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Although Remote Sensing (RS) And GeogrAphlCil IntormalJon Syeleme (Q|&) have been employ**)
; L ) 3 ; rr.rr 7400
tot decades for diseases aurveUUmce. prediction end Intervention progrnmi Us e*arer*i* and

application to Veterinary Meditfno in Nigeria it a recent phenomenon Over the pa«t coupte of years ’}:A'/VIVI&
r crl.it.crs
a number of veterinarians at the Deportment :! Vetennory Public Health ond Preventive Medicine p

or. mAlgh/te*

University of ibadnn. Ibadan. Nigeria have pioneered the uteol GIS to study the Ep<zoot«o<ogy cf Arrillafxr

Trypanosomos-s. African twine fever Tuberculosis end Trenshumanl Pastors:.%m ui Nigeria Tn*t has
been in collaboration w.th G«S personnel n u.o University* Deportment of Geography and the private
sector At Government level, the Federal Department of Agriculture and Rurol Development recent]/
sponsored five veterinarian* (including the author) to the fustleg of on intensive training on the
application of G»S to Veterinary EpHJermdogy The intensive four-week course took place at the
Reg'onol Center for Aerospace Survey (RECTAS). lle-Ife. Nigeria, ond is part of the capacity budding
aspect of the Nigeria component of the Pan African Program for the Control of Epizootics (PACE)

c U§* RS/GiS is not yet in the curncuie of eny of Nigeria's five (5) veterinary schools neither is there as yet
ary umVcenter devoted to the application of RS/GIS to veterinary Medcme In Nigeria Although the
theme of the 200t Congress of the Nigenan Vetennary Medical Association was "Advances m

1 mto'mation Technology Impact on the Vetennary Profession’, only one paper dealt with the

application of RS/GIS to Vetennary Modem* To promote increased awareness and use of RS/GIS in

Veterinary Medicine multilateral assistance wll be required in the training of personnel and equ pptrg

of Vetennary RS'GIS units
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UCSIUAt i
Mihnugh Remote Sensing (US) and Geographical Information Systems (CIS) have hern employed for

ticcailcs for diseases surveillance, prediction and intervention programs, its awareness and application to

\ cleiinaiy Medicine in Nigeria is a recent phenomenon. Over the past couple of years, a number of
veterinarians at the Department of Veterinary Public Health and Preventive Medicine, University nf Ibadan.
Ibadan. Nigeria base pioneered the use of CIS to study the F.pizontiology of Trypnnosomosis. African swine

feu i. Tuberculosis and Transliumnnt Pastoralisin in Nigeria. This lias been in collaboration with CIS personnel
in the University's Department of Geography and the private sector. At Government level, the Federal

Depot Uncut of Agriculture and Rural Development recently sponsored five veterinarians (including the authori
in ilie first leg of an intensive training on the application of CIS to Veterinary Epidemiology. The intensive four
wed. course look place at the Regional Center for Aerospace Survey (RF.CTAS). llc-Ifc, Nigeria, and is pari nf
iln rapacity building aspect of the Nigeria component of (he f'an African Program for the Control of Epi/nntic’

(PACT))
RS/GIS is not vet in the curricula of any of Nigeria's five (5) veterinary schools, neither is there as vet

any iind/ccntcr devoted to the application of RS/GIS to veterinary Medicine in Nigeria. Although the theme of

In 2410! Congress of the Nigerian Veterinary Medical Association was ADVANCES IN INFORM ATION

Ii (IINOILOG1: IMPACT ON THE VETERINARY PROFESSION, only one paper (by the author), dealt w.tb
the application ol RS/GIS to Veterinary Medicine. To promote increased awareness and use of RS/GIS in

Vrin iiiai v Medicine, multilateral assistance will he required in the training of personnel and equipping of

\ tu t lILfIN RS/GIS units.

IK IKtIDI'CTION
GIS and fo a lesser extent Remote Sensing have found increasing application to the stuck of the

environmental factors affecting the incidence and patterns of diseases in animal populations worldwide To
promote then application, a major international conference, the GISVET conference was organized by the
Department of Epidemiology of the Veterinary Laboratory Agency Weybrigde England m September 2001
in 2002, aGISVET website began operational and a special edition of the Journal Preventive Medicine was
devoted to the proceedings of the 2001 conference (1)

In Africa. GLS/KS have found various applications in Veterinary Medicine but mainly m studies ol
the disease Trypanosomosis (2) and Theleriosis (3). Grenier application lias been in the related field ol
human Epidemiology. Thus GIS/RS have become an important tool for disease monitoring, prevention and
toiiim |

I hen application in Nigeria is a recent phenomenon A much-sited example was the use of a
temporal analysis o( Landsat fhematic Mapper satellite o tests the significance of a guinea worm
eiailiiailion program based on changes in agricultural production (4). Another example was the discovers- ol
elie cause of skin diseases in a part ol Kmluna metropolis m North-Central Nigeria | or a long time skm
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Allhough the EEC sponsored PACE program of which GIS is acomponent .a .Ta/V.-* \4
moic imilldatcial assistance is needed to actualize this desirable and ncr. Car/ appheat ' - Y
WicnnaiA' Medicine.

CIIM'LtISION

As noted by the PAO. computer supported, quantitative Epidemiology ircmchrv - o ;
dwe.isc modeling. GIS- based disease mapping, decision support systems a disease forecj'i.n” ;
a -tern arc areas of deficiencies in most national Veterinary planning (5) Nigeria *s .j: :U..........
I here thus must be deliberate commitment by multilateral agencies to assist in the prr.mr- -n
.ippltcaiiun and use ofGIS and RS in Veterinary Medicine, especially Epizootiology in \ gc:a.
have » icliablc and fast worldwide disease surveillance, monitoring, control, policy planning vc:cr m.
h i Mini support Kystcin and information system
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