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EDITORILAL

\ It will delight the authors and readers of this Volume 6 Number
\ | that our journal as a mark of its recognition and niche was invited to
the just concluded workshop for Science Journal Publishers in West
Africa, from 2nd to 6th February 1998, at Wangara Hotel, Accra,
Ghana.
The workshop was as a result of INASP’s (The International
S Network for the Availability of Scientific Publications) interest in
R S Nea—— strengthening the dissemination of the results of research in Africa.
: - —— e e AT e e e ~ ____ The workshop was funded by the US National Academy of
o _ T SCiences. It washosted by the-Assaciation of African Universities.
' = The facilitator of the workshop was the doyen of publishing Mr.
e i & Hans Zell who used his specially prepared book; 4 Handbook of Good
: — Practice- twourhab}ui:MMnglidﬂ_l_@_bo_ﬂ(_gmwdcs practical
- e = R A guidelines for good practice and good housekeeping-not-only-for-those
SR X 1 e RUTIIELES vy s i B2 N Wﬁg—'ﬁnmals—pnhhshmg ~for-the-first-time, but also_for those e who
ISSN: 1117 14 . 7 -~ already-have some experience in academic serials publishing.” Mr. Zell
52 21 i was-assisted by Woeli Dekutsey. The workshop was very useful. The
~ climax of the ~workshop—was—on —the_ last_day at the practical
demonstration of the Internet and journals marketing on the W.W.W.
" (World Wide Web) which was conducted by Mr. Kofi Arthiabah at the
Association of African Universities Accra. While we "surfed", Ife
PsychologIA; had twelve entries as of that day alone.
"Seest thou a man diligent in his business? He shall stand
before kings; he shall not stand before mean men”.  Proverbs 22%.
This issue opens with a powerful presentation by Mr. Adedeji
an Engineer and Banker with a brilliant exposition on training and
development in Nigerian organisations. It will interest all readers.
Next the pair of Dr. Akarakiri and Mrs. Campbell discussed
factors affecting technological innovation in Nigerian industry. Nigeria,
they argue should learn from newly industrializing countries in
promoting and protection of inventions.  Dr. Ikeleghe discusses
psychological constraints on the autonomisation ot local governments in
Dr. Akinlo looks at the role of psycho[ i

prison system. Mr. Alayl and Mr. Ogunrewo heing librarians measure.

P - . y .I
rinted by Anchorpring 11q Tel. 036-232615, 4 Ife
- t (-,“_ €,
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‘PUSH, PULL, AND SUSTAINING FACTORS OF CHILD
LABOUR IN NIGERIA

ADERINTO, A. A.

TVers ity ‘0fIbaddn:2N1

OKUNOLA, R. A.
Department of Sociology,
University of Ibadan, Nigeria.

This paper examines a particular aspect of child labour
Activities - Street trading. Using 241 subjects, the paper
highlighted the push, pull and sustaining factors of child labour.
Data collection exercise involved the use of questionnaires,
interview and observation of the children at work. Conducted
in a business district Ibadan, Nigeria, the study reveals that the
children are generally pushed out of their household given the

- increasing instability of maintenance; attracted to street trading
because of its good economic yields; sustained in the job by the

—harmonious-sacial context, but continuously being ruined. and
denied of their future by the hazards of the-hazards of the—————
~workplace and-the:anti-social elements that they daily come in

contact_with on the streets. Major recommendations include a

reworking of various economic polices; —the—proper—

172

~implementation—of —the _Family —Economic _Advancement
Programme (FEAP), involvement of various voluntary —————
- organizations -and a_conducive educational and political

INTRODUCTION
Child- Labour remains:a widespread phenomenon throughout the world.
According to a UNICEF’s (1991) report, an estimated 80 million childrer
between the ages of 10 and 14 undertake work, which is either so long, o1
numerous that it interferes with their normal development. The report furthes
says that some are explaited in facteries and sweatshops, but the majority work

\

\

173



Aderinto, A. A.: Push, Pull, and Sustaining Factors of Child Labour in Nigeria

in agriculture or in domestic service. Many children born or sold into the visual
slavery or bonded labour. .

Child labour is viewed as a situation when a child is made to engage, on a
regular basis, in some productive or income yielding activities for which the
primary beneficiaries may be themselves or are persons other than themselves.
In another but similar definition, child labour is described as any physical
engagement of the child either paid or unpaid, directed to alleviating adult l?urdcn
outside or inside the home to make a living (Anukam, 1986).

Although Article 9 of the United National Declaration of the Right of -

the Child had recommend that very child shall be protected from all forms of =
economic - exploitation and from performing any work that is likely to be

_Children-and Article-15:-1-of the-African Charper of the rights and Welfare of |

Ife P.\'y.'.‘iwlr;gIA

ther§ seasonal migrant workers. many are
involvell in work as the final link in a long chain ot sub-con[rac.to;':.
Some receivepart of theirwage in kind Emd some are paid o.n‘ a‘pler -
rate basis. Many are uripaid and work for kin in the productive, 0
may. release others for productivity act.mty (198$: 1).. ERETA
/ In Nigeria however, information on child labour is scarce. Nagl?l? L
{ i 3 i der the age of fourteen and the _
the labour force, if exclude children un : i ok
istributi Z tive population
i i call distribution of the economically ac
published figures on the ove ’ le ec( e
i d labour is widespread-1n-both
— by age: Moreover, even r though child labour is Widesp LR
Cut is - to conceal it, since-law prohibt
urban areas, there is a general tendency to ¢ nce 1Ay, p .
by children under fifteen. Nevertheless, r._:;.lsual Opservatmns in. most mh%zie?;
Nigeria and Ibadan in particular suggest an-ncreasing number of these chi :

Some are out-workers and 0

_hazardous or_to_interfere with the child’s—physieal,—ental—spiritual, moral-or

'_”'rmlgeﬂa,—-an—eﬁttmat@d—Lﬁ"ﬁﬂIT on

social development. Recent decades have seen an increase in child labour in
—Nigeria—This-practice manifests itself i various economic activities throughout
—_the urban-and-rural-areas-of Nigeria.—— —"— —~— = 7
Several scholars (Abdalla, 1988) Mejiumi, 1991; Black, 1993) hsve

-—,—__Lhildren_paﬂicipat&inyarinu&catﬂgnﬂﬁ 0

=== P WP ¢ = bhse! Cd—ﬂ’a
S i\ SR f work" Since then, the number would

terioration of the economy is taken "}
the rural and urban
: came attention ¢S the

have increased especially when ifie steady. deteriora
‘into consideration Although child labour occurs 1 both
~ - —ccaters;—_shilmlabeur-inme_maumeas :

- -contended-tiat for large numbers of children, work is an ordeal, a source of
sourees-ef-suffering and exploitation, and a fundamental abuse of human rights.
Yet, some believe that child work can be an important element in maturation,
securing the transition from childhood. It has also been seen to be essential for
family survival (Kuyongo-Male and Walji, 1984: Obikexe, 1985; Naidu, 1985).

Indeed, Onyango (1994) has observed that it.was a tradition for children to
perform family errands. This they do according to their ability. Girls would, for
example do a small scale, what their mothers did. Boys were expected to follow

“in their father’s footsteps. There were cases where children were sent to lend
hands to their relatives, especially grandparents, uncles and aunts. Just like
parents, relatives made sure that societal expectations and norms regarding work
done by children were strictly adhered to. Members of society worked together
to enable children acquire skills that they would need when they reached

adulthood. This enhanced a child’s health’ and its entire psychosocial
development. :

-, Bequele and Boyden (1988) hadga_!so,gpinqq_ that all Gyer the.world, children

A, incorporated. into; 4. inge of different employinentashatioms'as either waged """
{abourers. in. factories or ices. ok self-employed. workers'engaged in streef trades:™ =
According to them:
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e of the common assumption that most of
lace within the family context which is
loitative and in fact desirable Although
this regard, the fact is that it is in the

in the urban areas. This simply becaus
child work in the rural areas takes p
generally regarded as largely non—exp‘n
e been contesting arguments, 1 _ '
S;?:r:nh;;as that child lahgur E;pears in its n'_mst.clear mamfestanons. AL
One of the most highly cited cause of child labour is poverty. Inho Zf
words, scholars agree that as society becon}es poorers, 4n increasing nu:;n5 el;m /
parents find it difficult to send their children to slchooi. Nanclu_(19 ) .
Dorgaramaci (1985) also confirm this whe_n they 1r~1d1c’ated that socio-econo
development is inversely related to the incn‘ir:nce of child labour. B
In Nigeria, the migration of people from the rur_al areas, the dwin thg
economic fortunes of the country have often been find as reason? :gr -
occurrence of this behaviour among children. Thus problepw compom.dp ‘W10f_ |
the introduction of the structural Adjustment Programme in 1986.}1;11?; ain of {
this” Programme especially given i evil o and, inflatior
ypparent. on_the-institution-o g
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cost, reduction i 3| i
uction in social services, retrenchments and poverty (Udeogalanya

Seshons: - . :
K2 IWF]&I are those factors in th;:—famiiy
E‘};l:ldren Into street trading?
nat pull factg.g dccount for the enga_gementﬂﬂthese_children_in-th-is ------

background that pushed these

2.

Ife P.sychoiogIA

privileged and was able to contain large number é}f families from engaging their
children in child labour and united the inhabitants in an integrated whole.

While not necessarily over romanticizing the pre-society, there was a high
degree of communalism which succoured the less privileged families and halted
their children from engaging in income yielding activities, at least not in the
present degree. However, with the advent of modernization and consequent
growth of cities, many people began to move to the cities. The attendant

~ characteristics-of individualism-and superficalism made-people to become totally
amoral and egoistic (Boyer, 1978). The increasing urban’population and the
complexitiés- inherent in"it, poverty, and child labour-came to the fore. The
poverty problem has been one, which is continuaily threatening the existence of

the-society—These-problems-posed-by- the-increasing rate of population growth——

occunatian?
e ¥

Ws'smmnihmJMe_tr-adeq
==t 1OW does this occupation affect the furure of
concerned? -attect the future of-the

chifdren

|}

intellectual fr; v ptecd in the study as a maj
llectual frame Of analysis. Thus the transformation of Nigyeria r’ro:]];ajo;

social chan TH A 450
i phenﬁf&;’he twm umcept of industrialization, an important component of
S L ml;on in ﬁl)eve]upmg societies’, is an important iﬂdepeﬂdeﬂt-.variable
in social ii ti 1y social problems because it is concomitant with basic changes
: indL;erialiZaﬁf,;mt{(mf' The changes, which daccompany urbanization zlgn&
aspivitiis lnd’dmc ua‘c.cultural conflicts, role confusion and frustrated
end of the. Sc:{?n& n\:;: olfd th; most notable facts about social change since the
T or dar (1939. @ R X
urbanization in Nigeris. (1939-1945) has been the rapid growth of
Contemporary sociologists see

8 L) social change 2e¥ricinaBne £ .
factors which influence il hange as originatng from multiple

‘ Snmc of these factors ‘include Changes in
fon, ’ldEtllt}gy, demography and stratification
keim’s archaic and advance

AT

Ni'gpn_ ¥ -
cushion for the less
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rigd |

-—and various_economic_programmes of the government have aftected the poor

. urban dwellers greatly, more oftémrbringing about a'chain of consequences on the —

economic behaviour of the people. Many households find it difficult of feed very W
= ——well, least-of all sending their children to school. As a result of poverty. many

parents have engage their children in some economic activities.

METHODOLOGY
Four main methods of data collection were adopted for this study. First was

the survey of children hawking variety of items at the Sango area on Oyo road
in Ibadan North Local Government Area, Ibadan. Here, structured questionnaire
was utilized to interview 241 respondents based on the outcome of the survey key
actors within the vicinity of the study area were also interviewed for additional
data on the phenomenon under investigation. Finally, careful observations were
~ made on the activities of the children hawkers particularly in the areas of

dangers the children workers deal with.
Data analysis was done through simple descriptive statistics and quantitative

methodology.

RESEARCH SETTING. : R
;. The study areas covm%_ between. the Polytechnic,

TR ST e s e e Ry e D - i e T e e A3¢s
-=.market on Oyo road Ibadan: Here there'is a ICt

hawk various items. activities. In addition, many commercial and private vehicles

+ do stopover to either refuel at the petrol station or buy spare parts for minor

i
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repairs-on their vehicles in the mechanic village around the area, The area also
serves as terminus to Beere/Oje, Gate, Orita-Mein, Mokola-Round- about and
Dugbe commuter buses/taxies. It is also a junction area for the
pnlytechmuEleyele ljokodo/Apete bound buses/taxies. The area is a growth
centre.

FINDINGS/DISCUSSION
(a) Demographic Characteristics
A total of 241 respondents were %urveyed with male cnmututmg 52. 46%
-~ and female making up the remaining-In-terms ot age major categories were
found (see table 1). .

TABLE 1: AGE DISTRIBUTION OF RESPONDENTS, — ~— ———————

ife PsychofogIA

have their parents as civil servants, Three percent have their father deceased and
1.5% have their father unemployed.

On mother’s occupation about 88 % of the children have their mothers in the
informal sector (as traders). Civil servants constitute only 3.1% jobless mothers
(1.1%) and deceased (1.9%).

EDUCATION S NG iarm— sy e T e
. In terms of education, how did the Chlld.l’en fare? 64.5% of children

, mtemewed have attended school, while 32.8% have never being to school in

- their h.fe Out of those who have attended before, 70%-are still in-school, given — ——

S ————

REASONS F EAYING-SGHOQL. e e

' l
N __ng-gmup____ jf,f_e_tluynﬁy_, _Percentage—{— — ;
i T, S [ OIS B = o tme ?
J 15 198 —-—140F |
16-18 74 30.7
Above 18 54 2.4
No Response | Ol 0.4
TOTAL 241 100

Given the area of study, 93% of respondents were of Yoruba origin,
Religion can be said to bave played no significant orle because both Christians
and Muslims were represented in the sample (Christians (107-44.8 Muslims 131-
54.4%).

PARENTAL OCCUPATION.
Who are these children living with? Over three-quarter of thldrcn
interviewed live their parents (78.6%), and minority live alone (5%). Over 50%

of father of the” rcapnndcnts are cmplnycd in the informal sector while about23%
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* size can be large in the context of Nigeria’s economic condition. About 48%

‘What can be said to be_ respunmblc—for this urupout? Financial teasons top

the list, with loss of interest and loss of sponsor closely following. e

ARTICLES OF TRADE/LENGTHOF INVOL
TRADING.

What are the things sold by these children? Over 36% hawk bread, fruits
(20.2%), pure water (13.79%), snacks (9.2 %) baked grounded beans (3.1%) and
yogurt/soft drinks (0.8 %) How long have you been involved in street trading?
About 48% of the children have spent more than one year in thie trade: less than
one month (15.3%): one to six months (24.0%); and 7.{2 months (12.2%).

IN STREET-

(a) Push Factors.

What are those concrete factors in the family background that pushed these
children into street trading. From the background analysis, it can be -submitted
that most children were pushed into street trading by maintenance needs. In
making this submission we are guided by some issues. First is the issue of
where these children deposit the money from their sales. About 58.% of the
children do hand over the money to their-parents. This means that majority of
them are working to maintain thelﬁ tamily becoming bréadwinners at an early
age. ‘

Second 4 greater percentage nt ‘the children came from a background whose

came, from family with 6-8 children; and 40.8% are from family worth 9-11
chﬂdrcn element to thirteen children constitute 5% and 14 children and above
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constitute 3.1%. That they are been pushed by the maintenallmc needs is f'_urther
attested to by the fact that submission of about 95% of the children whq said that
they would rather do other thing rather than trade because they considered the

Ife P.s‘ychofogIA .‘

How about the perspective of the children with regards to the danger posed
to their lives in the course of work? While observer would talk freely of high-
risk level, the children themselves rated the danger low! The argument of the

z s dangerous (93 1 %) = . N = . s
busines s children is that the rate of accident amongst them is very low, and that getting

out of danger (with regards to traffic.accident) is a question of experience on the
job. In the words of some of the children "you learn the tricks as you mature on ——
I the-entrants-have problems with thg traific". - s,

On harassment, .the children’s problem would appear to be’ with the law
enforcement agents particularly the police and often with officials—from the

Pull Factors - ’ ‘
- On the pull factors that account for the engagement of children in this

.cupation. From the data available from tt_x;:--_ﬁ_ejd_wqg@c_gq:_fgcgd-_\qit_@ge_ =
- ?m(‘;gdgigpof-iha't of "good return” from street trading. Over 38% of respondents
“sveragely make over #500:00 per day from thfs-busmess.—‘A‘bnut -5_0‘}? of
”rcspondents make between #100-N449 daily (on a_aie:-@_gy)_. This is _g_-_rf:l-_a_t}y_g:ll_yF .
Lhi-gh;talie-home;ﬁﬁhiéhLﬁélbéliciéfwﬁuld‘ i‘lave—attraetad—the—ehrldre{%&ﬂtf_}-thfs———,
business. This amount is beyond the reach of a a:gg.gp__r%gg__ salazy_wqgkgumlgcna
“ﬁay_‘ That this is "good return” for most of the children can be argued if one _

mote number only report for duty after school. As majority of them submitted

occasional sexual harassment, particularly from motor touts and bus conductors.——
~—Theperceived-Tow level-of tisk,-the-general-high level of comradeship, the
i emerging social-network amongst "co-workers™ and the relatively high level of
| returns, co-jointly serve to keep the children attached to the job on-the strect.
~Fromrthe series of observations and the countenance of the childrén, there is the

_(3.&.0.%lme;fm_happyﬁﬂhlh&mmm;f_getﬁam_thctdaily_sale._'l'lhalil‘.ey___._.— :

uld however, not be taken to mean that they will stick to the job.
aTrﬁish?splggczE:e a very signiticant proportion (43.69) of those out of school \'vould
rather go back if money could be provide for them. Ab_out 48% of the ch.tlrdrer!.
interviewed have career aspirations which involved. going .back to school, a.m-t
97.7% of these children would believe that their aspiration 1s achievable. I_n ‘r.ac.
85% of these children would rather stop. Perhaps to add 1:}ere, that achieving
such aspirations would depend on the level of resources available to them.

¢) Sustaining Factors. ' _ _
& Furthermore, the study was interested in those factors that sustain the

children in the trade. Factors being looked for here are job-rela%ed. Fa_ctprs such
as comradeship and the issue of social relations 'amongst the chxldrep in r.he_a:ea
of study were considered. Questions posed here include thr.j: degree of tnendlmefs
amongst the children traders; the issue of rivalry/conflict; and harassment at
ce.

Work‘f l;rcater percentage (82.8%) of the children submitted that they df:ve_lop
friendly relations among reach other. These rela.tionsl:fips offer them some feeling
of belongingness and succour against any emotioner ﬂl—feelmgs. Where qumb
occur, adults in the trade constitute the highest group that mediate (51.1%); while
a significant percentage (24.8%) claimed that they settle quarrels.

180 .

impression that they are enjoying the job of the objective reality of high risk to
their persons. :
(d) Conditions of Work

Finally, how is this occupations likely to attect the tuture of these children?
To answer this question, inquires were made on the children’s time budge. About
of the children being their day at about 5.30 a.m. each day with some household
chores. For those still attending school, majority goes straight to school
afterwards, while some do some localized hawking before proceeding to school.
Those out-of-school also fall into two categories in time budget for the early
hours of the day. There are those (after the household chores) that have to do
some localized hawking around their residence before moving to the Sango area.
The shift period depends on items and the rate of depletion of stock. There are
those who report straight for work at Sango as early as 6:30am and stay at work
till 7:30 p.m - 8:00 p.m - a total of 13-14 hours per day and about 91 hours in
a week! The in-school workers rfj'mrt to Sango after closure of the school. The

average daily reporting time (between Monday to Friday) is 2:00 p.m;; am;l__!:hefyf 2

also remain on duty till about 7:30 p.m - 8:00 p.m. :
While on duty, the childrén mostly carry their products either on their heads

or hanged on their shoulders or on their hands soliciting for customers. The

potential customers are mainly occupants of various vehicles using the Sango area
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Finding solutions to these children’s conditions will require a large socio-
economic change but also require a psychological, and situational preventive
measures.

First, since parental inability to meet with the expectations of members of
their families has been identified as the push-factor in this paper, the various

and also commuters guing on foot. However most of the time the children are
busy running after vehicles pestering occupations to buy their products, which
range from food items to snacks and manufactured goods. |
Aside from the high potentials for accident; observation shows that the
children are generally weak and exhausted especially towards the end of the day’s
duty. Constant and continued exposure to the hazards of the weather (especially economic programmes of the society have to be restructured and the populace
the scorching sun rain), the exhaust from the various vehicles often given the involved in its planning, Studies to ascertain possible problems and. difficulties
children a haggard look at the end -of the day: Thus their eyes-are constantly . should-be carried StEbefore e polictes ¢ Al admeed, . o
reddish and their faces generally pale. - e ~-Again, there is also a need«to further intensify the campaign on the need to
For those:in school this working conditions will no doubt have negative ‘have small families. This is necessary because even if the parent are engaged in
effect on their schooling. Aside from the health factor which is beyond the scope | low status jobs, the strain of taking-careof-a-small-family wiil niot be heavily felt —
~of the present-work; the-time-budget discussed-above-doesnot give them-any - 45 S the case in large families.
_ﬁmc_to_mﬂﬁct_on_the_day.’.s_teachjng_aLschooL_leasLof_aJLal{ql_v{ifp_ﬂ_-@rf_th?f-—l* ———The involvement of trusted and-dedicated voluntary organizations and non-
" rather do other things than hawk on the street. One then wonders, given the time would be a positive step in finding appropriate solutions to child-labour. These

_budget of these children and-the- hazards-they are-exposed-to;-how-do-they hepe———— —organisations could provide the motivation and necessary linkages to secure

to achieve their dreams- that of becoming nurses, bankers, medical doctors, and
engineers among others. The future of these children looks bleak even though
about 97.7% of them believe that they can still make a headway.

CONCLUSION/SUGGESTIONS.

Arising from the results of the study, it can submitted that a number of
factors are responsible for the involvement of children in street trading. The most
important of these is ‘the creasing instability of the economy which yas
incapacitated many parents from meeting the expectations of members of their
families.

Related to the above is also the fact that the children are attached to street-
trading because of the relatively high returns - that are not generally taxed - and

are maintained on the relatively harmonious comradeship and social network of

the workplace. ' ' '
Finally, the study concluded that the children are continuously being ruined

and denied a future by not only the hazards of the working conditions but als_o
by the anti-social elements that they ¢ome in contact with in the course of their

duties.
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international and other support for the poor and disadvantaged.

Furthermore, although the Family Economic Advarcement Programme
(FEAP) has been launched with all its laudable objectives, the proper
implementation is another issue. It is suggested that if this programme is well
implemented, it will offer a supplementary avenue for the survival of the family.

Finally, in addition to the above, we need education package that is grass-
root oriented and a political arrangement that is stable and consistent.
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