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'Abstract 
This s* ihestiga&d the extent of cafaloguing backlogs in &mic libraries as well 
ar the a w e s  and d i e s  towmds having= btingsoiution to bru:Mo& in m&ic 
libi-. A survey m e m h  dapigra'wus empluyd fir fhe -. The stu&popuIatratron 
*$@y c d g u e m  s e l d ' m  ten academic libraria in N i g h  miwsities. 
A C a t a w n g  Backbg  ass^ Questi~rtdm (CBAQ) was devehpd to elicit 

- ir$ommtiun&rn ?qmndk&s and chi square -tical method was used in  a n a e g  
the lEata at 0.05 significmtce level. i%e .mwlt s h m d  that there was no stafistica2 ' 
sigrrifimnce in the she of H o g  and volumes of acquisitiom, level ofalltomation pie 

well as ~ a p c i t y .  Basad on these ouibmes, r e c u ~ o r n  HFei.e made thai 
RU)H lib- be ilrv~lved in cabalogtling pmesses und cataloguers. with .we& 
subject b d g m m d  be made to spiaIize in areas in which he or she.is very stmng; 
Univmities immme bsrdgek~y alloeafsom & l ibmrk  to enhunce library uufomation 
&&ttPa~-pmf-n& be ~*liad&get-ktvoZPPedin & catal~guingpmcess~ 

a d o ~ & + - ~ t h i s ~ t h e ~ ~ ~ b u i l d u p i n t o a p i l e  
' ' l e M t o  asbaddug. ?his is a.serious ~Mengefacediamostacsdemic adcollege 

. h i e s  inNigeria 

~ibrary users are dhnmged'and their in& dwindles when their infomahi needs 
. mi not metwhen they get to the libmy. sit& t f ie 'dogue is the index to I r i s  
': mllections, libmiam must shive to e m m . ~ f h e y  esrdully and propaly catalogue 
the mteriah in order to d c e  thenr easily accessible to users when seeded. However, 
0 ~ ~ 1 i n m a n y d d ~ ~ e ~  &d the e;ristence ~ f ~ ~ ~ g u i n g b a c ~ ~ g  
wbich ate c a u s e d b y m m y ~ ~ l y :  infomathexplosion, acquisitionofmany 
titles inalibraay, lackqf skilledpnumeI or that the rate ofcatalogu&.cmnot match 
that of axpisiltion *by making the mataids f&se &eir values as they are not made 

- - wd&l~fbruse . .. whenneeded ' . . 
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Y:@ogu@ i s t b e m o s t ~  " . d f a ~ L t ~ . I t ~ a f u n c t i o n  
h e x e r i s  &armgy, ~ ~ a p p ~ o n ~  
high intellectm1'abiity an the p;6lrt of b i i  to be able @@mm creditably well in 
the onerous task o f i n f 1 0 1 1 ~ g  

Theissueof-Wwin-Basbecwaeavery&lwetob& 
librarians a n d ~ ~ . T h e ~ ~ ~ - i ~ t o  lkq.GWog&ngof 
m a t a i a l s i s u s u a l l y d d a y e d i n ~ h i ~ l y w h i k t k y 9 r e s e ~ a n d  
housed in a'- ~ e a  immessiiik to usax -This a* Qnies lrsa of access to 
s~memateriatswimees~paposeofaIi~istop~ac4esn0~allavailable 
i n f ~ m ~ ~ l r s t t s ~ ~ y . ~ ~ p p ; r r p o s e o f d ~ i s f i x s t ~  
f o r e m a s t t o p ~ a r e c s r d d ~ ~ ~ ~ E \ e i a t h e ~ 1 l d o n o r  
~011ectio~being~w.Thesecond~isto&kusasofthesedectim 
t o h d i a f o d o n o n ~ s u b ~ ~ ~ ~ m ~ ~ 8 t e ~ o ~  
b a c ~ r l o g s , u s e r s ~ d c n i e d & ~ r e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ r o h n u f t h i s ~  
Mmisbascertain--de3tteetof 

T o 4 v c d g a t e t b c a i ~ d f . c a t a l o g o i n g ~ i n s e l e c t e d a c a d e r o c  
. I i i i n ' N i e  

T o ~ ~ ~ ~ o f ~ ~ i n ~ ~ I z ' b r a r i e s  

Nigeria 

L i t e r r ~ R *  
L h s b  Q007) debs by h x p d n g  difkztt kids of activities as 
d€s&ptima of resounre d5cifst fbr the p p i e  of -on - smd fbr 
differentiation 4im &her similsr rqmmes. it deals witb the &~OI of aeeess points, 
s u b j e c t ~ ~ f ~ s s g i g n m e n t o f s u b j e c t i n d e x i n ~ t a m s a n d m o s t  
i m ~ t l y ~ i ~ t  of M d m -  labeling andpabction of cards for 
the~ogws.Cstabgueas .n~'Blefaal l tbcstcsts loguhrgprocesses .  
C a t a l e  is a s i m p a r t  Of* W sewha p r o w  by a h'bmy- 
Emvoen (2007) that t may aqpk~re2mmt .dnd mpkd materials 
whichnaayn&be~'blem~drmeto~gdelays-Iatheevent,tbese 

- m t e r i . a l s ~ b u i I d u p h t u a p i l e ~ t o a s ~  
A ~ t o A i n a ( ~ ) . ~ t S e s l e w s e r n p P i a r ~  . . of&- it would be 
Bult~&ea~objedfiwnaaagng&varfous&~inthecoIIection 
w h e n d . I a a ~ ~ b y % ~ ) , t h e . W h m t h e d i f f e r e n t  
i x l ~ ~ o n s w a s e ~ d t e s t e d b y T - t e S i : d A N O V A t a ~ t h e ~ ~ c e  
in frequency of a k n m c e  ofthese issues amoog tfie libmia.in different of 
~ # m . S a m e s i g r r i t i P a t ~ i e * ~ ~ R v n d t o b e L d r ~ f ~ ~ ~ ,  
~ ~ ~ ~ t m n w e r r p s e o f ~ a s g i s t a n t g ~ ~ ~  
t h c q o s l a y o f c a t a ~ - k - r a d ~ ~ o f o e t b e j o b h a i n i a g a r e ~ e f i v e m o s t  
f q u e d y ~ ~ o n c a t d o g u i n g o p e r a t i o n s o f t b c ~ l o g i d u n i v m s i t y  
andColl~hMesinT*. 
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The issue of tatdoguing Wkbg is ~ ' w o ~  by the process of library 
con~ersipn. Convertingthe *u of- a d  dm to MARC 
fo-is also avaybigtsJL Beiegmdacpkeeby tbe b a & s  to facilitate online 
d~&.Thebaoicpnposeofcataloguiqgis~andfaembsttopvidearecord 
of what are available in the couectiw or colieaions Wig d d b e d .  The 
-4 p q m e  is to -le usem of these ookdim to &ad iaformation on those 
s u b j e c t s , t h e y a n ~ i n M d r r i s d ~ o o l ( 1 9 9 9 ) ~ f o u r ~ t  
vduesof -w 
an*tive&mce--aad-h 
~ e ~ I I ~ m n q e m m t ~ u n q u d i t y ~ o g u i n g ;  
e f f e c t v e r e s o u r c e ~ ~ o 1 1 q ~ ~ ; a n d  
effective- * &' d ! ! m ~ a a h g u h g  - 

hotherwords,fhelrfdttbst--ae*ismtiatmMockofalibrary 
and the basis 'for fhe fie opatiopaation b f a ' h i .  During the past decade, 
d ~ ~ B ; t r v e ~ ~  

. . ly- M d m  i n f o d o n  technologies, 
i n C l ~ P C s ,  CBRO- d &erntan&, are ~ p i a v i d i n g m o r e p o w e r f d  
andmorexisex-- plathas to tb -. The cataloguers are 
i n ~ & c a p e b k ~ ~ ~ t a s l r s o ~ ~ , s u c h a s a e e e s S m g  
lscal syskms, bibliqpphk e e s ,  d i m  puMd011~ and OPACs of 
t b e i r o ~ d ~ ~ e s . I n ~ t h e ~ ~ e i a p ~ t ~ d g r o w t h o f  
i n f o d o n ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ & * ~ e l ~ a t  ofdigital 
L i W b v e M ~ o r ~ m b ~ i s ~ i n h E ~ ~ y  
( W ~ 2 0 1 o O ) . A s a ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a n d ~ e n g e s m d m u s t  
d e v d o p e f f d v e w a y % b c u p ~ t b e n e w ~ ~  I a 

~ ~ ( ~ ) o a m r m t e d t h a t ~ ~ y ~ ~ ~ o f a ~ ~ o g u i n ~  
o ~ ~ t l t o d a y ~ . o f ~ ' e e e a ( n a t f a c l a s :  ~ ' b i ~ . , m e w i H i u g n ~ t o t a k e  
risks and trp new &hqgs, a d  the- of& raevi&abilitp a f d m ~ .  This is where 
c ~ v e m M ~ d k S b s n ( l ~ ) f a m d t b . t ~ e d o g u i n g h a s  . ._ 
mg&mdy hrcnsdvd tk a b b g u h g  Wag as more libraries try to avoid original 
~ ~ a a d h o l d ~ ~ . ~ b a v e d ~ ~  

~ t e a n d ~ ( 1 9 8 8 ) ~ ~ ~ h ; a v e ~ b e e n ~ ~ a  
m a n a g e m a a p r o b k m w W ~ o o l d b c f o i l o a r e d b y * ~ s t a f f i n g ~ o r  

' adopting: h d t m s  d q g i n g  criteria h a q y  co&ccted by Chiang (2W), 
shesurveyed89 imivwzsityandcdlege lEbrariegallofthemwithexpaiencein 

'I?hedt!sofhcT -g- - h&dsurvey,indi~~tedtbat 
tlie key reasons for mtmming -- of m w e r ,  suwtid 
h a c k t q p , i m r e a s h r g c o s ~ ~ e 6 d a ~ o f ~ ~ S L i n S d ~ ~ b a c k g r o u n d  
o n t h e ~ o f ~ ~ . A ~ w a s ~ b y L i n ( 2 0 0 1 )  where abtaIof 17 

b d s  h n  &&es in the traiversik and dleges in the 
s o u t h e m m t o f ~ ~ ~ ~ i n ~ . ~ ~ f ~ d m a t " l a c k o f  
- w e  and "acammdm mm were the most serious issues among these 
seventeen univksities and libraries in Taiwan Tang (2W3) also found that 
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~ - ~ ' - q g - a s e * - * ~ ~ t u m O s t d ~ c  
l M e s  m T ~ ' ~ t o t & ; c l s p e r i i m c e a f Y a l e U a i ~  Libmy, t h e e  
d i f i ~ e s t h e y f a a d ~ ~ L B Q P l l ~ i s s e e s S u c h s s  of new 

rn). . a 

~nthe~ied~ibr.ryintheirni~ofNcidr,b~~-thelibrary . . - ~~ . - . m * W m e r o l e ~ h =  

p r i n , t a d l m x i d S ~ o ~ - d ~ r r a d ~ ~  . .  . - ~ & B i ~  
2 0 0 2 ) . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ q  this may not k pssiile for 
w r a u a i o r t i n a m a F ~ ~ B e s P f f ~ ~ ~ , W r c i n w -  
W ~ C o ~ p e r f b r n r s a ~ o f # & s ~ t € m t t b a t o f ~ c o ~ h a  
larger library in a rnsjae-~Sim,-.at small-dege l i e s  o h  

~~ 
' L h e ~ e m p l o y e d ~ ~ 9 b d y k a ~ m e y . T b e ~ t u s e d f m d a t a  
collectiosrisaqud' * ~ b y ~ a n t b o r ~ m t h e s b d y o b j e c t i v e s a n d a  
f e v i ~ o f ~ m l ~ ~ ~ a n t f i n e d * e - T h e . ~ ~ f o r t h e s h t d y  
c o ~ o f 5 0 ~ , w h s r e ~ ~ ~ s e I ~ e d f r o m  
selectedmLibrsdesinMgeriaA38.itaa titled Tataloguing 
BscUog (CBAQ)" ap size of the 
b a c k l ~ ~ a s w e l l q p r o a p e c t s i n ~ ~ ~ . D i f f e r e n t t y p e s ' o f  
~ ~ n ~ : s p C h ~ ~ ~ ~ m r i v e r s i t y ~ f ~ I o g y I r ~ e s ,  
r m i v e r s i a y a f ~ ~ d ~ n a i v e a s i t y h ~ e s w e r e ~ ~ i n  . 

t h c ~ ~ ~ ~ ' l l B k ~ i b e r s s o a ~ Q ~ o f t w o ~ t h e ~ p a r t ~ ~ d  
*-s- 

- - datawMe*m comaedofthirtythree 
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R e d 4 A - d -  
Hol: There wiu be no sigoificant lelatioPsbip b e e n  the volume acquired by the 
I L i ~ d ~ a f ~ k ~  
T o m b f i r s t d - * . - M t f a s $ t h e r e m a s i d f i a t  
~ d p i a t h e y o ~ ~ ~ ~ @ ~ ~ d ~ ~ o g . ~ h c  
~ ~ € b S t k ~ d & b f 1 . ~ 1  wi&&greeofhzdomof4at0.05 
dpha level. Table 1 s b v s  &e smmmy oftbe &dings. Hence the hypothesis is 
rejected 

. , 
Table 1 . .  

alon~the the ofvolume 
~ l~ect ioq  

. . -  . . 

H & T h e r e w i l l b e w ~ d a b d a i p . m t b e s t g f f ~ o f t h e b ~ d  
tf iesiZRdqydgbaMog 
T b i s h ~ ~ ~ d i t w a s f i w m d ~ ~ w a s a s i g n i f i ~ r e ~ o m h i p  in 
thestaffqm&yasndddog&g~As dintaMe2,thevalueofthe 
observed x is 0-467 while tbe vaiue of the a&id d w z  ofx is 0-13 at the degree of 
freedmof2,Heacetheb@=5kis~ 

s 
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Table 2 

~o3'~haewiibem si@kamtrelstiasbip inme Ad oferroolption in &library 
and size of ca?doguingWog* 
Theredtofthis hypothds s h u w e d t h a t ~ w a s m s i p i b n t d i ~ i a t h e s k  
ofback~ogandthe Ievel of-inlihzks Tbis,isevkkntin tbedto f tbe  
h y p o t h s i s w h i c h ' i n d i c a a c d . ~ t k ~ x  is7517andthecritiddueofxis 
5 . 4 1 3 a t t h e ~ o f ~ o f 2 T a b g e 3 ~ & ~ o f t h i g &  

Table 3: 

Staff 
Capacity 

1 - 5 
6-10 
Above 
10 

1 
T d  

ammiat& .. . 
No* . 17 5 22 
automed 
Column 28 22 - 50 
Total 

Row 
Total 

12 
.16 
32 

~ h e o u t c o m e o f ~ ~ s h d y ~ s b o w n i n t h e t s b l e s a n d ~ a b o ~ i a d i e a t e s t h a t  
volumes of hk acquired by tbe libraries as well as #mip i ty  bave m, &@cant 
relationship on the s k e o f ~ g ~ o p .  Thismeam htdifkmfactum could 
benqmmiIbEe foreat.loguingbretbgia~Hbweveqthehdhgs alsa show 
that the level of autumafb in h i  play vital Iole in reducing backlog- For 
ehmp1e, 11kariies with law M o f  autmmthhsve-tBe higbst hotbacklog which 
increases oq d basis.'Ihisfindjorgis h u m t n r p t ~ ~ ~ o f S h a r e ( 1 9 8 6 )  
and Ocran (1990).Thestudyfurtherrev~t6atlackof~toolsplayamajormle 
i n c r a ~ b g c M o g . ~ t B c ~ w 3 i B c ~ t o w a l r ~ d v / h e n ~ o r L i n g  
t d 0 l ~ a r e ~ ~ ~ r c d o c i o g ~ t o t b e b ; n e s t ~ u m .  
~ g - d s o f d @ b e a ~ ~ ~ ( o k p i k ~ o t h e n v i s e  
h0~~1asbacldog, 

Cata lopkgW- .  x'' 
Obs. 
0.467# 

. 
Yes 
9 
I i  ' 

I 
: 14 

34 50 I 

No 
- 3  

5 - 

8 

I6 
. -  

r2  
critid 
0.13 

. . 

Df P 

2 0.792 
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mamdL&mmM. 

Cenclasbn aid 3t-m- .L. - 
~ h i s s b l d y h s s i B : c e r t a i n ~ a n ? l s i a d m w h i c h n e e d t 6 b e v i s i t e d b ~  
academic Iibwies. 'Ihae k tbe necd to Rdnce catalogoiog Wag. to the barest 
~ r m r m s o m P t ~ p s a s ~ ~ k s c ~ s s t o t h e s e m ~ 1 s w i t h i n ~ e  
s h ~ r t e s t ~ ~ & ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ & ~ i o a c a d e m i ~ L i b r a r i e s .  
I n o r d R t o a c & v e ~ t k ~ . ~ m e d ;  

n M o r e ' l i l 3 & a s ~ b e * & M  in ' ' -S and d ~ g ~ e i ' s  
w i t b w e d c ~  &add be=- in in which he 
~ r s h e i s v e r g ~ . ~ w i n h r u e ; l ~ e ~ ~ a o d t b u s ~ - ~ k l o g s  . . 

0 T ~ a a d m % & m a m g  1 1  simddb e q h k d  far& papmfessid staff of 
~ ~ i a & & , * ~ d % d y e d & g b g  procesS which will 
~ ~ ~ q n i n ~  
u ' *I, 

~ P b o v e ~ ~ w i i I p a ? o a g w a y h ) ~ ~ ~ g ~ ~ o g ~  
acridsnic llharics i n ~ i g e r i  
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