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The Volume 5 Nos, 122 1398 Edition of Journal of School Educalion
contains articles focussing on issues like Women's health and disability, treatment
- cgmp_l:ance : socio-legal effects of sex abuse of women as well as the rights of the
7 Nigerian Ch:ld_. As usual, readers will find this edilion educative and shmuldhng

| We will conlinue Lo strive to be cn circulation with your inputs in sending us

1 good academic papers for consideration and also buyin co
Remain in good health. Sihglibagit s

Dr. O.A. Moronkola
Ezt.?i';or-in-Chief
Tjgust 1998.
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CHILD LABOUR AND EFFECTS OF THE
ECONOMIC CLIMATE ON THE RIGHTS
OF A CHILD IN CONTEMPORARY NIGERIA.

BY

OLUYEMIS] BAMGEOSE
DEPARTMENT OF PRIVATE AND BUSINESS LAW
UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN,

IBEADAN. '

{

Y ABSTRACT

A child is the resource pool from which the future generation is predicated.
Many countries are now coreerned about the child especially in the area of her
rights. Child labour was onf of the first and most important items targetted for
international cooperation. Work is not necessarily detrimental, however it should
not be hazardous and exploitative. . Certain mechanisms influence child survival

f presented by the economic climate in

and developmenl. The gloomy picture
Nigeria has made child labour a dominant and problematic area in Nigeria. This in

effect has affected the rights of the chﬂd;. i
e

INTRODUCTION

A child is the resource pool from which the future generation is predicated.
Many countries all over the world are now cancerned about the child especially in
the area of her rights. Noling that the child, by reason of her physical and mental _
immaturity needs special care, many slales have deemed it necessary to make
special provisions for them. For most of history, children have been cherished 6r
used, pratected or abused. . = Tk -

Of all issues relating to children, child labour was one of the first and most
important items targeted for international cooperation. From the outsel, it must be
understaod that work for children is not necessarily detrimental. i is however

essenlial that work shauld not be hazardous and exploitative and should not
prevent children from going to school.

The definition of child labour by UNICEF is adopted as a working definition

in this paper. Child labour is defined as any paid or unpaid aclivity, pertormed by
children up to 18 years of age, undertaken in a vaiiety of fonmal or informal setting
including children household which is exploitative or fikely 1o be hazardous or
interfere with a child's opportunity to exercise any other rights, such as education,
leisure, participation or endanger their health or any aspect of their development.
There are complex mechanisms influencing child survival and
development outcomes during the process of economic development. The oil
boom in Migeria in the 1970s and its effects brought many promises of change for
the bright future of Nigerians especially the Nigerian chid. Even then, the
Structural Adjustment Programm (S.AF) in the 1980s brought such promises of
change economically but in most cases, for most peaple, especially the less
priviledged, and in particular the children, it caused more pain than improvement.

i fi
below the poverty line has increased sharply and it has been discove

i -Sahara Afnca that
Nigeria is a iniddie income oil exporting country in Sub-Saha

bcina in Al ry at that time,
. ; > fising in the country @ _

i oom in the 1970s. The boom ansing on no clear

w‘m?zie:”;ﬁf;lﬂgn where big investments were ml-“alegegisiimberoflargo-

i ral projects which proved lo have a n Hean and rural

Ssil?bh;?ot:‘uc?nsélgingpralising the number of absolutely P?C’g nhlrhe averags the

i 'un households, The present position in Nigeria is 'h?\‘: oria had an annual

:‘;Qri‘;iila ipcome continyeqgal perly;?%r; a:nr;rl]: ;lg ?352' p::g:' cent. (Green and

i : d in the . making for
Intaton 513 01, &.por cor M i i f structural changes ™

iti is little evidence of stru holds

inger, 1984). inaddition, there of urban households,

,Sn';?km ;mngved prospects in the near future. The number o that social

nded and!
programmes including  child development programmes are poorly fu

ic cli i igeria, what then
" monitared. With this gloomy picture ‘of the ‘economic climate in Nigena, !
m a0,

i imes? The impact of this

) J igerian child in contemporary times’ iy i

?tﬁzzu;m:;elh(: érr‘nﬁdzlg:ms clr = with Child labour remaining a dominant fe {‘

l .

& pmblem_ mlb:]hgi:n:éckgmund, this paper examines Ct]dd Laboureai:u‘i‘mf:;Iccltls;:‘;'J :

ﬁ'gncat:&s;ty on domestic child labour and street hawking be‘t::ucff L adi

o lg‘a‘b!' to give proper treatment to all the different aspec Fifl R

e Niggé'ﬁa A piclure of the economic climate is gl‘\;fenmed e
ﬂ%ﬂlngms of the child. Efforts made and problems confro

address the issue of child labour are discussed.

: it i d the Economy ; ;i here
e Ch“dﬁ‘geg%?;s:n% Economy are three concepts in a so?ning;t::ﬂ =i
ind ngerlll of ot another. However, it has turmed out 1o be
int ;fﬁ%jienaéﬁ’t on each other. (Prizetacznik, 1977).

B Ct!“d iraditional African culture, the child is said to belong to the souiye:r;
¢hich. A t.he traduhn; urtured as a social creature and integrated into ;r;::ofn i)
vl i 'aq sgciety In the Nigeran cultural concept, the le‘s sl
ot s ﬂ.l rer seven |.s regarded as helpless and innocent. Thi Zeordine
:qnel:: ;?;Eﬁgr:n do not help in minor huuseh&:!dhmures; Er::suhpa\;n el
o1 igeria, children of the poor,
changed. In contemporary Nigena, chil

i n years
nditions as domestic helps. A child is defined as a person ;';d;irg:n? ::?:e éh"d‘
oo rdance with the United Nations Convention on the RiC h the cin - as
of8ge 9, acco asnical and the mental nature of the child distinguis Wagl el
TESARE. ﬂ? special safeguard and care. Nigeria, like many cF;—eczu!ﬁngl many
mmgmi? -neeme speciai need of the child, considering many factors ce of the child,
e matio?:gal instruments and taking due, account of the lmﬂo‘ﬂa:nutled to certain
:gseed ihat the child in her own right and not just a future adult is

rights.
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» rinie Rights

g8 resll?aof“l}gus on the child which started in the first quarter of the 20" century
bt ol e'aﬂermalh o( the geared towards the needs of children has given
gnition that children have rights as adults in form of civil, social

economic an t
mic and cultural nghts. One of the most rewarding steps taken in the hislorx '

of mankin S i

Nov:mn:;rd :vga;gth?;d?tlan cf(:he_ Convention on the Rights of the Child en 20
s B)'.r e 1." or:‘ bonventmn is the most widely ratified human right treaty in
ok 1T eC:rs‘zgymjsg'E{. the Convention has been ratified by no less
e e ion is the most complete statement of Children’s
5o ”‘Ir:elr?&r:.zzgp for the chiid is not a recent development. “As far{ back as
319, oo lnter ‘I;nal Child Labour Convention  (Minimum Age Jndustry)
SRl lh e ﬁrs_l(pgtemalpn_a[ effort was adopted to regulate thildrefhs
Faepaiion chifde r:vo:k Place. From this'Convention, the world's positicn on the
ey s as evolveq and expanded over the years. The int ational
i whichn'g children mdudei the 1923 Geneva Declaration an the Rights
Siaeicid whie :sh really the first international treaty on the rights of the child
e o %f e .League of Nal..ins. With the birth of the United Nations, a
el of the rights of the Child was made in 1959 - a devel ent fro
1€ 1924 Declaration. There are other instriments which take into -éogf;al?bér{:::

limit i

i ?‘g ;& 12? ::Lem;il sphere. At the regional level, recognition has been given to

P e : Id. In Africa, certain member states of the Organisation of

Satian dny dak g vllplu,'cons:derahon the virtues of their historical tradition, the

Ybes. i Civilizalion and hurman right problems in the region agreed o a
own as African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights which zame into

.. force 0n.21% Oclober 1985, but was reiciare:
- 865, but was registered with the Unite i
Septembe yEmee > e United Nations on 107

plember, 1991, This African Charter which represenis the African conr:ineunt

Ez{ﬁf:‘;?i ;? :;et :kues[iun of Hu_man l:ights conltains rights which are of a general
(Anides Y fes into cun;tderatmn the peculiarities of women and children
peculiar?é)te;éﬁz?gza iflzgzigint:!j the A.fric.an child is z{nolher regional charer which is
Rights and Welfare of the Chillg. oﬁﬁg‘g i(?meergir'?:frt“samfm { iy Cf_lal‘ter e
:r: hc:gif?é:?r‘]st '::é-,nl;:;sjaugr:‘ i::opung tr.::e Cnaner‘, m:rcr:;rl;.et:;:r:;;\fgtc;alzsl:.‘.:i?:;
zﬂi i::ﬂf:rt:éue;s c;{ i;hitssadr:-lsgoﬁ?;?: céuu‘f?;?:l.w?r:;l{:rﬂm;ﬁggef:;;g!:?:l
iggi(lja;r !: mljher;l:;tx;a- Nr:ﬂil:n? (‘:Zz:l!vlel%::n::inihfi:;:sogfm(E:'::l;!grm iflg:éaﬁ
cc:nplemen.t s L‘:: 5 meged. The c:g;;rler provides a specific regional
P ': T‘:TelﬂaEr:ag; m: ng:guﬁ;: tnmme mem.bgr States c_f the European
[hereinalftt?; r:;eﬂr;e.d 1o asthe Eur_upean c:mv:ntizzimsmg PR
t?e Sy g : ;;.:hr::)le that Nigeria is a signatory to all the instruments {except

o .

Oy SRR Rapyhn~e UINN Bogitiad o Sspead braalih Roipiasnty SO s

All these instruments dis~ySsed abave contain provisions on the right of a
child to be protected [rom child labour, a very complex issue perceived by different
people and vested interest groups in different ways.

The Economy
ln contemporary Nigeria, the economy has direct bearing on the rght of

the child and in paricular the issue of child labour. What then is the present

- economic climate in Nigeria? Al this period, the economic situation provides a

grim scenario. The debt servicing in the country draws a significant proportion of
the country's export earning, reducing the quantum of financial resources available

forimproving the lot of the children. 5
The level of unemployment is an area of the economy which invanably

-affects the sights of the child.- The larger the proportion of the labour force fully

employed, other things being equal, the better the chances that children wili grow
up in homes where they will be well cared for, A

~ The level of unemployment is a matter of concern in Nigeria. The fabour
force (employed and unemployed ages 15-59 years) constitutes 31 percent of the
tolal population. For the period Apiil to June 1995, unemployment rate stood al

1.8 per eent. (The Nigerian Household, 1995). Since this period. employment rata

b
has declined.
*Thﬁ income distribution pattem in Nigeria portrays the slate of the
economy. A larger size of the population live below the poverty line. The effect is
that there will be a large proportion of children who are underfed, underclothed,

undereducated who will be forced into the labour market. :
- The political climate is another issue to contend with as it has an adverse
effect on the economy. It has compounded the domestic economic: proi-em in the
country. One of the elffects is that giant industrialized countries have withdrawn or
reduced the foreign aids and grants which hitherto had been a boost to the
economy. Coupled with this, is the fact thal foreign investments are being
-withdrawn and this has resulled in mass retrenchment of workers, closure of
multinational companies which had formed the majority of investments in Nigeria.
In addition, instability in administration is a general problem in Africa, and Nigeria
is not an exception. This has an adverse effect on the on-going programmes
_usually to the detriment of the child. The overall effect of the political climate is
badly felt by the less-privileged in the society and women and children who are
particularly vulnerable. With the on going democralization process in Nigernia,
there is hope that the economy will improve with the restoration of foreign aids and
grants. Moreso the government policies on trade liberalisation and the differsnt
incentives on foreign investment will go a long way in boasting the economy.

Ckild Labour, The Rights of Child And Economic Climate

Child labour is a controversial, emotional, complex and challeriging issué
in many sacieties. $

Work for children is not necessarily detrimenial. According to the definiton
by UNICEF, wark is only detrimental to the child when it is exploitative, hazardcus
of it interfere with any other right a child is entitled to. The attituges towards crild
labour have undergane a major transformation in recent times, For example. prar
to and during the first phase of industrialization in Europe; labour was not thouzt
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" _AEaten child welfare. It was believed that labour is the most effeclive means of
child leaming and was actually promoted especizally among the children of the
poor. Then, many children were already working at the age of three or four and
the birth of a child, heraided the arrival of a future labourer and security for parents
in later life (Cunningham, 1991).  Child labour was even used as 3 cure for
childhood problem.- Children over the age of five and under fourteen who are
orphaned or found living in idleness or begging would be bound into agricultural
services or craft (Zeith, 1996). Traditionally, European children had engaged in
agriculture in addition to working as servants and apprentices to crafismen. The
induslrial revolution created new employment opporiunities for them (Boyden,
1998). This issue was not restricted to Europe. This was also true of the United
Staie; where official estimates show an increase of over a miliion child wPﬂ(ers
between 1870 and 1900 (Zelizer, 1885). An analysis of the United States Federal
poputation” eensus ‘manuscripts for. Philadelphia in 1880, revealed -thal ‘Irish
children contributed between 38-46 per cent of family labour income in two renl’
families. x

By the end of the 19" century, attitude towards Child Labour were
beginning to change in the West and mass education was gradually introduced as
a means of solving childhood problem and work was no longer perceived as an
aclivity fundamental to child socialization, but as one in itself constituting a social
problem. : ‘ peddon g

In Africa, the economic roles of children have been written by many
ethnologists, who studied the sociely during the colonial period and after. In some
African countries like Tanzania, (Orchardson, 1961), Liberia, (Bledsoe, 1988).-
Zimbabwe, (Hollenmans, 1952) it was observed that children were involved in
contributing to household work, right from youth. In certain societies, in times of
dice.need. arising -out. of economic hardship, child pledging was viewed as a
solution for the survival of the family.  (Hallenmans, 1552). Though it was said
that, in the former cases, the objective was to train such children for adult life,
there was no doubt that tangible economic benefit occurred o parents and
household from the work of children. 2T

The provision of Article 15 of the African charter on children’s Rights is
similar to Adicle 32 of the United Nations Canvention. These two instruments do
not prohibit outrightly child Iabour. Their provisions protect the child from
exploitation and hazard which may interfere with the child's education (emphasis
ming) or harmmful to the child's health or physical, moral, spirtual or social
development. Child labour is manifested in different forms. It is found both in the
formal and the infonnal sectors and both in the rural and urban sectors. Itis a
myth that child labour is peculiar to poor countsies. In.genem{‘me formal sector in
Nigeria only employs a tiny fraction of the active iabour force which is usually less
than 10 percent. Officially, there are no children working in this sector though
exceplions which are insignificant in portion may occur. In the rural areas in
Nigeria, work assigned to children are divided into three categories. The first is
domestic chores, the second is farm work and the third inciude small trades. In the
urban Iinformal sector, the issue of child labour can be seen in street trading,
domestic services and domestic service in the family. This paper focuses mainly
orf domestlic services and strest trading or hawking which are prevalent in though
not unique to Nigeria.  According to the ILO repart, in Senegal, 40 percent of all

* total number of children under 1° are engaged in economic activities.

_servitude. The age of the child domestics daes not i

CNUYETIN Cabitghams 4§ 600 boset b

ici i i iviti and India, 25 percent of the
children participate in economic aclivilies, InGhana anc Gorid of

Work I.L.O. 1996); (L.L.O/96/11).

estic Services . gy _
s Domestic service is a form of child labour. In Nigera, the use of children

for domestic services is growing al an alaming and dish_ering ra:ie c?}ﬁg\fﬁ;{:
service need not to be hazardous but in most cases, when it affects e 'basis
The several hours of performing domestic services, s._omelimes on 3 u R
and the tipés of work carried out make it exp_lmlahvef and hazea\:e;ulzgs Li>
mm e chi i rs of age or

uncommon to see children as young as éight yea nﬁuen%:e L
the volume ‘or type of woik cariied*out: Child ﬂdmesﬁ? woprkukgﬁiv;;%n af::e':]?n;o

ighteen hours a « in n cleaning, to cooking, 5 ;
eighteen hours a day ranging from cl : 9, RS0,

>ning. fetching water with li for leisure except when g
ironing; fetching water with little or no time . v e

children'i i child domestic starts be
the children’in the family, Usually the day for a S h CaReia b,
sther member of the household and ends after every membe
;tk}';%-isﬁdﬁ '&;g_iu’anding on the child. There have been cases of sexual abuse in
addition to the physical, moral and psychological abuse. b

" ‘Child domestics in Nigeria are of two categon;ss. The;e rdz;;e:l ; oo

used for commercia ial gai heir parents or gu. :
for commercial and financial gains by t , i
in domestics. Those in thi re offered to household for monetary
L Sl s collected are rarely Given to the
which are escalating in recent times. The moneys collec G
gilzh omestic but gsed to supplement family income or gain by traffickers. "Thiﬁ
Jther category of domestics, consists of those sent to wealthier relatives usually
urban cenlres to assist with housework in exchange for food, shelter and dot{\;g?ﬁ;
in a few cases, it is in exchange of tuition or schooling or a training 1?) ca;ee:d ce
often than not, such children never gelqgigo&s tT!;B')If ire so burden
housework and never get time to study, which leads to failure.

. '_‘F‘ﬁ'r:e very naiu?e of domestic work is shut away from the eyes of thf wgrzli?ci
aﬁd employers do not regard it as reprehensible practice. Accessstac;) Iisﬁ 4
domestics in homes is very difficult and this had made it difficult to e

iable data of the number of children involved. ) _
il The little studies carried out on child domestics, sho?v that motr: g;:; lgfar:
boys are employed. (Okeahialam 1984). This may be attributed lod r?nesticated
culturally the girl child is reared at a very tender age to perrc-r;:-ll gh i

chores in preparation for her future rale. It is also revea!eq tha e

referred to adults because they are easily dominated, they complain ess it

::iu less for long working hours. Studies have aiso shown that in mnss;:_..m 0 o

| it . i : domestics share equ

2 o r nutrition, because it is rare that cnnqr r =
!u:bt‘;::'lmﬁlydue mp::Is such children are less developed in height a:&i:;;gt;te:h;g

! i ' thing except on rare . Seve

other children of the same age. Poar tlo e

Srporal punishment and the burden of work have been show ‘ s
ggo;al[ﬂg;n resulting in depression, passivity, as well as chronic fle;:rta;:rtils::x;rec:::1

(The state of the world's children, UNICEF 1997). The q'uestaon al ‘

the above discussion is what movates child labour. ]
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: '{[iable to 5 years imprisonment. If this law is enforced, a large percentage of
Nigerian parents will be behind the bars.

Ancther legislation that should be considered because il is directly
concemed with the protection and welfare of children is the Children and Young
Fersons Law. The welfare of children was first statutorily recognised in 1943
thraugh the Children and Young Persons Ordinance (No. 41 of 1943 as amended
by No. 44 of 1945). This legislation is contained in the laws of the Federation of
Nigeria and Lagos (Cap 32). Upon regionalisation in 1954, this Ordinanzs became
Stale laws. This law prescribes measures for removing and protecting children
from adverse effects of conditions in which they find themselves. It is concerned
with remedial the protective measures for the benefit of children who are in some
kind of peril. This law has been desgribed as obsolete and ineffective and a review:
of the provisions Is very imminent. T h :

From the above disclissionfon the various legislation on child labour in
Nigeria, and with such laudable legislative provisions there are still problem. The
decline in the number of tfained child social workers employed by relevant
agencies has contributed to the non
decline has been attributed to the ailing economy, In addition, in the light of the
policy of slructural adjustment, public exper}dimre on the training and social
development has significantly shrunk. t
Palicy Formulation a2 :

-Policy formulafion is another effort made 1o redress the problem of child
labour. A lot has been done in the area of policy formulation to enhance: the right
of the child especially as it affects child labour. One very imporiant area is in
educational palicies. The instruments on the rights of the child to which Nigeria is
a signatory provide for sound educational objectives. There is no doubt thal
education enhances children's ability to express and act upon their concerns and
hopes for the future. Education is the single greatest measure to spur
development and multiply benefits of children. The provision of high quality,
relevan!, and affordable education for the child is a weapon for combaling child
labour. As it has been discovered, work can keep children away from school and
at the same time, affordable and relevant schooling can keep the child from work.
This is the position taken by the ILO (ILO June 12 1936).

To enhance education in Nigeria, several policy instruments are in
existence. The first national policy on education was in 1977 and was revised in
1981. Al present, with the Nigedan ailing economy, there is a cut in budget
allocation for education. This is detimental to the children especially the girl-child.
Th2 effect is a fall in the quality of education, inadequate facilities and shortage of
teachers. Invanably, this places financial burden upon many families in the course
of educating their children resulting in the withdrawal of some children from school
into the labour force. According ta Abdullzhi (1290), Nigeria is currently facing
crisis in the management of quantitalive matters in the education with serious
implications forthe Nigeria child.

The reality is that in Nigeria today, the economic incapacity remains by far

the strongest opponent tg progressive qualitative education. The effect of this, is
having its toll on child labour in Nigeria.

1
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Enlightenment Programmes

enforcement of legislative provisions. This -

e A : = .
In spite of the economic climate in Nigeria, lherg?verr;m;?éi[ir;dmgcio
government organisations have conﬂnued 19 demaqs?(ale .,t(r;ng ramm‘es phocle
o eret and gl o e BT N, o S Yoo o e, i s
i ights of the child. al Y : 2
zgszm? ?r? b:?;e,?aghand propagated as a year of mgdutatgn to !r;z rnghrﬂuasy 02! 'Imis
child and a year of new hopes for the Nigerian child. ve’wnycnslélr&n e
declared as children's day and a national holiday fur'all Nigena e rig.h{s £
day of reflection and remembrance about the Nigerian child da“ U
welfare. The Day of the African Child on June 16 is marked wi

i ‘firm commitment for the child. A <
T fa;t%: ngeﬁtg; Life: Programme . initiated by- the-wife of. the former military

'ﬁrésideﬂl'v'Mrs.'Matyam Babangida, and the Family Support Programme (F.S.P)

intiated by the wife of the late Head of Statla.rMcr_i;siialflear:a:L rﬁg:::hoar a;::u ;w:‘rtg:ga:);
The Better Life Programme was to fa k f ch _
:?;;;‘am:r-lhees :ﬁgel;le F.S.P ag programme of action designed to maintain and give
impetus to family related programme.- : :
. m'!f: u;sd?‘lg‘r'“:g{@e ,arép many seminars, conferences and talks be;{:g
ised b ﬁ?&aﬁﬁ%‘s organisations, where issues relating to the rights of the chi
:rrgaggmssié ‘The problem emanating from these efforts is that most of these

programmes are urban oriented and elitist in approach. Programmes are in most

ignitari 0 an Iprits who violate the
by the dignitaries who are usually. not the cul :
:Ziel: agﬁggﬁ?egén? prlggrammes on the radios and televisions and the nl:;tmna':
newsl;apei's are restricted to the class of the people who are already aware thoug
not totally innocent of violating the rights of the child.
DR\ & g2 e A

= fr?eogi%%(:iave played a vital role in redressing child labour in Nigeria.

Their independence allows them to expose and attack interest; (asgginsl lhedggmz
i ithc ieldi iti . Many N.G.Os are
child without yielding to political pressures ‘
ior:v;?:ed itli pi'ogramm:’as \o free children from the dangers and hazardous works
igeria, N.G.Os" activism runs high. Y ‘
. N‘gen;'sﬁﬁ?cesslo s;:y that many N.G.Os are invalved in redressmg the prpblel;ﬂ
of Child Labour and some have introduced the flexible ap;:ro:c{t::iol: :e::u;;::gsez
i IC It 5
in rking children specifically through non-formal edu B that in .
?::gcet:iun'gew:f ang kind on parents. There are such programmes in N.wllup:;:(l)l:g ;aci
Bangladesh, Philippines Brazil and recenlly in Nigera that have re
oulstanding results (Ahmed, 1893).

v d : i -
L F_;_:;:a;ﬁs;s of the Nigerian ecanomy has contributed to the problem of child

i i i i dependent on brain,

in Nigefia. With the economic survival becoming more : :

gugr:; r:tlﬁlz Iaabau:' is an important element of national lehc‘:ml,ﬁécl :Ss'::ogzﬁgt
i is that chi

i ell as a social welfare concern. The truth is that child 1ab !
ﬁn:ri:ngng:f ?ola'n abrupt end with the present economic s:tuahngh !1?:1 r:':g;arg;;
therefore a multifaceted approach has to be adopted to protect the v:.a o ke
abuse, exploitation and hazards. Such app_ruacnes_should be pr?nic oy
rehabilitative and must be linked to the child's social and econo

g o et o —
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e g h’..'aimn monitoring, and enforcement, are nol sufficient to address the menace
o of child labour It is recommended that the approapriate authorities should provide
e basic services for the children, o relieve parents of financial burden., An example
- is the provision of free and compulsory education al the primary and secondary

school levels,

Developing relevant basic educational curriculum which is fiexible and of
direct use to the children, formulation of more relevant and coordinated policies,
intensive enlightenment campaigns using the cultural ways dissemination of
informalion, training of labour inspectors and child welfare officials for effective
monitaring, are ways of redressing the problem of child labour. Countries in the

{ North need to take up the responsnbthty by addressing financial aid, trade
', inequities between the South and the Norlh, and this will reduce the economic
hardshlp being experienced in the country.

of the Nigerian economy and’ its repercussion to guarantee a future for
i Nigeria.

! “If you want peace, you must start with children”

' : (Fahim, 1992).

Al
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