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BUILDINGSUSTAINABLEPEACEFORDEVELOPMENTAMONG
MUSLIMSANDNON-MUSLIMSINBIDAEMIRATE:ANEFFECTIVE

STRATEGYFORNIGERIA

BY

KAREEM,MURITALAKEWUYEMI
(AAT,MBA,ACA,PHD)

DEPARTMENTOFARABICANDISLAMICSTUDIES,
UNIVERSITYOFIBADAN,IBADAN,NIGERIA

&

BUKHARI,KAMALUDEENOLA
DEPARTMENTOFARABICANDISLAMICSTUDIES

UNIVERSITYOFIBADAN,IBADAN,NIGERIA

Abstract
Whilemanypartsoftheworldhaveexperiencedconflictsandwar,BidaEmirate
remainsacauldronofstabilityandpeace.Manyresearchworkshaveexamined
causesandimpactsofconflictsinmanypartsoftheworldandsocio-politicaland
economic activities in Nupe with scantattention to the causes ofpeaceful
operationalenvironmentin Bida Emirate.Therefore,this study examines the
determinantsofpeaceinthestudyareawhichismulti-religiousandhasdifferent
ethnic affiliations.The researchers used purposive sampling technique and
conductedindepthinterviewswiththepeopleatthehelmsofaffairsinBidaEmirate
suchasEtsuNupe,chiefImams,theleadersofChristianAssociationofNigeriaand
ethnicgroups,someindividualsand law enforcementagentsfortheirrolesin
achievingsustainablepeace.ThestudyrevealedthatEtsuNupeusedhispositionas
the royal father to prevent, manage and settle conflicts and minor
misunderstandings among his people before theydegenerated into significant
violence.Findingsalsoshowedthatannualinter-sectgatheringsinEtsuNupe’s
palace,dialogue,justice,tolerance,understandingoftheQur’anandtheSunnahof
ProphetMuhammad(PBUH)andguidelinesofJamatNasrulIslam onissuessuch
assitingofcentralmosquesandtakfiir(callingapersonanunbeliever)fasclitated
sustainablepeacethere.PreventionisusedtokeepBidaEmiratesafefrom ethno-
religiousandpoliticalconflicts;andthissaveshumanandnaturalresources.Muslim
and Christian preachers should intensify their preaching towards godliness,
tolerance,patience,loveofothersandrespectforeldersandtooneanother.
Keywords: Sustainable peace, Muslims and non-Muslims, Bida Emirate,
development

Introduction
Manypartsoftheworldhavenotexperiencedpeacedespitetheeffortsofnon-
governmentalorganisations,successivegovernments,internationalorganisations
andindividualstoaddresstheissueofconflict.Theeffectsoftheirstrategiesand
programmeshavenotmademuchimpactonthepeople.Thereisaneedtosearch
forbetterwaysorstrategiesofimplementingpeaceprogrammestomakethem
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more effective and sustainable.Peace is the foundation and precondition for
economicgrowthanddevelopment.Wealthofanationcanincreaseifthereis
sustainablepeaceand securityin thatnation.Theoreticalcausesofeconomic
growth such asinvestment,education and technologycannotfunction without
peacefuloperationalenvironment46.Inthesamevein,religiousactivitiescannotbe
doneinconflict-riddencommunitiesandinanenvironmentdevoidofpeaceandrife
withfear.ViolencehasnotonlyadverselyaffectedtheeconomicgrowthofNigeria
butithasalsoaffectedthesocial,politicalandreligiousactivitiesinthecountry.In
Nigeria,manyinvestiblefundsandliveshavebeenwastedduetolackofpeace.

Whilemanysocietiesareusingreligionsandethnicaffiliationstodisintegrate
theirunityandcausehavoc,BidaEmirateusesthesamevehiclestocausepeace.
Religionandethnicaffliationscanbelikenedtoverygoodvehiclesthatneedgood
andexperienceddriversandgoodpassengers.Intheabsenceoftheserequirements,
thevehicleswouldbebadlydamagedandrenderednotonlyuseless,buttheywill
also be used as the instruments ofdestruction instead ofobjectofbuilding
egalitariansociety.Inasocietythatallowspeacetoreignorprevail,allsectorsin
thatsociety-manufacturing,agricultural,healthandeducational-wouldbringabout
thepositive,social,economicandpoliticalfactorsthatwouldleadtosustainable
economicdevelopment.New strategiesneedtobeusedtocontainexistingand
emergingconflicts.Theresearchquestionsare:‘Whatarethestrategiesusedby
Bida Muslims and non-Muslims to build a sustainable peacefuloperational
environmentandcontaintheirconficts?Canothersocietieslearnfrom them?

LiteratureReview
ManyauthorshaveexaminedNupelandfrom historial,politicalandreligious

perspectives withoutinvestigating the causes ofpeace in the area.Makwa47

discussedtheformationoftheNupekingdom byTsoede(Edegi),thefirstEtsuNupe,
thereligiousbeliefsoftheNupesbeforeIslam,theadventofIslam andthearrivalof
Christianityintheland.Hediscussedhow NupeshadmanycultswhichNadel48

termsasreligionswhichincludedBukpe,Dakunu,Gani,Gunnuamongothers.Makwa
alsodiscussedtheadventofChristianmissionariesintheNupelandinthe20th

century,Accordingtohim,theearliestpostsintheoutskirtofBidatownwereSt.
Peter,Ifengi,Zungeruroad,StJohnBanmisuGbogiandtheBaptist,Ndazabo,Minna
road,Makwa49.HealsostatedhowtheChristianevangelistsinBidapastedposters
ofdifferentcaptionssuchas‘FireforFire’,‘BidaforJesus’,‘Bida2000’etc.inpublic
placesinvitingpeopletotheircrusades.HethencalledontheChristianevangelists
tobecautiousinthechoiceoftheirfuturecaptions50.

The Religion of Islam was spread in the Nupeland through Muslim
Wangarawa traders and Islamic scholars.Some ofthe scholars who really
propagatedIslam intheareawereShaykhAbdur-RahmanbnMuhammadbnSharif

46
B.D.Hassan,TheImperativeofPeaceandSecurityfortheAttainmentofInclusiveGrowthin

Nigeria,2015ConferenceProceedingsofTheNigerianEconomicSociety(Ibadan:The
NigerianEconomicSociety,2015),p.20-21

47
I.A.M.Makwa,Islam inNupeland:TheTaskaheadofDu‘at(Bida:Almasna‘atPrinter,2002),p.1-

16.
48

S.F.Nadel,NupeReligion,TraditionalBeliefsandtheInfluenceofIslam inaWestAfrican
Chiefdom (London:Routledge&KeganPaulLtd.1954),p.68-70.232-258

49I.A.M.Makwa,Islam inNupeland:TheTaskaheadofDu‘at(Bida:Almasna‘atPrinter,2002),p.32-
34.
50

Madaki,M.B.Madaki,FulaniDynastyinNupeKingdom (Minna:DiamondPublishers,2004),p.1-40.

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



241

ofanArabfather,Mallam DendoMankoandAlhaji‘AtiquBida.Hegaveanaccount
ofhowtheFulanidescendantsentrenchedthemselvesintheNupekingdom through
Mallam DendoMankoandhavebecometherulersintheNupelandaftertheruling
powerchangedhandfrom Tsoede’sdynastyintothatof Mallam DendoManko’s
Fulanidynastyinthefirstpartofthe19thcentury.ThiswasafterthedefeatofEtsu
MajiyaII,whowagedwaragainsttheMallam andhisfollowers51.However,theworks
aremoreofhistorical,religiousandpoliticaloneswhichcouldnotcoverthecauses
ofpeaceinthearea.

Manystudieshavealsobeenconductedonthepeaceanddevelopmenton
onehandwhilethecausesofconflictanditsimpactshavealsobeenaddressedin
manyscholarlyworksontheotherhand.InNigeria,particularlyintheNorthEast,
manylivesandpropertyhavebeenlostduetoreligiouscrises,kidnappings,terrorist
attacks52.Yahya53 providedaninsightintothehistoricaloriginoftheNupepeople
from theeraoftheFulanirulerssince1804tilldateandestablishedthelinkbetween
them andothertribessuchasHausa,KanuriandYorubatribesinNigeria.Hassan54

inhisstudyarguedthattherewasarelativeharmoniousrelationshipamongthe
peopleofNigeriabeforecolonialism.Despitethetenousityamongthepeopledueto
thepoliticalclassafterthecolonialism,someareasstillenjoypeacefuloperational
environment.Thierstudiescouldnotcoversuchareas.Thisisthegapthispaper
aimsatfilling.

Edisirietal55examinedresourcescarcity,violentconflictandinclusivegrowth
inNigeriaandfoundthatthestruggleoveragriculturalresources,governance,land
andpoliticalpowerhavecontinuedtoposechallengestominoritiesinmanyareas.
ThisdoesnotapplytoBidaforthepeoplethereenjoyedharmoniousrelationship
withboththemajorityandtheminorities.TheconcernofOjotaerietal56wasonthe
knowledge,attitude,practice,andfactorsaffectinghealthcarepersonnelinallthe
healthfacilitiesinBidalocalgovernment.MahmudandMuhammad57 exploredthe
culturallandscapes ofNupe communities in centralNigeria and theirfindings
showcased a plethora ofculturallandscapevaluesofNupecommunitieswith
inherenttourism potentialsthatcanbeasourceofrevenueforthegovernment.This
ispossiblebecauseofpeacefulenvironment.However,theirstudydidnotgivesteps

51
S.F.Nadel,ABlackByzantium theKingdom ofNupeinNigeria(London:OxfordUniversity

Press,1942),p.72-83
Ibrahim,S.Ibrahim,TheNupeandtheirNeighboursfrom the14thCentury(Ibadan:Heineman

EducationalBooksPlc.,1992),p.1-13.
Madaki,M.B.,FulaniDynastyinNupeKingdom (Minna:DiamondPublishers,2004),p.1-40.
52

R.N.Sule,Ethno-ReligiousConflicts,MassMediaandNationalDevelopment:thenorthern
Nigeriaexperience(UniversityofJos,2015),p.86.

53
Yahaya,M.K.Yahya,TheNupePeopleofNigeria.Stud.TribesTribals,1(2)2003,p.95-110

54
B.D.Hassan,TheImperativeofPeaceandSecurityfortheAttainmentofInclusiveGrowthin

Nigeria,2015ConferenceProceedingsofTheNigerianEconomicSociety(Ibadan:The
NigerianEconomicSociety,2015),p.17-25

55A.S.Edisiri,M.AhemenandO.A.Ijuo,ResourceScarcity,ViolentConflictandInclusive
Growth:EmpiricalEvidencefrom BenueState,Nigeria.2015ConferenceProceedingsof

TheNigerianEconomicSociety(Ibadan:TheNigerianEconomicSociety,2015),p.469-471
56K.A.Otojareri,OmosighoO.P.,U.C.G.Otojareri&E.G.Emumwen,HealthCareWasteManagement
Practice
amongstHealthCareWorkersinHealthFacilitiesinBidaLocalGovernmentArea,NigerState-

Nigeria(2017)TexilaInternationalJournalofPublicHealthVolume5,Issue3,p1-10
57I.Mahmud,&I.B.Muhammad,ExploringtheTourism PotentialsofCulturalLandscapeofNupe
Communities in CentralNigeria.Contemporary Issues and Sustainable Practices in the Built
Environment.SchoolofEnvironmentalTechnologyConference,SETIC,2018
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takenbythepeopleintheareathatmaketouristsvisittheareawithoutfearof
terrorism,kidnappingsandintraandinter-religiousandethnicunrests.

Hanatu,Mustapha,and Wushishiinvestigated the influence ofwestern
educationonculturalpracticesofthepeopleinBidaandtheyfoundthatmostofthe
beautifuland lessexpensiveculturalpracticesinmarriagehavenotonlybeen
forgotten,theyhavealsobeenreplacedwithexpensiveandluxuriouspractices58.
Thefactorsthatmaketheenvironmentpeacefulforculturalpracticeswerenot
touchedinthispaper.Sidi59examinedhowIslam wasfirstintroducedtothepeople
inNupelandthroughtraders,scholarsandtravellers,anddiscussedNupeasatribe,
alanguageandanethnicgroup.Buthefailedtodiscusshow thereligionofIslam
facilitatedpeaceamongdwellersinthearea.TheclaimsoftheNupesofBidathat
differentmedicinalplantssuchaseuphobiahirta,cassiaoccidentalisandeucalyptus
wereeffectiveintreatingtyphoidfeverwasexaminedbyEvansetal60 andhis
conclusionwasthatonlycassiaeucalyptuscontainsthenaturalcompoundthatcan
beusedtotreattyphoidfever.Thestudydidnottouchwhatstepsweretakenthat
makeresearchpossibleintheareawithoutfearofintraandinter-religiousand
ethniccrises.ClientandcaptiveforceintheBidaemirateinthepre-colonialperiod
wasdiscussedbyMason61andhisfindingsrevealedextensivepopulationtransfer.
How thepeopleoftheareawereabletofosterpeaceamongthemselveswasnot
captured in the work.Using historicalmethodology,Akubor62 examined the
contributionoftheRiverNigerinthedevelopmentoftradeatthebankoftheNiger
andfoundittobethecauseofthespreadanddevelopmentofthesocietiesand
civilization in the area.How the peacefulenvironment that facilitated the
developmentcameaboutwasnotdiscussedinthepaper.

In hispaperNkurayija63 (2011)linked governance economicgrowth and
developmentwithpeace.Politicalcrises,ethniccleansingandreligiouscriseshave
been identified by the authoras the main factors thathave systematically
undermined both security and development. He then recommended the
incorporation ofdisarmamentand otherpeace promoting initiatives to attain
economicgrowthanddevelopment.Inspiteofseveralreformsandpoliciesbythe
Africancountries,theIMFandtheWorldBanktofosterpeaceanddevelopmentin
Africa,religiousunrests,socio-politicalandethniccrisesarestilltheordersofthe
dayinmanysocietiesinAfrica.Forfulldevelopmenttotakeplaceinthearea,there
isneed to sustainpeacewhichin turncanincreasethewealthofdeveloping

58K.A.Hannatu,A.Mustapha&A.W.Aminu,AnInvestigationontheForgottenAspectsofCultures
andInfluenceofWesternEducationamongCommunitiesinNigerState,NigeriaInternationalJournal
ofEducation&LiteracyStudies2018,p.32-36
59T.SidiSheshi,TheBeginningsofIslam inNupelandInNorthCentralAreaOfNigeria.12-14October

2015-Istanbul,TurkeyProceedingsofADVED15InternationalConferenceonAdvancesin
EducationandSocialSciences

60 C.E.Evans,A.Banso,O.A.Samuel, Efficacy ofsome Nupe MedicinalPlants against
Salmonellatyphi:AnInVitroStudy,JournalofEthnopharmacology,01Apr2002,80(1)p.21-24
61

M.Mason.CaptiveandClientLabourandtheEconomyoftheBidaEmirate:1857-1901
TheJournalofAfricanHistoryVol.14,No.3,1973,p.453-471(19page)

62E.O.Akubor,TradeandCommercealongtheNiger:TheIgalaandtheDevelopmentofEgga(River
Bank)Trade/CommerceinSouthwesternBankoftheRiverNigerDevelopingCountryStudiesVol.4,
No.22,2014
63

Nkurayija,JeandelaCroix,RequirementsforAfricanContinent’sDevelopment:Linking
Peace,Governance,EconomicGrowthandGlobalInterdependence.UniversityofSouthWales,

2011
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nations64.Lackofpeaceand securitydueto bookharam issues,kidnappings,
religious crises and oilpipelines vandalism has retarded economic growth in
Nigeria65.Thishasledtoadisincentiveforprivateandforeigndirectinvestment.
Edisiri,AhemenandIjuo66 investigatedtheeffectsofresourcesecurityandethnic
violentconflictoninclusivegrowthandfoundthatlandcontestationsbreedwanton
losses.TheauthorsrecommendedthatthetraditionalcouncilsinBenueshould
institutemeasurestocurbtheproblem inordertofacilitatepeacefuloperational
environment.

ConceptualIssues
According to the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary,peace means a

situationoraperiodoftimeinwhichthereisnowarorviolenceinacountryoran
area.Italsomeansthestateofbeingcalm orquietorthestateoflivinginfriendship
withsomebodywithoutarguing67.Conflictontheotherhand,according to the
Dictionary,isasituationinwhichpeople,groupsorcountriesareinvolvedina
seriousdisagreementorargument.Italsomeansaviolentsituationinwhichthere
areopposingideas,opinions,feelingsorwishes68.FunkandWagnall’sNewStandard
Dictionary ofthe English Language,on its part,defines peace,among other
meanings,asastateofquietortranquilityorfreedom from disturbanceoragitation;
orabsenceorcessationofwar;orfreedom from riotorviolence;orastateof
reconciliationafterstrifeorwar;oritmeansspiritualcontent69.Conflict,ontheother
hand,accordingtotheDictionary,isastruggletoresistorovercome;oractive
antagonism,clash,collisionetc70.Tosteward71,peaceiswhenpeoplewereableto
resolvetheirconflictswithoutviolenceandcanworktogethertoimprovethequality
oftheirlives.Peaceisnecessaryforprosperity,effectivenessandadvancementto
takeplaceinmattersofeconomicwellbeing,politicalorder,healthcareeducation
andothersectors.

TheconceptofpeaceisbroaderinIslam thaninanyotherreligionsor
systems.InIslam,peacebetweenpeopleandtheirCreator,forinstance,means
people’sobediencetoAllah’sinjunctionsandavoidanceofHisprohibitions(Q3:102).
TheresultanteffectsofthispeacewiththeCreatorwillmakepeoplebeatpeace
withtheirfellowhumanbeings.Theyinteractwiththemselvesinmattersofreligions,
politics,economicandsocialmattersbybeinggood,just,charitableandcaringto

64M.G.Marshall,ConflicttrendsinAfrica,2005.Retrievedfrom www.aol.com/cspgcem/africaon3
August,2018

65R.N.Sule,Ethno-ReligiousConflicts,MassMediaandNationalDevelopment:TheNorthern
NigeriaExperience,UniversityofJos,86

66A.S.Edisiri,M.AhemenandO.A.Ijuo,ResourceScarcity,ViolentConflictandInclusive
Growth:EmpiricalEvidencefrom BenueState,Nigeria.2015ConferenceProceedingsof

TheNigerianEconomicSociety(Ibadan:TheNigerianEconomicSociety,2015),p.468-473
67A.S.Hornby,OxfordAdvancedLearner’sDictionary(London:OxfordUniversityPress,2000),p.857-

2000.
68A.S.Hornby,OxfordAdvancedLearner’sDictionary(London:OxfordUniversityPress,2000,),

p.239
69I.K.Funk,andWagnall’sNewStandardDictionaryoftheEnglishLanguage(NewYork:

FunkandWagnalls’Company,1965),p.1815.
70I.K.Funk,andWagnall’snewstandarddictionaryoftheEnglishlanguage(NewYork:

FunkandWagnalls’Company,1965),p.555
71

Steward,F.,DevelopmentandSecurity.CenterforResearchonInequality,HumanSecurity
andEthnicity(CRISE),2015
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oneanother.Theyavoiddoingevilstooneanother.Theydonotwagewarsagainst
otherfellowhumanbeings.InIslam,thehandsofoperationalpeacefulenvironment
shouldbeextendedtonon-humanbeingsbytakinggoodcareofthem particularly
domesticanimalslikedogs,cats,goats,etc.Islam isareligionofpeaceandis
foundedonpeace.ThisshowsIslam andwararenotsynonymoustoeachotheras
wronglybelievedbysomenon-MuslimsandWesternorientalists.Theotherconcept
ofthewordfrom whichthewordIslam isderivedispeace.Thismeansthat,after
beinginpeacewithAllah,one’sCreator,throughtotalsubmissiontoHim andserious,
piousandconsciousworshipofHim,thenextthingisforpeopletobeinpeacewith
theirfellowhumanbeingsandothercreaturesinalltheirinteractionswiththem.So,
Islam ispeaceandpeaceisIslam.TorealisethepeacefulmessageofIslam further,
MuslimsarecommandedbyAllahthroughtheexampleoftheProphetMuhammad
(SAW)to always greetone anotherwith the greeting formula of‘As-salaam
alaykum مكيلع لام سلا ’whichmeans“Peacebeontoyou”;whiletheotherperson
respondswiththeformula‘Waalaykumus-salaam’(لام سلا مكيلعو )meaning‘Peacebe
ontoyoutoo’.Theyarealsocommandedtoenteroneanother’shousewiththesame
formulaofpeace.AllthisisauniversalpracticeofalltheMuslims(Q.24:27,61).The
Qur’angivesaguidelineonhowconflictscanbesettledinthefollowing:

Andiftwopartiesorgroupsamongthebelieversfalltofighting,then
makepeacebetweenthem both.Butifoneofthem outragesagainst
theother,thenfightyou(all)againsttheonewho outrages,tillit
complieswiththecommandofAllah.Thenifitcomplies,thenmake
reconciliationbetweenthem justly,andbeequitable.Verily,Allahloves
those who are the equitable.The believers are nothing else than
brothers(inIslamicreligion).So,makereconciliationbetweenyour
brothers,andfearAllah,thatyoumayreceivemercy.Oyouwhobelieve!
Letnotagroupscoffatanothergroup,itmaybethatthelatterare
betterthantheformer.Norlet(some)womenscoffatotherwomen,it
maybethatthelatterisbetterthantheformer.Nordefameone
another,norinsultoneanotherbynicknames.How baditistoinsult
one’sbrotherafterhavingfaith!i.e.tocallyourMuslim brother(a
faithfulbeliever)as:“Osinner“,or“Owicked”.Andwhoeverdoesnot
repent,thensuchareindeedzalimun(wrong-doers,etc.)(Q.49:9-11).

CausesandEffectsofLackofPeace
Manyadherentsofbothreligionsareeitherignorantoftheteachingsoftheir

religionorarenotreadytomakeuseofthedictatesoftheirreligionsthatpreach
peace.Forinstance,theQur’anandtheBiblesay:

سلاام قاولا نولهاجلا مهبطاخ اذاو انوه ضر الأ ىلع نوشمي نيذلا نامحرلا دابعو .
ناقرفلا ) 63)

“Andthe(faithful)slavesoftheMostGracious(Allah)arethosewho
walkontheearthinhumilityandsedateness,andwhenthefoolish
addressthem (withbadwords)theyreplythem withmildwordsof
gentleness”(Q.25:63).

Allahalsosays:
داسف وأ سفن ريغب اسفن لتق نم هنأ ليءارسا ىنب ىلع انبتك ذكلا لجأ نم

سانلا ايحأ امنأكف اهايحأ نمو اعيمج سانلا لتق امنأكف ضر ىفالأ
ذكلا دعب مهنم ريثك نا مث تانيبلا ب انلسر مهتءاج دقلو اعيمج

ةدئاملا ). نوفرسمل ضر (32ىفالأ
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Becauseofthat,WeordainedfortheChildrenofIsrealthatifanyone
killedapersonnotinretaliationofmurder,ortospreadmischiefinthe
land―itwouldbeasifhekilledallmankind,andifanyonesavedalife,it
wouldbeasifhesavedthelifeofallmankind.Andindeed,therecame
tothem OurMessengerswithclearproofs,evidencesandsigns even
thenafterthatmanyofthem continuedtoexceedthelimits(e.g.by
doingoppressionunjustlyandexceedingbeyondthelimitssetbyAllah
bycommittingthemajorsins)intheland.(Q.5:32)

TheBiblesays:
Neverpaybackevilforeviltoanyone.Respectwhatisrightinthesight
ofallmen.Ifpossible,sofarasitdependsonyou,beatpeacewithall
men.Nevertakeyourownvengeance,beloved,butleaveroom forthe
wrath[ofGod],foritiswritten,“VengeanceisMine,Iwillrepay,”says
theLord.(Romans12:17-19)

Again,theBiblesays:
“[This]youknow,mybelovedbrethren.Butleteveryonebequickto
hear,slowtospeak,[and]slowtoanger;fortheangerofmandoesnot
achievetherighteousnessofGod.”(James1:19-20).

Theabove-mentionedquotationsfrom boththeQur’anandtheBibleindicateboth
thereligionspreachpeace.

Anothercauseofconflictwhichrubsthesocietyitspeaceishastyand
indiscriminatedeclarationofsomegroupsofMuslimsandotheradherentsofother
religionsunbelievers.Anattempttodefendtheirownstand,theyattimesutilize
violentmeans;andthiscausescrisesinthesociety.Islam frownsatthisbasedon
thesayingsofProphetMuhammad.

ملسمو يراخبلا . هيلع تعجر قلا,والا امك ناك ,نا امهدحأ اهب ءاب دقف رفاكاي هيخ لأ قلا ئرما اميأ
“Whoeversaystohis(Muslim)brother:‘Oyouunbeliever!.’Definitely,it
willreturntoeitherofthem”ifheisashehassaid.Othewise,thebad
repercussionwillcomebackagainsthim (thespeaker)”(Al-Bukhariand
Muslim).

In Islam,individualMuslims ora group ofMuslims should notbe tagged as
unbelieverswithoutthem committingagravesine.gshirk(polytheism)etc.Inthe
Qur’an,AllahdoesnotconsideralltheJewsandalltheChristiansasunbelievers.
RatherHispolicyintheQur’anistosay,“...thosewhodisbelievefrom amongthe
peopleoftheScripture....”(JewsandChristians),(Q.98:1).Thephrase‘from among’
inthatAyahisveryimportantinthesensethatAllahdoesnotconsideralltheJews
andtheChristiansasunbelieversexceptthoseofthem thatareguiltyofshirk
(associatingpartnerswithGod)ascontainedinthe Qur’an(Q.3:110,113-115,199;
Q.5:82-85).BlasphemyagainsttheprophetsofAllah(ProphetsMuhammadandIsa)
andquotingthescripturesoutofcontextalsocanrubthesocietyofitspeace.

AlargenumberofpeopleparticularlyinNigeriaprofessedonereligionorthe
other.Theyclaimedto recogniseGod.EvenNigerianConstitutionandNigerian
NationalPledgerecogniseHim.Itisstatedatthebeginningoftheformerthus:

WethepeopleoftheFederalRepublicofNigeria,havingfirmlyand
solemnlyresolved:Toliveinunityandharmonyasoneindivisibleand
indissolublesovereignnationunderGod,dedicatedtothepromotion
ofinter-Africansolidarity,worldpeace,internationalco-operationand
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understanding....72

TheNigeriaNationalPedgeisconcludedwithaprayerseekingthehelpofGodabout
whathasbeenpledgedthus:‘IpledgetoNigeriamycountry.Tobefaithful,loyaland
honest.ToserveNigeriawithallmystrength.Todefendherunityandupholdher
honourandglory.SohelpmeGod’73.ManypublicholidaysdeclaredinNigeriashow
thatNigeriaisnotasecularnationthathasnothingtodowithreligions.Islamic
religionhasfivedaysaspublicholidaysinayear(twodaysforidulfitr,twodaysfor
iduladhaandonedayforMawludNabiyy).Christianreligionenjoysmorethan52
daysaspublicholidaysinayear(SaturdayisforSabbathwhileSundayisfor
ChristiansasdefinedintheAdvanceDictionary).ThecelebrationofEasterand
Christimasfortwodayseachmaking4daysarealsoforChristianstorecognisethe
practiceoftheirReligion74.Whatisexpectedoftheirbeliefshouldbepeacefulco-
existenceamongthepeopleinNigeriabuttheirbeliefcould nottranslateinto
peacefuloperationalenvironmentbecauseoflackofGod-consciousnessandHis
realfear.So,lackofGod-consciousnessandHisrealfearbymanyNigerianscould
besaidtohavebeenoneofthemajorcausesoftheintraorinter-religiousandintra
orinter-ethnicviolentanddestructiveconflictsthathavehappenedinNigeria,which
haveclaimedalotofhumanlivesanddestroyedvaluableproperties.

Ethnicchauvinism whichisawayofthinkingthataparticulartribeorethnic
groupisbetterthananyothercanleadtoconflict75.Ethnicorracialdifferencesare
onlysignsofthegreatwisdom ofAllahinHiscreation(Q.30:22).Thedifferences
shouldnot,therefore,beinterpretedtomeanthatarace,tribe,colourorethnicgroup
isbetterthanothers.Evenavailabilityofnaturalresourcesofanykindinaparticular
areaandscientificandtechnologicaladvancementsorachievementsofanyrace,
tribeorethnicgroupdonotmakethetribeorethnicgroupbetterthanothersbefore
God.Rather,whatmakesapersonoragroupofpersonsbetterthanothersisthe
fearofHim whichshouldshowintheirattitudesandutterancestowardsGod,human
andnon-humanbeings.AllahsaysintheQur’an:

اوفراعتل لئابقو ابوعش مكانلعجو ىثنأو ركذ نم مكانقلخ انا سانلا اهيأاي
تارجحلا ) ريبخ ميلع الله نا مكاقتأ الله دنع مكمركأ (13نا

Omankind!Wehavecreatedyoufrom amaleandafemaleandmade
youintonationsandtribes,thatyoumayknowoneanother.Verily,the
mosthonourableofyouwithAllahisthat(believer)whohasat-Taqwa
[i.e.heisoneoftheAl-Muttaqun(thepious.SeeQ2:2).Verily,Allahis
All-Knowing,Well–acquainted[withallthings.](Q.49:13)

Onthis,ProphetMuhammad(SAW)isreportedtohavesaid:
دؤاد اوبا ) ةيبصع لجأ نم تام نمو ةيبصع لجأ نم لتاق نمو ةيبصع ىلا اعد نم انم سيل )

“Heisnotpartofus,whoinvitestoracialism ortribalism andhewho
fightsonthebasisofracialism ortribalism andhewhodiesdefending
racialism ortribalism.”(AbuDaud)

Again,heisreportedtohavesaid:
ىوقتلا الاب دوسأ ولا ضيبأ ولا يمجعأ ولا يبرع نيب قرف .لا

“ThereisnodifferencebetweenanArabandanon-Arabnorbetweena
whitepersonandablackpersonexceptinmattersofthefearofAllah.”

Fightingonthebasisofracialism ortribalism canleadtolossoflivesandproperty

72The99ConstitutionoftheFederalRepublicofNigeriaConstitutionwith2011Amendements
73

https://www.vanguardngr.com/2012/06/i-pledge-to-nigeria-my-country/...
74

M.K.Kareem,IslamicBankingandtheQuestionofSecularism inNigeria.IlorinJournalofReligious
Studies,(IJOURELS),2016,Vol.6.No.1:77-99
75

A.S.Hornby,OxfordAdvancedLearner’sDictionary(London:OxfordUniversityPress,2000),p.238.
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asithappenedinMadakeke/Ife,Kafahanchancrises,Hausa/FulaniinShagamuto
mentionbutafewevileffectsofconflictandlackofpeace76.
TheBiblealsosays:

“AndHemadefrom onemaneverynationofmankindtoliveonallthe
faceoftheearth,havingdetermined(their)appointedtimesandthe
boundariesoftheirhabitation”(Act17:26)

Againitsays:
“Dowenotallhaveonefather?HasnotoneGodcreatedus?Whydo
wedealtreacherouslyeachagainsthisbrothersoastoprofanethe
covenantofourfathers?”(Malachi2:10).

Therefore,ethnicaffiliation,onitspart,shouldnotbeusedandallowedtodestabilize
anddisunitemankindifreligionisunderstoodcorrectlyandpractisedinaproperand
requiredmanner.Thisisbecausedivinereligiousscripturestelleveryonethatallthe
peoplefrom differentethnicbackgroundsandcountriesintheworldhavethesame
origin(Adam andHawa’(Eve).

Conflicts,especiallytheviolentones,causepsychologicalimbalancetothe
peopleaffectedandtheirrelationsduetolossoflivesandproperty.Otherevil
effectsaredecimationofhumanpopulation,reductionofprogressanddevelopment,
displacementofpeopletomentionbutafew.Theresultanteffectsoflackofpeace
are loss oflives and property,increase rate ofunemployment,disinvestment,
reduction offoreign directinvestment,surgein pricesofagriculturalproducts,
destructionofhealthinfrastructure,foodinsecurity,reductionofeducationworkers,
high pricesand inflation,indebtedness,debtoversharing,decrease in effective
electricitysupply77(Hassan,2015:24-27).

StatementoftheProblem
Variousauthorshavewrittenvariousworksondifferenttopicsconcerningthe

NupeandtheNupeland,thetraditionalheadquartersofBidaEmirate.However,no
workhasbeenknowntohavebeenwrittenonthecausesofpeacefuloperational
environmentinBidaemirate.Therefore,thisstudyexaminesthecausesofpeaceful
operationalenvironmentinBidaEmirate.

ObjectivesoftheStudy
ThisstudyexaminesthedeterminantsofsustainablepeaceinBidaEmirate

withaview toservingalessonforotherareasinthecountry(Nigeria)whichisa
multi-religioussocietyandhasdifferentethnicaffiliations.

Methodology
TherearemanyreligionsandethnicaffiliationsinBidaandpeopleareliving

peacefullyandcordially.Toelicitinformationontheeffectivestrategiesusedfor
achievingpeacefuloperationalenvironmentsinBidaEmirate,theresearcherused

76
R.A.Asiyanbola,EthnicconflictsinNigeria:A CaseofIfe-ModakekeinHistoricalPerspective.

UniversityofAbeokuta(UNAAB),2010,p.63
O.O.Olubomehin,EthnicandCommunalClashesinNigeria:TheCaseoftheSagamu1999Hausa-
YorubaConflict,OlabisiOnabanjoUniversity,2012,p.1-117

77
B.D.Hassan,TheImperativeofPeaceandSecurityfortheAttainmentofInclusiveGrowthin

Nigeria,2015ConferenceProceedingsofTheNigerianEconomicSociety(Ibadan:The
NigerianEconomicSociety,2015),p.17-25
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purposivesamplingtechniqueandconductedindepthinterviewswiththepeopleat
thehelmsofaffairsinBidaEmiratesuchasAlhaji(Dr)YahayaAbubakar(HisRoyal
Highness,EtsuNupewhoisalsoChairman,NigerStateCouncilofTraditionalRulers
andtheEmirofBida),AlhajiAdamuYakatun(who isboththeChiefImam of
NupelandandBida),chiefImams,theleadersofChristianAssociationofNigeria,the
leadersofethnicgroupssuchasObaofYoruba,SerikiHausawaandNdiIgbo,some
individualsandlaw enforcementagentssuchasDPO,justice andmagistratefor
theirrolesinachievingthesaidpeace.

FindingsandDiscussions
Whilemanyareasareusingreligionsandethnicaffiliationstocauseconflicts,

todisruptpeaceandtodestroylivesandproperty,BidaEmirateisanexception.The
same toolkits are used to facilitate peacefuloperationalenvironment.Several
themesemergedfrom thestudybasedontheresearchquestionsandinformation
from thedata78.Thethemesare:

FatherlyRoleamongtheEthnics
Theroyalfathersaidhehastoplayfatherlyrolesamonghissubjectswithout

partiality.RoyalHighness,theEtsuNupeandEmirofBida,AlhajiYahayaAbuBakar
said:

Asfarastheexistenceofsocio-religiousandinter-ethnicpeaceandits
maintenance is concerned among my people,irrespective ofthe
differencesoftheirreligionsorethnicities,accordingtotheEtsu,they
makesurethatpeacereigns.Asfarasconflictisconcerned,therewas
no majorconflictin the emirate.Butasfaras the minorone is
concerned,thatcouldnotbeavoidedcompletelyinhumanlife,butit
hastobemanagedasearlyaspossibletogivepeaceachance.Ifany
seriousmisunderstandingordifferenceorquarrel,orconflictbetween
somemembersofacertainethnicgroupandanotherisperceived,I
quicklycallontheirleaderstosettleitforthem ontimebeforeit
escalates.Andtheonetheycouldnotmanagethemselves,Iinvited
them tomypalacetosettleitforthem ontime79.

Beforeconflictoccurs,theyfindwaysofresolvingit.Conflictshouldbecontrolledso
thatitwillnotdegenerateintosignificantviolenceorheavycoercionthatleadsto
destruction.Sustainablepeacethereforedoesnotrefertoasocietywithoutconflict,
butofasocietythathasthecapacities,atalllevels,tomanageconflicteffectively
andconstructively.Concertedeffortsshouldbemadetotackletherootcausesand
driversofconflictsandtheirlegacies.

FatherlyRoleamongIslamicOrganisationsandSects
ConcerningtherolesEtsuNupeplayedasaroyalfatherandaMuslim in

maintaining peaceful co-existence among members of different Islamic
organisationsandsectssuchasShia,AhluSunnah,Ansarud-deensocietyand
Tariqah,EtsuNupestated:

AlthoughMuslimsmayhavedifferentwaysofpractisingtheirreligious
faith,theyhavethesamedoctrines.Theyfacethesamedirectionin

78Bukhari,K.O.(2019).TheRoleofMuslimsinAchievingSocio-ReligiousandInter-EthnicPeacein
BidaEmirate.UniversityofIbadan:1-117.
79

InterviewwithAlhaji(Dr)YahayaAbubakar(HisRoyalHigness,EtsuNupe),on4&5August,2018,at
theEtsuNupe’sPalace,Bida
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prayers.Theyworship the same Allah.Theybelieve in the same
Prophets(ASW)especially,ProphetMuhammad(SAW).Theyhavethe
sameQur’an.TheyfastinthesamemonthofRamadanandduringthe
sametimeoftheday.Periodically,astheroyalfathertoallofthem,I
gatherthem byinvitationinmypalacetodiscusswiththem andadvise
them onhow theyshouldgoaboutpropagatingtheirfaithwithout
causingunnecessarytroublesbetweenthem andothers.Forpeaceto
reign among them,Iadvise differentIslamic organisations notto
operateoutsidethetwoprimarysourcesofIslam:theQur’anandthe
Hadith in order to avoid unnecessary misunderstandings and
conflicts80.

MoonsightingandRamadan
Etsu Nupesaid,forfurthermaintenanceofsocio-religiouspeaceand

harmonyamongMuslimsintheemirate,annually,wheneveritistimetostart
Ramadanfastsortoendit,theytakeinstructionsfrom theroyalhighness,the
SultanofSokoto.Thisactpreventsalotofcrisesthatmayariseifthetimingisto
bedecidedbyindividuals.

StrictAdherencetotheBooksofReligions
OntheexistenceofpeacebetweentheMuslimsandtheChristians,EtsuNupe

said thatthere had notbeen anyconflictbetween the two religious groups.
Accordingtohim,theChristianspayhomagetothem atthepalaceonimportant
occasions.TheyalwaysadviseboththeMuslimsandtheChristiansondifferent
occasionstoensurethattheyalwaysadherestrictlytotheirreligiousscripturesi.e,
theQur’anandtheHadithonthepartoftheMuslimsandtheBibleonthepartofthe
Christians;andthattheyarenotexpectedtopractisetheirreligionsoutsidethem so
astoavoidconflictsandmaintainpeace.ThisadviceoftheEtsuNupeprevents
conflictsandfascilitatepeaceamongadherentsofallthereligionsinthearea.

Inter-marriage
Somepeopleareaversemarryingfrom othertribeswhilesomepeopledonot

mindmarryingfrom anytribeiftheyfindtheirlikings.TheNupepeopledonotallow
theirdaughterstomarrynon-Nupes.However,Nupemenmarrydaughtersofnon-
Nupes.EtsuNupesaid:

ThatwasduetolackofexposureofsomefathersoftheNupegirlsin
thepastandtheirfearoflosingtheloveoftheirdaughtersiftheylived
farawayfrom them throughmarryingmenofothertribes.However,
thathadchangeddrasticallyduetotheimpactoftheInformationand
CommunicationTechnology(ICT)whichmakesiteasyforanyparents
toeasilycommunicatethroughthephonewiththeirdaughterswhoare
farawayfrom them inanypartoftheworldthroughmarriage.

EtsuNupeandAllegedForcedMarriage
TheaccountofEtsuBNupethrowslightontheissueofaChristiangirlwho

waswidelyreportedbytheNigeriaNewsMediaashavingbeenforcedbyEtsuNupe
tomarryaMuslim.EtsuNupenarratedhisownsideofthestorythus:

80InterviewwithAlhaji(Dr)YahayaAbubakar(HisRoyalHigness,EtsuNupe),on4&5August,2018,
attheEtsuNupe’sPalace,Bida
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Thetruthofthematerwasnotasitwaswidelyreportedbythenews
media.Itwasjustapropagandatotarnishmyimage.Thetruthofthe
matteristhatitwasthegirlwhocametomypalaceonherownwith
twoproblems.Thefirstwashereducationalproblem asastudentat
theFederalPolytechnic,BidaandIassistedherfinanciallyandalso
calledtheRectorofthePolythecnictohelpher.Thesecondproblem
washerintentiontomarryaMuslim towhichherparentsobjected.On
this,Iplayedafatherlyrolebyinvitingherparentstomypalace.IfIhad
decidedtoforcethegirltomarryaMuslim,Iwouldnothaveinvitedher
parentstomypalaceaboutthematter.ButIdid.Whentheparents
came,thefatherrequestedmetoforcethegirltofollow them home
whichIrefusedtodobecausethegirlherselfwasoldenoughtodecide
onherowneithertofollow herparentshomeornotasshewasthen
about24yearsold.HeragethenwasabovethevotingageinNigera.
So,I,Etsucouldnotforcethegirleithertomarryornottomarrya
Muslim.Shehadallrightstodecideonherown.IfIforcedher,Ihave
goneagainstthedictatesof myreligion,Islam (Q.2:256)whichsays
there should notbecompulsion in matterofreligion;Ihavealso
contravenedsection38oftheNigerianconstitution.Thegirlwhose
namewasCharityeventuallydecidedandchosetomarryaMuslim.I
hadleftthematterwithAllahWhoisAll-Knowing81.

EtsuNupeGeneralWordsofAdvice
Hisadviceshowsthatnogroupcanstandaloneandthereforeadviseallthe

groupstotolerateoneanothersocially,politicallyandreligiousilysothatpeacecan
continuetoreigninBidaEmirate.EtsuNupeadvisedthatsinceitisafactthatallthe
Muslims,ChristiansandTraditionalistslivetogetherinthesamecity,buyandsell
togetherinthesamemarkets,theirchildrenattendthesameschoolstogetherand
allofthem attend the same hospitals together,they board the same public
transportstogether,theyhavenootheroptionexcepttolivewithoneanotherand
tolerateoneanotherinpeace.

CordialRelationshipamongtheFoundersofArabicandIslamicSchoolsinBida
Emirate

AnotherinterestingfindingisthatthefoundersofArabicandIslamicschools
in Bida Emiratemaintain peacefulco-existenceamong themselvesasnarrated
below.

The ChiefImam ofNupelandandBidaEmirate,ShaykhAdamuYakatunwhowrote
throughMallam AdamuUsmanMa‘ali,theProprietorofSalmanEl-FarisyIslamic
EducationFoundation,BansakunArea,Bida,gavepiecesofinformationonhow
peaceandmutualunderstandingreignamongthevariousfoundersofvariousArabic
andIslamicschoolsintheemirate.Hesaid:

Franklyspeaking,first,thefoundersofArabicandIslamicschoolsin
Bida Emirate,maintain and sustain cordialrelationship among
themselvesbyvirtueofsimilarityoftheiracademicoperationsand
purposes.Second,Qur’aniccompetitionsamongtheirstudentshave

81InterviewwithAlhaji(Dr)YahayaAbubakar(HisRoyalHigness,EtsuNupe),on4&5August,2018,
attheEtsuNupe’sPalace,Bida
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brought them closer as participants are drawn from their
students.There has neverbeen any violentconflictamong them.
However,thenoticeablesignsofconflictwhichwereminorbetween
theIzalahandtheTariqahare: (a)observanceofSalatinseparate
mosques(b)refusaltoattendeachother’sreligiousgatheringsand(c)
reluctantgreetingsofeachother.Allthesewerelatersettledbythe
chiefImam.

OnthewaysofresolvingminordifferencesthatoccuramongtheIslamic
organizationsasaresultofdifferencesinAqiidah(belief),thestrategiesusedto
preventmajorconflictsare:

.
(a) The Emirate Council,led bythe Etsu Nupe,Alhaji(Dr)Yahaya

Abubakar
(CFR),instituted AnnualInter-sectgatherings in His palace for

reconciliationwhichhasbeensuccessfultilldate
(b) Qur’anicCompetitionsbringthem together.
(c) TheChiefImam ofNupeisalwaysinvolvedbytheEtsuNupeto

settle
disputesamongthesectsinthepastandthepresent.

(d) TheEtsuNupeorganizesworkshopsinvolvingallsectsatthesame
venue.

(e) Hijrah and Mawlud-Nabiyy celebrations do bring them together
annuallymostespeciallybetweentheTariqahandtheShiahgroups82

JamaatNasrilIslam (JNI)inBidaEmirateandPreventionofConflicts
The secretary of Jamaat NasrilIslam (JNI) in Bida Emirate,Alhaji

MuhammaduNmmaMaishera,statedthestrategiesusedbythesaidumbrellabody
ofMuslimsorganisationsinthestudyareatofosterpeaceandtopreventconflicts
asfollows:

Infact,inBidaEmirateJNIistryingitsbesttoseethatalltheother
Islamic religious organizations operate underthe JNI’s rules and
regulationswhicharecontainedintheQur’anandtheHadith.Whywe
maintainthatisthatitisfrom thesetwothatpeoplewillunderstand
oneanotherregardlessoftheirdifferencesinideas.Andimmediately,
weperceiveanymisunderstanding,wetrytoresolveitsoastohave
peaceinthesociety.JNIisalwaysatalertandimmediatelywehearof
anydifferencesbetweentheIslamicorganisations,becausewecan’t
completelydowithouthavingthem,wecallthepeopleinvolvedtothis
officeandaskthem oftheirdifferences?AndGodissokindthatwe
normallyhavethecooperationofthepeopleinvolvedinanydisputesor
conflicts.Sometimes,thereportwillgotohisroyalhighnessfirstand
hewillimmediatelycallmyattentiontoitinordertogoandfindout
whathappensandgetitsettledorreportedthecasetohim.Different
Islamicorganizationscompriseddifferentethnicgroups.JNIcallsthe
meetingsofalltheIslamicorganizationstoshareideastogetherand
advise one another.Through this meeting,we maintain peaceful

82
WritteninformationReceivedon10September,2018,attheResidenceofAlhajiAdamuYakatun

(theChiefImam oftheNupeland),Bangbara,BidaEmirate,NigerState.5-8.
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relations.So,inBidaEmirate,thereisnoreligiousorethnicconflict.On
therelationshipbetweentheMuslimsandtheChristians,whenJNIhas
a reportofa convertion eitherfrom Islam to Christianityorfrom
ChristianitytoIslam,itintervenesbyusingallherpossiblenetworkto
seethateveryoneissafe83.

Whilegivinggeneralwordsofadviceonhowpeacefulcoexistencecancontinueto
reignandbeincreasedinBidaEmirateandinotherplaces,JNI’ssecretarysaid:

Thefirstthingthatpeopleshouldconsiderinordertomakepeacereign
inanysocietyispatience.Whenanythinghappens,insteadofhasty
reaction,peopleshouldfindoutthetruthfirstbeforetheyreact.Ifthat
oneismaintained,surely,peacewillreign.So,IadvisealltheMuslims
andtheChristianstocultivateandmaintainthisact.

ChiefImam oftheFederalPolytechnicJumaatMosque,Bida,AlhajiAbdur-RahmanAboki
whoisalsotheAmiroftheMuslim UmmahBida;heisalsotheSecretary(Qur’anic
Schools Associations,Bida)and Head TeacherofAliu Yerima Integrated Qur’anic
Education(IQE)Bida,statedthereasonsforpeacefuloperationalenvironmentinBidaas
follows:

SuchconflictsarenotcommonhereinBidaEmiratebecauseevery
Year,adayortwobeforethestartofthemonthofRamadan,inwhich
IslamicscholarswouldwanttogiveTafsir(explanationsoftheQur’an)
usingtheirwhimsandcapricesinordertoimpresstheiraudienceand
torubbishotherIslamicscholars,HisRoyalHighness,AlhajiYahaya
Abubakar,togetherwiththeChiefImam oftheNupeland,doeswarn
them againsttheactsthatcancausecrises.Hehasseveralforawhich
hehasusedtohavedialoguewithalltheIslamicorganizationsinBida
to discuss with them issues ofIslam especiallyto guard against
whateverwillbringaboutviolenceandcrisis;andhetalkstothem on
how there isgoingtobepeacefulcoexistenceamongthedifferent
religious organisations in the emirate. The leaders of Islamic
organizationsalsotalktothemembersoftheirorganizationsonpeace.
BetweentheMuslimsandnon-Muslims,therehasbeennoproblem or
conflict.NupeMuslimsareverytolerant.Theyarenotconfrontational
tothenon-MuslimsanddonotforceanyonetoacceptIslam.Andwe
haveverymanyethnicgroupsinBidawho go abouttheirnormal
businesseswithoutanyharassment84.

SitingofCentralMosque
OntheestablishmentofnewJumaatMosquesinthetownwhichmaycausesocio-

religiousdisharmonyifnothandledproperly,AlhajiAbokisaid:
Thereisaproceduretofollow hereinBidaEmirate.Jumaatmosque
mustnotbesited anyhow.Theumbrella Islamicorganization,the
Jama‘atNasrIslam (JNI),whichisundertheumbrellabodyofthe
SupremeCouncilforIslamicAffairsunderthechairmanshipofthe
Sultan ofSokoto,with otheremirs including the Etsu Nupe as
members,hasaguidelineandrules fortheestablishmentofnew
Juma‘atmosque.ItmustnotbeclosetoanotherexistingJuma‘at

83
Iinterview withAlhajiMuhammaduNmmaMaishera(Secretary,Jama‘atNasrilIslam (JNI)on5

January,2019,attheJNI’sOffice,NearEtsuNupe’sPalace,BidaEmirate,NigerState.
84

InterviewwiththeChiefImam oftheFederalPolythecnicBida,Date:10July,2018,atTheSchool’s
Premises,AliyuYerimaIntegratedQur’anicEducation(IQE),BidaEmirate,NigerState.
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mosque.TheremustbeenoughpopulationtoobservetheJuma‘at
prayersin thatmosquebeforeitisestablished.In fact,thereare
officersfrom theemiratecouncilwhowoulddothefeasibilitystudyof
aproposedmosquebeforeitisapproved. Sometimes,whenanew
mosqueistobestarted,hisroyalhighnesswillattendandobservethe
firstJuma‘atprayerinthatmosque.Ifhecouldnotgo,hewould
delegatepeopletorepresenthim insuchamosque.Andonthethe
issueofwhoistobetheImam,testsareconductedsoastochoose
themostsuitablepersonforthepost.Allthesearedonetoprevent
intra-religiousconflicts.So thereisno problem atallhereinBida
Emirate85.

Onhow existingpeacefulenvironmentcanbesustainedinthearea,ChiefImam,
Ansarud-DeenScietyofNigeriaJuma‘atMosque,Bida,AlhajiNajmudeenAbdus-
Salaam advisedpeopleingeneralandMuslimsinparticulartofollowtheexamples
ofProphetMuhammad(peacebeuntohim)(Q.33.21),thetwoprimarysourcesof
Islam (theQur’anandtheSunnah),andtolovetheirbrothersastheylovethemselves.
Muslims should show non-Muslims the beauty ofIslam through theirgood
behaviours.Theyshouldnotrepayevilwithevil.Instead,theyshouldrepaygoodfor
evildonetothem likeProphetMuhammad(peacebeuntohim)didinMakkahand
Madinah.Theseactsmayimpressnon-MuslimstoacceptIslam86.

ImpressiveBehavioursofNupes
Ontheissueofcoexistenceofdifferentethnicgroupsandthebehavioursof

thepeopleofBidatowardsothertribes,AlhajiNajmudeensaidthatthepeopleofthe
townareveryaccommodatingtothesettlersintheirtown;andthattheydonot
causetroubleforthesettlers.Onlywhatisnotgoodenoughabouttheirbehaviours
isthatNupepeopledonotliketogivetheirdaughtersinmarriagetomenofother
tribeswhiletheymarrydaughtersofothertribes.However,thishasstartedto
change.Nupegirlshavestartedmarryingmenofothertribes.Hesaidthattherewas
notribalism inIslam andaccordingtotheQu’ranandtheSunnah,noArabmanor
womanisbetterthananynon-Arabmanorwomanexceptinmattersofthefearof
God(Q.49:13).

Oba(King)ofYoruba,AlhajiAbdulGhaniyyiAdeyemofrom Ogbomoshoin
BidaEmiratealsotestifiedtogoodbehavioursofNupeswhenhesaid:

Sincetheyear2000CE,whenIbecameObawiththepermissionofthe
formerEtsuNupe,AlhajiUmaruNdayako,thepeacefulcoexistence
between the Nupe people ofBida and othertribes with different
religionshasbeensustainedtilltoday.YorubapeopleandtheNupes
havebeenlivingtogetherpeacefullywithoutquarrels.YorubaMuslims,
NupeMuslimsandMuslimsofothertribeshavebeenpractisingthe
Religiontogetherintheemiratewithoutanyproblem.

HealsosaidthatasthereareQur’anicschoolsfoundedbytheNupeinBidaEmirate,
therearealsothosefoundedbytheYoruba.AstheYorubachildrenlearnfrom the
Qur’anicschoolsestablishedbytheNupe,soalso,thereareNupeChildrenthatlearn

85
InterviewwithAlhajiAbdur-RahmanAboki(theChiefImam oftheFederalPolythecnic,Bida),on21

July,2018,Place:SchoolPremises,AliyuYerimaIntegratedQur’anicEducation(IQE),BidaEmirate,
NigerState.
86

Interview with AlhajiNajmudeen Abdus-Salaam (ChiefImam ofAnsarud-Ud-Deen Societyof
Nigeria)on6January,2019,atAnsarud-Ud-DeenJuma‘atMosque,BidaEmirate.
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from the Qur’anic schools founded by the Yoruba.He said:‘Many Islamic
organizationsinBidaandtheirMuslim scholars(amongNupe,Yorubaandother
tribes)alsodothingstogether’.Hesaid:

AsaMuslim oba,toshowthatMuslimsofalltribesareone,Irotatemy
attendanceatcentralJuma’atMosquesforJuma‘atprayersinBida
thoughIprayintheAnsarud-DeenMosquemoreoftenthaninanyother
mosques.Also,astheYorubaMuslimsattendthemosquesbuiltbythe
NupeMuslims,theNupeMuslimsalsoattendthemosquesbuiltbythe
YorubaMuslimsbecauseIslam isonlyoneanywhere.Thatisthe
beautyofthe Religion.Therefore,there is socio-religiouspeaceful
coexistenceinthetownandthereisnoconflict.Also,betweenallthe
Christiansinthistownandus(Muslims),thereisnoproblem.Asthe
ObaofYoruba,wheneverthereisanimportantoccasion,peopleof
differentreligionsgatherthereinmyhouseandtheypraytogether.So,
thereispeaceandIprayedthatitcontinueslikethat.’IthankGodthatit
isinourtimethatlandsaresoldtotheYorubabytheNupeswhichwas
notsobefore.ThepresentEtsuNupe,AlhajiYahyaAbubakar,has
madeitpossibleforeverybodytoseehim anytimeofthedayandnight
ifthereisanyimportantreason;andheisalwaysattentive.Now,Nupe
men marrydaughtersofthe Yoruba and Yoruba people too have
startedmarryingNupedaughters,throughtheeffortandunderstanding
ofthepresentEtsuNupe87.

Spirituality
AlhajiAbdur-Raheem IdrisKegbegbe,thefirstpersonalsecretarytoAlhaji

MuhammaduBello(TheImam andLeaderoftheMuslim scholarsoftheUmmatun-
NabiyyiMuhammaduRasulullahiAssociationofNigeriawhodonotusemedication
exceptrelianceonandtrustinAllahandfaithinProphetMuhammad(SAW)tocure
anyailments88),AlfaMuhammaduMutahiruSalahudeen(thegeneralsecretary),
AlhajiUthmanTihamiyuAkanbiandtheeldestsonofAlhajiMuhammaduBello,
MahmudBelloAbu-Bakriechoedthefollowing:

ForpeacefulcoexistencetoreignamongMuslims,andbetweenthem
andnon-Muslims,hereinBidaandelsewhere,andforallourproblems
tobesolved,allMuslimsshouldknowandbelievethatitisonlyAllah
Whohasthepowertodoallthingsinlife.WhatAllahwillswillcometo
reality;andwhatHedoesnotwill,noonecandoitanywhere.Muslims
shouldagreewithAllahinwhateverHewillsanddoes.Theyshould
alsoloveothersastheylovethemselves.SinceourreligionisIslam,the
religionofpeace,Muslimsshouldpractisethereligionaccordingly.
Theyshouldspeakthewordsofpeace,dotheactsofpeaceandlove
everythingthatwillbringpeace.Iftheydothistheywillhaverestsof
mindandenjoytheirlives.MuslimsshouldalsoobeyandloveAllah,
ProphetMuhammad(peacebeuntohim)andtheirleaders;andthey
shouldnotdisobeythem aslongastheydonotdisobeyAllahandHis
Prophet(peacebeuntohim)openly,(Q.4:59,33:77).Muslimsshould

87
InterviewwithAlhajiAbdulGhaniyyiAdeyemo(ObaYorubaofBidaon22July,2018,athishouse

BidaEmirate,NigerState.

88
Bukhari,K.O.(2014).AnAppraisalofHealingMethodofAlhajiMuhammaduBelloAbu-Bakri

MasabaofBida.UniversityofIbadan:56-58and68-71
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notbeselfishintheirthoughts,desires,actionsandutterances89.

RamadanTafsīr(ExplanationsoftheQur’an)
AlhajiYa‘aqub Eyagiwho returnedhomefrom theUnitedStatesofAmerica

in1979andaformercivilservantsaidbeforetheformationoftheorganizationof
theMuslim UmmahinBida,thereusedtobeconflictbutafteritsformation,ithas
been drasticallyreduced.On peace,he said before the startofthemonth of
Ramadan,EtsuNupeusuallygatheredtheMuslim scholarsoftheemiratetogetherin
hispalaceandtalkedtothem tomaintainpeaceandnotabuseoneanother.OnInter
-marriage,hesaidthatonceapersonisaMuslim,heshouldbegivenadaughterto
marry.Forexample,inhisowncase,hesaid,hemarriedaHausadaughterfrom
SokotowhereasheisaNupeman.So,MuslimsareMuslimswherevertheycome
from.OnaMuslim fightinganon-Muslim,hesaidthataMuslim shouldnotfighta
paganunjustly,letaloneaChristianoraJew.HesaidtopreachIslam toothers,
Muslimsshould show thebeautyofIslam to non-Muslimsthrough theirgood
conductandnotthroughfighting;thismaymakethem becomeMuslims90.

ChristianAssociationofNigeria(CAN)inBidaandtheIssueofSustainablePeace
AspartsofthecontributionsofCAN totheachievementofsocio-religious

and inter-ethnic peacefulcoexistence among the differentreligious and ethnic
groupsinBidaEmirateasstatedinawrittendocumentgiventotheresearchers,the
churches:

• a.TeachlovetoneighboursinlinewiththeBiblicalinjunctions,
(Matthew5:43-48).

b.Teachagainstsocial,ethnicandreligiousdiscriminations,as
itis

inlinewiththeBible,(Romans10:12,Galatians3:28).
c.Stronglydemandfrom worshippersobediencetotheabove

teachings.
d.Cooperatewithotherpeace-lovingpersonsorgroups,law-

enforcementagents in the country to use every means
possible

tokeeppeaceintheountry.
Thecoordinatorstatedthat:

ChurchesinBidadonothaveconflictamongthemselvesbutminor
misunderstandingsordenominationaldifferences.Theyhaveneverhad
any majorconflictwith the Muslims in Bida exceptoccasional
disturbancesbysomeimproperlybrought-upchildrenthatmightthrow
stonesatworshippersinaplaceofworshipordisturbanongoing
churchbuildingwork.TherearereportsofabductionofChristiangirls
formarriagewithouttheconsentoftheirparentsanddiscriminationsat
workplaceonthegroundsoftheirfaithasChristians.EtsuNupeand

89
Interviewsconducted with theChiefImam oftheUmmatun-NabiyyiMuhammadu Rasulullah

AssociationofNigeria,AlhajiSulaymanAlubarikaAlawiyeAkindele,asRepsentedbyhisFirstDeputy,
AlhajiAbdur-Raheem IdrisKegbegbe,thePersonalSecretary,AlfaMuhammaduMutahiruSalahudeen
andAlhajiMuhammaduBello’sEldestSon,BrotherMahmudBelloAbuBakriMasabaofBida.Date:23
September,2018,Place:AlhajiBelloMasaba’sHouse,Kotaworo,BidaEmirate,NigerState.
90

InterviewwithAlhajiYa‘aqubEyagion21September,2018,athishouse,BanyagiBidaEmirate,
NigerState.
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manyotherrespondentshaveclarifiedthelastpointsayingthatshe
wasneverabducted.ShewillinglyacceptedtomarryaMuslim.

Topreventfutureconflicts,CANurgesthefollowing:
• Letallreligiousleaders(ChristiansandMuslims)sincerely
preach

peaceand encouragetheirfollowersto practisewhatthey
preach.
• LetparentsproperlybringuptheirchildrentofearGodandto
love

theirneighbours.
• Letusallhaverespectforthefamilyinstitutionsandnot
improperly

grabanybody’s childformarriageindisregardanddisrespect
to

parentalauthorityandconsent.
• Letusstopdiscriminatingagainsteachotherinworkplaces,in
job

recruitmentexercises,inpromotionalopportunitiesandin
appointmentstopositionsofresponsibilitiesontheplatform of
religionandethnicity91.

SerikiHausawaofBida,AlhajiMuhammadKuduwhowasinstalledbytheEtsuNupe,
Alhaji(Dr)YahyaAbubakar,alsotestifiedtosustainablepeaceinBidawhenhesaid:

SinceIwasborneinBidain1946,Ihavebeenwitnessing socio-
religiouspeaceintheemirate.Bidaisnumberonetowninthenorthern
partofNigeriaintermsofpeace.Itisfreefrom thingslikeBoko-Haram
andthelikes.However,thatismypersonalopinion.Yoruba,Hausa,
FulaniandothertribesalongwiththeNupeinBidaliveinpeacewith
oneanother.Also,therehasbeennoreligiouscrisisintheemirate’92.

72yearoldPapaGodwinUzooma,formerPresidentoftheNon-IndigenesinBida
Emirate,anassociationofallthedifferenttribeslivinginBidaEmirate(Igbo,Hausa,
Yoruba,Igala,Uhroboetc)sharedhisexperienceasregardssustainablepeacein
Bida:

InBida,wehaveMuslimsandChristians.Rightfrom 1962sinceIhavebeenhere,I
havenotexperiencedanymisunderstandingbetweenthetworeligiousgroups.
Everybody has been worshipping his God the way he feels.We have been
interactingandmixingwithoneanother.Allmylife-timeiswiththeNupeand
Muslimsandthereisnoanymisunderstandingbetweenthem andmyself.Ihave
donemybusinessallmylifewiththeMuslims.TheyhaveassistedmetobewhatI
am today.Idon’tthinkIhaveproblem withanyofthem.

OnhowpeacecancontinuetoexistbetweentheMuslimsandtheChristiansinBida
andanyotherplaces,hesaid:

Ibelieve everybodyshould respectone another.Christiansshould
respectMuslims;andMuslimsshouldrespectChristians.Thatisthe

91
Informationreceivedfrom coordinator,ChristianAssociationofNigeria(CAN),on16July,2018,at

hisOffice,Pichi,BidaEmirate.1
92

Interview withAlhajiMuhammaduKudu(SerikiHausawaofBida)on11September,2018athis
ResidenceBidaEmirate,NigerState.
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onlywaythatcanbringustogetherandliveasbrothersandsisters.If
yougobacktotheQu’ranandtheBible,youfindthatGodcreatedman
andwoman;andtodaypeoplemultiplyintheworld.Arewenotbrothers
andsistersagain? Weare.So,thereisnoneedwekillourselvesor
worryourselves.Itisonlythesepoliticiansthatarecausingproblems
forus.WeadvisetheleadersoftheMuslimsandtheChristiansthat
theyshouldcontinuetopreachpeacetotheirpeople.Theyshouldlet
them understandthatwehumanbeingsthatGodcreatedareonlyone
andshouldnotkillourselves.Thewaywepreachourreligionshouldbe
bypeaceandnotbywar.TheMuslimswemeetinBidahaveverygood
behavioursthatcanendearapersonto theirreligion.And so,we
cooperatewiththem.Iboughtmylandfrom aMuslim.Hesoldittome.
Ibuiltmyhouseandnobodyhascometointerruptmeandmyfamily.
Theproblem wearehavinginthiscountryisnotareligiousproblem
becauseBokoHaram killMuslimsandChristians.So,thekillingisnot
limitedtotheChristiansalone.Theyhavetheirideologywhichallofus
believeisbad.Ifyoucountthenumberofthepeopletheyhavekilled,
Muslimshaveagreatnumberofthepeopletheyhavekilled.So,it
meanstheyarenotfightingonbehalfofIslam andtheycallthemselves
Muslims. IpraythatGod shoud make ourrelationship with the
Muslimscontinuelikethat93.

PoliceReportandCourtRecord
TheviewsoftheNigeriaArmyandtheNigeriaPoliceareveryrelevanttoknow

how secureBidaEmirateis.Thisisbecausetheyareinchargeofthesecurity,
prevention,detectionandprosecutionofcrimeinthecountry.TheUnitImam ofthe
Nigeria ArmyBarack,Bida Emirate,LieutenantColonelMuhammadu Sulayman
commentedonthesituationinthearea:‘Bidaisthehomeofpeace.Theproblem of
socio-religiousandinter-ethnicconflictintheemirateisnon-existent.Infact,thereis
absolutepeaceintheland’.TheDivisionalPoliceOfficer(DPO),Division(B)Bida
Emirate,OjaeIbrahim alsocommentedonthepeacefulsituationinthearea.Hesaid:
‘AsfarasIknow,therelationshipamongthedifferentethnicgroupsinthisplacehas
beenverypeacefulandcordialbecauseifithasnotbeencordial,atleastwewould
haverecordedoneortwocasesofquarrelbetweenthedifferentethnicgroupshere.
ThisisbecauseIknow Ihavespentmorethanayearnow andnothinglikethat
betweenthedifferentreligiousgroups.Bidahasbeenverywonderfulandvery
peaceful.Thereisnosinglecaseofviolencerecorded’.He,therefore,advised:

Letuscontinuelisteningtotheelders.HereinBida,Ifindthatthisis
oneofthetownsorcitiesinthecountrythatrespectoftheeldersby
theyouthsstillremains.Ifyouknowtherespecttheyouthsgivetothe
eldershere,letalone,theonetheyallgivetohisroyalhighness,youwill
besurprised....So,letuscontinuelisteningtotheeldersbecausethatis
thesourceofpeacebesideAllahsothatpeacecontinuestoreign
here94.

93
Interview with Papa Godwin Uzooma (FormerChaiman non-Indigens Association), on 25

September,2018,athisResidence,NearEtsuNupe’sPalace,BidaEmirate,NigerState.
94

InterviewwiththeDivisionalPoliceOfficer(DPO)Division(A)Bida,BuhariMuhammad,Date:11
January,2019,Place:Hisoffice,Division(A)PoliceStation,BidaEmirate,NigerState.
InterviewconductedwiththeDivisionalPoliceOfficer(DPO),Division(B)Bida,OjaeIbrahim,Date:11
January,2019,Place:Hisoffice,Division(B)PoliceStation,BidaEmirate,NigerState.

UNIV
ERSITY

 O
F I

BADAN LI
BRARY



258

Afterpolicestation,whenthereisviolentconflict,courtsofjusticearethenext
placestotrysuchcases.Therefore,tofindoutwhethertherehavebeenrecorded
casesofinter-religiousandinter-ethnicviolentconflicts,theregistrarsorassistant
registrarsofthefollowingcourtsofjusticeinBidaEmiratewereinterviewed.These
aretheirresponses.

AssistantChiefRegistrar11,NigerStateJudiciary,ShariaCourt1,Bida,Hajiya
TalatuRamatu:‘Inthiscourt,thereisnorecordofInter-religiousandinter-ethnic
conflicthereinBida.Infact,mostcasesaresettledbyHisRoyalHighness,Etsu-
Nupe,inhispalace’95.AssistantRegistrar(HighCourtofJustice,Bida,NigerState),
MrIbrahim N.Muhammad:‘Thereisnorecordofinter-religiousandinter-ethnic
conflicthereinBidaEmirateinthiscourt’96.Regisrtar,ChiefMagistrateCourt,Bida,
NigerState:‘Inter-religiousandinter-ethnicconflictisnotcommonhereinBida.We
shouldalllearntotolerateandrespectothers’belief.Weshouldalsolearntolivein
peacewithoneanother’97.SomeotherpeopleinthehelmsofaffairsinBidaEmirate
interviewedechoedtheabove-documentedresponses.

Conclusion
BidaEmirateisoneofthetownsinthenorthernpartofNigeriathatisfree

from ethno-religiousconflictsamongtheMuslimsononehand,andbetweenthem
and the Christians on the otherhand.There is socio-religious and inter-ethnic
peacefulcoexistenceintheemirate.Thisisduetotherolesbeingpromptlyplayed
bythepeoplewhoareatthehelmsoftheaffairsintheemirate.Althoughtherehave
notbeenmajorintraorinter-religiousconflictsamongtheMuslims,andbetween
them andtheChristians,thequickinterventionofthepeopleatthehelmsofaffairs
preventminorintra-religousconflictsandinter-religiousdisputesandethniccrises
from gettingoutofhands.Thecultureofrespectoftheeldersespeciallytheaged
onesbytheyouthsfascilitatepeacefuloperationalenvironmentinBida.Thisattitude
is verynecessaryforthe existence ofpeace in a multi-religious societythat
comprisesdifferentethnics.Thesocietycanreasonablybesaidtobeatpeaceifthe
youthsarerespectifulandeasilycontrollablebytheeldersinasociety.Otherwise,
thesocietyiseasilypronetochaos,violenceorconflicts.Thepeacefulenvironment
isachievedthroughthetoleranceofMuslimswhoarenothostiletothosewhohave
becomeChritiansamongthem ononehand,andontheotherhand,theyarevery
accommodativetothesettlerssuchasFulani,Yoruba,Hausa,Igbo,etcdespitethat
NupeMuslimsareinmajority.

Recommendations
Basedonthefindingsfrom thedata,thefollowingrecommendationsare

madeforafurtherpreventionofsocio-religiousandinter-ethnicconflicts,sustaining
thestatusquoofthepeacefulrelationsandimprovingthelevelofthepeaceful
coexistenceamongtheMuslims,theNupe,non-Muslimsandnon-indigenesinBida
Emirate.MuslimsintheemirateshouldadherestrictlytothesourcesofIslamic
beliefsandpractices(theQur’anandtheSunnahofProphetMuhammadPBUH)so

95
Interview withtheAssistantChiefRegistrar(11),NigerStateJudiciary,ShariaCourt(1),Hajiya

TalatuRamatu,Date:8January,2019,Place:Heroffice,ShariaCourt(1),BidaEmirate,NigerState.
96

Interview conductedwiththeAssistantRegistrar,HighCourtofJustice,Bida,NigerState,Mr.
Ibrahim N.Muhammad,Date:9January,2019,athisoffice,HighCourtofJustice,GRA,BidaEmirate.
NigerState.
97InterviewwiththeRegistrar,ChiefMagistrateCourt,Bida,NigeState,Date:10January,2019,ather
office,ChiefMagistrateCourt,GRA,BidaEmirate.
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asnottogoastray.TheChristiansintheemiratearealsoadvisedtobemoderatein
theirbeliefsandpractices;andtheyshouldnotactoutsidetheteachingsoftheBible;
andthattheyshouldalwaysavoidcaptionslike“FireforFire,BidaForJesus”intheir
evangelisticpostersforinter-religiouspeacetoreign.

TheMuslimsoftheemirateshouldalsoshowmoderationintheirbeliefsand
practicesamongthemselvesononehand,andontheotherhandintheirdealings
withthenon-Muslims,especially,theChristians.BothMuslimsandChristiansinBida
Emirateshouldnotgivejournalistsandotherpeopletheopportunityofcreating
discordbetweenthem.TheNupeMuslimsshouldcontinuetheirtolerancetoother
Muslims and Christians and avoid declaring anyone ora group ofMuslims
unbelieversirrespectiveoftheirbeliefsinasmuchastheybelieveinAllahandHis
Prophetforpeacetocontinuetoreignintheemirate.Theyshouldalsotryasmuch
aspossibletofindoutfactsaboutanymatterbeforetakingseriousdecisiononitso
astoavoidcommitingsinsanderror.TheMuslimsshouldmaintaintheiruniversal
unityandavoiddisunityamongthemselvesatalltimes(Q.21:92;Q.3:102-105).
Muslim andChristianpreachersshouldintensifytheirpreachingtowards godliness,
tolerance,patience,loveofotherslikeoneselfandrespectforalltheProphetsof
Allah,especiallythelasttwoProphets,ProphetIsa(Jesus)andProphetMuhammad
(MaythepeaceofAllahbeonallofthem).TheFederalGovernmentofNigeria
shoulddirectallinstitutionsoflearninginthecountry,especially universitiesto
make both Islamic and Christian studies compulsoryin theirGeneralStudies
ProgrammeslikeEnglishand SciencesoastoinstilfearofGodinthemindsofall
Nigeriansandresidentsinthecoutryunderwhom theconstitutoninitspreamble
putsthem.Thiswillmakethem fearHim intheirpolitical,economicandsocial
matters.Thismaypreventcorruptionsandwrongdoingsfortheysay,“Thefearof
Godisthebeginningofwisdom.”ThisimpliesthatthefearofGodwilldictatethe
directionsoftheiraffairsevenwhensecurityagentsarenotthere.
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