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Abstract

Focusing on the #NoToSocialMediaBill Twitter protest against the introduction of The Frivolous
Petitions (Prohibition, etc.) Bill 2015, in Nigeria, this chapter examined the composition of the
loudest voices that framed the protest, explored the level of engagement of those voices with the
content of the bill, and analysed the nature and outcome of the protesters' reactions to the bill. To
achieve these objectives, the study adopted a mixed method sequential design consisting of
quantitative and qualitative content analyses with framing as the theoretical framework. Findings
show that hashtag and retweet features of Twitter together functioned effectively as collective
framing tools in the #NoToSocialMediaBill Protest. However, the protesters adopted fear-induced
collective frames that ignored the contents of the bill. Though the frames drew global media and
human rights activists' attention in support of the protesters' goal of resisting an attempt to restrict
freedom of speech, they did not achieve the same with the recall of the initiator of the bill.

Chapter Preview

Introduction

Central to democratic development in any modern state is an environment that is conducive for a
free press, and ultimately, freedom of speech. Since its restoration of democratic governance in
1999, Nigeria has consistently recorded low press freedom ratings compared to other equally
democratic African countries (Freedom House, 2015). Apart from frequent cases of clamp down
on media houses and journalists, there have been other subtle means of manoeuvre and censorship
in media-government relations (Human Rights Watch, 2015). Besides, Nigerian press system has
exhibited essentially partisan nature and lack of ideal professionalism as a result of ownership
influence (Ojebode, 2013), political affiliation and state control. The aforementioned
complications limit the ability of the Nigerian media, and by extension the Nigerian citizens, to
defend the nation’s democracy despite the fundamental assumption that survival of democracy is
unsure without a free press that provides a good platform for public debates. Inherent in this
assumption is the fact that democracy is susceptible to abuse from the people to whom state power
is entrusted. As the conventional media seems to have failed to provide the space for the citizens
to contribute to the development of the Nigerian democracy, social media has created an alternative
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platform through which Nigerians, especially the youths, can participate in the democratic debates.
Apart from a number of initiatives and agitations to ensure a free Nigerian press, ordinary
Nigerians have also risen in defence of democracy using the free platforms provided by the Web
2.0 technologies (Vesnic-Alujevic, 2012), and by extension, the social media (Campbell & Kwak,
2012; Chatora, 2012; Bosch, 2013; Price, 2013; Liu, 2014) to post socio-political commentary and
participate in politics (Vesnic-Alujevic, 2012).

The dynamism, pervasiveness and spontaneity of public reactions to the introduction of the
Prohibition of Frivolous Petitions and Other Related Matters Bill—officially titled The Frivolous
Petition (Prohibition, etc.) Bill 2015—in the Senate, Nigeria’s upper legislative arm, provided a
case of how citizens could actively use the social media to defend the democratic principle of
freedom of expression. The bill was sponsored by Senator Bala Ibn Na’Allah of APC, Kebbi South
(Alade, 2015) and was passed into Committee Stage after Second Reading on December 2, 2015
(Today, December 6, 2015). Many Nigerians reacting through Twitter and other social media
platforms considered the attempt by the Nigerian Senate to pass the bill into law as threatening to
free speech and alternative platform for participating in mainstream governance and politics which
social media offer. Citizen campaign against the bill started in the form of Twitter hashtag activism
#NoToSocialMediaBill and culminated into #MarchOnNASS with a parallel offline march to the
Senate in Abuja, Nigeria’s capital city.

The timing of this bill coincided with global movement for inclusion of youths in ensuring
accountability in governance. ActionAid (2015) indicates that youths are an excluded population
in global development. It notes also that Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) did not make
any specific provision for youth inclusion in development, the costly oversight which the post-
2015 development agenda, Sustainable Development Goals, seeks to address. As a
result, ActionAid sees addressing this problem of unjust distribution of societal power and the
structures that sustain it as critical to sustaining democratic development. One important way it
identifies is through “young men and women playing the role of democracy watchdogs— through
lobbying, campaigning and collaborative partnerships”. The kind of direct involvement in
governance, which ActionAid proposes, remains an aspiration in Nigeria where governance is still
the preserve of the old politicians who have continued to recycle themselves in power. In the
current democratic dispensation, Nigeria slides backward in youth representation in governance as
known old faces were nominated, elected and appointed into major political offices.

Purchase this chapter to continue reading all 19 pages >

Complete Chapter List

Preface
Abiodun Salawu

View Full PDF

Acknowledgments
Okorie Nelson, Babatunde Raphael Ojebuyi, Abiodun Salawu

View Full PDF
Chapter 1

Role of ICT in Socio-Economic Development in Kenya: Demystifying Gender Empowerment
through Mobile Telephony(pages 1-17)



javascript:__doPostBack('ctl00$cphFeatured$lnkAddToCart','')
https://www.igi-global.com/pdf.aspx?tid=172384&ptid=166729&ctid=15&t=Preface
https://www.igi-global.com/pdf.aspx?tid=172385&ptid=166729&ctid=15&t=Acknowledgment
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/role-of-ict-in-socio-economic-development-in-kenya/172387
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/role-of-ict-in-socio-economic-development-in-kenya/172387

Juliet W. Macharia

Chapter 2

Modern Information Technology, Global Risk, and the Challenges of Crime in the Era of Late
Modernity (pages 18-33)

Ajibade Ebenezer Jegede

Chapter 3

Social Media Uses and Effects: The Case of WhatsApp in Africa (pages 34-51)

Brian Pindayi

Chapter 4

Social Media Effect on International Business Venturing in Nigeria: A Conceptual Review (pages
52-66)

Mercy Ejovwokeoghene 1. Ogbari, Ugonna Kelly Ejimofor, Moses Ayokunle Akanbi, Barnabas
M. Suleiman

Chapter 5

Digital Divide, Data Trash, and the Commodification of Information: Discourses around the
Digital Divide (pages 67-89)

Anusharani Sewchurran

Chapter 6

Discourse and Multimodal Analysis of Netizens' Reactions to the Nigerian 2015 Presidential
Elections: A Case Study of Osun Political Parrot Facebook Site (pages 90-105)

Aretha Oluwakemi Asakitikpi, Samuel Oluwafemi Adeyeye
Chapter 7

Nature and Outcome of Nigeria's #NoToSocialMediaBill Twitter Protest against the Frivolous
Petitions Bill 2015 (pages 106-124)

Oyewole Adekunle Oladapo, Babatunde Raphael Ojebuyi
Chapter 8

Portrayal of Women in Nollywood Films and the Role of Women in National Development (pages
126-140)

Suleimanu Usaini, Ngozi M. Chilaka, Nelson Okorie
Chapter 9

Education, Gender, and Child-Rights: Salient Issues in SDGS Years in ADO-ODO/OTA Local
Government Area of Ogun State, Nigeria (pages 141-154)

Taiwo O. Abioye, Kehinde Oyesomi, Esther Ajiboye, Segun Omidiora, Olusola Oyero
Chapter 10

Women Entrepreneurs in Nigeria: Where Is the Mass Media? (pages 155-171)

Tolulope Kayode-Adedeji, Oyinkansola Ige, Thelma Ekanem
Chapter 11


https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/modern-information-technology-global-risk-and-the-challenges-of-crime-in-the-era-of-late-modernity/172388
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/modern-information-technology-global-risk-and-the-challenges-of-crime-in-the-era-of-late-modernity/172388
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/social-media-uses-and-effects/172389
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/social-media-effect-on-international-business-venturing-in-nigeria/172390
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/digital-divide-data-trash-and-the-commodification-of-information/172391
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/digital-divide-data-trash-and-the-commodification-of-information/172391
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/discourse-and-multimodal-analysis-of-netizens-reactions-to-the-nigerian-2015-presidential-elections/172392
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/discourse-and-multimodal-analysis-of-netizens-reactions-to-the-nigerian-2015-presidential-elections/172392
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/portrayal-of-women-in-nollywood-films-and-the-role-of-women-in-national-development/172395
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/education-gender-and-child-rights/172396
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/education-gender-and-child-rights/172396
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/women-entrepreneurs-in-nigeria/172397

Nigerian Government's Attempts at Removing Fuel Subsidy and the Attendant Mass Protests: A
Content Analysis of National Newspapers' Coverage (pages 173-191)

Adeyemi Aderogba, Olanipekun Gbenga
Chapter 12

Press Freedom and Socio-Economic Issues in the Nigerian and Ugandan Democratic
Landscape (pages 192-199)

Okorie Nelson
Chapter 13

A Discourse on Mass Media and Society (pages 200-216)

Nneoma A. Anozie
Chapter 14

Broadcasting Policy in Botswana: The Case of Botswana Television (pages 217-230)

Seamogano Mosanako
Chapter 15

Examining Sexuality in the Context of HIV/AIDS Knowledge among Students of the North-West
University Mafikeng Campus: Does Gender Matter? (pages 232-244)

Paul Bigala
Chapter 16

Awareness and Education on Viral Infections in Nigeria Using Edutainment (pages 245-260)

Suleimanu Usaini, Tolulope Kayode-Adedeji, Olufunke Omole, Tunji Oyedepo
Chapter 17

An Assessment of Media Contribution to Behaviour Change and HIV Prevention in Nigeria (pages
261-280)

Olugbenga Elegbe

Full Chapter Available at

https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/nature-and-outcome-of-nigerias-notosocialmediabill-twitter-
protest-against-the-frivolous-petitions-bill-2015/172393

Full Book Available at
https://www.igi-global.com/book/impacts-media-african-socio-economic/166729



https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/nigerian-governments-attempts-at-removing-fuel-subsidy-and-the-attendant-mass-protests/172399
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/nigerian-governments-attempts-at-removing-fuel-subsidy-and-the-attendant-mass-protests/172399
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/press-freedom-and-socio-economic-issues-in-the-nigerian-and-ugandan-democratic-landscape/172400
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/press-freedom-and-socio-economic-issues-in-the-nigerian-and-ugandan-democratic-landscape/172400
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/a-discourse-on-mass-media-and-society/172401
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/broadcasting-policy-in-botswana/172402
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/examining-sexuality-in-the-context-of-hivaids-knowledge-among-students-of-the-north-west-university-mafikeng-campus/172404
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/examining-sexuality-in-the-context-of-hivaids-knowledge-among-students-of-the-north-west-university-mafikeng-campus/172404
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/awareness-and-education-on-viral-infections-in-nigeria-using-edutainment/172405
https://www.igi-global.com/chapter/an-assessment-of-media-contribution-to-behaviour-change-and-hiv-prevention-in-nigeria/172406
https://www.igi-global.com/book/impacts-media-african-socio-economic/166729

Nature and Outcome of Nigeria's #NoToSocialMediaBill Twitter Protest agai...itions Bill 2015: Social Sciences & Humanities Book Chapter | IGI Global

Learn More
Nature and Outcome of
Impacts of the Media N igeria‘s
ofy African Socio- #NoToSocialMediaBill Twitter

Economic Development

Protest against the Frivolous
Petitions Bill 2015

Oyewole Adekunle Oladapo (University of Ibadan,
Nigeria) and Babatunde Raphael Ojebuyi (University of

Ibadan, Nigeria)

Source Title: Impacts of the Media on African Socio-
Economic Development

BT Ir Copyright: © 2017

Pages: 19

DOI: 10.4018/978-1-5225-1859-4.ch007

Learn More
About IGI Global |
Abstraetd $30.00 Partnerships | Contact |
PDF Job Opportunities | FAQ |

DF List Price: )
F e #NoToSomaIrlﬁe 1aBIll Twitter protest
aﬁ@?ﬁllg%ﬁ}uduuiun of TheFrivotousPetitions Management Team
(Prohibition, etc.) Bill 2015, in Nigeria, this chapter Resources For _
examined the composition of the loudest voices that ~ Librarians | Authors/Editors
framed the protest, explored the level of engagement of | Distributors | Instructors |
those voices with the content of the bill, and analysed  Translators | Copy Editing
the nature and outcome of the protesters' reactions o ggryices
the bill. To achieve these objectives, the study adopted \1o4ia Center
a mixed method sequential design consisting of Webinars | Blogs |
quantitative and qualitative content analyses with Catal N lett
framing as the theoretical framework. Findings show atalogs | Newsletters
that hashtag and retweet features of Twitter together ~ Policies ,
functioned effectively as collective framing tools in the ~ Privacy Policy | Cookie &
#NoToSocialMediaBill Protest. However, the protesters Tracking Notice | Fair Use
adopted fear-induced collective frames that ignored the Policy | Ethics and
contents of the bill. Though the frames drew global Malpractice
media and human rights activists' attention in support of
the protesters' goal of resisting an attempt to restrict
freedom of speech, they did not achieve the same with
the recall of the initiator of the bill.

Proud Supporter @
of WFCF

Laam Maora

https://www.igi-global .com/chapter/nature-and-outcome-of -ni...er-protest-agai nst-the-frivol ous-petitions-bill-2015/172393 (1 of 4)11/27/2018 9:47:57 AM


https://www.igi-global.com/library-account-program
https://www.igi-global.com/affiliate/babatunde-raphael-ojebuyi/312196/
https://www.igi-global.com/book/impacts-media-african-socio-economic/166729
https://www.igi-global.com/book/impacts-media-african-socio-economic/166729
https://www.igi-global.com/about/
https://www.igi-global.com/about/partnerships/
https://www.igi-global.com/contact/
https://www.igi-global.com/about/staff/job-opportunities/
https://www.igi-global.com/faq/
https://www.igi-global.com/about/staff/
https://www.igi-global.com/librarians/
https://www.igi-global.com/publish/
https://www.igi-global.com/distributors/
https://www.igi-global.com/course-adoption/
https://www.igi-global.com/about/rights-permissions/translation-rights/
https://www.econtentpro.com/partners/referrer/2eeff007-a17a-e611-80c4-0cc47a0d221d?url=/copyediting
https://www.econtentpro.com/partners/referrer/2eeff007-a17a-e611-80c4-0cc47a0d221d?url=/copyediting
https://www.igi-global.com/symposium/
https://www.igi-global.com/newsroom/
https://www.igi-global.com/catalogs/
https://www.igi-global.com/newsletters/
https://www.igi-global.com/about/rights-permissions/privacy-policy/
https://www.igi-global.com/cookies-agreement/
https://www.igi-global.com/cookies-agreement/
https://www.igi-global.com/about/rights-permissions/content-reuse/
https://www.igi-global.com/about/rights-permissions/content-reuse/
https://www.igi-global.com/about/rights-permissions/ethics-malpractice/
https://www.igi-global.com/about/rights-permissions/ethics-malpractice/
http://www.world-forgotten-children.org/
http://www.world-forgotten-children.org/

Nature and Outcome of Nigeria's #NoToSocialMediaBill Twitter Protest agai...itions Bill 2015: Social Sciences & Humanities Book Chapter | IGI Global

Proud Supporter @
Chapter Preview of WFCF

Laam Mara

Top

Introduction

Central to democratic development in any modern state

is an environment that is conducive for a free press,

and ultimately, freedom of speech. Since its restoration

of democratic governance in 1999, Nigeria has

consistently recorded low press freedom ratings u 'l.-n:nuL-.J ryhasocalor
compared to other equally democratic African countries

(Freedom House, 2015). Apart from frequent cases of

clamp down on media houses and journalists, there Copyright © 1988-2018,
have been other subtle means of manoeuvre and IGI Global - All Rights
censorship in media-government relations (Human Reserved
Rights Watch, 2015). Besides, Nigerian press system

has exhibited essentially partisan nature and lack of

ideal professionalism as a result of ownership influence

(Ojebode, 2013), political affiliation and state control.

The aforementioned complications limit the ability of the

Nigerian media, and by extension the Nigerian citizens,

to defend the nation’s democracy despite the

fundamental assumption that survival of democracy is

unsure without a free press that provides a good

platform for public debates. Inherent in this assumption
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the people to whom state power is entrusted. As the

conventional media seems to have failed to provide the

space for the citizens to contribute to the development

of the Nigerian democracy, social media has created an
alternative platform through which Nigerians, especially

the youths, can participate in the democratic debates.

Apart from a number of initiatives and agitations to

ensure a free Nigerian press, ordinary Nigerians have

also risen in defence of democracy using the free

platforms provided by the Web 2.0 technologies

(Vesnic-Alujevic, 2012), and by extension, the social

media (Campbell & Kwak, 2012; Chatora, 2012; Bosch,

2013; Price, 2013; Liu, 2014) to post socio-political

commentary and participate in politics (Vesnic-Alujevic,

2012).

The dynamism, pervasiveness and spontaneity of
public reactions to the introduction of the Prohibition of
Frivolous Petitions and Other Related Matters Bill—
officially titled The Frivolous Petition (Prohibition, etc.)
Bill 2015—in the Senate, Nigeria’s upper legislative
arm, provided a case of how citizens could actively use
the social media to defend the democratic principle of
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freedom of expression. The bill was sponsored by
Senator Bala Ibn Na’Allah of APC, Kebbi South (Alade,
2015) and was passed into Committee Stage after
Second Reading on December 2, 2015 (Today,
December 6, 2015). Many Nigerians reacting through
Twitter and other social media platforms considered the
attempt by the Nigerian Senate to pass the bill into law
as threatening to free speech and alternative platform
for participating in mainstream governance and politics
which social media offer. Citizen campaign against the
bill started in the form of Twitter hashtag activism
#NoToSocialMediaBill and culminated into
#MarchOnNASS with a parallel offline march to the
Senate in Abuja, Nigeria’s capital city.

The timing of this bill coincided with global movement
for inclusion of youths in ensuring accountability in
governance. ActionAid (2015) indicates that youths are
an excluded population in global development. It notes
also that Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) did
not make any specific provision for youth inclusion in
development, the costly oversight which the post-2015
development agenda, Sustainable Development Goals,
seeks to address. As a result, ActionAid sees
addressing this problem of unjust distribution of societal
power and the structures that sustain it as critical to
sustaining democratic development. One important way
it identifies is through “young men and women playing
the role of democracy watchdogs— through lobbying,
campaigning and collaborative partnerships”. The kind
of direct involvement in governance, which ActionAid
proposes, remains an aspiration in Nigeria where
governance is still the preserve of the old politicians
who have continued to recycle themselves in power. In
the current democratic dispensation, Nigeria slides
backward in youth representation in governance as
known old faces were nominated, elected and
appointed into major political offices.
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