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Preface

The biennial conferences ofthé International Association of Special Education (IASE) are designed with tire
intent of bringing special educators, families, and other interested professionals and individuate together to
share ideas and experiences, celebrate acomplishments, and of course create and renew friendships. This
year the IASE is proudly sponsoring the 13th biennial conference on the theme *“The Bridge from
Segregation to Inclusion....A Long Journey. " Most would agree that it has been a long journey towards the
realization of inclusive education for learners with special needs. Most would ateo agree that that ultimate
goal has not been achieved across thé globe. Hence, thé need to continue exploring and sharing ways
through which we can realize this goal. This conference was designed to do that.

It is our hope that these proceedings will be helpful to you in your endeavour to advance thé education of
learners with disabilities around thé world. We have included thé contact information for thé presenters in
case you would be interested in leaming more about thé presentations.

We thank all thé presenters who submitted their abstraets for inclusion in thé conference proceedings and all
those who contributed to making thé conference a success. Finally, we appreciate and honor all of you who
are committed to making a difference in the lives of the many children who are challenged by disability
around the world.

Morgan Chitiyo
Greg Prater
Lynn Aylward
George Chitiyo
Ann Hughes
Elizabeth Dalton
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Summary

The pilot project results demonstrate success at SEKOMU for special education teacher candidates. They demonstrated acquired
knowledge on inclusive education and differentiated instructional practices for students who receive special education Services.
Their education contributes positively to special education Services as well as teacher shortages in Tanzania.

References

Abosi, C. 0. (2007). Thoughts ofan action pianfor the development of inclusive education in Africa. Retrieved on December 7,
2007, from Council for Exceptional Children Web Site:
http://www.cec.sped.org/AM/PrinterTemplate.cfm?Section=Development_of Inclusive _E

Sun, C. M. (2007). The impact of inclusion-based education on the likelihood of independence for today’s students with special

needs. Journal ofSpecial Education Leadership, 20(2), 84-92.

Contact Information:

Laura M. Frey, Ph.D.

Professor, Central Michigan University
Department of Counseling and Special Education
355 EHS Building

Mount Pleasant, M| 48859

Email: FreylLM@cmich.edu

About thé Author:

Dr. Frey has extensive special education experience serving in the roles of a classroom teacher, day treatment administrator,
director of special education, and higher education faculty. Dr. Frey is active in collective bargaining, serves as a community
mediator, and is Reality Therapy Certified.

ADMINISTRATORS AND TEACHERS’ PERCEPTION ON PREDICTORS OF SUCCESSFUL
IMPLEMENTATION OF INCLUSIVE EDUCATION FOR STUDENTS WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES
IN OYO STATE, NIGERIA

Kelechi Uchemadu Lazarus, Ph.D

Nigeria took a bold step as a member of theé United Nations and thé United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural
Organization (UNESCO) in particular to respond to several inclusive education-related international proclamations, declarations
and agreements, such as thé Salamanca Statement and its accompanying Framework for Action (UNESCO, 1994) and The United
Nations Disability Convention (2005). In fact, the Federai Ministry of Education, Nigeria (2008) stated that Nigeria’s concept of
inclusive education has been influenced by several global and national normative instruments and frameworks to which she
actively subscribes. Thus, in principle it is specified within thé broader Universal Basic Education Scheme in The Federai
Republic of Nigeria (2004) National Policy on Education that there should be inclusion ofall children with disabilities into regular
schools. More so, at thé various state levels, inclusive education has also been adopted theoretically as a core aspect of thé
educational policy. For instance, theé Lagos State government through thé document of theé Lagos State Office for Disability
Affairs (LASODA) (2012) stated in Section 28 that all children with disabilities should be included in thé school System,
regardless of any difficulties or differences:

Every person with disability is entitled to ffee state education up to tertiary levei as long as they have been certified
by the office. All schools must be rumso that they are accessible to persons with disability and they must have
specially trained personnel and facilities that can teach persons with disability. In other words there should be no
segregation, the schools should be inclusive. The teaching of Braille, Sign Language must be included in the
schools’ curriculum. (LASODA, 2012, pp3-4)

Despite these legislations, implementation of inclusive education policy in Nigeria has not fully been realized. Presently, not all
thé thirty-six States in Nigeria have commenced thé implementation proper. Hence, the need to undertake a study into perceptions
of administrators (such as principals, vice principals, accountants/bursar, and administrative staff) and teachers on factors that
predict successali implementation of inclusive education at the secondary school levei for students with learning disabilities.

Researchers have identified some salient predictors of successful implementation of inclusive education. According to Hallahan
and Kauffman (2006) five essential factors that lead to effective participation of students with disabilities in regular education are
(a) teacher competency and attitude (b) collaborative consultation (c) cooperation in teaching (d) utilization of appropriate
teaching strategies such as cooperative learning and peer-mediated instruction and (¢) accommodation and adaptation. Similarly,
Winter and O’Raw (ICEP Europe) (2010) in conjunction with thé 2007-2009 NCSE Consultative Forum identified thé following
keys to successful inclusive education: visionary leadership, teachers support, beliefs and attitudes, teacher training, teachers’
Back to Table of Contents
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needs, teaching assistant, training and expertise, voice of the child that is, those with special educational needs, and accessible and
flexible curricula. This study therefore, sought to examine administrators’ and teachers’ views about factors that contribute to
successful implementation of inclusive education for students with learning disabilities in Oyo State, Nigeria.

To elicit information from administrators and teachers, thé descriptive survey design of the questionnaire type was used while
three hypotheses were formulated and tested in this study. The hypotheses are as follows:
i. There is no significant difference in thé perception of administrators and teachers on teacher training as a predictor of
successful implementation of inclusive education for students with learning disabilities.
ii. There is no significami difference in thé perception of administrators and teachers on utilization of effective teaching
strategies as a predictor ofsuccessful implementation of inclusive education for students with learning disabilities.
iii. There is no significant difference in the perception of administrators and teachers on collaborative teamwork as a
predictor of successful implementation of inclusive education for students with learning disabilities.

The study revealed that administrators and teachers agreed that the three variables namely, teacher training, use of certain teaching
strategies and collaborative teamwork are factors that contribute to successful implementation of inclusive education for students
with learning disabilities.

The implications of the study border on thé need. to intensify the training of both regular and special education teachers on thé
basic elements of inclusive education. The study also has implications for Nigerian government, school administrators and other
stakeholders in education. In line with these fmdings, thé following recommendations are suggested:
For successful implementation of inclusive education, thé Nigerian government should embark on professional
development in terms oftraining in-service regular and special education teachers on inclusive education.
Both regular and special education pre-service teachers should also receive adequate training on inclusive education.
School administrators should encourage theé teachers to employ research-based teaching strategies to teach all students in
inclusive education classrooms.
The usefulness of collaborative teamwork among all teachers, and then among teachers and support staff in the school
should be emphasized.
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