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of instruction in Yorub4 courses offered in linguis-

tics and African languages departments. Graduates

of these programs préduca their writings in Yoriibd. .

Inferestingly, teacher-trmmqg colleges are the domi-_ :
© mant institutions for Yorubi as second—language pro-
grams in ngerm Many. Yoruibd instructors belong to
r}'le professional organizations Egbé Akomoléde Yor- L
’ ubé and Egbé Onfmo Edé Yoruba4.

In Europe, two prominent institutions for the study
of Yoriibé are the Schdol of Oriental and Africa Stud-*
ies (SOAS) in I:ondoniand the Institut National des-
Langues et Civilisations Orientales (INALCO) in Paris.

-In America, the National African Language Resource
Center (NALRC) 1den1:1fL1es eighteen established Yoruibd
language programs, and other centers report thirty-
nine institutions offerling some Yorubd courses. The
.. American Association of Teachers of Yorlib4 (AATY)
* serves as the professional platform for Yoriib4 edu-

. cators in the United States. The formalization of the
methodology for Yorf}bé L2 tefiching has developed
and grown as a field. A dominant methodology is the *,

_ goal-based approach, :
. and emphasizeg the interrelationship between L2 ped-

X agog;y and knowledge about language, culture, learn-

ing strategles and communication strategies. -
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LAW! CUSTOMARY

.'Pw‘l‘h‘f'

Before colonial rule, &stomary'iaw governed the Yor-
b4 people in squthwestern Nigeria. Slmply put, cus-
+ tomary law refers to those customs gerrerahy accepted’
|- by a particular community as binding, the breach of

'i‘s'cgstomarily recogni&ed, adhered to, and applied by

196

‘moderu court of law is by expe;t witnesses groundeg :

“ whigh results in custo ary sanction. A rule of conduct «*
See

the inhabitants of a particular community in their
relationship with one another within or outside their
particular community. This conduct has obtained the -
for_cé of law, in that noncompliance with the rule or
custom in qUestlon results in adjudlcatlon and pos-
sible sanction. -
Alcustom is differeﬁt from a'customary law. Accord-
ing to Remigius Nwabueze, a customis a rule of con-
duct., When it attains a binding ox obligatory charac-
ter, it becomes customary law. There are sanctions for
breal:h of eustomary law. Sanction under customary
law mcludes banishment, compensation, excommu-
nica;mn, restitution or restoration, corporal pumsh-
ment, death penalty, ridicule and humlhation, and
apology .
some of the characteristics of customary law
include that it is unwritten, flexible, and generally &
accepted. D. 0. Ibekwu stated:

R‘Ieg'nettabiy enough, our own customary law is unwritten. It
was handed down the ages, from generatiorto generation,
‘Like a creed, it seems to live in the minds of people, This L
‘é{plains why so little was really known at the beginn[ng

about the vast body of laws which had always governed tha
afairs of our fmcestors from time

11mmemm'im|

Becguse customary law is unwntten it is part of
informal education of children from birth. Proof in

in cm:rstomaw law.
Customary law is flexible. It is a mirror or a refle o
tloniof acceptable usage. This was stated in the case:
of Lewis . Bdnk;ilé (1909). Customary law remains flex
ible,| and capable of adapting to chan"'
ing circumstances. In addition, it is a generally acce
able norm by the people subject to it, as illustrated
Eshuigbayf EI6kdS v. Government of Nigeria (1931), Assenfi#
is supported by sanction, and the sanction is enforcgs!
able, Parties to a dispute subject to customary law
usuz;lly not strangers to each other. There is usu
socigi_d, marital, or tribal tie that binds them. Chan
in customary law usually evolve fronr usage an
not declared by a repeal or amendment. -
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also Law: Mod;nf
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LAW: MODERN
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@ with the Protectorate of Northern Nigeria to form
 the Colony and Protecto{'ate of Nigeria. As a result
ﬁ of Nigeria’s historical link with Great Britain, English
%/ law has become a major sourct of Nigeria's modern
,-';1 law. The Common Law of England, the doctrines of
wv.equlty, as well as Statutes of General Application in
: force in England on January 1, 1900, form an integral
"'*.{ part of Nigerian law. In addition, certain English stat-
J‘te's fhat have been received into the laws through
.. local legislation are 1mpqrtant parts of Nigerian law.
# Qther modern sources of-Nigerian law iiclude local
% Ilegisfation, case Iaw the tonstn.utwn, and laws from
# «variouscourts,
Local | legislation con51sts of enacted laws that ema- <
{ Hate’ from the major leglslatzve arm of government:
either the National Assémbly, comprising the Sen-
i ate and House of Representatwes or a state House
4 of Assembly serving the federal and state legislative
i interests, respectively. Case law has been defined by
4 John Asien as “that body of principles and rule of law
which over the years have been formulated or pro-
i nounced upon by the courts-as governing speciﬁc
| legal situations.” Thus, the principle of judicial prec-
“edent is a fundamental part of Nigeria's legal system.
a“l‘he modern legal system in operation in Nigeria is the
1. adversarial system of sourt proceegings, which is sim-

* ilar to Jther common law countries. However, the jury

,* syste is not used.in the|Nigerian system of adminis-

. tation of justice.. i otk .
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The 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, which is the supreme law of the country, is
binding on all authorities and persons in Nigeria, It is
another source of law. The Constitution makes provi-
sions for the establishment and constitution of courts,
thus makmg a hierarchy of courts a fundamental part
- oFthe N gerian legal system, The courts provided for by
the constitutjon are the Supreme Court, the apex court
. in the Hierarchy of courts, and the Court of Appeal,
" with judicial divisions that sit in various states for

-H-adnums rative conveniences, There are-judicial divi-

sions in/some majbr cities in Nigeria, such as the Fed-

Modern Nigeria dates to 1914 This was when the then = eral High Court and judicial divisionsin different states
Protectorate of Southern Nigeria was amalgamated ™ of the federatien for administrative convenience. The

High Court is present in each of the thirty-six states as
~ well as the Federal Capital Territory, The Sharia Court
of Appeal has appellate and supervisory jurisdiction in
civil proceedings involving questions of Islamic per-
sonal law. The Customary Court of Appeal has appel-
late and supervisory jurisdiction in civil proceedings
involving questions of customary law. The Magistrate
Courts, District Courts, Area Courts, and Customary
Courts zre established in various states by state laws.

See al$q: Law: Customary
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- LIBATION

of libation have gained a permanent place in
the Yorﬁba culture. It is a significant aspect of the
traditidhal religion; it is customary that libations be
offered to deities, Oral tradition claims that there are
401 deities in Yorlbd traditional religion, and each
requires daily or weekly libations, depending on the
deity. Libation is the offering of blood, water, or liquor
to deities and sometimes food to ancestral spirits.
The two most common types of libations in the cul-
ture are water and liquor. The water libatien usually

_ tvolves complete submergence of the deity's sym-
“bols, \'Nhich represent the deity, or sprinkling water on

i N 197






