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h i ld  abuse lltc ellbctivensss and problems emauntsred *&": 
hisljli@trd oild fillally tile irnpiicaiioqs o f  child abjse on t1w 11triWi"i . Ty 

, * :.,~,,yy 
of the ctlild art. discussed ' I . . r .  

ClflLD ADUSE 
Tl~e term cllild abuse has dtR'rent meanings. According ta the 
African Network t'or t l~c preventidn and Protection against cl~itd 
Abuse and Neglect (ANPPCAN), child abuse is the iatentional, 
t~nintcntional or well intentional acts whidh endanger the physical 
hedth, emotional, moral and educational welfare of die child. 

2 + 
These acts include sexual abuse, child marriage, child labour, chiid 

' battering, child trafficking, cl~ild abandonment, and malnutritih, 
Child abuse could be 
categorised as sexual abuse, physical abuse and emotional abuse. 

*. 
-2.) 

Physical abuse include beating, hittins, deprivation of fwd and:';; 
' material or the misuse of a child in a way that the frh~ile body' 

structure cannot bear such was the case of an eight month old baby - 

who was alleged to be violently shaken and had his head slammed 
and he died five days Iater (The Guardian, "19!28). Sexual abuw is 
the misuse or exposure of the body of a chiId in an immoial rnamer. 
It is any act of a sexual nature upon or with a child by an adult. 
Schehter and Roberge (1976) dgfine; sexual abuse as the 
involvement OF dependent, developmefitally immature children and 
adolescents in sexual activities they do not truly comprehend to 
which they are unable to  give irtformed consent, or that violates the 
social taboos of family roles. 

For the purpose af this paper, different affences under the laws of 
crime in Nigeria and other issues under the laws dP crime which ape' 
relevant to child abyse will be discussed. a - 

"ap 89 1990 applica6le in Northern 

'awa**l md, can be 
Smim 4 7 (3) (F) 4 the 

, , . 
We pi'0&4~&d&~r~r €Ply 

whatever am( agaivst 
k ~ g l e ~ t  ". 

' . , ,  : 
, , 1 I ;  - ,,.,i'.: . * I  

4 Omer legislations relevant to the laws'o~crime and which &xtain to 
the child include The Wlildren and Ywag moss Laws (Cq 32, 1 

1958) which made an elaborate provision on the Rights of tite, child i 
in relation to {he welfare and trwtmkt of young ~ f f e + ~ , b i h e r  
l ~ l ~ t i o n s  are the Criminal Procedure A m  ( C P A ) . : ~  80, 

, 1990), The Criminal Procedure porthem States) At? ,.(@ 81, 
1990) and the Evidence Act (Cap 112 199Q.) 

Apart from the above maintained legislations which are national and 
state laws, mere are some relevyt Ime~~ational Xaspuments to 

- which Nieria iq a signatory, and some of the @ides are reiw+mt to 
the' Law of crime. These include the United N&om  ond don on 
the Rights and Welfare of the Child (1990), the Atiican Charter on 
the Rights and W&we of the Child ('1986) arid t.hs Qrganisati~n of 
Atiican Uuhy Charter on Rights of.the child (1990). Unlike bcai 
legislatiw, under the international Instruments, there are no 
sanctions for infringing the provisions. Many of these htemational 
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. -- 
it. . ., is  ,,. , ' w- 6 crime with < miaXirnum p ~ i ~ h t r i e n t  ot* \ 

, . ,  i*,4qt., . , . . , " , .  ' , . c r  ',,,$ $>',.k . , 
. . ,  . ,  

I.!' 

f : , , f , , ' 8 '  ;.' " 
1 .  , , , ' , ,  ' , , .  1 

. .  . 
" .  . %  . , I . ,  , r f :,he, v . 

., ' 

f d e i d t ,  is a. crime undq senion 327 of the Criminal E 3 
'.,&#hq'hf child abuse, It is when a mother of a cpd unda 
*crq\Ith~ cases death of tlte chiid either wilfUlly or 

mind, was dis* I&cau& she hlZ wit. hi1 
&t& @p &st of giving bib to the child or by m n  o 
ii is subrn'ieci that this prevision of the law stiwtd be 
Wch ,a9. r ~ t h e r  is in wkti af medid MEp a& $hmId 

.&p&ered as an oftimdwipcause of the state of her min 
$& of eomn$rtidg thi 'cpimc. Ma-! when lahe &%mtx k 
(iyi$&qmnt kf life ~ p " d ~ & ~ ! ' ~ s i s s a ~ t a ,  1985) 

I - 
' M~uG~~DR. kidnapping, 5iawi d d m g  and child aealiwr 
. thn ouy reark in p h y i i d ~ ' ~ k l .  or emotional cMd 
Timmlns, 1866). They are &s udei sections 36 1, 362, , -  
311 bt ihe Criminal Code, ud are (mtibit~ci in micle 35 
United b@ipns Conver~an m &e Stf* of the child and 

' 29 oP@c O.AU. chaaa:,b Ni*a &re ire many' 
ohi$bm b'dag kidnapped, &duct&, stdm and' wld 
into nd$hlbIrxSng m-ntfies. The r)affy Times (2991) 
somc ' r ( $ i @ ~  ohitdnm wac rescud ~ n d  repatria~e'd %y!. & 
~i*crik ddwsy io L M e  .nd these children - d ~ - d @  
A h b b - ~ a i ~ e  C o d  &w&mgl~r~ t  hfl.ZniO State. 'fn.3maq m, 

Y, 
.? 

tad to abuse. Under m,,, , '  
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fn section 411 5 of the Criminal $rocedure 
) I, 

offender except where tried jo;*tltly kith 
, , cotin bht a ju'vih~te 'iouh pprdp 

' ,' ainl is shielded . away &m ' priblic' 

comeriled kiss8 presetrt in ̂ the coun. 
I ,:;, - '- , - .  

1' % ,  
,. I '  *,$ 4 L ,, ;;;. ): ,lz;,$@ i ~ h $ * ~ ~ ~ k  5. .* - . 

w ,  

, "  > , <. ,3 + .  - ;, +.$,J+;$t-.<,>5&is2*~ - 
,,% - -  6 , . " ' " 

A&r the trial, the wordm'&ni$qmii is not',wui'jly uyd fa6 child 
d k i d a r s .  *d,is in- likekith tht yim bt the juvenile justice system 
M e k  is to reform and iiiteirite' ,the child. In the disposition ?; 
WWS, &e herds 'Yoaviciidnw or4 *~nfence" arc strons wards 

q d  b&ef~tbii.t $u& 
the "rigfits of a criildi cj 

hior(?; patbetic cases artre insrtantie~ of c 
but were born in the prison us were brought C6 the p k m  
 the^ m a k s  who were sentenced to term of imprisomem. It is 
udbe~unate t&a$ ate no srpedsl @~vison unda the law of crime f~ 

J 
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si~ch children 

:i Ona of t l ~ a  disposition tnrbnds discussed above is t1oggin&. " 

the iyue of cliild abuse. hogging is s primitive, inhuman form cf 
'punishment rlilder the h'tv of crime. Under this law, only males 
below the age of seventeen catr bc tlogged. Accocding to McEwen 
(1972), the two reasons For tllis form of pu~tishrnent are ta instii 
fear and to iniiict pain and act as detercnt. It is said that if flogging 
is not properly ar judicicaufily applied it has adverse affects which 
may do more harm than good. The adverse effects include making ' 

the child incorrigible, bitter and resentkl. The only advantage is 
that it is qitick, does not waste time and man gower and it costt , 
little. 

h+ . 
There is a pitrported correlation between child abuse and ' 

aggressivelviolent behaviour or crimes. It is believed that persans , 
who were abused or neglected as children would becmns murdsrer~ , 
or perpet~ators of other crimes af violence if they suwive. , I 

* 4 ,  ..- 
There is the possibility that a physicaL sex@ or emotional abuse on : , 

a chit$, which is recognised as a crime under the, taw, can l ad  to - 
the child doias an act which arrnaunts"9o a crime. There is an . 
interwoven reiationship between qh,ild abuse and the health. 

, implications arising from such abuse and crime. Abuse af a child . 
either ptaysically or sexually may 'resuit into one or more of the ' 

following. .&I unwanted pregnancy, may m l t  into abortipn. 
Abortim is a crime. An abused chiM may attempt to commit suicide 
on Hertsdf of may even attempt or mtus3lly murder or cause harm ts 
the abuser. These acts are all crimes. The way a child is bandled and 
treated pase a serious threat to cunmt health issues. Gs the most . . 
fraslle member of the society, a child is most wlnerable. It is ' 

therefore important to consider the kfTect of such abuses on the 
health of the chiid. 

which have rife kqg wd lit% threat 
or traumatized children sow to be 
vduc to the natioe  pig wing 
cab. ~esult in dkg addiction in 

not properly kept at the v a i w  
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CHJLDREN 
Thae are some problems which m a k s  it dilkcult to"+cifor& or, 
reduce incidence of child abuse. Some of th&e are iisted below: 

DiEerences in perception and false perception. It is fatsay viii Setting up of a home rcisiraticm . p r r t g f m  by qualified .believed that there is less danger of infection frm welfare officers. 
with younger partners. . , + . . I? a r 

r , ' - S T . "  

ii Cultural problems: Phis constitute a problrm, of defininb 
child abuse. For &ample, the degree of sps&rlS wNkh 
constitute child abuse is not defined. This makes it diffiwk 
to dHamine thq point at yhich narmal, chr;Ed rekng @, .i 
discipline turn to, &use legislation will b t c ~ m e  difficult to-.' . 
cnfbrce an$ policy 'makers may encounter serious p r & ~ . . ~  
to any chnd prBgrsmme that is introduced. ( ~ r n e & ~ ' ' ~  ' 

1936). 
, < . .  

i i i  @tPrnariond networking in ohild abise: This problem ir a .  : AS*JI~IE~I #&pwii F9%: A Cinl Libtnias\ org&& 
, $oh1 one as children are increasingly being .bought qnd orl State af ~ u d n  Ejghts, 

'. 6 , 

t B d e t  L. and Btau A The R.mcfiort of CMl&ed to *&&mi 

$>') ) 
i'i 

/ %L 

adequate hiding (Rectirdc, i 997). B d e r  E. artd Gwgget A.E, 1957 A Followup Report on 
ChikkbiI %%a Hhld Ty&af Sex-1 Experience. dniL.rica~? Jct&tai 
of O<f@whi* 22: 824-837 . , 

. ,  

Children md Young Persons Law (Cap 32 '1958). 

C r i m i ~ l  Code Act (cap 77) 1 990 L m s  uf$k ~edekztimt of 

Beefing up of security at the borders to prevent I 

1.. international network and trafficking of children. 
HI Provision of rehabilitating centres for victims of child abuse. I 
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