale scudcr~ls is * i 

tl~c ~~seot"ermnd bys1* to fel& wat& for% tokcn 1 ' ~ .  1 1 ' 1 c s r : ~ * e r  boys" arexly*fl ly $9 i 
Ore clildrert of the junior n ~ e r n k  Of staff. who Ii  YC wilhin the U~liwrsity. tlry@8"&?%.; - - -  i ' 

. . .; . arwnd &.female halls nfttx.smoa( burs  lo usqisi. IIIIC f~tnttle S(UC~&IIS IU ~ C I C I ~  ~:it+q&&-m%~ . .c- 

or wasR c;Soihes in r~lum for &loken sunwI' nloncy. T. t 
i . , 

. (2) Useof tarrnp~~ bn~msacldCa~~d/cs: To it,pc with thepcoblmtol: . '9, - 
- .  t 

power.faiiure, students resoir to illc irsc t,f remeria or c d i q  

C gxt~tgetlb!elar& fw the moreaSlluct~i srt~&n:nu,%a cztndlcs and I d  
arc not madwive tq- k l c h  and sttfcty. 

(3) Squagitjg: '%qmttinb@ Is P Slratqy dc~i.sd by I 
tkhc:pml;rlen~ of inideqln;lteW spaces. '€lw twn is r 
a student who is nor legally-given a m ~ m ~ t l t ~ t i r  
ways in'the hall with a frhd, rclativu XK ikth~w sudent at O 
charg~(See ~ - 2 ) 3 u S i l l g a l  audw - i?=ci-tfJc? A 

*occupant whqpm~irs  ~ h ~ s q n a ~ t c r  is ;r~:I:i~rdl;rcly". 
aPrulb and rcj~tlatign!!of~~~l thq Wnivmilics :~ncl ~liou 

- .--*rrcoiKlonaz(lrisfiic~hrBp~~(kit&~I~,~~~Ci.(~g k:) 
* -  . 
1 _ -- 'I,,, t p .-- - .c -+ 
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i 1110 r l~e  cnmpuscs. TIC cnhs uwrzrs cls~ri!~ st)lnc at~lrwrii of motley C L ~  lfw 
switv!i. Mostiy Ilw fclnsfc sroctcnts tlsC  tic ftrcility wll;llu wtlbc rrtiwt 

dqxcssion in Pdibeficl. TIw fc~rtalr: ~ ~ K I C I I I S  Ilavc: utw colxxf will1 tllc ,q 
si~uariun of ina&pu:~tc tr~nspclnririrm systcll, hy itsking for a rick f i c r ~ n  c:~r 
owiwrsi.c~rnitig itltc, or drivins rrulsick: ~ij~.* I ltiivcrsily canTp0.s. , . 

. , . .  * 

I - . , %.& -y* a<, , : -. - -8. . 
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I I 

"". 
- 

. * -.. .- , .'+ - 
' s: h * 3- ' ,,j+ 

!" ' '. J .. NEIJ 24 
. - 3 - *  

Kecon~rk~eildatiorrs and Corictu~iioir 
7Iw lhcr that thucar-c coping s t r ~ ~ c g i ~  ;tCjop1~~1 f)y if~c tk111:1Ic s1ijiIc111 11(xs not sity SLY! 

lhal tl~csituationsl~o\~lt conlinucro bc~c~1cralcti. trrgctrll s~L'~>sIIouILJ t)t ' l;tk~1\17~ a11 Iliclsr: 

,I Ihc prcsclll sili~alit~n, 11 is in [Itis t i ~ l i ?  ~ l l n r  tilt: 
* .. 

*i; . v . " . . . . , 
I . . 

, ' ; ;*. -, . 
iSI'liCiet1i ~lirnzl~rsht~itlcl+lyq,n~:~clc? q\~ailahlc : .~)~st~lvc I 11: '--. -* r. .-A- , 
tion ~i'sl~nfc111s.-15tIuc;11it1n ;is 11% I'aslcsf grotvifig st-t-lr rt . 

shotrld bc givcn crtciugl~ nticntion IwSoic tl~c. si~u;~riit~r goes oui of ciil~.t'r{k1. '111~: 
.- dcnlwralid g~tuslrxirllmt Ii;~$-~show~~ gr~31 i IIICI.CSI i t1  gk~~lf ior l  ,- ti1311 . .(FI ~~CI=.~I;ISI  

i$vmllmalts hivccfonc. Ti~cUnivcrs i~y  suhsitly slicruitl ~lzr~tol-c  hc rc\!iic;c i l i ly  ' 

:~ltcnlpt to inrioducc 111c paying ol' cconos~ic 1.~111 Iry sf~ulct~f?;,wil I,&iggc~;~;l~ ;I 
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