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I'oitor Ssiilon PCVCG ■ P roceedlnies

ProMED-Mall and HopUhMap: Inlormallon Communication Tochnology 
Partnership lor ImpioVod Emerging Animal Disease Reporting for English

Speaking Alrlca

I h i lm l t ih l  o . o

D tin ir ln iA it o f  W lcrlnury V iih lli Ih  ullh and 1‘re v tn llt f  M fd lth tr  
I  nvnlly In / I'e irrlnury MtJU Ine, U iilv m lly  0/  Ibadan,Ibadan 

NlHftla

UiuhrrHcporttngnfcmcrgiugfimilnnl) disease outbreaks inn common Icuturo reported m many developing countries 
using the ofltcinl International olTicd for Epizootic* (O il*) disease reporting formal Tins had led to calls for use of 
nlicrnntivc unofliciol disease notific;tlion and icporting sources lo augment and improve ihc existing official disease 
reporting system Ihc development imd use o f Information Communication Technology l( I and its application to 
Veterinary medicine has provided opportunities for development o f more reliable, effective and efficient emerging 
disease reporting, moiiiioriiig. surveillance, prevention and control Two o f such developed opportunities arc the 
Programme for 1 merging Diseases (p loM ED ) - mail (http.//punned) nail mg) mid Ihc llcullhMap (wwv/hcahhmap mg)

ProM LD-m ail is an intemet-basyd reporting system dedicated to rapid global dissemination of information on 
outbreaks ol infectious diseases and acute exposures to toxins that affect human health, including those in animals 
nnd in  plants grown for food or nmmhl feed Hlcclionic communications enable ProMED-mail to provide up-to-date 
and reliable news about threats to himjan, animal, and food plant health around the world, seven days a week ProMF.D- 
nuul is a program of tire International Society for Infectious Diseases and currently reaches 53,000 subscriber' in 
more than 185 countries.

sparitc data sHcalthMnp brings together disparate data sources to achieve a unified and comprehensive view of the current global 
stale o f  infectious discuses and their effect on human and animal health. This freely available Web site integrals outbreak 
data ol varying reliability, ranging frOin news sources (such as Google News) to curated personal accounts (such as 
PioMED) to validated official alerts (such as World I Icalth Organization). Through an automated text processing system, 
the data is aggregated by disease and displayed by location for usci-friendly access to the original alert

ProMED-EAPR (http://cufr.proimldmail.org/). is a sub-regional initiative focusing on emerging diseases m English- 
Speaking Africa that was developed enllabornlively by ProMED-muil and HealthMap. The objective of this initiative 
is to increase access to information on the part of health care professionals from both ihe human anil animal health 
sectors throughout English-speaking Africa. Subscription to ProM ED-EAFR is free of charge on hup; /www\i>id.urii 
promcdmail/subsenbe lasso or through RroMED-EAFR - Subscription http://promcdmail.chip org/mailmaa hstinfo 
promcd-cafr

The development, use and application to Veterinary Medicine of Information Communication Technology ICT 
and Internet Web Communication Technology WCT has provided opportunities for development of more reliable, 
effective and efficient emerging disease reporting, monitoring, surveillance, prevention and control (Cowen e i  at 
2004. Madoff L. C. and Woodall J. P. 2005. Jebra and Sltiinslumy. 2006 and Babatobi O O (2010) Two of such 
developed opportunities arc the Programme for Emerging Diseases (ProMED) * mail (Imp promcdmail.org) and the 
HealthMap (www.hcalthmap.org).

ProMED-inail is an internet-based reporting system dedicated to the early detection and rapid global dissemination 
of information on outbreaks of in tedious diseases and acute cxposuics to toxins around the world that atVcci human 
health, including those in animals and in plants grown for food or animal feed P10MED reports on both plants and 
livestock animal diseases, human diseases, zoonotic diseases and diseases that affect sources of human nutrition 
Electronic communications enable l*cuMEO-mall lo provide up-to-date and reliable news about threats to human 
animal, and food plant health around die world, seven days a week ProMF.D-muil currently reaches 53,000 subscribers 
in more than IH5 countries and is a program ofihc International Society for Infectious Diseases tSlD(www i>id ore)
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PCVCB ProceodlnftH Potter fe ta l on

In fo rm a tio n  flow  at Pro M ED -m ail
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Figure I: Information /lota at ProMFD-maU

Figure 2: PruMCO Report Year Summary: O heuie  Representation Ut.'2UU%-06/200S
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ter 8 e n l PCVCG Prooeedlo(s

ii G lobal clincriAO nleit itt*pplii|t *y«l»m . b flf ijn  lo y r ih rr  r lu p tra lr  «l «t • i n u f - ' i  l** • • In * ■ • i un ified  nut 
comprehensive view  n f the a n ie n t jtlnbnl tim e of in fri Im m  dM *a«M  mil Ilnur *• n<*«-r..»» hiiniiin md im h u i I l»«* tltl* 
This freely available Web she illicit! a tf*  niillucnk data of vjwymfl reliability  Magm a from ih*.v 4 i«iur m  h m  li »i 
Google News, M otcovei and W lh lllle  l>lsca*c liihwmaltnn Node ) h»» u n i .d  pcrtonal i* « •nint 11 nub  *•» Pc»Vtl t ) i  
validated o ffic ia l n il'llm (stub iis W o ilil Health * ligiUM/allori nod I u fo o ifvc ill »o« «*)

l ie i i l l l iM n p  - ( i l i i b i i l  l l r n l t l i ,  I  in  t i l  I n f n n n i i i i o i i  ( I i M |i : / / Im . i l l ln iM p  0 1  p m i  I

/

20.000 websites every bom . tracking about 75 titlc illous diseases, including m aht/i.i, cb o le ri. Kh«du mil r *. •ml / 
also swine tin .A n  overage o f 300 icporis a ir  collected each day, aboul 'Hr'/* which come from n .rv i m edi* 
sourvcsIHcnlibMnp is a Google project. w ith  map nml satellite options, nnil b n  blog. f k ebook .md i f i l t e r  / roon-.

I ’ h i M I O I .  M R  slier Is on l la i l t h M u p  (b l ip : /  In -n il tni«.a|».f«i i! 'p ro m t 0 )

.a website dedicated to the display o f  location icportcd by PrnM E D -m n il. and is i clavttcitl c < ample «»f partner .hip 
in the application o f  Inform ation Com m unication technology 1C f  and Internet Web (  om m unic.iiion rechnoiocf/
NVCT to im proved emerging disease reporting P ro M E D -l: A F R  covering Anglophone English-Speak m g A fn c  i

hu.MED-EAFR: Viiglopltonc \fricn

P ro M E D -E A F R  ( http://cafr proincdmail.org/), is a sub-regional initiative focusing on emerging dru; a " ,  in English- 
Speaking A fr ic a  that w as developed collaboralivcly by P ro M E D -m a il and H cnlthM up The objective o f  tin . in itia tive  
is to increase access to inform ation on (lie part o f  health care professionals from both the human and anim al health  
sectors throughout English-speaking A frica . **;

Subscription to P roM F.D -m ail or any o f  the regional P ro M E D  is free o f  charge on hup //w w w  isid.org, promcdmaib  
subscribe.lasso

Subscrip tion  to P ro M E D -E A K R  can be done via h ttp ://p ro in ed m ail.ch ip .o rg /m a ilm an /lis tin fo /p ro m cd -e3 fr
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