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T~/s study wCls'qHU~':,.: ,,(j-~Qdeter"!me the !l::Vf:',' of aware.ness, <iI::'(!SS and utiltzetior: ,0 ,
Sixteen, Citrus p'~c:eli!(fJ'pr,ni InformatIOn by ctuus farmers tn ATJ$,fit) Loca} Govemmet»
Area of Oyo St9~~fl:'-!I~r1kc.turedinterview scheduled were. adin/,,;st~r~d on s.ix~ycitrus
farmers WQ.P were,:1?~r~9slvely selected trom su: communities: De scriptive stetistics such
as frequ~r7cy dis~fir~Wiid(l,~percentages and re~;'lg were used to al'alyse I.': '" tiet«. Ninety-
eIght, pOInt!hree'~~'If~(ltl·(98. 3:aJ of th~ responde.ntsw(j"'ef1..a'.~_ WJd 85 percent wen·)
mamed.Tr.~ ~~!{N~pwqeof intormetion wef9 VIllage ex(ensl?,fWJnts an~ c.qn~act
farmers as Indlpq:t~M,lbYI46.7 percent and -11.6 percent of rttspc r.ents. SIXty eIght
percent of the farf:ty.~f'S~xperienced low yield "f citrus. Level of';hlor netion awareness.
access and utilliat;8~ orqitr~s farm practices was low. That is 63.:1.5c. b5 and M percent
of the [(iJ$pondents Il!h~d' low scores respecti,vely Th~ extension agents have been,
encouraged to rre!ea,,§erfofarmers necessary intormetion that GCtllld·lead to hl!-t) citrus
production in the area., 1 -

"Ii

KeYWOrds,/nformatiqryfa~areness, access, utJization, citrus J)rbduction practices and
management. ,,;1: 1 -
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INTRODUCTION::!:;ii1i ' ;'
Food secudty haS8~~rll~efined as a situatlorun which all households h~ve boU-;,p'1ysiGai
and economic access'i~9 adequate food for all members and where households c "e not at

• : . s, 'I"' i'd~:[~i. L • '. ".

risk o~losin,gsuch :aRI~e~s(FAO, 1996),. The. wor~ food, referreo to ab0ve,. elT1bi'tICi~3the
Iollowinq :plasses::q~ttbohydrate, Protein, V,tarnlns, Minerals, F:3t and all and Water. It
has beenc()nclude9i:i,~at:the one that gains prominence in consumptlon in Africa is fh~~
carbohydrate asPEtctilRfthe food (FAD, 1996). Various nutrltlona, deficiencies lead.ng, to
high mortality rate r~Y~resulted from very low intake or lack of other classes of food if.1our
diets.' ;". 'I, ' ,

About'42 per~i~nt by weight of the fo:}d taken in the t';.ipic each year is of animal
origin. including red m:~at. poultry, fish, egg anc dairy products. F,ift~:'.light percentcons.st
,of plant products 5u,c;b:as veqetable, fruits and melon, flour c)ndiU" eal products, sugar .
sweetenersjpotatoes] in various forms and Aller products in:-I::c.'ing beveraqes: The
foods of.animal' o~igil1~ontri}:>uteabout. 36 percentof our energy supply, the foods of plant
origin gives the remaining 64 percent (Briah, "j 981).
Citrus lias'b,een -~oted as one of the w'orld's third finest fruits grown corrur.erc.ally in
countries throughout the tropic and subtrop.cs around the gl012le(Williams and Jam es,
1975), Citrus fruits are produced in many parts of West Africa , but production is rnairuy for
home consumptionsince thelimited quantity r-: "ruits produced ;::;insufficient to supply an
export market. Citrus production in Nigeria," rs not reached a staqe of exports (USDA,
1990). - -
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. ' :-"', Problems encountered by citrus farmers ihAfrica ranges from the cn'f)ice of good'
varieties and its availability, ~gronomic practices to storage" processing and. marketing,
Specifically, it is observed that citrus farmers particularly in the study area are unaware of
management practices of citrus seedlings. As such, the groWfl' of the scion is suppressed
or terrninated.

Thus, information has been identified as one of. the resources required for
improvement in citrus production, It is defined as the data for decision making. It is said to be
a resource or input that must be acquired and used judiciouslyin order to make anInformed
decision. Those who possess appropriate and timely inforrnatlonw'!l make amore rational
decision than those without appropriate and timely infotmation{f\iila, 1988). .:

Every individual, whether literate or non-literate, needs information in order to take
. decisions. Thus, every sector of the population engaged in agriculture need access to
information and its utilization in a way that will increase productivity. The act of taking the
information to the grass root via radio, television, print media and internet has been referred
to asway of clipping off the long standing rurst poverty and transformation into another class
or status (Bessie, 2004). The latter also emphasizes that there must be adequate
manpower to provide supportive services for rural farrnersln order to facilitate its easy
utilization. That most of the time information tochnoloqies are takento rural settings without
adequate provision of experts to teach the farmers who are purely illiterate and are not ready
for a chanqe. Improve access to global information networks and adequate capacity
building are essential for Africa agricultural producers (Willy currie, 2005).

Objectives of the study ". .
The research examined the level of information awareness, access and utilization

among citrus farmers, in ATISBO Local Government Area cf Oy@ State.The specific
objectives are to: . .
1. identifythe socioeconomic characteristic of citrus farmers in the area of study;
2. identify the major sources of informalioll available to ano utilized by the citrus farmers

and . ... ,
,..

3. determine effect of the information received on citrus productivity.
!"C>

Materials and Method
The study area is ATISBO Local Government Area o.f Oyo ,State. It consist of the

foll?wing towns and villages: Ago-Are, Irawo, Ofiki, Sabe, Baasi' Owo and Agunrege,
Alakuko, Ore, Ojeyinka, Adeoye, Tede as theheadquarter and other hamlets, The average
annual rainfall is 1200mm. It lies within latitude 08,41°N and longitude 03.23°E. (OYSADEP
1987). Tile population of the study consist cf (YiUS farmers. In selecting the sample size, six
communities were randomly selected fr(: .:: 24 communities that made up the Local
Government. Sixty, citrus farmers were purposively selected from the six (6) communities
with the assistance from the extension agent. Ten (10) respondents from each community,
thus making sample size sixty (60) respondents. .

Results and Discussion
Tabl~ 1 reveals that 98.3 percent of the respondents ~J~re male. This implies that,

that women do not or prevented from growing tree crops as a result of land right attached to
Yorub~culture. AboutAO percent falls between ages of 50- 59 ':-Iearswith 1- 6 year of tormal
schooling. Also 85 percent ofthEJrespondents were married.' . . "
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TABLE 1: The Distribution of the Respondents According to Socio-Economic
Information '

Variable Frequency Percentage

SEX
Female
Male
AGE
20 -29 years
30 - 39 year~ ,
40 - 49 years
50 - 59 years
60 years and above'
NUMBER OF YEARS OF FORMAL
SCHOOLING
Nil
1-6
7-12
MARITAL STATUS,
Single'
Married
Divorced
Widowed
WidowedlDivorced
RELIGION
Christianity
Islam
Others
Total

1.7 .
98.3

1.7
16.7
26.7
40
15

~.\t3.3
40.0
33J

-,",,

5
(35
1.7
6.6
1.7

71.3
26.7
1.7
100

Source. Fiel~ Survey, 2000

" , Table 2 indicates that 28 (46.7%) of the respondents in receive information on citrus
from village extension workers. These results corroborate that of (Alae, 1980) which came
up with the findil)g that extension agents in Nigeria are the most important sources of ,
information to the farmer on agricultural innovations .

.',
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j TABLE 2:
'iF .'

Frequency Distribution Showing Sources of Information on
Citrus Production·' .

I!,

'~.Variable
----------_._-,..------
':, Village Extension Workers
. Contact Farmers
Friends and Neighbours

~,Radio
:.~,Television .
.:~Newspaper
;';P()ster Pamphlet
;'~QPi~rs.:
!, N'o Response
:·"'tntal .
)~f.rr.

Frequency

28.0
25 .
5.0

,. 1.0

Percentage'

. '

46.7
41.6
. 8.3
1'.7
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
1.7
100

!\~Source:Field Survey, 2000,.
t;(! ",
t(:i' r The above source with contact farmers and Radio were also those emphasized
'!' by (Olowu and Igodan, 1989) in a study carried out in Kwara State. The agricultural
:' practices they considered are part of this study. ' .

!. TABLE 3: Frequency Distribution Showing the type ofAgricultural Information
t-leededby Citrus Farmer in Atisbo Local Government Area of Oyo State

Farm practices Frequency 'Percent

29 48.3
12 20

: "

29 43.3
31 I 5;.,0
23 38.3
19 31.7
42 70
'24 40
35. 58.3
26 43.3
35 56.3
19 3'1.7
28 46.7

12 20.0
31 51.7

Recommended Spacing
Improved Varieties

I..(. Information on Planting Procedures
: (right depth destroy the polythene bag)
' ..(, Information on Pruning Method
, . 'InformatioR on Irrigation .
f ' Recommended Fertilizer Application
1 .• Method of Mulching

Information on Pest and Diseases
h: Information on Harvesting Period .
'~.t','Est~blishment of a Groynd Cover of Legumes'
i!'ft .Information on Weed Control ., . .
~~. Method of Storing .
~ Information on Recommended Cropping Pattern
t Market Outlet
~ Juice Extraction
. Land Preparation Method

I~--s-0~u-~-e-S-:F--~-ld~S-U-N-e-y,-'-2-00-0------~-
I
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Table 4: Above indicates that 33.3%, 36.7%, 3~%, 30% and 40% of the respondent!
did not have access to the right .uformation on spacing, cropping pattern, improver
varieties, juice extraction, irrigation method, weed control and market outlet respectively.

'" Journal 'of Agricultural Extension
Vol. 10; 2007

• ":", ." " ':'"'''''''' • .s TABLE 5:, , "'. ~",,' , ~ . , I
From Table 3, one can deduce that less than 50 percent of the respondents an

aware of information on citrus farm practices. For instance, 31 (52.7% fand 48(80%) of th,r-r---
respondents are not aware of information on recommended spacing and improved varietie Citrus
respectively. These may eventually led to their low yieldor production. practices

TABLE 4: Information Access on Farm Practices Spacing

N = 60
Improved
varieties

Citrus No Access Difficult Ea~.y·· Very Easy No Planting
Practices . (0)' Access Acc~e's~ Access ResponseProcedure

(1) (2L (3)' (4)' i:lruning Me
Spacing I 20(33.3) 2(3.3) 28(46.7) 4(6.7) 6(10.drngation M
. Improved =ertilizer
Varieties 22(36.7) 6(10.0) 24(-10.0) 1Ci .7) 7(11.7I\ppiication
Planting 'lI1ulching M
Procedure 15(25.0) .. 5(8.3) 31(51.7) 1(1.7) 8(13.3:>e5t5and
Pruning Method 12(20.0) B(13.3) , 30 (50.0) 5(8.3) 5(8.3riiseMes .
Irrigation Method 18(30.0) . 13(21.7) 20(33.3) 3(5.0) 6(1 o.o-iarvesting I

Fertilizer ,
i

3rdlmd Co:
Application 17(28.3) .5(8.3) 26(43.3) 9(15.0) 3(5.0)'f l~gUtt1es!
.Mulching Method 14(23.3) 9(15.0) 23(38.3) 6(1 p.O) . 4(6.7)3toring Met,
. Pests and ~ropping pi
diseases 14(23.3) 4(6.7) . 32m!~·3) :. 6(10.0) 4(6.7)Juice.extrac.
Harvesting Period 17(28.3) 2(3.3) . : 30(50.0)· 7(1 '1.7) 4(6.7)Needl:ontr
Ground Covers lI1arket oLltil
of legumes 18(30.0) 11(18.3) 20(33.3) 5(8.3) 6(1O.O·__~ .._I
Storing Method 17(28.3) 13(21.7) 19(31.7) . 6(10.0) 5(8.3L ' '

Cropping pattern 20(33,3) 6(10.0) 24(40.0) 2(3.3) -iqures in f.

8(13.3) Sources: Fi
Juice extraction 21 (35.0) 2(3.3) 27(~5.0i 2(3.3) 8(13.3
Weed control 18(30,0) 6(10.0) 26(43 ..0) 5(8.3) 5(8.5)
Marketoutlet 24(40.0) 3(5.0) 24(40.0) 3(5.0) 6(10,0 Tabi

nformation
Figures in parenthesis are percentages and market

Sources: Field Survey, 2000 :0 the citrus'
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,ABLE 5: Citrus Farmers Information Utilization on Sixteen Farm practice~ in
Ients are"' Atisbo Local Government Area of Oyo State I '- : I
Wo) of the. '-.:.0' ----------------'------------;- I

Ivarieties~;: Citrus Never used Used before Stillusinq No respons[!
';practices (0) (1) 1(*J

( ':',
.~. _._,~.~._~ "..~ _......... ", ~ _ __ .. _..!. ..•.:.:.,_ ..: _.._ ._ .._. ..__ __ __ __ M ••• •• __ ·_

I I
2~(46. 7) 4(6.~)

.', ·1
24(40.0) 1(1.l~ ,

i
1(1.7!
5(8.3
3(5.0~

9(15·P)
"6(10·r)

6(10.0)
7(11.7)

pacing
tnproved
arieties----IlL.

No' lanting
sponses.:'Procedure
(4). ~Pruning Method
6(10.otlrrigation Method

'.Fertilizer
7(11·7)Ef.pplication

t:,~ulching Method
8(13.3)~Pests and
5(8.3) ~~iseases
6(1 o.o)~~arvesting Period

~pround Covers
3(5.0) Kbflegumes 18(30.0) 11(18.3)
4(6.7) ~ptoringMethod 17(28.3) 13(21.7)

~~ropping pattern 20(33.3) 6(10.0)
4(6.7) ~.:Uuiceextraction 21 (35.0) 2(3.3)
4(6.7) F~Weedcontrol 18(30.0) 6(10.0)

l,Market outlet 24(40.0), 3(5.0)
6(10.0lf;:· .
5(8.3) ~i' . I

. figures if!parenthesis are percentages '

. tPources: Field Survey, 2000 .
8(13.3)~i
5(8.5) rt\
6(10.0j;:; Table 5: Infers that 33.3%,36.7% 35% 4:j% of the respondents have never used any

E'lnformationon the required spacing, cropping, pattern, improved varieties, juice extraction
::and market outlet respectively. The above suqcest the realiabilty of the information available
tJothe citrus farmers. '
~::..
r"

)ondents':J
rnprovedl
.lively. .

h~

...t. 0"_,,

20(33.3)

. 22(36.7)

15(25.0)
12(20,0)

,18(30.0)

17(28.3)
14(23,3)

14(23.3)
17(28.3) .
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.~.,~..

2(33)

6(10.0) ,

5(8,3)
8(13.3)
13(21.7j

31 (51.7)
. 30(50,0)
20(33.3)

5(8.3)
9(15.0) .

, 26(43.3}
23(38.3)

4(6.7)
2(3.3)

32(53,3)
30(50.0)

; 20(:33.3)
19(31,7)
24(40.0)
27(45.0)
26(~;J.O)
24(40.0)

5(8.3)
6(10.0)'
2(3.3)
·2(3,3)
5(8,3)
3(5.0)

.~~'-----~--
./
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TABLE 6: Level of Information Awa~etless, Access and Utilization on
Seventeen Citrus Farm Practices

.. ~.: I •

Level of Information Awareness Frequency Percentage'

Low (0 .: 17) 38 .~ 63.3
High (18 - 36) '22 36,7
Level of Information Access
Low (0 -17), 34 56.66
High (18 - 36) 26 43,34
Level of Information Utilization
Low (0 -16) 30 50.0
Medium (17 - 34) 08 13;33
r.tigh (35 - 51) 22 36.67
Total GO 100.00

Sources: Field SurVey, 2000
,
.~
f

I t
From Table 6, one could deduce that 63.3%,56.66% and 50% of the citrus farmerb in f

Atisbo Local Government Area have low c'Nareness, access and utilization to citrus ,
information since the Village Extension Agents and contact farmers are the major sources of i
their information. These, extension agents only have mandate of disserninafinq f
information on cereals, legumes, root and tubers. Thus, only.few experts among them assist t
farmers in other areas of agriculture., 'f

, I

Also, low utilization has been experienced as a result ofthe above reason too. l
~ :. J

!
I'TABLE 7: Effect of Information Received on Citrus Productivity f.

-, !----~----~--------~------------~----~~~~-~~---------------l
.~

--------,-----i
[

Frequency , Percentage

Brings very high yield

Brings high yield

Low yield

No response

Total

1.0

16.'0

41.0
2.0

'60

1,7

26.7

68.3

3.3

100

Sources: Field Survey, 2.000
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~\ ;
:ep~CLUSION. .
. . The study was undertaken to determine the level of information awareness, access
and utilization among citrus farmers in Atisbo Local GovernmentArea of Oyo State. It was
concluded that 98.3 percent of the respondents were male. 85 percent married with 26.3
percent that have never attended any formal education. Vi!lage extension workers 01EW)
and contact farmers were the major SOUf(;eSof information to the citrus farmers. It was
further concluded that the VEW did not convey the right mtormatron to the citrus farmers, .
low level of awareness access and utiliz-ation of citrus information were' recorded that
eventually led to low yield of citrus.

~...

RECOMMENDATION
Extensi~n agents should come alive with their work by communicatlnq to farmers all the
required information that could boost citrus production. .

Extension agents should be more resources oriented.
Demonstration methods. pictures and other modern communication devices

should be employed to teach farmers.
;,!..
;., f;
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