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LAW: MODERN

o
Modern Nigeria datés to 1

I e
i with the Protectorate of| Northern Nigeria to form

~ of Nigeria’s historical lmk with Great Britain, English

law. The Common Law of England, the doctrines of
~equity, as well as Statutes of General Application in
force in England on January 1, 1900, form an integral
| part of Nigerian law. In addltlon certain English stat-
. es that have been recg1ved into the laws through
é, local legislation are important parts of Nigerian law.
. Qther modern sources of-Nigerian law fiaclude local
‘  legislation, case law, the tons‘cnutlon and laws from
varmus ‘courts,

fate"from the major leg%slatxve arm of government:

. interests, respectively. Case law has been defined by
’. John Asien as “that body bf principles and rule of law
| which over the years have been formulated or pro-
s nounced upon by the courts as governing spec1ﬁc
{  legal situations.” Thus, the principle of judicial prec-
“odent is a fundamental part of Nigeria’s legal system.

EThe modern legal system in operation in Nigeria is the
.' adversarial system of @ourt proceegdings, which is sim-

* ilar to 6ther common law countries. However, the jury
. systetn is not used.in the
. tration of justice..

Nigerian system of adminis-
-

-

.
.
-

Enfries_ AtoZ

the Colony and Protectorate of Nigeria. As a result

cither the National Assémbly, comprising the Sen-
‘ate and House of Representatives, or a state House
- of Assembly serving the |federal and state legislative

L14. This was when the then ** eral Hig
Protectorate of Southern Nigeria was amalgamated** of the federatien for administrative convenience. The

~ law has become a major ! sourcé of Nigeria’s modern

o ’ Asem, J

Local | legislation consists of enacted laws that ema- «

g

»

|
¥
|

The 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, which is the supreme law of the country, is
binding on all authorities and persons in Nigeria. It is
another source of law. The Constitution makes provi-
sions for the establishment and constitution of courts,
thus making a hierarchy of courts a fundamental part

- of the Nigerian legal system. The courts provided for by
the constitutjon are the Supreme Court, the apex court

_.. in the hierarchy of courts, and the Court of Appeal,
Oldyémisf B4mgbdsé o

++s+ admjnistrative conveniences. There areJudicial divi-

with judicial divisions that sit in various states for

some majbr cities in Nigeria, such as the Fed-
h Court and judicial divisionsin different states

sions in

High Cofurt is present in each of the thirty-six states as

~ well as the Federal Capital Territory. The Sharia Court

of Appeél has appellate and supervisory jurisdiction in
civil proceedings involving questions of Islamic per-
sonal law. The Customary Court of Appeal has appel-
late and supervisory jurisdiction in civil proceedings
involving questions of customary law. The Magistrate
Courts, District Courts, Area Courts, and Customafy
Courts zre established in various states by state laws.
See alsj: Law: Customary
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LIBATION

-

Rituals lof libation have gained a permanent place in
the Yoruba culture. It is a significant aspect of the
tradltlo'nal religion; it is customary that libations be
offered to deities. Oral tradition claims that there are
401 deities in Yoriibd traditional religion, and each
requires daily or weekly libations, depending on the
deity. Libation is the offering of blood, water, or liquor
to deities and sometimes food to ancestral spirits.
The two most common types of libations in the cul-
ture ar}e water and liquor. The water libatien usually
Tvolves complete submergence of the deity’s sym-
" bols, which represent the deity, or sprmkhng water on

v
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