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Coverage of Women's Agricultural Activities in Nigerian Daily Newspapers

0. P. Fawole and T. A. Olowu
Departiment of Agricullural Extension
Universily ol Ibadan

Ibadan

Abstract

This study investigated the coverage and direction of women's agricultural aclivilies in
Nigerian daily newspapers belween 1970 and 1990. In order (o altain the researcl objeclives,
6408 ecitions ol 10 daily newspapers were randomly selected for the 21-year period. These
newspaper edifions were content analysed for lypes of women aclivities reported and praminence
and divection of the repoited aclivities. The resulls indicate that there has been a sleady increase
in the mnnber of women's agricultural activities -reported in Nigerian dailies. While the amount of
space allocaled to women's aclivities is small, the reports are favourable but not prominently =

located.

1.0 Introduction

Development zllorls in recenl limes at nalional and inlernational levels are focused on
women because of their conlinued poverty and low status werld-wide, particularly in developing
counlries including Nigeria. One of such efforls is the United Nations (UN) Declarations concerning
women. The UN declared 1975 Women's Year and 1976-1985 Women's Decade. These years
were dedicated by the UN lo the advancement and improvement of women's slalus worldwide.
Also, these years wete considered very signilicant for woriten, as they imarked the beginning ol the
ie-awakening of women's roles and conliibution/in all aspects of nalional development such as
agricullure, information science (mass media), politics, cullure, medicine and educalion.

In Nigetia, the UN Woimen Declaralions can be said to mark Lhe re-thinking of women's
conlribulions lo nalional development parlicularly in the agricullural seclor, which resulled in
increased locus on warmen's agricultural aclivilies. The focus on women's agricultural aclivities can
be allribuled lo a number of laclors, lfor example, Nigeria is basically an agarian counliy - 70-80%
ol ils populalion are gainlully engaged in agricullure as primary occupalion and 50% of lhis

populalion are women (UNECA/FAQ, 1974).

Secondly, the general decline in agricultural production in Nigeria, particularly in the area
ol food, an area dominated by women, has been a source of concern lo the government for a long
lime. The on-going locus on women's agricullural aclivilies, may not be unconnected wilh the
recognition of women's roles in food produclion, as a way of solving the food problem in Nigeria,
as well as enhancing women's econoimic slalus.

Elfoils lo concrelize women's pailicipation in the agricullural seclor in Nigeria, wilnessed
Ihe eslablishiment of various programmes. struclural changes and policies. Nolable among these
changes are lhe eslablishment of Women-in-Agricullure (WIA) in the agricullural development
projects (ADPs), Women-in-Development (WID), Nalional Commissian lor Women (NCW), Beller
Life for Rural Women (BLRW)-and Family Support Programme (FSP). Apail lrom government's
ellorts, olher non-governmental organizalions (NGOs) and local organizalions inilialed and funded
wamen agricullural programmes and schemes. These aclivilies imay have provided women
oppatlunities to play more 1oles in development. :
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The mass medio also made signiticant contiibutions lowands the increased 1ecognition and
prominence given lo women's agiicultural roles. Indeed, some of lhe eslablished programmes
becaine household names. Generally, the increased recognilion of women's agricullural aclivilies
belween the years 1970-1990 can be delinealed inlo three phases. These phases are:

ot Conscicnlizalion Phase: The beginning ol the recognilion ol women's agticultural
i w i roles (1970-1974) v o
2. The Consolidation Phase: This is the period lhat wilnessed the eslabn_sh'ment of..
programimes and schemes far'women'’s aclivilies (1975-1985) and
3. The Ellecls ol Consoiéilalion Phase: This phase saw the slart of the ' -

consequaences of the conscienlization and consolidation phases (1986-1990).

The on-going locus on wamen's agricullural aclivilies dales back lo the eairly 70s, and has
no doubl caughl the allention ol a cross-seclion of nalional and inlernalional comimunilies given
the struchural and policy changes. An accounl of lhese changes and subsequent aclivililes can be
ablained lom newspapers hecause ol their enduing characlerislics which has made them the
mosl popular mass imedia syslem (Park, 1969, Wainwiight, 1972 and Moemeka, 1990). For Lhe

Nigenan conlexlt, itis a conlemporary and an empirical queslion.
ILis againsl this background that this study has the lollowing objeclives:

1 To delennine the coverage ol women's agricullural news in Nigerian daily
newspapers belween 1870 and 1990.

To invesligale lhe disliibulion ol women agticullural news by programme
development phases in Nigerian daily newspapers.

f

N
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3. To ascerlain the calegories of women's agricullural aclivities in Nigerian daily
newspapers. _

4. To delermine the calegories of women's agricultural aclivilies by programime
development phases in Nigerian daily newspapers.

5 To delermine the prominence ol women's agricultural aclivilies in Nigerian daily
newspapeis

G, To inveshgate the direction ol women's agricullural aclivities in Nigetian daily
newspapers

Y i To delermine the represenlaliveness of pholographs of women's agricullural

aclivilies in Nigerian daily newspapers.

2.0 Methodology

A 21-year pceriod, 1970-1990. was chosen to meel lhe objeclives ol this sludy. The
methodology used is as desciibed by Olowu (1990) in a similar sludy. All daily newspapers
published conlinuously, Monday through Sunday edilions, within the limelrame of this sludy
consliluled the sludy's universe. The number of daily newspapers within this lime frame according
lo NPAN (1993) is 23. Fiom this number, 10 daily newspapers were randomly selecled.

2.7 Sampling procedure

The 10 randomly selected daily newspapets conslituld the ellective sample of this
sludy. e ’

_‘_’,..-—-

< Newspaper __r;d_ilinns' were randomly selecled using a _ mullislage sampling
le uhnqquu;__Sf_l,x..:;;-rmp e months'were randomly selecled lor cachiyear,.while.lwo.wogks
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were randomly sclected tor.cach sampled month and low days were randomly selecled
lor each sampled week. Newspaper edilions from (he 10 daily newspapers in the sampled
days consliluted the sample.

This sampling procedure produced 8 random edilions of every newspaper in the
sample per month, A total of 6,408 edilions emerged from the 10 selecled daily
newspapers.

2.2 Contlent analysis

The 6,408 daily newspaper edilions were conlenl analyzed inlo live women's
agricultural news caltegories. The calegories are:

2.2.1  General agricultural news:

These arlicles focused on women's agricullural routine aclivities (Innd
preparalion, cultural praclices) and non-rouline aclivilies (pest and dis&ase
control).

2.2.2 Economic news:

These articles focused on women's markeling aclivilies, co-operalives,
access lo credit and economic’opporluni!ies available lo women.

2.2.3  Policy pronouncements:

These arlicles focused on policies, programmes and eslablishment of
organizalions lo encourage and improve women's agricullural aclivilies.

2.2.4 Instrumental news:

These arlicles focused on procuremenl of agricullural inpuls such as
seeds, lerlilizers, exlension services, vocalional Llaining, implements,
conferences, seminars and liaining workshops.

2.2.5 Personalily news:

These arlicles focused on governmenl and non-governmenlal

organizalions (NGOs) officials, wives of heads of slales, governors, minislers,

comimissioners, local government chairmen and women flarmers.

Women's agricullural were content analyzed by 4 coders into any of lhe live calegories

based on prominence (page placement), frequericy (number), direclion (lavourable, neutral or
unfavourable) and pictures (number and column inches).

A reliabilily check belween the 4 coders for 4 daily newspapers are 96%, 94%, 96% and
95% respeclively (Fawole, 1996).

Results and Riscussion

Objeclive 1: To determine the coverage of women's agricullural news in Nigerian daily
newspapers belween 1970-1990.

Inthe 21-year period, 1970-1990. there were 7023 agricullural news. While 209 (3%) of
these agricultural news locused on women, 6813 (97%) were general non-gender agricullural
news. However, women's agricullural news increased from 0.0% in 1970 to 3% in 1990 (see Table
1). Although the observed increased is marginal, it is an encouraging lrend, for it indicales
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acknowledgement of women's contiibulion lo the agricullural sector of the Nigetian economy, and
lhe on-going elfort by the governiment to promote women's participation in agricultural production.

Tabe 1
Frequency distribulion of agricultural news in Nigerian daily newspaper

Women's Agric News

Non-Women Agric News

Year Total Agric
News No. % of total. No. Yo (_)f total
agric news agric news
1970 123 - - 123 175
1971 191 - - 191 2:41
1972 154 - - 154 2.16
1973 245 2 0.03 243 3.46
1974 187 3 0.04 184 2.62
1975 202 3 0.04 199 2.83
1976 225 - - 225 3.20
1977 224 - - 224 3.18
1978 174 - 3 - 174 2.47
1979 173 - - 123 2.46
1980 232 - - 232 3.30
1981 224_ 2 0.03 222 3.16
1982 239 - - 239 3.40
1983 258 1 0.01 257 3.66
1984 405 4 0.05 401 570
1985 460 6 0.08 454 6.46
1986 410 3 0.04 407 579
1987 617 18 0.25 599 8.52
1988 809 42 0.59 767 10.39
1989 780 50 0.71 730 10.39
1990 691 75 1.06 616 8.77
Grand Tolal 7023 209 2.88 6814 97.12




Objeclive 2: To invesligate lhe disliibulion ol women's agticullural news by programime
development phases in Nigerian daily newspapers.

Table 2
Distribution of women's agricultural activities by phase

No. ol women's agric. No. ol non-woimen agric
Phase’ Total agric news news
news ;
No. % of total No. % of total
woinen's ’ non-woimen
agric news agric news
1 900 5 2.40 895 13.13
2 2816 | 16 7.70 2800 41.09
3 3307 188 90.0 3119 45.77
Grand Tolal 7,023 209 2.88 G814 97.02

Twao hundred and nine agricullural news focusing on women wetre reporled in the daily
newspapers between 1970-1990. In Phase 1: 5 (2.4%) women's agricullural.news were repoiled.
This increased lo 16 (7.70%) in Phase 2 and rose lo 188 (90%) in Phase 3. However, lthese
increases are low compared lo non-wotnen agricullural news in the 3 Phases (See Table 2).

None-lhe-less, lhe sleady increases in women's agticullural news in the 3 phases are
commendable and indicale, to some exlent, lhe objeclives of the Nigerian governiment and
internalional communilies to promote women's parlicipalion in nalional development.

Objectlive 3: To determine the calegories of wornen's agticullural aclivilies in Nigerian daily
newspapers.

The distiibulion of the 209 women's agticullural news in the newspapers in 1970 through
1990 is in the following order: instrumental news, 74 (35.40%), general news, 62 (29.70%),
economic news 59 (26.20%), policy news, 11 (5.30%) and personality news, 3 (1.40%) (See Table

3);

Fhoese resulls, show the recognition ol the need lor woimen lo gain nccess o infotmition
relevant lo their farming operalions, which is in lune wilh governimenl's on-going objeclive lo
enhance women's agricultural produclive capacily.

This finding is patlicularly significant, because lack ol access lo agricullural inpuls, is ollen
idenlilied as a major obslacle women encounter in perlorming lheir larming operations.
Fuithermore Felt (1972), Khan (1976) and Olowu (1990) reported that majorily of agricullural news
reported in Brazilian, Indian and Nigerian Newspapers respeclively have lillle or no situalion

relevance lo farmers' needs.



Table 3
Frequency of categories of women's agricultural activities in
Nigerian daily newspapers '

Categories of women's Number Percenlages
agricultural activities
Instrumental 74 35.40
General 6,2 29.70
Econoinic 59 28.20
Policy 11 5.30
Personalily 2 1.40 o
Total 209 100.0

-
Objeclive 4: To delermine he calegories of women's agricullural aclivilies by programme

development phase in Nigetian daily newspapers.

Frequency of calegoties ol women's ag:icullﬁtal news by phase is shown in Table 4;

) Table 4
Frequency ol categories of woimen's agricultural activities in
Nigerian newspaper in the 3 phases

Categories of

women's Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3
agricultural

activities No. % No. % No. %
Instrumerntal 4 80 2 12.50 68 36.17
Genetal - = 10 62.50 52 27.65
Economic . 20 3 18.75 55 29.25
Policy - - 1 6.25 - 10 532
Persanalily - - - - 3 1.59
Tolal 5 100% 16 100% 188 100%
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The overall trend is a gradual increase in all categories of woimen's agticullural aclivities
rom Phase | through Phase 2 to Phase 3. This resull indicales the diverse conlemporary rales of

wormen in agricullural production.

Objeclive 5: To delermine lhe prominence of women'’s agricullural aclivilies in Nigerian
daily newspapers.

Alolal of 38 of the 209 repgrled woinen's agricullural news appeared on prominent pages
of newspapers (or the 2 |-year period,

Frequency of women's agricullural news palced in ronl, centre and back pages and space

allocaled lo them are; front page: 15 (7.20%): 240.74 col. cm; cenlie pages: 13 (6.20%); 319.09
col. em and back page: 10 (4.80%): 430.27col. cm. (See Table 5).

Table 5
The prominence of women's agricultural activities in
Nigerian daily newspapers

Prominent Pages Frequency Percentage (%) of Average space in
total agric news col. cm.
~ Front 15 7.20 240.74
Centre 13 6.20 319.09
Back 10 4.80 430.27

These findings show that placement of women's agricullural news on prominent pages in
Nigerian dailies is low. Indeed, the tolal space allocaled to women's agricullural news in two
decades is 990,10col cm, which is barely over he lolal space of a slandard newspaper page. This
is al variance wilh lhe recognilion of women's agricullural polentials and objeclives of the Nigerian
government to encourage women's parlicipation in the nalional development process. On the other
hand, it may be that women make news on prominent pages only when they are drug lrallickers
or are involved in more serious crimes like armed robbery (Okagbue, 1985).

Objeclive 6: To delermine the direction of women's agricultural news in Nigerian daily
newspaper.,

~_ The findings presented on Table 6 show that 93.30% of reported women's agricullural
aclivities are favourable, 4.80% are unfavourable while 1.90% are neutral,
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Table 6
Distribution of direction of women's agricultural activities in
Nigerian daily newspapers
|

[

Direction Frequency Percentage (%)
Favourable 195 ' 93.30
Unfavourable 10 4.80
Neulral 4 1.90
Tolal 209 100.00

The results show that there are more favourable reporls of wornen's agricultural news than
unfavourable ones in Nigerian daily newspapers. This finding indicates that women aclivilies have
a posilive image in Nigerian daily newspapers.

Objeclive 7: To delermine the representaliveness of pholographs of women's agricullural
aclivilies in Nigerian daily newspapers.

Eighty (80) of the 209 women's agricullural aclivilies were accompanied by pholographs.
As shown on Table 7, 68,75% were representalive while 31.25% were nol represenlalive.,

Generally most photographs thal accompany women's agricultural news do show lhe
aclual acliviles reported.

Table 7
Distribution of representativeness of photographs of women's
agricultural activities in Nigerian daily newspapers

Representativeness Frequency Percenlage (%)
Represenlalive 55 GB8.75
Non-represenlalive 25 325
Tolal - 80 100.00

L
4.0 Congclusions and Recommendations

This_sludy shows that Nigerian daily newspapers have increased lheir coverage of
women's agricultural news across the 3 phases in the 21-year period sludied.
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Within the same petiod, the coverage of the live calegories of women's agricullunal nows
increased, however, lhe instrumenlal calegory was the mosl lrequent. Although, majorily of
women's agricullural news were not prominenlly placed, few of the prominenlly placed ones
appeared more on the [ront page, while the least were localed al lhe back page.

Majorily of women's agricultural news duting the same period were vourably disposoed
lowards women, but the amount of newshole allocaled to women's agricullural aclivity s :;mgll_
Mosl agricullural stories lhat focused on wornen were not accompanied by photogiaphs. However,
the few accompanied by pholographs were laigely representativer and depict the veported stotes,

Generally, lhe increase in lhe reportage of women's agricullural aclivilies is c:omnmnrlal:!n
though still low. However, il could be said that the awareness ol wonien's parlicipalion in
agricultural produclion in the last two decades is unprecedented in the history ol ng;!rcullumr
development in Nigeria. It is certain that women's agricullural 1oles are bolh widely recognized and
visible and it is hoped lhat the repoitage of women's agricullural news will increase even mote wilh
time,

5.0 Lesson for'the Future

The general lrend that emerged from the findings shows thal newspapers' coverage has
great potentials for development of women's agricullural produclion and programimes. The
implicalions are lhat newspapers should

51 esltablish more contact with agricultural organizalions, agencies and women
farmers for appropriate informalion on whalt women's roles are, their aspiralions,
-and problems in agricultural produclion;

5.2 allocale more newshale lo woimmen's agricullural news;

5.3 eslablish women's agriculliral columns for in-deplh informalion ol women's work
in agricullure and

‘ﬂi‘,—;.»{‘_&} et "'-"“'.““‘.-"“»"rﬂf

3, A

A

5.4 repoil women's agricullural news on prominent pages as this indicoles
ot importance.
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