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Abstract .

The study investigated the impact of sume socio-cconomic characteristics (Sex, marilal status, family
size, accupation, farm size, education, nativity, and duration of resident) of the residents of some protected
arcag (Oluwa and Shahsa forest reserves and Old Oyo National Parl enclaves) m Southwestern Nigeria on
media attendance for forest conservation support information (FCS1). The media investigated were forestry
personnel, agricultural extension workers (AEWs), village/religious meetings, radio, television, newspaper/
magazine, pamphlets, billboards, town eriers and festival gatherings. Purposive and multistage random sampling
techniques were used to choose respondents from the target population for the study: residents of communities
within and around the protected areas. Two hundred sets of questionnaires were administered on the randomly
sclected Jocal residents of the protected areas. Data penerated were analyzed using inferential and deseriptive
test statistics. The study revealed that radio is the most appropriate medium (39%) for sourcing FCST in the
study area. 'This was followed by the use of community/religious leaders” forum (29.1%) and AEWSs (15.8%).
ttalso reveated that there were no relationships between tie socio-cconomic characteristics of residents and
their attendance 1o forestry personnel (F = 1.30; Pr, > 021), television (F = 0.28; Pr. > 0.97), newspaper/
magazine (V' = 1.96; Pr. > 0.05), pamphlets (IF = 0.43; Pr. > 0.91) and lestival gatherings (IF = 1.69; Pr.
~0.10). However, some of tlte socio-cconomic characteristics of residents impact their attendance to AEWs
(I = 35.02; Pr. < 0.00), village/religious meetings (F = 4.97; Pr. < 0.03), radio (IF = 10.75; Pr. < 0.001),
folklore, songs and drama (FF = 2.82; Pr. < 0.02) and town criers media for FCSL It was also observed that
accupation ol residents has the highest, while acquisition of western education has the least impact on media
altendance for FCST Edueation only influences aitendance 1o radio (t = 2.74; Pr. < 0.005). It was thercfore
suggesfed mmong otbers, that effort should be made (o improve environmental education and extension services
e study area,

4 18 ovre wrreorval 1 el = % o o . 3
Keywords: Forest conserv ation, information, environmental ecdlucation, communication, media atlendance.

Introduction square kilometers in size. Supporting their
The mmportant role of tropical forests as classification, ITTO (2000) later reported an
reservoir of biodiversity and carbon sequestration estimated 500 million hectares of degraded primary
(UNEP, 1992, 2003) cannot be overemphasized. and secondary tropical forests as part of the
Yet, while rates of net deforestation (gross Aragmented block, while the rest 350 million has
deforestation less reforestation, natural regrowth been severely degraded through {ive, land clearance
and plantation growth) are stightly increasing in and destructive harvesting practices.
developed countries, deforestation has continued A topical issue is that directly (FAO, 1982;
in developing conntries (FAG, 2001). FAO (2000) World Bank, 1992; and I'TTO, 2000) or indirectly
had earlicr ohserved that net deforestation is highest {Dornerand Thiesenhusen, 1992; Grainger, 1990;
i South Ameriea and Africa. Tlowever, this is not and Poore et al, 1989), contemporary deforcstaticn
the main issue. W is the fact that only 42% of the ts primarily generated by human activities.
remaining or 18% of the original forest cover in Reposing this submission, JelTers (1996) reported
the fropies is still fonnd in large contiguous tracts that biodiversity was set within a dynamic and
(Bryant et al, 1990 ywhich calls Tor concern, evolving context, while itsg')rocess and composition
Biryant et al (op. cit) also clagsifed 850 million are in constant flux, consequent of natural and
hectares ef tropical Jorests as fragmented, although human induced factors. However, maintaining
some of these fragments might be hundreds of forest biodiversity will not be best achieved by
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shutting the florests complefely 1o human
interference since human being depends pattly or
wholly on [orest resources for susicnance (Olawoye,
1066, Manginis and Jackson, 2002; Quesada,
2003). More so, the rele of people in the
maintenance of forest biodiversity is equally
imperative to its conservation. Biodiversity s the
balance that must be struck between human and
nature aind between generations. Thus despite the
importance of biodiversity conservation, for whom
it s intended is much move important. Wright
(1988) reported that the relevance of conservation
in the developing world hinges on its addressing
the needs of the poor and dispossessed that share
their rural frontier with the carth’s biclogical
wealth. Therefore, i the [orests are 1o be sustained,
it must be done in a productive manner, which
benefits the local population (Wright, op. ¢it). 1 cle
(1991} also reported the fink Detween cnviconment,
poverty and sustaimability as an imporfant issuc in
rural developiment,

lHowever, the major issue is nol
recognizing the rurat people but identifying
effective local  solutions to evolving sustainable
toeal resource management practices (AGRITTEX,
1G9O8 Jacanamejoy, 1994; lans et al, 1995; and
Venema, 1995) In doing thig, it must also be noted
that natural resources management is knowledge
mtensive thercfore, Tarmer-centered development
strategies are important since different people and
communities learn and communicate in difTerent
ways (Azcez, 2002). According to Whealtley
(1992), knowledge is gencrated anew from
connections that were not there before. Such
connections are innovations, which artse [rom
ongoing circles of exchange, where information is
not just accumulated or stored but created
(Wheatley, op. cit.). Thus a population that has no
information on the environment according to UNEP
(2003) is neither having the incentive to act nor
the power to give impetus to suslainable
developiment action. Invariably, information flow

SCeanmmunication) is a pre-requisite 1o sustainable
development,

Mass comymunication is an impottant
process among many other equally safient but
important sacial processes in any society’s social
system (Riley and Riley, 1959). While thc media
of communication aflects individual and socicty,
they were themsclves influenced Ly other
environmental and social and cconomic variables.
Butitis only when cotumunication can build itself
mto the social structure that any real hope of
extensive results is certain. Thereflore the impact
ofthe socio-cconomic and environmental premiscs

within which any communication media will be
operating is an important limit to the acceptance
or olherwise of such media in such environment.
‘This paper therefore examined the impact of some
social and economic indices on media attendance
for [orest conservation information amang residents
in some enclaves and surrcundings of three
protected arcas: Oluwa forest reserve, Shasha forest
reserve and Old Oyo Natienal Park, in southweslern

‘Nigeria. This is with a view to inproving lorest

conscrvation suppert communication in the study
area and consequently the tropical part of the sub
Saharan Alvica,

Materials and Method

The Study Arven

The study covers soulliwestern Nigeria

(Tig. 1}, which lics between longitudes 2¢ 307 and
G O0°E and latitudes 6°207 and 8°37°N. The area
is bounded in the Fast by Rivers and Anambra
States; in the North by Kwara and Kogi States; in
the West by Benin Republic; and in the South by

the shoreline of the Fastern part ol the Gulf of

Guinea. It is one of the most densely populated
parts of Nigeria a inhabited mainly by the Yorubas.
The total popuiation of the peaple in the study area

“was projecled at 28,767,752 in the year 2002

(NPC, 1991). The buik of this population resides
mn the rural areas with farming being the residents’
main cecupation (OYSADEP. 2001).

Population and Sampling

The target population for the study is the
tocal communities within the enclaves of Oluwa
and Shasha Torest reserves as well as these in
communities around Old Oyo National Park.
Purposive and multistage Random sampling

techniques were used for the study. By virtue of

Old Oyo National Park being the only National
ark in south western Nigeria, and the relative
impact of Oyo State Agricultural Development
pragramme’s exiension agents in that zone {Azeez,
el al, 2000), the park was purposively selected for

“this study. The sclection of Oluwa forest rescrve is

due to its timber yvield per hectare, which when
compared with that of the natural forest over a
period exceeding 100 years, is almost ten fold
(Cgunlade and Odunlani, 1989) and the strategic
cconomic importance of the reserve. Twenty
percent ol the settlements in and around cach of
the study sites were randomly selected using the
statistical table of random numbers. Finally, 5%
of the farming houscholds, in cach of the selected
scttlements were randomly interviewed {Table 1),
However, where the population is very large, 30
scis of questionnaire were randomly administered.
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Table I: Summary of Sample Population / Site in the Study Area

STUDY SITIES SETTLEMENTS POPULATION NUMBER OF NUMBER OF
| ' SAMPLED SIZE - FARMING QUESTIONNAIRES
HOUSEIOLDS ADMINISTERED

Tede 19, 490* 4, 580% 30

Okl Oyo Sepeleri 16, 346% 770% 39

MNational Park lgheti 35, 655%* B 1% 42
Tkoyi lle Ad ] [ 56* 03
Apgo Are 11, 699+ 7,475% 10

Shasha Forest Araromi Qke Qda 3,000-5,000%*% 600** 30

Reserve Arcad 2,000-3,000%%  450%* o
Cibagia lle 1,500-2,000%* 700+ 35
Araromi Awaosiyan 800-1,000%* 12(%* 06
Onighin 30-50%% NR** 0l
.awoka 200-300%% PR 0

Oluwa Forest ‘ |

Reserve Cibeketelu 300-500%*% GO s
Legee 5,000-8000%* 800+ 30
lisaghede 300-500%* A40%* 15
lpe Makinde §C0-1000%* R 20
Opuniepa I 100-150%* DRk 05
Ogunlepn ! 250-400% GOF* 10 ;

B 355

J(H YADEP ul!rr;w survey summary, 2007,

“fheld Survey (RRA), 2001.

1he percentages chosen at cach slage are
expected (o give accurate information on the
popudation and at much fess cost, time and efforts
(Ogmadiditin, 1986, Also, focus group discussions
were held to obtain information from respondents.
Data penerated was analysed using frequency
distribution, analyses of variance, Pearson’s
Likehihood ratio and linear by linear chi-square
statistics.

Resudts and Discussion
Socio-Feonomic Backyround af Respondenis

For this study, more males (709%) were
inferviewed (I, 2) bus tajority of the interviewee
{85%) were married (1 ig. 3). Invariably, ocndu
dominance is not characieristic of the study area,
Also, an average of 59.63% of the respondent for
iis study are native of the study area (Table 7)
and farming is the predominant occupation among
residents (Table 23, while average houschold size
i5 between S and 10 {Table 3). This large houschold
siee fvariably pul pressure on the available
for Baemiing, thereby skewing land use practice in
the study area towards lood crop oroduction (Table
4y Averape lrm size i the study area is between

Sagerio dorninetd of Farestry J’ul kY, (/ & ’)
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Fand 3 ha (Fig. 4) and an average farmer feeds
and mamtains his family from his holding, This is
usualiy atthe peril of tree crops (Fig. 5). The impact
of this is the jellisoning of traditional sustainable
land use practice (shilting cultivation or bush
fallow) by the farmers for meeting their immediate
exigencies (hunger) through the practice of mix
cropping. The study also revealed that majority of
the respondent have no western education. Only
3.81% of them have degrees, higher diplomas or
their equivalents while 23.86% have first schooi-
leaving certificates (Table 5). Ecucation not
withstanding, majorily of the respondents perceived
urban life as glamorous and fascinating (T"i)ie Q)
even though their indigenous land use practice is
stifl more preferable to them. This has to do with
the fact that although an average of more than half
of the respondents (51.62%) been resident in the
study area for over 15 years (Table 7), they do visit
urban areas occasionally. The study also revealed
that residents surrounding OONP are more rooted
Lo their environment ﬂnn their (,ont&,mpomnes in
the forest reserve enclaves,
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Sonrces of Information in the Study Area

Since majorily of the residents are larmers,
their sourees of information on farming system are
important. This study (Fig. 6) revealed that
community/religious leaders (v = 28 (28.87%}),
fown/village criers (=16 (16.49%)) and radio (u
= 30 (30.93%)) are more favored ag information
sources on farming system. So also, agriculural
extension workers (ALWs - =11 (11.34%)) are
favored (most especially in QONI environment —
27 (9.28%)) except among Oluwa forest reserve
enclaves’ dwellers. The least popular information
source on farming system in southwestern Nigeria
is tefevision (n = 2 (2.06%)). Investligalion on
vesidents sources of information on lorest
conservation issues (Table 8) shows that on the
average, radio was the most favowred (1= 52.40%).
similarly, radio was also adjudged as the most

appropriate for FOSC (39%0), this was followed by

the use of community/religious leaders forum
(29.1%) and ATiWs (15.8%) - Tuble 9,

fmpuct of Socio-Economic Characteristics of

Residents on Media Adendance for FCSI
Generally, regression analysis at 95%
confidence limit shows that there i no relationship
between 1he socio-economic characleristics of
residents in the study area and their altendsnce o
forestry personnel {(IF = 1.36: Pr> 0.2}, television
(17 = 0.28; Pr > 0.9}, Newspaper/magazine (F =
1:96; Ve Q.05), pamphlet (F = 0.43; PR> 019)
and lestival gatherings (I'= 1.69; Pr > (11 media
for FCSI (Table 10). Tlowever, some of the socio-
economic characteristies of respondent do impact
the attendance ol residents to ALWs (I = 35.02:
Pr<0.01), village/religious meetings (F=4.9, Pr
= 0.03), and radio {IF = 10.75: Pr< 0.01) and (own
criers (1= 3.31; Pr<0.01) media for FCSI (Table
13, For example, only the farm size (1 =-3.38; Pr.
= 0.002) and main oecupation (1= 2.6, Pr. << 0.01)
ol residents have signilicant impact on their
attendance fo ALWs Tor FCSIL Simitarly, the
ceeupation (1= -2.19; Pr. < 1.03), education (1 =
2745 Pr <ALOT Y, nativity ((=2.55; Py, <001 and
duration of residence (0 = -2.98; I'r. < 0.003) of
residents signilicantly a(feet their attendant (o radio
for FCSEin the study area, Also, marital status (t=
2,19 Pr. < 0.03), ocenpation (1 =291 Pr. <0.01)
and duration ol residence (1 = 2.09; Pr. < 0.04)
stonificantly determine their attendance to
billboards, while sex (( = 2.98; Pr. < (L003) and
occupation have significant impact on their
attendant to town crier for the same information
From Table 12, the impact of resident’s
sacio-cconomics on media attendance is highest

- |

on their atiendance to AEWs (1= 35,02} for FCSL
This was followed by attendance to radio (IF =
10.75) and town criers (I = 3.31) respectively. It
was also observed thal the probability of resident’s
sacio-economic lifestyle impacting their
attendance to AIYWs, radio, and town criers is high
even at Pr<0.01. However, such impact will only

“hold at Pro< 0.03 for residenCs attendance of

village/reliptous fora (or FCSL This may be due to
the relative homogeneity of ALWs client and
messages (with the latler assumed to be having the
desired cffect on the former) as opposed io the
helerogeneily of residents’ attending to village/
religious fora for FCSL
Level of Impact of Socio-Econoniic
Characterisiics of Respondent on Media
Attendance in the Siudy Area

From Table L1, occupation of residents was
observed 1o have the highest impact on media
attendance in the study area - it alfected the
allendance of more media than any olher socio-
ceanomic variable. Occupation impacted the
attendance of residents to AEWs (1= -03.38, Pr=
0.001), village/religious meetings (1 =2.23: Pr=
(.03) and radio (1 = -2.19; Pr = 0.04} media Tor
FCSI Gther media impacted are biflboards (=
2.91: Pr=0.004) and town criers (t = 252 Pr=
0.01). Onthe other hand, western education status
of resident has the least influence on media
attendance in the study arca. It only influcnces the
attendance of residents to radio (t=2.74; ’r 0.005)
for FCSI, The reason {or this is that the main
oceupation of majority (74.97%) of the respondents
is furming (Table 3).
From media perspective, the study revealed that
the suitability of radio foy airing FCS1 will be
determined by the family size (t = -328; Pr =
0.001), occupation {t = -2.19; Pr = (.038),
educalion (1= 2.72; Pr=0.05), nativity (t = 2.55;
Pr=10.011} and duration of residence (t = -2.98;
Pr=0.003) of the respondents in the study area.
This emphasizes the need to take cognizance of
these limitations in the use o mass media for FCSI
i the stady area. According to UNCRD {1985},
the capacity of a community 1o respond to a specific
local development plan depends on the socio-
cconomic and cyltural loundation of the
comeunity.

Conclusions and Recommendations

The study shows that out of the media attended,
radio was mostly alfected by the socio-economic
indices under consideration just as occupation of
residents is imperative (o media atiendance

l Nigerian Jorunal of Forestry Vol 34 (1 & 2)
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consideration for FCSUin the study avea. Thus, FCS
inffiatives will not have the desired impact in the
study area iMthe interest of farmers is not adequately
addressed, Also, attendance to forestry personnel,
television, and pamphlets for FCS1 is not impacted
by the socto-cconamics of residents, limplicitly,
forestry personnel, television and pamphilets media
are nel popularin tie study arca. It must however
be noted that social rather than cconomic indices
alteet media attendance inthe study arca. Farming,
is 2 way of life among respondent, notan ceonomic
aclivily (Lowe, 1986). I s therefore recomimended
that:

I, Forestry extension descrves urgent attention
in ihie study area, most especially vsing
participatory rather thaw persuasive method;

2. Forest conservation initiative shonld most

4.

impoclantly address socio-economic status of

Fable 2: Main Oceupation of Inhabitanis in the Study Area

target beneliciaries if it hopes to succeed,;
The social background of residents
surrounding profected areas and theirenclaves
should play a central role in the FCSI content
formulation and dissemination through radio
and other masa media; and

Since nativity tnmpact radio (electronio) and
Folklore, songs and drama (Traditional)
media, clfost should be geared lowards tapping
wndigenous knowledge base of the glders in
the study aren by empowering them with
conventional conservation initiatives. By so
doing. they will have the opportunity of
synthesizing such initiatives with their culture
and advance workable conservation sirategies
to thelr younger ones.

Mean (u)

Ofd Ovo NP Shasha I R Oluwa R
Qccnpation Frequency %% Frequency % Frequency % %o
A arming 70 §1.40 57 6477 63 7875 7497
3o Unskifled worker - . 03 0341 02 02,50 01.97
¢l Servant a6 00.98 06 06.82 04 05.00 06.27
D Petty frading 02 0232 12 13.64 07 08.75 0824
1. Others 08 0930 09 10.23 04 05.00 08138
o Response ) : a! Dii4 - - (t0.36
Tofal 7 86 100.00 88 1G0.00 80 100.00
Soewrce: Field Survey, 20011
Fable 3: ¥amily Size of Intinbitants in the Siudy Area
Family Old Oyo N.P Shasha LR Oluwa F.R Mean (v}
Side Distribution Frequency Y Frequency %  Freg uency % %
A 15 E 1744 16 29.55 24 30.00 25.66
l.l, >5 - 10 49 56.97 31 3523 .49 61235 BLIS
Co=10-15 4 10.27 04 04.53 07 08.75 20.61
. >15 06 06.97 - ; - - 02.32
No Response 02 0233 27 30.68 - - 11.00
Total 86 100.00 83 100.00 80 100.00
Sonrce: Vield Survey, 2001
Table 4: Seale of Farming of Responden (s’ in the Study Aven
. Old Oya N.P Shasha I R Oluwa F.R Mean (u)
Seate ol Farm mg  Trequency b Frequency %o Freguency Yo %o
Maialy subsigicnee 70 81.40 57 ) 04.77 63 78.75 74 9%‘
Snlmis[cu|c:e/cmnmcrc.i£li - - 03 03.41 02 02.50 01 -97
Commercial 06 06.98 06 06.82 04 Oﬁ"OO 06.27
No Response z i 01 0l.14 - = B {}()"g()
Toial 80 100.00 88 100.00 80 100.00 i

Sonrce: Ficld Survey, 20071
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